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From  the  Reftoration  of  C  H  A  R  L  E  S  II.  to 

the  REVOLUTI  ON. 

CHARLES  II.  was  in  the  thirtieth  year  A  a  l66o 
of  his  age  when  he  took  pofleflion  of  the 
throne  with  thole  advantages.  He  had  taken  pains 
in  cultivating  his  underftanding.  He  underltood 
mechanics  and  fliip-building  ;  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  hiftory  and  politics  of  the  moft  remark- 
able ftates  in  Europe ;  he  poffeiTed  a  natural  fund 
of  humour  and  vivacity,  together  with  the  moil 
infinuating  addrefs,  and  the  power  of  pleafing  in 
converfation.  He  was  a  latitudinarian  in  religion, 
carelefs,  indolent,  and  extremely  addicted  to  plea- 
lure.  The  people,  partly  in  imitation  of  the  king's 
jovial  difpofition,  and  partly  from  the  nature  of  tjie 
human  mind,  fo  apt  to  be  hurried  from  one  ex- 
treme to  another,  gave  a  loofe  to  imernperance, 
and  the  whole  kingdom  was  filled  with  riot  and  ex- 
cels. The  firft  object  that  ingrofied  the  attention 
of  Charles  after  his  reiteration,  was  the  choice  of 
B  2  his 
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A.  c.  1660  his  council,  into  which  (though  it  chiefly  coniifted 
of  zealous  royalifts)  he,  from  political  views,  ad- 
mitted fome  chiefs  of  the  prefbyterian  party,  fuch 
as  the  earl  of  Manchefter,  appointed  lord  chamber- 
lain •,   lord  fay,   privy-leal  •,    Annefley  created  earl 
of  Anglefey  •,    Aihley  Cooper,   and  Denzil  Hollis 
preferred  to  the  dignity  of  barons.     The  dukedom 
of  Alberparle  was  conferred   upon   Monk  ;    and 
admiral  Montague  was  created  earl  of  Sandwich. 
The  king  fhifted  the  burden  of  affairs  in  a  good 
meafure  from  his  own  moulders  on   thofe  of  his 
brother  the  duke  of  York,  who  excelled  Charles  in 
application,   as  much  as  he  fell  Ihort  of  him  in  ca- 
pacity.    He  was  proud,  vindictive,  arbitrary,  and 
bigoted  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  which  he 
had  embraced  in  his  exile.     The  king  himfelf  is 
faid   to  have  been  a  convert  to  that  perfuafion; 
though  this  was  a  circumltance  he  carefully  con- 
cealed i  and  indeed  he  feemed  to  laugh  at  all  forms 
of  religion.     His  firft  minifter  was   Sir  Edward 
Hyde,  lately  created  earl  of  Clarendon,  and  high- 
chancellor  of  England,  who  had   adhered  to  him 
in  all  his  fortunes,  was  an  upright  and  excellent 
judge  -,  and  ferved  him  with  equal  integrity  and 
attackment.     He  underftood  the  temper  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  different  parties,  which  he  managed 
with  difcretion,   though  he  feems  to  have  been  ra- 
ther too  inflexible  with  regard  to  the  prefbyterians. 
His  daughter  Anne  admitted  the  duke  of  York  to 
the  privilege  of  an  hufband,  on  promife  of  mar- 
riage -,  and  her  pregnancy  being  the  confequence 
of   their  fecret   correfpondence,    Charles  infifted 
upon  his  performing  his  promife,  rather  than  fix  a 
ftain  upon  the  family  of  fuch  a  faithful  fervant.  He 
accordingly  efpoufed  her,  though  not  without  re- 
luctance; and  this  marriage  was  extremely  difa- 
greeable  to  the  queen- mother,  who  had  been  al- 
ways averfe  to  the  chancellor.     The  marquis  of 
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Ortnond   was  now  created   duke,  and  appointed  A- c- I66o> 
lord- fte  ward  of  the  houfhold  •,  the  earl  of  South- 
ampton, high-treafurer ;  and  Sir  Edward  Nicholas, 
fecretary  of  (late. 

The  aifembly  of  lords  and  commons  was  now  Aa  of  in- 
called  "  The  convention,"  until  the  king,  on  the  <*«ranity. 
third  day  after  his  arrival,  went  to  the  upper  houfe ; 
and,  fending  for  the  commons,  paffed  an  act,  by 
which  it  was  declared  a  parliament.  Then  they 
proceeded  on  the  bill  of  indemnity,  which  met  with 
fome  obftacles,  in  the  lower  houfe,  on  account  of 
the  clauies  to  be  inierted.  Some  members  pro- 
pofed  to  make  examples  of  all  thofe  who  had  re  • 
markably  exerted  themfelves  in  favour  of  the  late 
ufurpation,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the 
king's  declaration  from  Breda.  Many  perfons  ima- 
gined that  this  propofal  was  dictated  by  Charles 
himfelf,  actuated  by  the  defire  of  revenge  •,  and 
divers  libels  were  privately  circulated,  in  order  to 
infpire  the  public  with  a  diftruil  of  his  fmcerity. 
With  a  view  to  diflipate  thefe  fufpicions,  the  king 
fent  a  meflage  to  the  parliament,  preffing  them  to 
clifpatch  the  act  of  indemnity,  conformable  to  his 
declaration  from  Breda :  and,  in  a  few  days,  it  was 
fent  to  the  lords  for  their  concurrence.  The  com- 
mons had  excepted  from  the  benefit  of  this  pardon 
a  very  few  of  the  moft  notorious  regicides ;  but  the 
peers  having  received  a  number  of  petitions  from 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  thofe  who  had  been 
executed  by  fentences  of  high  courts  erected  dur- 
ing the  ufurpation,  infifted  upon  excepting  all 
who  had  fat  as  judges  on  fuch  trials.  Charles,  fear- 
ing that  this  difference  between  the  houfes  might  , 
be  productive  of  delay,  repaired  to  the  houfe  of 
lords,  and  perfuaded  them  to  pafs  the  bill,  in  a  pa- 
thetic fpeech  ;  reprefcnting  that  his  honour  was 
concerned  -,  that  he  intended  to  except  none  bu£- 
the  immediate  murderers  of  his  father  ^  and  that 
B  the 
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A.  c.  166®  the  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom  depended  upon  the 
performance  of  his  promile.     The  lords,  thus  foli- 
cited,  concurred  with  the  commons  in  the  material 
articles  of  the  bill;  but  they  would  not  confent  to 
a  claufe  relating  to  nineteen  of  thofe   who  fat  as 
judges  on  the  late  king.     They  had  iurrendered 
themfelves  in  coniequence  of  a  proclamation,   in 
which  Charles  declared,    that   none   but    fuch  as 
mould  furrender  themfelves  within  a  certain  time, 
could  be  intitled  to  his  majefty's  mercy.  The  com- 
mons had  inferted  a  claufe  to  deprive  them  of  every 
thing  but  their  lives  ;  and  the  lords  infilled  upon 
their  enjoying  the  full  benefit  of  the  indemnity, 
as  they  had  manifefted  fuch  confidence  in  the  king's 
clemency.  After  feveral  conferences  the  two  houies 
agreed,  that  in  cafe  thofe  nineteen  mould  be  con- 
demned by  the  judges,  the  king  mould  refpite  them 
until  the  pleafure  of  his  majefty  and  the  parliament 
fhould   be  more  particularly  known.     At  length 
the  act  pafled,  excepting  nine  and  forty  who  had 
lat  in  judgment  upon  their  fovereign. 
particular        Oliver  Cromwell,  Bradfhaw,  Pride,  and  one  and 
cefpted"  "    twenty  other  members  of  that  court,  already  dead, 
were  confifcated,   and  fubjected  to  fuch  other  pe- 
nalties as   the  king  and  parliament  mould  think 
proper  to  inflict.     Philips  and  Haflerig  underwent 
the  fame  fate :   Hutchinfon  and  Laflels  were  con- 
demned in  a  fine,  and  declared  incapable  of  exer- 
cifing  any  employment.     Oliver  St.  John,   and  fe- 
venteen  other  perfons  nominated  in  the  act,  were 
forbid  to  accept  any  civil,  ecclefiaftical,  or  military 
office,  on  pain  of  being  deemed  excepted  from  the 
benefit  of  the  indemnity.  All  who  had  pronounced 
fentence  of  death  as  judges  during  the  usurpation 
were  declared  incapable  of  being  elected  members 
of  parliament,  or  of  exercifing  any  employment, 
excepting   Ingoldfby  and   Tomlinibn.     The  firft 
had  been  very  iaftrumental  in  effecting  the  reftora- 

tion. 
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rion,  the  other  had  been  recommended  to  the  favour  A.  c.  i66a« 
of  Charles  in  a  mefiage  from  his  father,  who  had 
been  treated  with  great  humanity  by  Tomlinfon  ; 
and  even  made  a  convert  of  that  officer,  by  whom 
he  was  attended  on  the  fcaffbld.  Sir  Henry  Vane 
and  general  Lambert  were  likewife  excepted  from 
the  act,  though  they  had  not  been  concerned  in 
the  king's  murder. 

When  Charles  gave  his  aflent  to  this  act,  he  Libeniityof 
pafled  another,  confirming  all  the  judiciary  pro-  '£„ ""J^" 
ceedings  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war,  not-  men*!"'' 
withflanding  their  illegality  ;  a  third  for  levying  a 
capitation-tax  to  pay  the  fleet  and  army  ;  a  fourth 
fixing  the  intereft  of  money  at  fix  per  cent  -,  and  a 
fifth,  ordaining  that  the  anniverfary  of  his  reftora- 
tion  mould  be  obierved  as  a  perpetual  holiday. 
Charles  took  this  opportunity  to  cajole  the  parlia- 
ment with  a  flattering  fpeech,  in  which  he  hinted 
his  own  necefiities.  The  commons  prefented  his 
two  brothers  with  a  fum  of  money  ;  and  refolv- 
ed  to  fettle  the  king's  yearly  revenue  at  the  rate  of 
twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds  :  but  before  they 
could  fettle  the  funds,  he  ordered  them  to  adjourn 
to  the  fixth  day  of  November,  after  having  pafled 
an  act  for  raifing  by  a  land-tax,  within  the  fpace  of 
one  month,  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  anfwer  the  prefent  occafions  of  his  ma- 
jefty.  They  likewife  continued  for  fome  time 
longer  the  tax  of  feventy  thoufand  pounds  per 
month,  which  they  had  impofed  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fefllon.  At  this  juncture  the  duke  of  Glou-  D«fhofthe 
cefter  died  of  the  fmall  pox,  in  the  twentieth  year  c^^fter 
of  his  age  :  he  was  a  prince  of  an  amiable  charac- 
ter, and  tenderly-  beloved  by  the  king,  who  feem- 
ed  more  afflicted  by  his  death  than  by  any  other 
incident  of  his  whole  life. 

During  the  adjournment  of  parliament,    Charles 

appointed  commiflioners  to  proceed  upon  the  trials 
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A.C.  1660.  of  the  regicides ;  the  number  of  whom,  including 
the  officers  of  the  court,  and  others  immediately 
concerned   in  that  tragedy,    amounted  originally 
to  ninety.     Of  thefe,  five  and  twenty  were  dead ; 
nine  and  twenty  had  efcaped  from  the  kingdom  ; 
fcven  were  deemed  proper  objects  of  the  king's 
mercy,  nine  and  twenty  received  fentence  of  death  ;, 
but  nineteen  were  reprieved  during  the  king's  plea- 
fure,  becaufe  they  had  furrendered  themfelves  ac- 
cording to  the  proclamation*  The  ten,  devoted  to 
The  execu.  immediate  execution,,  were  Harrifon,  Carew,  Coke, 
tionof  the  Peters,  Scot,  Clement,  Scrope,  Jones,  Hacker,  and 
rcgicid«.    Axtel.     Thefe  were  all  enthufiafts,  either  millena- 
rians  or  republicans ;  and  bore  their  fate,  not  fimply 
with  fortitude,   but  with  the  fpirrt  and  confidence 
of  martyrs,  who  fbffered  for  having  done  their 
duty.     Some  crrcumftances  of  fcandalous  barba- 
rity attended  their  execution.     Harrifon's  entrails 
were  torn  out,  and  thrown  into  the  fire  before  he 
had  expired  :  his  head  was  fixed  on  the  fledge  that 
drew  Coke  and  Peters  to  the  place  of  execution, 
with  the  face  turned  towards  them.     The  execu- 
tioner, having  mangled  Coke,   approached  Peters, 
befmeared  with  the  blood  of  his  friend,  and  afked, 
how  he  liked  that  work  ?  Peters  eyed  him  with 
difdain,  faying,.   "  You  have  butchered  a  fervant 
"  of  God  in  my  fight  j  but  I  defy  your  cruelty." 

After  the  parliament  adjourned,  the  king  had 
publifhed  a  proclamation  on  the  fubject  of  religion, 
directing  the  biihops  how  to  exercife  their  fpiritual 
jurifdiclion  •,  ordaining  that  a  certain  number  of 
theologifts  mould  be  chofen  to  review  and  alter  the 
liturgy  -,  and  that  no  perfon  fhould,  in  the  mearv 
time,  be  obliged  to  conform.  Nine  of  the  old 
bifhops,  ftill  living,  were  reilored  to  their  diocefes. 
Bifhoprics  and  benefices  were  offered  to  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  prefbyterian  miniftcrs  ;  but  they  were 
refufed  by  all  except  Reynolds^  who  became  bifliop 

of 
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of  Norwich.     In  the  month  of  October,  the  prin-  A  c-  ie*«* 
cefs  dowager  of  Orange  arrived  in  London  ;  and 
the  king  was  afterwards  vifited  by  his  mother,  ac- 
companied by  the  princefs  Henrietta,  and  Edward 
prince  palatine,  brother  to  prince  Rupert.     It  was  Match  be- 
at  this  juncture,  that  the  queen-mother  propofed  JJS^ 
the  match  between  her  daughter  Henrietta  and  the  Herbert. 
duke  of  Orleans ;  to  which  Charles  confented  with- 
out  hefitation. 

The  parliament,    meeting  on   the  fixth  day  of 
November,    fent   a    iblemn   deputation    to    con- 
gratulate the  queen  upon  her  happy  return  ;   and 
the  commons   prefented  ten  thoufand  pounds  to 
each  of  her  daughters :  then  they  took  meafures 
for  enabling  the  king  to  difband  the  army,  which 
was  gradually  reduced  ;    Charles  referring  only  a 
regiment  of  horle,  and  another  of  infantry,   as  a 
guard  to  his  perfon.   It  fettling  the  king's  revenue, 
the  commons  abolimed  the  court  of  wards  and  li- 
veries, in  lieu  of  which  he  received  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  a  year,  arifing  from  one  half  of 
the  excife,  eftablilhed  as  a  fund  in  perpetuity  for 
that  purpofe ;  and  the  other  half  of  the  excife,  to- 
gether with  the  duty  of  tonnage  and  poundage, 
were  granted  to  the  king  for  his  life.     This  affair 
being  difpatched,  the  parliament  ordered  the  bodies 
of  Cromwell,  Ireton,  Bradlhaw,  and  Pride,  to  be 
dug  out  of  their  graves,  and  dragged  through  the 
ftreets  to  Tyburn,  where  they  continued  hanging  a 
whole  day,    and  then  were  interred  under  the  gal- 
lows.    On  a  vague  report  of  a  confpiracy  againft 
the  life  of  the  king  and  queen-mother,  Defborough, 
Overton,   Morgan,  and  fome  other  officers  were 
taken  into  cuiiody  -,  but  upon  inquiry,  the  report 
was   found    to   be  without  foundation.     On  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  December,    the  king,   going 
to  the  houle  of  peers,  thanked  the  two  houles  for 
their  affection,   in  the  warmeit  exprtfiicns  of  gra- 
titude : 
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A.  c.  1660.  titude :  the  chancellor  expatiated  on  the  fame  fub- 
je6l,  and  then  his  majefty  diffolved  the  parliament. 
<iifToivesBthe  The  earl  of  Clarendon,  in  his  fpeech,  touched  up- 
canvmtion-  an  t|ie  militia  ',  faying,  he  wifhed  they  had  found 
time  to  fettle  it  to  the  mutual  fatisfaclion  of  king 
and  people :    he    likewife   mentioned   a  confpiracy 
for  furprifmg  Windfor,  Whitehall,  and  the  Tower 
of  London.     He  affirmed,   that  many  difbanded 
officers  and  republicans  were  concerned  in  this  de- 
fign  -,  and  that  they  had  planned  an  infurrection 
in  the  Weft,  to  be  headed  by  general  Ludlow. 
A.  c.  1661.      jn  tne  beginning  of  January,  while  the  king  ac- 
infurreftion  companied  his  mother  to  Dover,  one  Venner,  a 
by  Venner.  defperate  enthufiaft,  and  fifth-monarchy-man,    ap- 
peared in  the  ftreets  of  London    at  the  head  of 
threefcore   fanatics   completely  armed,    and    pro- 
claimed king  Jefus.     They  flew  a  man  becaufe  he 
wne"'      declared  himfelf  for  God  and  king  Charles.     They 
iLudiow.     believed  themfelves  invulnerable,  made  a  defperate 
'Kalph'       reiiilance  againft  a  body  of  the  trained-bands  fent 
to  dilperfe  them,   and  retreated  to  Kane-wood  near 
Hampitead.     Being  diflodged  from  thence  in  the 
morning  by  a  detachment  of  foldiers,  they  returned 
to  London,  and  took  pofieffion  of  a  houfe,  in  which 
they  defended  themfelves  againft  a  body  of  troops, 
until  the  majority  was  killed.     The  few  furvivors 
were  taken,  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  ;  and 
affirmed  to  the  laft,  that  if  they  had  been  deceived, 
the  Lord  himfelf  was  their  deceiver.     'I  he  king 
ufed  great  expedition  in  difiblving  the  convention- 
parliament,  becauie  a  great  number  of  prefbyte- 
rians  had  been  returned  among  the  commons,  and 
they  were  a  check  on  the  condefcending  temper  of 
the  other  members.     They  had  granted  the  fup- 
plies  fcantily,  and  with  the  appearance  of  diilruft  ; 
they  were  averie  to  the.  king's  being  vefted  with 
the  whole  power  of  the  militia  -,  nor  would  they 
have  tain-ly  fuffered  the  biihops  to  lefume  their 
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feats  in  parliament.  This  mad  attempt  was  looked  A- c j66x' 
upon  as  a  confirmation  of  the  confpiracy  •,  and  it 
furnimed.  the  miniftry  with  a  handle  to  publifh  a 
proclamation  againft  all  religious  conventicles,  or- 
daining that  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  lupremacy 
Ihould  be  exacted  from  all  perlbns  fufpected  of  dif- 
affection  to  the  government :  fo  that  the  prefbyte- 
rians  were  confounded  with  the  enemies  of  the 
ftate,  under  the  general  appellation  of  diflcnters. 

The  king  had  not  been  long  reitored  when  he  Affairs  of 
converted  his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  Scotland.  Sc  an4' 
Some  members  of  the  council  propofed,  that  the 
Scots  mould  be  retained  in  fubjection  by  means  of 
a  Handing  army  and  the  forts  which  had  been  erect- 
ed from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other.  The 
earl  of  Lauderdale,  who  had  been  taken  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Worcefter,  and  continued  a  prifoner  from 
that  event  to  the  reiloration,  was  now  admitted  to 
the  council,  and  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  this  propofi- 
tion.  He  obferved  that  the  Scots  had  been  reduced 
to  ilavery,  in  confequence  of  the  efforts  they  made 
in  behalf  of  his  majefty  -,  and  though  they  were  not 
mentioned  in  the  declaration  from  Breda,  the  king 
could  not,  without  incurring  the  imputation  of  in- 
gratitude, allow  them  to  remain  in  a  ftate  of 
mifery  and  opprefiion.  He  faid  they  were  -fo  hum- 
bled, that  they  would  comply  with  any  terms  of 
fubmifiion  to  the  crown,  provided  their  indepen- 
dency mould  be  reftored  :  that  the  attachment  of 
the  Scots  to  their  native  prince  was  very  warm,  and 
would  be  a .  great  refource  againfl  the  turbulent 
fpiritof  the 'iinglifh.  Charles  was  fatisficd  with 
thefe  arguments.  He  ordered  the  troops  in  Scot- 
land to  be  diibanded,  the  forts  to  be  razed,  the 
Englifh  judges  in  that  country  to  difcontinue  their 
functions,  and  a  convention  of  the  eftates  to'  be  af- 
ihnbled.  Thofe  who  had  diftinguiihed  themfelves 
for  their  loyalty,  were  nominated  to  the  great  offices 
2  of 
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*.c,  1661  oftheftate.  He  appointed  the  earl  of  Glencairn, 
chancellor  ;  the  earl  of  Crawford,  treafurer  -,  the 
carl  of  Caffils,  lord  juftice-general ;  the  earl  of  Lau- 
derdale,  fecretary  of  ftate  ;  and  Middleton,  now 
created  an  earl,  was  fent  down  to  reprefent  his  ma- 
jefty  in  the  office  of  lord  high-commiffioner.  At 
the  fame  time  the  council  determined  to  intimidate 
that  nation  by  fome  examples  of  feverity.  The 
marquis  of  Argyle  had  made  a  journey  to  London, 
in  hope  of  being  admitted  to  pay  his  refpects  to  the 
king  in  perfon  :  but  he  was  arrefted  at  Whitehall, 
committed  to  the  Tower,  and  afterwards  fent  down 
to  Scotland  to  be  tried  for  high  treafon.  The 
other  victim  devoted  to  death  was  one  Guthry,  a 
four  pedantic  prefbyterian  minifler,  who  had  taken 
indecent  freedoms  with  the  king,  while  he  refided 
among  that  people  *. 

Conference  Some  prefbyterian  minifters  finding  themfelves 
ff divines  at  confounded  with  other  fectaries  whom  they  ab- 
sheSavoj.  horred,  intreated  the  king  to  give  order  for  a  con- 
ference between  them  and  the  bifhops,  that  both 
fides  might  candidly  examine  their  objections  to 
the  Englifh  liturgy.  Charles  complied  with  their 
requeft :  one  and  twenty  ecclefiaftics  were  nomi- 
nated on  each  fide,  and  the  conferences  were  be- 
gun in  the  houfe  of  the  bimop  of  London,  who 
lived  in  the  Savoy.  The  bifhops  would  not  offer 
liich  an  indignity  to  the  church  as  to  make  the 
leaft  conceffion  to  this  ftubborn  feet ;  and  the 
prefbyterians  exclaimed  againft  the  liturgy,  and 
the  furplice,  as  relics  of  the  church  of  Rome.  After 
obftinate  difpute  and  virulent  altercation,  they 

*  The  king  appointed  the  earls  of        In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  Charle*, 

Orrery  and  Momrath,  in  conjunction  by  his   letters  patent,  eftablifhed  the 

with  Sir  Maurice  Euftace,   chancellor  rcyal  focicty,  for  the  improvement  of 

of  Ireland,  to  govern  that  kingdom  as  mechanics,  mathematics,  and  natural 

juftirw,   until  he  ftiould  have  leifure  philofophy. 
so  name  a  lord  lieutenant. 

parted 
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parted   more    than   ever    irritated   againft    each A-  c« t66*' 
other.     On  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,    being 
the  feftival  of  St.  George,   the  king's  coronation 
was  celebrated  with  extraordinary  magnificence. 

Writs  had  been  ifliied  for  a  new  parliament  to  fo^if^if 
meet  on  the  eighth  day  of  May  ;  and  the  court the  new 
had  influenced  the  elections  fo  fuccefsfully,    that parha 
the  majority  of  the  members  returned  were  ftrongly 
attached  to  the  hierarchy  and  the  royal  prerogative. 
The  king,  in  his  firit  ipeech  to  both  houfes,   re- 
commended two  bills  for  confirming  the  aft  of  in- 
demnity, and  made  them  acquainted  with  his  in- 
tention to  efpoufe  the  infanta  of  Portugal,  a  match 
already  concluded,  with  the  advice  of  his  council. 
Sir  Edward  Turner,  folicitor-general  to  the  duke 
of  York,   being  chofen  ipeakcr,    the  two  houfes 
voted  that  thanks  mould  be  returned  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  for  this  inftance  of  his  confidence,   in  com- 
municating his  purpofed  marriage  to  his   parlia*<- 
ment ;   and  that  they  mould  go  in  a  body  and  con- 
gratulate him  upon  that  event.  Then  they  ordered, 
that  upon  a  certain  day  every  member  mould  re- 
ceive the  communion,  according  to  the  liturgy  of 
the  Englim  church,  on  pain  of  being  expelled. 
They  afterwards  ordained,  that  the  folemn  league 
and  covenant,  the  acts  for  erecting  the  high  court 
of  juftice  to  try  the  late  king,  for  fubfcribing  the 
engagement  againft  a  king  and  houfe  of  lords,  for 
declaring  England  a  commonwealth,  for  renounc- 
ing the  title  of  his  prefent  majefry,   and  for  the 
fafety  of  the  lord  protector,  mould  be  burned  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  executioner. 

The  republicans  thinking;  thernfelves   infecureTheyPafs 

..  r      i  •  i       an  extraor- 

from  the  zeal  or  this  parliament,  petitioned  tnedinary  »a 
king  that  the  act  of  indemnity  might  be  confirm- f.orthePre; 

iii  i  i         r        r         i  •  iervation  of 

ed;  and  he  wrote  to  the  two  homes  for  this  pur-i 
pofe,  giving  them  to  underftand  that  this  ^ould 
be  the  firft  bill  he  would  pafs.  They  forthwith 

complied 
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A,  c,  1661.  complied  with  his  defire  ;  'and  on  the  tenth  day  of 
June,  he  gave  his  aflent  to  an  a<5b  to  confirm  the 
act  of  indemnity  palled  in  the  preceding  parlia- 
ment ;  and  to  another,  authorifing  the  king  to  re- 
ceive a  free  and  voluntary  contribution  from  his 
fubjects.  The  next  bufmefs  on  which  the  com- 
mons proceeded,  was  a  bill  for  confifcating  the 
eftates  of  the  regicides  who  were  dead  •,  and  for 
the  punimment  of  lord  Monfon,  Henry  Mildmay, 
and  Robert  Wallop,  who,  though  the  king  fpared 
their  lives,  were  reierved  for  other  pains  and  penal- 
ties. In  confequence  of  this  act,  they  were  dragged 
on  a  hurdle  to  Tyburn,  with  ropes  about  their 
necks,  and  then  doomed  to  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment.  This  complaifant  parliament,  in  an  act  for 
the  prefervation  of  his  majefty's  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, extended  the  penalties  of  high-treafon  to  all 
who  mould  deviie  the  death  of  the  king,  or  any  in- 
jury to  his  perfon  ;  who  mould  plot  to  arreft,  im- 
prifon,  depofe,  or  wage  war  againft  him  •,  who 
mould  inftigate  any  foreign  power  to  invade  his  do- 
minions, or  manifefb  this  evil  intention. by  word  or 
writing.  They  decreed,  that  whoever  mould  affirm 
the  king  was  a  papift  or  heretic,  or  excite  the  ha- 
tred of  the  people  againfl  his  government  or  per- 
fon, mould  be  rendered  incapable  of  exercifing  any 
employment  in  church  or  ftate.  They  annulled 
the  act  for  excluding  bifhops  from  the  houfe  of 
lords  -,  they  declared  that  the  power  of  the  militia 
belonged  to  the  king  alone  •,  and  they  empowered 

Kjph!  h*m  to  difpofe  of  the  land-forces.  He  thanked 
them  for  thefe  marks  of  their  confidence  and  affec- 
tion ;  and  having  paffed  the  bills,  ordered  them  to 
adjourn  till  the  twentieth  day  of  November.  The 
convocation  which  fat  during  this  fefiion,  did  no- 
thing of  any  confequence,  but  grant  a  benevolence 
to  his  majefty,  according  to  the  act  palled  for  that 
purpofe. 

In 
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In  Scotland  the  tide  of  loyalty  ran  with  extraor-  A- c- j66" 
dinary  violence.  The  parliament  of  that  kingdom  Extravagant 
carried  their  complaifance  to  fuch  extravagance,  as  J^o?"^ 
to  annul  by  a  refciffory  a6t  all  the  laws  that  had  Scottish  ?«-. 
pa/Ted  fmce  the  beginning  of  their  difputes  with  liamwit> 
the  late  king  :  Ib  that  epifcopacy  was  of  courfe  re- 
ftored.  They  declared  the  covenant  unlawful, 
and  voted  an  additional  revenue  to  the  king,  of 
forty  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  levied  by  way  of  excii'e 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  fmall  force,  which  might 
prevent  future  difturbances.  The  marquis  of  Ar- 
gyle  was  tried  for  his  compliance  with  the  late  ufur- 
pation ;  and  made  fuch  a  vigorous  defence,  that 
the  parliament,  though  bent  upon  his  deftrucYion, 
muft  have  acquitted  him  of  the  charge,  had  not  the 
commiflloner  produced  letters  which  he  had  written 
to  Monk,  while  he  commanded  in  Scotland,  ex- 
prefiing  his  hearty  concurrence  with  the  govern-  • 
ment  at  that  time  eftablifhed.  Being  thus  bafely 
betrayed  by  his  former  friend,  he  was  found  guilty, 
and  condemned  to  lofe  his  head,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  fixed  upon  the  place  from  whence  the  head 
of  Montrofe  had  been  lately  taken  down,  and  ib- 
lemnly  interred  with  the  other  parts  of  his  body. 
The  marquis  behaved  at  his  execution  with  great 
comporure  ;  declared  himfelf  innocent  of  the  late 
king's  death ;  exhorted  the  people  to  adhere  to  the 
covenant,  which  he  called  the  work  of  God,  and 
died  in  peace  with  all  mankind.  Guthry  confefled 
all  that  was  laid  to  his  charge,  and  feemed  to  glory 
in  his  fufferings.  On  the  ladder,  he  made  a  kind 
of  fermon  to  the  people,  in  which  he  juftified  all  he 
had  done,  and  extolled  the  covenant  as  the  moft 
meritorious  obligation.  Sir  Archibald  Johnfton 
of  Warrifton,  who  had  been  one  of  Cromwell's 
lords,  was  now  attainted  j  but  efcaped  into  France, 
where  he  was  afterwards  feized,  brought  over,  and 
executed.  Sharp,  who  had  been  agent  for  the 

Scottifli 


16  HISTORY-OPEN  GLAND. 

A.  c.  1661  Scottifh  prefbyterians,  now  deferred  his  party,  and 
being  confecrated  by  the  bifhop  of  London,  was 
created  archbimop  of  St.  Andrews.  Hamilton, 
Fairfoul,  and  Leighton,  received  the  fame  confe- 
cration,  and  were  appointed  to  different  fees  in 
Scotland.  They  obtained  from  the  king  a  declara- 
tion re-eftablifhing  epifcopacy  in  that  kingdom. 
The  council  fupprefled  all  fynods  and  prefbyteries, 
but  fuch  as  mould  be  authorized  by  the  bifhops. 
The  parliament  confirmed  this  reftoration  •,  prohi- 
bited all  forts  of  conventicles;  re-eftablifhed  the 
right  of  patronage ;  and  ordained  that  all  perfons 
in  public  employments  mould  not  only  renounce 
the  two  covenants,  but  alio  declare  in  writing,  that 
it  was  unlawful  for  fubjecls,  on  any  pretence  what- 
Fnnwt.  foever,  to  engage  in  fuch  ailbciations,  or  to  take 
K*P'n-  arms  againil  their  fovereign, 

Rumours  of  In  England  the  cavaliers  loudly  complained  of 
plots.  tke  kmg's  ingratitude,  in  neglecting  and  leaving 
them  to  ftarve,  while  their  perfecutors,  by  the  aft 
of  indemnity,  enjoyed  the  immenfe  wealth  they 
had  acquired  by  the  moft  unlawful  methods.  The 
miniftry,  on  the  other  hand,  filled  the  city  with 
rumours  of  plots  and  confpiracies  againft  the  king , 
and  government.  Their  aim  was  partly  to  amule 
the  public,  and  partly  to  animate  the  people  and 
parliament  againft  the  nonconformifts,  who  were 
faid  to  be  the  authors  of  all  thofe  combinations. 
The  king  himfelf,  the  members  of  both  houfes, 
and  efpecially  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  hated  the 
prefbyterians,  and  wanted  an  opportunity  to  hum- 
ble them,  under  the  general  term  of  Noncon- 
formifts. The  parliament  meeting  in  November, 
petitioned  the  king  to  ififue  a  proclamation,  com- 
manding all  reduced  officers  and  foldiers  to  retire 
to  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles  from  London  :  then 
the  commons  voted  twelve  hundred  thouiand 
pounds  for  his  majefty's  prefent  occafions. 

The 
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The  earl  of  Clarendon,  in  a  conference  between  A  c- l66r." 
the  two  houtes,  pofitively  affirmed  that  aconfpiracy 
had  been  formed  fmce  the  month  of  March,  to 
interrupt  the  peace  of  the  nation.  He  named 
feveral  perfons  concerned  in  this  plot,  the  particu- 
lar circumftances  of  which  he  explained  •,  and  laid, 
that  although  it  had  been  defeated  at  London,  by 
the  precaution  taken  with  regard  to  the  difband- 
ed  officers  and  foldiers,  it  would,  nevertheleis,  be 
profecuted  in  different  counties  of  England.  The 
two  houles  immediately  appointed  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  affair,  that  meafures  might  be 
taken  to  fecure  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  ThisCorporil, 
pretended  difcovery  was  the  foundation  of  the  cor-tioa'aft. 
poration-acl,  which  was  now  pafled  in  parliament, 
ordaining  all  mayors,  aldermen,  counfellors,  or 
officers  of  corporations,  to  take  an  oath,  importing, 
that  they  did  not  think  it  lawful,  on  any  pretence 
whatever,  to  take  arms  againft  the  king ;  and  that 
they  abhorred  the  deteftable  maxim  of  arming 
againit  the  king's  perfon,  under  the  fhadow  of  his 
authority  •,  or  even  of  oppofing  fuch  as  acled  by 
virtue  of  his  commiffion.  This  was  a  mod  fcan- 
dalous  conceffion,  by  which  the  liberties  of  England 
were  left  at  the  mercy  of  regal  power.  The  com- 
mittee of  both  houfes  proceeded  on  their  inquiry 
into  the  nature  of  the  confpiracy ;  and  the  earl  of 
Clarendon  made  an  alarming  report  of  a  defign  to 
furpriie  Shrewfbury,  Coventry,  and  Briftol  :  but 
this  plot  feems  to  have  been  no  other  than  a  fiction 
of  the  miniftry,  to  pave  the  way  for  the  acl  of  uni- 
formity; for  that  was  no  iboner  pafied  than  the 
inquiry  was  laid  afide. 

On  the  hrft  day  of  March,  the  king  fending  for  . 
the    commons    to  Whitehall,    gently    reproached  p<"Tes_tlie. 
them  for  the  little  care  they  had  taken  to  fetrle 
revenue ;  mentioned    a  republican   party  that  llill 
(ubfifted  in  the  kingdom  j  txpreflcd  uncommon  zeal 

N^     1.  C  for 
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A.  c.  1661-  for  the  church  of  England ;  gave  them  to  underftand 
that  he  had  fent  the   book  of  Common-prayer  to 
the  lords,  with  his  approbation  of  ibme  changes 
which  the  convocation  had  thought  proper  to  make 
in  it,  that  it  might  be  more  fuitable  to  an  act  of 
uniformity,  which  he  defired  the  lower  houfe  would 
prepare,  without   paflion   or   precipitation      The 
commons  were  refolved  to  manifeft  their  obedience 
in  every  particular.     They  brought  in  a  bill  to 
proiecute  the  quakers  for  refufing  to  take  oaths  IF* 
courts  of  judicature.     On  the  nineteenth  of  May, 
the  king  gave  his  afient  to  the  act  for  eftabliming 
uniformity  in  public  wormip,  and  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  facraments.      By  this  ftatute,  which 
began   to  be  in  force  on  St.  Bartholomew's  day, 
every  minifter  was  obliged  to  conform  to  the  wor- 
fhip  of  the  Englifh  church,  according  to  the  book 
of  Common-prayer  lately  revifed,   and  to  fign  a 
declaration  approving  of  that  ritual ;  to  take  the 
oath   of  canonical  obedience,  abjure   the   folemn 
league  and  covenant,  and  acknowledge  his  detefta- 
tion  of  the  principle  of  taking  up  arms  againft  the 
king,  or  thole  acting  by  his  commifTion,  on  any 
pretence  whatfoever.       He  was  likewife  reftrained 
from  adminiftring  the  facraments,   unleis  he  had 
been  previoufly  ordained  by  a  bifhop.     By  an  act 
regulating  the  militia,  all  lords  lieutenants  of  coun- 
ties, and  their  deputies,  together  with  officers  and 
ibldiers,  were  obliged  to  declare,   upon  oath,  that 
they  held  it  unlawful  to  take  arms  againft  the  king, 
or  thoie  acting  by  his  commiffion.     As  another 
inftance  of  the  parliament's  devotion  to  the  king, 
the  commons  voted  an  annul  tax  of  two  millings 
upon   every  hearth,    to  his   majefty  and  his  fuc- 
cefibrs  :  this  impofition,  joined  to  the  tonnage  and 
poundage,  the  exciie,  and  duty  upon  merchandize, 
augmented  his  revenue  to  a  much  greater  fum  than 
had  ever  been  paid  to  any  of  his  predeceffors. 

On 
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On  the  twenty-firft  day  of  May,  the  king's  mar-  A  c  l66*. 
riage  with  Catharine,  Infanta  of  Portugal,  was  cele-  The  king's 
brated  with  great  magnificence.     Though  a  virtu-  ma™»ge- 
ous  princefs,  me  poffefled  no  perfonal  attractions  5 
but  Charles  was  captivated   by  her  portion,  which 
amounted   to   three    hundred   thoufand    pounds, 
together   with  the  fortrefs  of  Tangier  in  Africa, 
and  Bombay  in  the  Eail-Indies.     Notwithflanding 
all  thefe  fupplies,  the  king  dealt  out  his  treafure 
with  fuch  a  lavifh  hand,  that  his  coffers  were  quickly 
exhaufted ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  devife  extraor- 
dinary means  to  recruit  his  finances.     His  difficul-  Sale  of 
ties  were  confiderably  increafed  by  the  expence  of Dunklrk< 
maintaining  Dunkirk  •,   and  therefore  he  refolved 
to  fell  it  for  a  fum  of  money  to  the  French  mini- 
flry.     Clarendon  and   Southampton,   though  vir- 
tuous miniflers,  were  both  concerned  in  this  tranf- 
action  ;  but,  in  all  probability,  the  expedient  was 
firft  propofed  by  Charles  himfelf.     The  chancellor 
invited  D'Eftrades,    the  French   minifter  at  the 
Hague,    to    come   over    to  London,   where    he 
managed  this  negotiation  ;  and  the  French  king 
purchafed  Dunkirk,    with    all    the  artillery  and 
ammunition  in  the  place.,  for  the  confideration  of 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

While  this  affair  was  in    agitation,  Berkftead,  Execmionof 
Cobbet,  and  Okey,  three  of  the  regicides,  who  had  ^rbkftead> 
efcaped  to  the   continent,   were    difcovered,  and  okey. '  * 
arreiled  in  Holland  by  Downing  the  Englifh  refi- 
dent  at  the  Hague,  who  had  formerly  ierved  the 
commonwealth,  and  been  chaplain  to  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Okey.     He  now  feized  and  con- 
veyed them  on  board  of  an  Englifn  fliip,  without 
giving  them  time  to  claim  the  protection  of  the 
States  •,  and  they  were  executed  at  Tyburn,  \vhef*e 
they  behaved  with  equal  moderation  and  decorum. 
Their  trial  was  foon  followed  by  that  of  Sir  Henry 
Vane  and  general  Lambert,  who  had  been  excepted 
C  2  from 
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A.  c.  1662.  from  the  act  of  indemnity,  as  principal  authors  of 
the  troubles,  though  they  were  not  in  the  number 
of  thofe  who  fat  in  judgment  upon  the  king.  Their 
execution  had  been  fufpended,  at  the  intercefiion 
of  the  convention-parliament  •,  but  this,  out  of  its 
great  zeal,  petitioned  for  their  trial.  Vane  was 
indicted  for  his  conduct  after  the  king's  death  : 
and  defended  himfelf  with  great  ability.  He  faid, 
that  he  had  acted  in  obedience  to  an  eftablilhed 
authority-,  and  if  an  acknowledgment  of  that 
authority  was  criminal,  the  whole  nation  was  guilty: 
he  pleaded  the  ftatute  of  the  feventh  Henry, 
enacting,  That  no  man  mould  be  queftioned  for 
adhering  to  the  eftabliihed  prince:  he  dilclaimed 
all  the  cruelties  that  had  been  practifed  upon  the 
parliament  and  the  king  :  he  reminded  them  of 
the  perfecution  he  had  undergone  for  oppofing  the 
ufurpation  of  Cromwell  •,  and  obferved,  that  altho* 
he  could  have  efcaped  from  his  enemies,  at  the 
reftoration,  he  chofe  rather  to  flay,  and  give  tefti- 
mony  with  his  blood,  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  which 
he  had  efpoufed.  The  law  was  ftrained  for  his 
conviction  •,  and  he  fell,  in  all  probability,  a  facri- 
fice  to  the  manes  of  the  earl  of  Strafford,  againft 
whom  he  had  acted  with  the  moft  rancorous  enmity. 
Though  naturally  fearful,  he  was  fo  animated  by 
his  enthufiairn,  as  to  bear  his  fate  with  fortitude  and 
compofure.  When  he  was  brought  to  the  fcaffold 
to  fuffer  decapitation,  he  fpoke  to  the  multitude  in 
juftiftcation  of  the  caufe  in  which  he  had  embarked; 
but  he  was  filenced  by  the  noife  of  drums  and 
trumpets.  Lambert  was  likewife found  guilty  and 
condemned  ;  but,  in  confequence  of  his  lubmifiive 
behaviour  at  his  trial,  he  obtained  a  reprieve,  and 
was  confined  to  the  ifland  of  Guernfey,  where  he 
lived  twenty  years  in  oblivion. 
TwMhoM.  VVhen  the  act  of  uniformity  took  place,  Ib  con- 

fand  prefbv-  .        .   .  •  r  V> 

lerianminu  trary  to  the  king  s  declaration  from  Breda,  and  Jo 
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much  to  the  difhonour  of  Charles,  two  thoufand  A.C.  166*. 
prefbyterian  ministers  chofe  rather  to  refign  their 
benences,  and  embrace  beggary,  than  fublcribe  the 
articles.  1'hey  thought  that  the  bifhops  would  not 
venture  to  expel  fuch  a  number  of  popular  preach- 
ers ;  and  that  the  king,  who  was  indifferent  to  all 
forms  of  religion,  would  not  luffer  his  promiie  to  be 
violated,  on.  account  of  any  religious  diipute. 
Charles  was  wholly  paflive  on  this  occafion.  He  did, 
indeed,  hate  the  manners  of  the  prefbyterians  -, 
but  he  was  now  directed  by  the  earl  of  Clarendon, 
who  thought  it  reasonable  that  the  church  mould 
be  purged  of  thoie  intruders,  who  had  deformed 
her  beauties,  perfecuted  iier  minifters,  ;and  taken 
pofTcflion  of  her  wealth.  In  order  to  mitigate  in 
fome  meaiure  the  feverity  of  this  act,  the  king  iffued 
a  declaration,  promifmg  to  uie  his  influence  with 
the  parliament,  to  concur  in  pafllng  a  law  by  which 
he  might  be  enabled  more  fully  to  exert  his  difpenf- 
ing  power  in  favour  of  thole  who,  from  confcienti . 
ous  motives,  could  not  comply  with  the  act  of  uni- 
formity. This  was  intended  as  a  preliminary  to  a 
general  toleration,  the  benefit  of  which  might 
extend  to  the  catholics,  to  whom  the  king  had  a 
lecret  propenfity.  They  had  Supported  the  rights 
of  the  crown  during  the  late  troubles.  There  was 
a  fplendor  and  magnificence  in  their  mode  of  worfhrp 
that  captivated  the  fancy  of  Charles.  The  impor- 
tunities of  his  mother,  and  the  perluafions  of  thofe 
with  whom  he  lived  in  exile,  are  faid  to  have  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  embrace  that  religion  ;  and  his 
brother  the  duke  of  York,  who  had  great  influence 
over  his  conduct,  was  fuperftitioufly  addicted  to 
popery. 

The  commiflioners  appointed  by  parliament  to 

fee  the  corporation-act  put  in  execution,  uied  their 

authority  with  fuch  rigour,  that  there  was  not  an 

officer  left  in  any  community,  who  did  not  warmly 
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A.c.  i66»,  efpoufe  the  principles  of  the  parliament.  They 
moreover  demolifhed  the  walls  of  Gloucefter, 
Coventry,  Northampton,  and  Leicefter,  becaufe 
thefe  places  in  the  civil  war  had  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  by  their  zeal  againft  monarchy.  About  the 


executed3!" 


Were 


for  having  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  to  murder  the 
king,  his  brother,  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  and  to 
furprife  the  Tower  of  London  and  the  caftle  of 
Windfor.  Though  no  perfon  of  confequence  was 
concerned  in  this  defign,  it  was  reprefented  as  a 
very  ferious  affair  by  the  miniftry,  who  pretended 
that  Ludlow,  and  all  the  republican  officers,  were 
Bumet.  ready  to  appear  in  open  rebellion,  Ludlow  had 
£*?'£•  made  his  eicape  into  Switzerland  immediately  after 
Hume!  the  reftoration  ;  and  there  he  lived  without  making 
the  leaft  attempt  to  retrieve  the  fortune  of  himfelf 
and  his  afibciates.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year, 
admiral  Lawfon  failing  with  a  fquadron  to  the  coaft 
of  Barbary,  compelled  the  dey  of  Algiers  to  con- 
clude a  peace  with  England  :  then  the  king  made 
Tangier  a  free-port,  and  favoured  it  with  particular 
privileges. 

The  prefbyterians  thinking  themfelves  unjuilly 
opprefled,  petitioned  the  king  and  council,  that 
they  might  be  exempted  from  the  penalties  ipeci- 
fitd  in  the  act  of  uniformity  ^  and  his  majefty 
publifhed  a  proclamation,  declaring,  that  although 
he  adhered  with  all  his  heart  to  that  aft  -,  never- 
thelefs,  out  of  regard  to  fome  of  his  fubjects,  he 
was  willing  to  difpenfe  with  their  obierving  certain 
A  c.  1663.  articks  therein  contained.  This  indulgence  was 
planned  on  purpofe  to  favour  the  catholics,  and 
therefore  tranfafted  without  the  privity  and  concur- 
rence of  the  chancellor,  whofe  credit  with  the 
king  now  began  to  decline.  He  was  a  violent 
enemy  to  the  papifls,  and  therefore  hated  by  the 
queen-  mother,  the  duke  of  York,  and  the  earl  of 
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Briftol,  who  had  turned  Roman-catholic  during  his  A-c-  '6^3. 
exile.     He  now  employed  all   his  wit,  humour,  C]arpn(,orf9 
and  vivacity,   in  ridiculing  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  credit  begins 
and  rendering  that  faithful  minifter   difagreeable to  detllne' 
in  the  eyes  of  his  fovereign.     The  chancellor  was 
likewife    detefted    by  Mrs.  Palmer,    the    king's 
favourite  concubine,  who  was  afterwards  created 
dutchels  of  Cleveland.     She  was  a  woman  aban- 
doned by  every  fentiment  of  virtue  and  decorum  ; 
proud,    revengeful,     profligate,    and    rapacious. 
Clarendon  difdained  to  flatter  her  vanity,  or  gratify 
her   avarice;    therefore    all    her   influence    upon 
Charles  was  ufed  to  his  prejudice.  Secretary  Nicholas, 
the  chancellor's  intimate  friend,  was  deprived  of 
his  office,  which  the  king  conferred  upon  his  pro- 
fefied  enemy  Sir  Henry  Bennet,  a  reputed  papift, 
who  was  afterwards  created  lord  Arlington. 

Charles  has  left  very  few  inftances  of  his  grati-  chariesnot 
tude  upon  record.  He  granted  penfions  to  the  renwkahie 
Pendrells,  to  Mrs,  Lane,  and  fome  other  perfons,  6™~ 
who  had  contributed  to  his  preiervation  after  the 
battle  of  Worcefte r  •,  but  he  neglected  the  poor 
cavaliers  who  had  been  ruined  by  their  zeal  for 
him  and  his  father's  houie.  A  fum  of  money  had 
been  once  raifed  by  the  parliament  for  their  relief; 
but  this  was  by  no  means  proportioned  to  their 
merits  and  neceffities.  Charles  was  fo  prodigal 
in  the  articles  of  his  common  expence,  that  he 
could  not  fupply  them  from  his  own  revenue  ;  and 
he  found  it  convenient  to  employ  another  fort  of 
people,  whofe  affection  it  was  neceffary  to  con- 
ciliate :  fo  that  the  unfortunate  royalifls  being  dif- 
appointed  in  their  fanguine  hopes,  loudly  com- 
plained of  his  ingratitude  •,  but  he  fled  from  their 
clamours  to  fcenes  of  mirth,  jollity,  and  feniual 
pleafure. 

The  commons,    alarmed  at  the  declaration  for 
indulgence,  in  which  the  king  aflumed  a  difpenfmg  1 
C  4  power,  £ 
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A.C.  j663.  powef,  and  that  too,  in  order  to  weaken  the  force 
of  the  law  which  they  had  enacted,  prefented  an 
addrefs,  in  which  they  took  the  liberty  to  differ  in 
opinion  from  his  majefty,  touching  the  performance 
of  his  promife  at  Breda.  They  alledged,  that  this 
was  no  more  than  a  gracious  declaration,  that  he 
would  exert  his  influence  with  the  parliament  in 
favour  of  tender  conferences  :  they  oblerved,  that 
as  the  parliament  did  not  think  proper  to  advife  or 
countenance  fuch  indulgence,  his  majeity  was  ac- 
quitted of  all  obligation  towards  nonconformifts. 
They  enumerated  the  inconveniences  which  might 
arife  from  a  toleration  •,  and  propoied,  as  the  moil 
effectual  method  to  prevent  fchifms,  troubles,  and 
tlivifions,  that  the  laws  mould  be  executed  for  the 
iupport  of  the  eftablifhed  religion,  according  to 
the  act  of  uniformity.  Charles,  finding  his  defigns 
fo  difagreeable  to  the  commons,  thought  proper 
to  poftpone  it  to  a  more  favourable  opportunity  ; 
but  the  two  houfes  petitioned  him,  in  another 
addrefs,  to  iffue  a  proclamation,  commanding  all 
Roman  catholic  priefts  andjefuits  to  quit  the  king- 
dom, except  fuch  as  were  in  the  fervice  of  the  two 
queens,  or  belonged  to  foreign  ambafTadors.  The 
king  aiTured  them  of  his  zeal  for  the  proteftant 
religion  j  and  the  proclamation  was  publifhed, 
thojgh  it  produced  very  little  effect. 

clarendon  While  the  commons  were  employed  in  fettling 
impeached  the  funds  for  the  king's  revenue,  Charles  being 
of  Briitoi!  reduced  to  great  neceffity,  aflembled  them  in  the 
•Banqueting-houle  at  Whitehall;  and,  in  the  clofe 
of  a  flattering  fpeech,  replete  with  profeffions  of 
eternal  gratitude,  and  the  warmed  affection,  begged 
a  lupply  for  his  prefent  occafions,  which  he  laid . 
were  extremely  prefTmg.  .  They  could  not  refift 
his  pathetic  addrefs ;  and  therefore  granted  him 
four  entire  lubfidies.  And  the  convocation  of  the 
clergy  followed  their  example.  Although  the 

king's 
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king's  affection  was  by  this  time  in  a  great  meafure  A- c- 1653' 
alienated  from  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  he  could  not 
forget  his  faithful  fervices  and  attachment;  and 
therefore  that  nobleman  ftill  retained  his  office  and 
a  certain  degree  of  favour  :  fo  that  the  catholic 
party  began  to  fear  he  would  retrieve  the  credit  he 
had  loft.  This  confideration,  in  all  probability, 
induced  the  earl  of  Briftol  to  impeach  the  chancellor 
of  high-treafon.  In  this  ftrange  inconfiftent  charge, 
he  was  accufed  of  having  endeavoured  to  fix  the 
imputation  of  popery  upon  the  king  :  of  having 
promifed  to  ufe  his  influence  in  abolishing  the  penal 
laws  againft  papiits:  of  having  contented  to  fome 
articles  difgraceful  to  the  proteftant  religion,  in  the 
treaty  for  the  king's  marriage :  of  having  fcanda- 
lized  his  majefty:  advifed  the  fale  of  Dunkirk: 
reviled  both  houfes  of  parliament :  enriched  him- 
felf  by  felling  employments  ;  and  embezzled  the 
public  money.  This  impeachment  appeared  ib 
void  of  all  foundation  and  probability,  that  it  was 
rejected  by  the  lords  •,  and  the  earl  of  Briftol  was 
fo  much  afhamed  of  his  conduct,  that  for  fome  time 
he  did  not  appear  in  public. 

In  this  lemon  the  commons  granted  to  the  duke  Kennet. 
of  York,  the  profits  arifmg  from  the  poft  and  wine-  Echari- 
licence  offices  :  fo  that  he  was  enabled  to  keep  a 
feparate  court,  and  live  altogether  independent  of 
his  brother.     The  parliament  b^ing  prorogued  to 
the  fixteenth  day  of  March,  the  king  and  queen 
made  a  progrefs  into  the  weftern   counties ;  and 
were  entertained  with  great   magnificence  by  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford.     During  their  abience  from  confpiracy 
London,  the  miniftry  difcovered  another  confpiracy  of  'hei«de- 
formed  by  the   independents  and  republicans,  top°r 
furprife  feveral  towns  in  the  North,   and  excite  a 
general  infurrection  :  it  was  an  idlefcheme  of  fome 
inconfiderable   fanatics    and    diJbanded   foldim ; 
hirty  of  whom  were  taken  and  executed.     The* 
8  king 
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A.  c.  1663.  king  made  a  handle  of  this  defpicable  attempt,  to 
demand,  in  his  fpeech,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
two  houfes,  that  the  a6t  for  triennial  parliaments 
{hould  be  repealed ;  and  they  complied  with  his 
requefl,  in  coniequence  of  his  affirming,  that  the 
kingdom  was  expoied  to  continual  troubles  from 
the  fuggeftions  of  a  fet  of  men,  who  pretended  that 
this  parliament  was  difiblved  by  virtue  of  that  act ; 
and  arrogated  to  themfelves  the  right  of  meeting 
for  a  new  election. 

A.  0.1664.  In  the  month  of  April,  the  commons  having 
The  krng's  examined  the  obflacles  to  the  trade  of  the  nation, 
^warT-kiT  voted,  That  the  wrongs,  affronts,  and  indignities, 
thcDutch.  offered  by  the  Dutch,  in  the  Indies,  Africa,  and 
elfewhere,  to  the  fubjects  of  England,  had  in  a 
great  meafure  obftrudted  the  trade  of  the  nation  : 
That  his  majefty  mould  be  intreated  to  procure 
reparation  for  thefe  wrongs,  and  take  meafures 
for  preventing  fuch  injuries  for  the  future  ;  for 
which  purpofes  the  two  houfes  would  affift  him  to 
their  utmolt  power  againft  all  oppofers.  This  was 
the  prelude  of  a  war  with  Holland,  upon  which  the 
king  had  been  for  fome  time  determined.  Nothing 
more  frivolous  could  be  afiigned  for  engaging  in 
this  enterprize.  In  fpecifying  particulars,  the 
Dutch  were  charged  with  having  taken.two  Englifh 
Ihips  in  the  Eaft-Indies ;  but  they  alledged,  that 
thofe  mips  had  been  employed  in  carrying  on  an 
illicit  commerce,  and  the  ftates  had  actually  depo- 
fited  a  fum  of  money  exceeding  the  value  of  them, 
until  the  Englifh  court  of  admiralty  could  determine 
the  merit  of  the  caufe.  The  war  owed  its  origin 
to  other  motives.  Charles,  whofe  prodigality  kept 
him  always  necefiitous,  forefaw  that  he  mould  be 
able  to  convert  to  his  private  ufe  part  of  the  fup- 
plies  granted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  war :  hf 
delighted  in  fhip -building;  and  was  ambitious  c 
equipping  a  navy  that  mould  give  law  to  all  tfe 
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maritime  dates  in  Europe  :  his  brother  longed  for  A  c- l66*' 
an  opportunity  to  fignalize  his  courage  and  power 
as  high- admiral,  againft  a  people  he  hated,  not 
only  for  the  republican  principles,  but  alfo  as  one 
of  the  chief  bulwarks  of  the  proteftant  religion : 
the  trading  part  of  the  nation  looked  upon  the 
Dutch  as  the  moft  dangerous  rivals  in  commerce ; 
and  the  royal  African  company,  in  particular,  had 
been  thwarted  by  the  Dutch  in  fixing  their  fettle - 
ments  on  the  coaft  of  Guiney. 

The  two  houles  having  prefented  an  addrefs  to 
the  king  on  the  fubjecl:  of  their  vote,  he  exprefled 
his  fatisfaction  at  this  inftance  of  their  zeal  for  the 
advancement  of  commerce ;  faid,  he  would  ex- 
amine the  particular  complaints  which  had  been 
made  againft  the  fubjecls  of  the  flates-general,  and 
order  his  minifter  at  the  Hague  to  demand  imme- 
diate reparation.  Inftru&ions  were  fent  to  Down- 
ing for  this  purpoie  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
duke  of  York,  as  governor  of  the  royal  African 
company,  fent  Sir  Robert  Holmes  with  a  fquadron 
to  diftrefs  the  Dutch  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of 
Guiney.  He  drove  them  from  Cape  de  Verd ;  Hoftiiit;« 
built  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gambia  j  ^m™* 
made  himfelf  matter  of  Cape-corfe  cafrle,  and  took  the  Dutch 
a  great  number  of  their  trading  veffels.  From 
thence  he  failed  to  America,  anQ  took  pofieflion  of 
Nova  Belgia,  which  changed  its  name  to  that  of 
New -York.  At  this  very  juncture,  admiral  de 
Ruyter  and  Sir  John  Lawfon  had  failed  with  com- 
bined fquadrons  againft  the  corlairs  of  Algiers. 
The  ftates  were  no  iboner  informed  of  the  hoftilitie^ 
committed  upon  their  fubjefts  by  Holmes,  than 
they  difpatched  private  orders  to  De  Ruyter,  im- 
porting, that  he  mould  fail  to  the  coaft  of  Guiney, 
ind  make  reprifals  on  the  Englifh.  He  according- 
V  undertook  the  voyage,  re-eftabliflied  the  Dutch 

in 


28  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  1664.  in  all  their  pofiefiions,  expelled  the  Englifh  from 
forne  of  their  old  fettlements,  and  made  prize  of 
aH  -he  mips  that  fell  into  his  hands.  Then  he 
failed  to  the  Welt-Indies,  where  he  was  repulied  in 
an  attack  upon  Barbadoes  •,  and  afterwards  made 
attempts  upon  fome  of  the  Englifh  colonies  in 
North  America. 

JntrdS"  Downing,  the  Englifh  minifter  at  the  Hague, 
an  ambaira  prefcnted  s.  memorial  to  the  ftates,  demanding  latis- 
ImaryTo0"  fadtion  for  the  damages  done  to  the  Englifh,  which, 
London,  he  faid,  amounted  to  ieven  or  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  •,  and  they  being  willing  to  avoid  a 
war,  lent  over  Van  Goch,  as  an  ambafiador-extra- 
ordinary  to  London,  to  compromife  the  differences 
between  the  two  nations.  \Vhen  he  complained 
of  the  hostilities  committed  by  Holmes,  Charles 
pretended  this  was  a  private  difference  between 
two  companies,  of  which  he  would  not  pretend  to 
take  cognizance  •,  and  he  excuied  his  having  pro- 
hibited the  importation  of  merchandize  from  Hol- 
land, on  account  of  the  plague,  which  had  been 
introduced  into  that  country.  Neverthelefs,  he 
continued  to  make  preparations  for  war  with  fur-^ 
prifing  induftry.  He  borrowed  one  hundred  thou* 
land  pounds  of  the  citizens  of  London,  who  were 
pleafed  with  the  proipedl  of  a  war  that  threatened 
deftruftion  to  their  rivals  •,  and  he  viiited  all  the 
docks  in  perfon,  that  his  prelence  might  quicken 
the  diligence  of  the  workmen.  In  the  month  of 
November,  the  duke  of  York  fet  fail  with  a 
fquadron,  and  falling  in  with  a  fleet  of  Dutch 
merchant  mips,  took  one  hundred  and  thirty  veffels, 
which  were  detained  as  lawful  prize,  tho'  war  was 
not  yet  declared.  The  French  king  offered  his 
mediation,  which  was  accepted  by  the  States-gene- 
ral :  but  Charles  refufed  to  enter  into  any  negoti 
ation,  until  he  mould  have  received  entire  lati- 
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faction  for  the  lolTes  and  infults  which  his  fubjefts  A- c-  «"*• 
had  fuftained. 

The  parliament,  before  its  laft  prorogation,  had  ™^sc™~ 
paiTed  an  aft  againft  conventicles,  ordaining  that  .ery  large 
every  perlbn  convicted  of  having  been  prefent  at  a  ^^JiT 
religious  meeting  of  diiTenters,  Ihould  be  fined  in  the  ncpence 
five  pounds  for  the  firft  offence,  ten  for  the  fecond,  of  theflwt* 
and  for  the  third  be  tranfported  to  the  plantations  : 
by  this  law  the  prefbytenans  were  excluded  from 
all  benefit  of  the  declaration  from  Breda.     When 
the  two  houles  met  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
November,  the  king   gave  them  to  understand, 
that  upon   his  own    credit  he    had    equipped  the 
ftrongeft  fleet  that  ever  England  owned ;  and  that 
as  he  had  expended  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
on  this  armament,  he  hoped  the  commons  would 
indulge  him  with  proportionable  fupplies     He  laid 
the  dates  had,  by  numberleis  artifices,  eluded  every 
reafonable   propofal  for    a   pacification ;    and   he 
allured  them,   that,  mould  he  be  compelled  to  en- 
gage in  hoftilities,  he  would  never  liltc  n  to  any 
overtures  of  peace,  until   after   having  obtained 
thofe  ends  for  which  the  war   mould  be  under- 
taken.    The  commons  were  ib  well   ciiipofcd  to 
concur  with  his  defires,  that  they  forthwith  voted 
a  fupply  of  two  millions    five    hundred   thoufand  Bum*, 
pounds  for  the  maintenance  of  this  juit  and  need"  £*("£• 
iary  war :  and   then  Charles   iiTued  a  declaration, 
enjoining  all   his  fubjedts  to  make  reprisals  on  the 
{hips  andvefleis  belonging  to  the  lubjects  of  the 
States-general.      Mean  while  the  Dutch  did  not 
neglect  to  put  themielves  in  a  pollure  or  defence. 
When  the  news  of  De  Ruyter's  progreis  on  the  Tiek:nf 
coaft  of  Guiney,  end  in  the  Welt  Indies,  arrived  ^THwo;r 
in  England,  the  king  publifhed  a  Iblcmn  declara-  Snd.' 
dun  of  war  againft  the  United  Provinces,  with  the 
unanimous  content    of  all  the   privy-couniellors, 
except  the  earls  of  Southampton   and  Clarendon, 

who 


rives 
Fiance. 
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A.C.  1664.  w}10-  nacj  oppofed  this  rupture  from  the  beginning 
of  the  difputes  f . 

Lewis  XIV.  being  importuned  by  the  Dutch  to 
declare  againft  England,  in  confequence  of  the  laft 
treaty  which  he  had  concluded  with  the  States-ge  - 
neral,  and  folicited  by  Charles  to  obferve  a  neutra- 
lity, was  for  fome  time  divided  in  his  fentiments* 
He  was  loth  to  difoblige  Charles,  left  he  mould 
throw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  Spain,  whither  he 
had  lately  fent  an  embafly :  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  his  intereft  to  fupport  De  Wit  and  the 
Loveftein  party  in  Holland  againit  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  naturally  claimed  the  afiiftance  of  his 
r-  uncle  the  king  of  England,  In  order  to  gain  time, 
from  he  fent  the  duke  de  Vernueil,  at  the  head  of  3 
fplendid  embafly,  to  London,  with  offers  of  me- 
diating a  peace  between  England  and  the  United 
Provinces  ;  and  there  they  continued  till  the  latter 
end  of  the  fucceeding  year,  though  their  endea- 
vours did  not  meet  with  fuccefs.  The  duke  ot' 
York  putting  to  lea  ih  the  month  of  May,  before 
the  Dutch  fleet  was  aflembled,  failed  towards  the 
coaft  of  Holland,  and  cruiied  near  the  Texel  fit- 
teen  days,  during  which  he  took  a  great  number 
of  their  mips  homeward-bound  ;  then  he  retired  to 
Harwich  road.  After  his  departure,  the  fleets  of 
Holland  and  Zealand  joined,  to  the  number  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  exclufive  of  firefhips, 
under  the  command  of  admiral  Opdam,  Cortenaer, 
Evertzen,  and  Cornelius  Van  Tromp,  fon  of  the 
celebrated  Martin  Van  Tromp,  who  loft  his  life 
in  the  late  war.  This  armament  was  fitted  out  by 
the  advice,  vigilance,  and  activity  of  John  De 

-J-  The  parliament  was  prorogued  to  taxed  by  the  commons,  like  the  reft 

Auguft,    and  afterward?  te  Oftober.  of  the  community       By  this  refigna- 

In  this  fefiion,  the  clergy  refigned  the  tien,  they  parted   with  their  impor- 

right  of  taxing  themfelves  in  convo-  unce,  and  have  been  very  little  con- 

caticn  :  fo  that  henceforth  they  were  fideied  fince  that  period, 

Wit, 
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Wit,  penfionary  of  Holland,  a  man  of  very  extcn-  A- c 166$. 
'five  talents,  who  poflefled  the  fpiritof  an  old  Greek 
republican.  He  had  always  oppofed  the  growing 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Orange,  left  it  mould  one 
day  enflave  his  country.  His  intereft  now  predo- 
minated in  the  commonweath  ;  and  he  refolved  to 
hazard  a  general  engagement  with  the  Englifh,  be- 
caufe,  even  if  the  Dutch  navy  Ihoukl  be  defeated, 
that  event  would  induce  the  French  king  to  declare 
for  the  republic. 

Opdam  therefore  failed  in  queft  of  the  Englifh 
fleet,  and  defcried  it  near  Colchefter  ;  but  the 
wind  changing  fo  as  to  blow  from  the  ibuth-weft, 
he  bore  away  for  the  mouth  of  the  Meufe,  rather 
than  engage  the  enemy,  while  they  had  the  advan- 
tage of  the  weather-gage.  He  received  a  frefh  or- 
der from  the  flutes,  commanding  him,  upon  pain 
of  death,  to  fight  the  Engliih,  whatever  might  be 
the  ftate  of  the  weather.  He  forthwith  weighed 
anchor  on  the  third  day  of  June  •,  and  in  a  few 
hours  fell  in  with  the  Engliih  fleet,  confiding  of 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  fail,  exclufive  of  fire- 
fliips  and  ketches,  under  the  command  of  the 
duke  of  York,  aflifted  by  prince  Rupert  and  the 
earl  of  Sandwich,  with  Penn,  Lawfon,  Sir  George 
Ayfcue,  and  fome  other  inferior  admirals.  The 
engagement  began  at  four  in  the  morning,  and 
both  fides  fought  with  their  ufual  intrepidity.  The  Thereof 
duke  of  York  was  in  the  hotteil  part  of  the  battle,  Y.ork  obr 
and  behaved  with  great  fpirit  and  compofure,  even  tory  over " 
when  the  earl  of  Falmouth,  the  lord  Mufkerry, 
and  Mr.  Boyle  were  killed  at  his  fide  by  one  cannon 
ball,  which  covered  him  with  the  blood  and  brains 
of  thefe  three  gallant  gentlemen.  He  was  clolely 
engaged  with  Opdam,  while  that  officer  periflied 
by  his  fnip's  blowing  up  •,  his  flag  was  hoifted  by 
Cortenaer,  who  likewife  fell  in  the  battle  :  a  good 
number  of  the  Dutch  captains  had  been  promoted 

in 
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A.C,  i«65.  in  the  iervice  by  the  intereft  of  the  prevailing  fac- 
tion, without  any  regard  to  merit,  and  fome  of 
thefe  were  deficient  in  point  of  courage.  In  a  word, 
the  enemy  was  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  nineteen 
mips  either  burned  or  funk  in  the  action,  and  about 
fix  thoufand  men.  The  victory  coft  the  Eng- 
lifli  three  or  four  mips,  and  fifteen  hundred  men, 
among  whom  was  vice-admiral  Lawfon,  an  officer 
of  great  valour  and  experience :  the  Dutch  fleet 
were  chafed  to  the  coaft  of  Holland,  Van  Tromp 
fecuring  their  retreat  with  equal  valour  and  difcre- 
tion*.  The  duke  of  York  failing  back  to  Eng- 
land, left  the  fleet  at  anchor,  and  repaired  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  was  received  amidft  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  people.  The  king  ordered  a  day  of 
thankfgiving  to  be  obferved  all  over  England  for 
this  victory  :  and  medals  were  ftruck  in  honour  of 
the  duke  of  York,  who  now  became  the  idol  of 
the  nation,  and  began  to  be  refpected  as  the  pre- 
fumptive  heir  of  the  crown ;  for  the  queen  was 
iuppofed  barren,  and  almoft  totally  neglected  by 
her  hulband.  The  king  and  council  would  not 
fufter  the  duke  to  expofe  his  perfon  to  the  danger 
of  a  fecond  engagement ;  and  therefore  the  com- 
mand of  the  fleet  devolved  upon  the  earl  of  Sand- 
wich. 

*   This  victory  might  have   been  imagined  this  man   had  made  life  of 

jrnch  more  comple'c,  had  not  Broun-  the  duke's  name  without  his  autho- 

cker,  a  gentleman  of  the  duke's  be.!-  rity,  in  confequence  of  an  injunction 

Chamber,   defired   Penn,  in    his   ma-  of  the  dulchefs,  who  had  directed  him 

irer's    narr.e,    to   flacken   fail,  while  to  take  all  oppoitunitiej  ef  confulting 

they  were  in  purfnit  of  the   enemy,  his  mafter's  ptrfonal   fafcty.     Others 

The   duke  had   retired  to   reft,  after  alledge  that   the  duke's  courage  was 

having   given  ord -r  to  ca'ry  ail  the'r  exhaufted ;  and  that  he  was   affe&ed 

fail,  ar.d  wake  him  when  thty  fliould  by  an  exprefiion  of  Penn,    who,   at  ^ 

be  up   with  the  chace.       Whtn    he  council  of  war,   faid,  they  muft  pre- 

awoke,   and    dw  they  had  fliortened  pare  for  a  hotter  engagement  j  for  the 

fail,  he  cxprefleJ  equal  furprize  and  courage  or"  the  Dutch  was  never  fo 

difpleafu.-e  j  2nd  Biouncker  was  tu:n-  high  as  when  they  were  reduced  t.> 

ed  out  cf  his   feivne.      Some  people  dr  Burnet. 

The 
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The  Dutch  fleet  of  merchant  (hips  from  Turkey  A- c-  l66s» 
and  the  Eaft-Indies,  having  failed  North  about,  inunfuccefsfui 
order  to  avoid  the  Englilh  cruifers,  anchored  in  '"'J^ up" 
the  port  of  Berghen  in  Norway,  where  they  lay  Dutch  fleet 
until  De  Ruyter  fhould  come  and  conduct  them  to  cha«e<hiFs 
Holland.  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot,  the  Englifh  envoy  >»  BeTghw,' 
at  Copenhagen,  propoied  to  the  king  of  Denmark, 
that  he  fhould  feize  all  thofe  mips,  which  were 
richly  laden,  by  way  of  revenge  upon  the  Dutch, 
who,  he  faid,  had  involved  him  in  a  troublefome 
war  with  Sweden.  The  Danifh  king  was  tempted 
by  the  richnefs  of  the  prize  ;  but  obferved,  he  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  execute  fuch  a  defign.  Tal- 
bot promifed  to  procure  the  affiftance  of  the  Eng- 
lim  fleet,  provided  he  would  recompenfe  the  cap- 
tors with  one  half  of  what  they  fhould  take:  the 
bargain  was  ftruck  between  the  two  monarchs ; 
and  Charles  ordered  the  earl  of  Sandwich  to  fet 
fail  immediately  for  Berghen.  The  earl  detached 
Sir  Thomas  Tiddeman,  with  part  of  the  fleet,  on 
that  fern ce,  and  he  attacked  the  Dutch  with  great 
impetuofity :  but  the  governor  of  Bergen,  who  had 
not  yet  received  orders  to  remain  paffive,  joined 
the  Hollanders  in  giving  him  fuch  a  warm  recep- 
tion, that  he  was  obliged  to  quit  the  enterprize, 
after  having  received  confiderable  damage.  Charles 
was  not  a  little  chagrined  at  the  difappointment ; 
andfo  diiplealed  with  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  for  hav- 
ing omitted  to  fail  thither  in  perfon,  that  he  was  de- 
prived of  his  command,  and  lent  on  an  embaffy  to 
Madrid.  De  Ruyter  having  returned  from  Ame- 
rica with  a  good  number  of  Englifh  prizes,  was 
promoted  to  the  office  of  lieutenant-admiral-gene- 
ral, and  immediately  veiled  with  the  command  of  a 
fleet  of  ninety-three  fail,  in  excellent  order.  The 
penfionary  De  Wit,  Huygens,  and  Boreel,  em- 
barked as  commifiioners  from  the  ftates.  They, 
with  great  difficulty,  iailed  from  the  Texel  through 
Nu  71.  D  a  new 
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A.  c  iW;.  -  nc\v  paffage  which  De  Wit  now  difcovered  by 
founding.  They  arrived  at  Bcrghen,  and  took 
their  trade  under  convoy  -,  but  they  were  difperfed 
by  a  ftorm,  and  fome  of  them  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Engliih  :  the  reft  of  the  fleet  returned  to 
Holland,  in  a  fhattered  condition. 

S'oV'1  ^t  t^1"ls  Peri°d>  tne  plague  made  terrible  havoc 
in  London,  where  it  fwept  off  above  one  hundred 
thonfand  of  the  inhabitants.  The  king,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  contagion,  retired  to  Hampton-court, 
from  whence  he  removed  his  houmold  to  Salifbury ; 
but  this  city  being  foon  infected,  he  chofe  his  refi- 
dcnce  at  Oxford.  Charles  had  excited  the  famous 
Bernard  Van  Ghalen  bifhop  of  Munfter,  to  take 
arms  againft  the  States-general,  in  confideration  of 
receiving  a  large  fubfidy  from  England.  This  tur- 
bulent prelate  affembled  a  body  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  with  which  he  invaded  the  province  of 
O  very  (Tel,  and  reduced  feveral  places:  but  the 
French  king  and  the  duke  of  Lunenburg  fending 
a  considerable  reinforcement  to  the  Dutch  army, 
and  the  fubfidy  from  England  being  ill  paid,  he  was 
glad  to  liften  to  terms  of  accommodation. 

The  parliament  meeting  at  Oxford  in  the  begin- 
ning of  October  granted  twelve  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  king  for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  and 
one  hundred  thoufand  to  the  duke  of  York,  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  fignal  fervices.  Then  they 

Five  mile    paffed  the  famous  "  Five  mile  act,"  by  which  every 

a<a*  non-conforming  preacher  was  bammed  five  miles 

from  the  place  where  he  had  been  minifter,  after 
the  aft  of  indemnity,  unlefs  he  would  take  the 
oath  of  non-refifcance.  They  were  treated  in  this 
manner,  on  pretence  that  they  had  endeavoured  to 
poifo.n  the  minds  of  the  people,  by  inflilling  into 
them  the  principles  of  ichiim  and  rebellion.  Tho' 
this  proiecution  was  fet  on  foot  by  the  chancellor, 
who  was  the  implacable  enemy  of  the  prefbyterians, 
6  the 
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the  bill  met  wi.th  great  oppofition  in  die  upper  A- c-  l66s. 
houfe,  from  his  intimate  friend  the  earl  of  South- 
ampton. The  fame  fed; -was  perfecuted  with  equal 
fevcrity  in  Scotland,  though  the  majority  of  tiiat 
nation  were  prefbyterians.  The  nonjuring  mini- 
fters  were  commanded  by  a  proclamation  to  remove 
with  their  families,  to  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles 
from  the  places  where  they  ufed  to  refide,  on  pain 
of  incurring  the  penalty  annexed  to  feditious  prac- 
tices. Thefe  people  would  have  been  reduced  to 
a  deplorable  fituation,  had  not  the  charity  of  their 
friends  increaled,  in  proportion  to  the  feverity  of 
the  government. 

1  he  king  of  France,  importuned  by  the  States-  Francs  de- 
general,  at  length  recalled  his  ambafladors,  and,  <i"«  ™* 
in  January,  declared  war  againft  England,  though  S!  tB*" 
he  did  not  enter  heartily  into  the  quarrel  of  his 
allies  •,   and,  indeed,   this  declaration  was  necefTary 
to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  penfionary,  whom  it 
was  certainly  his  intereft  to  fupport.     The  dates 
like  wife  found  means  to  engage  the  king  of  Den- 
mark in  their  caufe,  by  virtue  of  a  large  fubfidy, 
in  confideration   of  which  he   obliged  himfelf  to  ^"™*t> 
maintain  a  fleet  of  thirty  fail  for  their  fervice  :  at  Ralph, 
the  fame  time  they  raifed  up  fuch  a  number  of  ene- 
mies againft  the  biihop  of  Munfter,  that  he  was 
fain   to  tiie  for  peace,    which   was  concluded  at 
Cleves  in  the  month  of  April.     In  the  beginning 
of  February,  the   king  returned  to  London,  and 
war  was  declared  againft  France.     In  the  courie  of 
the  fame  month,  the  queen   by  mifcarrying,  dif- 
proved  the  common  opinion  of  her  being  barren 
from  iome  constitutional  impediment. 

The  command  of  the  fleet  being  beftowed  upon 
prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  the 
former,  with  forty  fhips,  failed  in  queft  of  the 
duke  of  Beaufort,  who  was  laid  to  be  at  Belleifle, 
with  a  fquadron  of  fix  and  thirty  mips,  ready  to 
D  2  enter 
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A.  c.  i665.  enter  the  channel  and  join  the  Dutch  fleet.  After 
he  had  failed  on  this  expedition,  De  Ruyter  ap- 
engageme'nt  pearcd  between  Newport  and  Dunkirk,  with  fe- 
at fo  be-  venty-one  mips  of  the  line,  twelve  frigates, '  thir- 
Engii/h  and  teen  fire  (hips,  and  eight  yachts  -,  Evertzen  and 
Dutch,  in  Tromp  acting  as  inferior  admirals.  The  duke  of 

which  the  .          L       .  .  ......  , 

latter  have  Albemarle,  though  greatly  inferior  m  number  to 
the  advan-  tne  cnemy,  bore  down  upon  them  without  hefita- 
tion,  on  the  firft  day  of  June ;  and  the  Dutch  cap- 
tains were  fo  eager  to  engage,  that  they  ordered 
their  cables  to  be  cut,  that  they  might  be  the  Iboner 
able  to  clofe  with  the  Englifh.  The  battle  began 
with  incredible  fury  :  Tromp,  and  afterwards  De 
Ruyter,  were  obliged  to  fhift  their  Hags,  becaufe 
their  ihips  had  fuftained  fuch  damage  that  they 
were  in  danger  of  finking  •,  one  of  their  fleet  was 
blown  up,  and  admiral  Evertzen  killed  with  a  can- 
non-ball. On  the  other  hand,  Sir  William  Berke- 
ley, who,  led  the  van  of  the  Englifh,  fleered  into 
the  midfl  of  the  enemy,  where  his  ihip  was  over- 
powered and  taken,  after  a  gallant  refiftance,  in 
which  he  loft  his  life :  one  or  two  Englifli  mips 
were  funk,  notvvithftanding  the  valour  and  activity 
of  Albemarie,  who,  though  in  the  decline  of  life, 
fought  with  all  the  ardour  and  vivacity  of  a  youth- 
ful  warrior.  Night  parted  the  combatants  ^  but 
next  day  the  weather  being  more  moderate,  the 
fight  was  renewed  with  redoubled  violence.  Van 
Tromp  having  engaged  himfclf  too  far  among  the 
Engliih,  would  have  been  taken,  had  not  De  Ruy- 
ter come  to  his  afiiflance,  and  brought  him  off. 
Thefe  two  admirals  were  of  oppofite  factions,  and 
rivals  for  glory  :  they  were  infpired  with  emula- 
tion, and  fought  with  equal  conduct  and  refolu- 
tion.  The  Dutch  being  joined  with  a  reinforce- 
ment of  fixteen  mips,  and  the  Englifh  fleet  mat- 
tered iri  fuch  a  manner,  that  not  above  eight  and 
twenty  fail  remained  fit  for  fervice,  the  duke  of 

Albemarle 
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Albemarle  was  obliged  to  iheer  off,  and  retreat  to-  A-c  »<*6. 
wards  the  coaft  of  England,  followed  by  the  vido- 
rious  enemy,  who  had  come  up  with  him  towards 
the  evening,  when  a  calm  prevented  them  from  be- 
ginning a  frefli  attack.  In  the  morning  of  the  third 
day,  Albemarle  having  made  a  previous  difpofition, 
fent  the  dilabled  mips  a-head,  while  he  himfelf 
remained  in  the  rear  with  thofe  that  v/ere  ftill  capa- 
ble of  fervicc,  fo  as  to  form  a  line  a-ftern  occafio- 
nally  for  the  reception  of  the  purfuers.  About 
two  o'clock,  when  the  Dutch  were  almoft  within 
gun-mot,  the  duke  defcried  prince  Rupert  and  his 
fquadron  to  the  fouthward,  crowding  all  their  fails 
to  come  up  with  him,  and  immediately  hauled  up- 
on a  wind  to  join  this  reinforcement.  Sir  George 
Ayfcue,  in  a  {hip  of  one  hundred  guns  had  the 
misfortune  to  ftrike  on  the  Galloper  fands,  where 
he  was  furrounded  and  taken.  The  two  Englifli 
fleets  having  joined,  prepared  for  another  engage- 
ment, and  in  the  morning  bore  down  upon  the 
Dutch,  who  waited  for  them  without  flinching.  A 
fourth  bactle  was  now  begun  with  equal  rage  and 
refolution  on  both  fides,  and  continued  until  it  was 
interrupted  by  a  thick  fog,  when  the  Englifh  found 
themfelves  fo  maltreated,  that  they  took  this  op- 
portunity to  retire,  with  the  lofs  of  divers  large 
mips  that  were  funk  or  taken  by  the  enemy.  Both 
fides  claimed  the  victory  j  but  the  Dutch  had  cer- 
tainly obtained  the  advantage,  though  there  was  no 
glory  loft  by  either  nation. 

Both  fleets  were  ibon  refitted  :  and  De  Ruyter 
was  ordered  to  put  to  fea,  to  join  the  duke  de  Beau-  £  dS? 
fort  with  the  French  fquadron.     On  the  twenty- e(1  bx  rhe 
fourth    day  of  July,  he  fell  in  with  the  Engliih  ^^cT" 
fleet,  commanded  by  prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  Rup-nawi 
of  Albemarle  :  it  amounted  to  above  one  hundred  Ajbemaiuf 
fail,  while  lhat  of  the  ftates  did  not  exceed  eighty- 
eight  (hips  of  war  and  nineteen  firelhips.    The  bat- 
D  3  tie 
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A.  c.  1666.  tie  began  near  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and  was 
fought  with  equal  rage  and  emulation.     Sir  Tho- 
mas Allen,  vice-admiral  of  the  white,  defeated  the 
van  of  the  enemy,  and  three  of  their  inferior  ad- 
mirals were   flain.     In  the  mean  time  Sir  Jeremy 
Smith,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  was  worlled  by 
Van  Tromp,  who  followed  the  chace  fo  far  that  he 
was  entirely  feparated  from  the  center.     De  Ruyter 
being  overpowered  by  numbers,  luftained  the  en- 
gagement till  night  with  difficulty  •,  and  was  next 
day  attacked  by  the  whole  force  of  the  Englifh. 
navy.     He   bore  the  mock  \vith  unlhaken  relblu- 
tion,  and  gained  more  glory  by  his  retreat  than 
the  Englifh  acquired  by  their  victory.     They  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  coaft  of  Flufhing,  and  then  failed 
in  queft  of  Tromp,  whom  they  defcried  near  Har- 
wich ;  but,  in  fpite  of  all  their  efforts,   he  retreated 
with  very  little  lofs  to  the  Texel.      He  was  of  the 
Orange  faction,  and  fuppcfed  to  have  delerted  De 
Ruyter  from  motives  of  animofity.     This  admiral 
having  complained  of  his  conduct,  he  was  put  un- 
der arreft,  and  his  commiiTion  beftowed  upon  ano- 
ther  officer.     The  duke  of  Albemarle  detached 
Holmes,  with  a  fquadron,  to   infult   the  coalt  of 
Holland,     In  the  road  of  Vlye  he  burned  a  great 
number  of  veflels,  and  two  mips  of  war  appointed 
for  their  convoy  :  then  he  made  a  defcent  upon  ths 
ifland  of  Schelling,  and  reduced  the  town  of  Bran- 
dans  to  a(hes.     After  this  expedition,  the  Englifh 
fleet  took  their  ftation  near  the  ifle  of  Wight,  to 
hinder  the  junction  of  the  French  and  Dutch  fqua- 
drons,  while  De  Ruyter  anchored  in  the  road  of  St. 
John,  near  Boulogne.     There  he  v/as  taken  dan- 
geroufly  ill  of  a  contagious  diftemper,  which  had 
made  terrible  havock  among  the  fc-amen  ;  and  the 
Jlates  thought  proper  to  recal  him  to  Holland.  The 
duke  of  Beaufort,  thinking  they  were  ftill  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Boulogne,  failed  up  the  channel 

as 
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as  far  as  Dieppe,  and  then  directed  his  courfe  to  the  A- c  l666> 
coaft  of  Britany,  without  fuffering  the  leaft  molefta- 
tion  from  the  Englifh. 

About  this  period,  London   v/as  expofed   to  a  rir 
terrible  difafter  from  a  conflagration,  which  broke  doa- 
out  on  the  third  day  of  September,  in  the  houfe  of 
a   baker   that  lived   on  Fifh-ftreet  hill,  near   the 
bridge.  The  flames,  augmented  by  a  ftrong  eafterly 
wind,  raged  with  furprifing    violence.      They  de- 
ftroyed    fix  hundred  Itreets,  including  eighty-nine 
churches,  many  hofpitals  and  public  edifices,  and 
thirteen  thoufand  two  hundred  private  houfes.  The 
ruins,  comprehending  four  hundred  and  thirty  fix 
acres  of  ground,  extended  from  the  Tower  along 
the  river  to  the  Temple-church,  and  north-eafterly 
along  the  city  walls  as  far  as  Hoi  born -bridge.  The 
conflagration  continued   three  days,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  endeavours  that  could  be  ufed  to  (lop  its 
progrefs,  the  king  and  the  duke  afllfting  perfonally 
on  horfeback,  from  the  firft  alarm  to  its  total  cef- 
fation.     At   length  when  all    hope  had  vaniihed, 
and    the  wretched   inhabitants  were   overwhelmed 
with  confternaticn  and  defpair,  it  fuddenly  ceaied, 
and  was  entirely  extinguilhed,  after  having  reduced 
many  thoufand  families  from   affluence  to  mifery, 
and  the  moft  flouriming  city  in  Europe  to  a  deplor- 
able  heap  of  rubbifh.     Nevcrthtlds  the  fpirit  of 
the  people  did  not  fink  under  this  calamity.     Lon- 
don rofe  more  beautiful  frcm  its  afhes.     The  king, 
by  a  ftretch  of  the  prerogative,  regulated  the  plans 
of  the  new  ftrrets,  lo  as  to  render  them  more  fpa- 
cious  and  convenient    than  thole  which  had  been 
burned  ±  and  he  prohibited  the  ufe  of  lath  and  tim- 
ber,  as  materials  for  the  conilruction  of  the  houfes. 
The  narrown.cfs  of  the  ftreets  had  not  only  fubjected. 
them  to  cafualties  of  this  nature-,  but  allb  prevent- 
ed a  fres:  circulation  of  air,    which  being  impreg- 
nated with  animal  vapours,-  was  apt  to  putiity,  a;:J 
produce  infectious  diftempers,  infomuch  that  Lon- 
D  4  djn 
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A.C.  j666.  Jon  was  fcarce  ever  free  from  a  contagion  -,  whereas 
no  fuch  diftemper  has  appeared  fmce  the  city  was 
rebuilt. 

imputed  to  The  fire  of  London  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  effeft 
catholics.  Of  malicious  defign,  and  vanoufly  imputed  to  the 
Roman  catholics  and  the  republians,  as  the  ilream 
of  prejudice  happened  to  run  -t  though  it  does 
not  appear  hew  fuch  a  fcheme  could  contribute  to 
the  intereit  of  either  party.  The  populace  gene- 
rally exclaimed  againft  the  catholics  as  the  authors 
of  this  conflagration.  The  parliament  appointed  a 
committee  to  make  a  fevere  fcrutiny  on  this  fub- 
ject,  but  nothing  appeared  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
papifts ;  yet  the  mifchief  is  charged  upon  them  in 
the  infcription  engraved  on  the  pillar  that  was 
erected  as  a  monument  of  this  calamity.  A  French 
Huguenot  was  apprehended  and  convicted  on  his 
own  confeflion  :  he  appeared  to  be  lunatic,  and  the 
fhip-mafter,  in  whole  veffel  he  had  been  conveyed 
from  Rouen,  declared  that  he  did  not  arrive  in 
London  till  the  conflagration  was  begun ;  never- 
theiefs  hs  was  condemned  and  executed.  When 
the  parliament  met  in  September,  they  voted  the 
fum  of  one  million  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
for  the  fupport  of  the  war  :  but  as  the  nation  in 
general  imputed  the  conflagration  to  the  catholics, 
and  the  king  was  obfcrved  to  countenance  fome  per- 
forms of  that  perfuafion,  they  petitioned  that  the 
laws  might  be  put  in  execution  againft  Romifh 
priefts  and  jefuits.  He  forthwith  ifTued  a  proclama- 
tion for  this  purpofe ;  yet  the  delinquents  were  Ib 
favourably  dealt  with,  that  the  peuple,  and  even 
the  parliament,  began  to  take  umbrage  at  the  ad- 
miniftration. 

iniwftion      The  rigour  exercifed  againft  the  prefbyterians  in 

ja  Scotland.  Scotland,  under  the  direction  of  archbilhop  Sharp, 

produced  fome  violent  diforders  in  that  kingdom, 

In  the  month  of  November,    the  people  of  the 

weftern 
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weftern  fhires  ran  to  arms,  and  furprifsd  Turner,  A-  c- l666- 
who  was  quartered  at  Dumfries  with  an  inconlider- 
able  number  of  foidiers.  At  Lanerk  in  Cliddei- 
dale  they  held  a  folemn  faft,  renewed  the  cove- 
nant, and  publifhed  a  declaration.  They  declar- 
ed that  they  had  taken  arms  againft  the  king ;  they 
complained  of  the  oppreflion  under  which  they 
groaned ;  they  demanded  that  epifcopacy  mould  be 
abolifhed  ;  and  that  prefbytery,  with  the  covenant 
and  their  minifters,  mould  be  reftored.  Dalziel, 
with  foma  troops  of  horfc,  was  fent  againft  thofe 
infurgems ;  and,  by  proclamation,  offered  pardon 
to  all  thofe  who  mould,  in  four  and  twenty  hours, 
return  to  their  houfes.  They  marched  towards 
Edinburgh,  in  hope  of  being  joined  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  city  •,  but,  being  difappointed  in  their 
expectation,  they  began  to  be  difcouraged,  and 
dropped  off  fo  faft,  that  their  number  was  reduced 
from  two  thoufand  to  nine  hundred.  They  re- 
folved  to  retreat  to  the  Weft,  where  they  knew 
the  people  were  well  affected  to  their  caufe ;  but, 
Palziel  charging  them  at  Pentland-hills,  they 
were  immediately  routed  and  difperfed.  Forty 
were  killed  on  the  fpot,  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  taken  j  and  the  reft  efcaped  by  the  darknefs 
of  the  night.  They  were  poor,  innocent  enthu- 
fiafts  ;  the  objects  of  compaffion  rather  than  of  re- 
fentment  •,  they  had  injured  no  perfon  in  their 
march,  but  payed  regularly  for  their  provifion, 
and  fpent  their  time  in  fermons,  pfalm-finging, 
and  prayer.  Forty  of  thefe  poor  wretches  chole 
to  be  hanged  rather  than  renounce  the  covenant ; 
and  bore  their  fate  like  martyrs.  One  Maccail,  a 
preacher,  who  was  fuppoied  to  know  their  conef- 
pondents  who  had  encouraged  them  to  take  up 
arms,  was  put  to  the  torture,  which  he  endured 
without  flinching,  and  expired  in  a  rapture  of  re- 
Jigious  joy;  exclaiming,  in  a  clear,  diftinct  voice, 

"  Fare- , 


42  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  »666. "  Farcwsl  fun,  moon,  and  ftars  !  fare wel  kindred 
"  and  friends !  farewel  world  and  time !   fare  wel 
"  weak   and  frail  body  !   welcome  eternity  !  wel- 
"  come  angels  and  faints  !  welcome  Saviour  of  the 
*'  world!   and  welcome  God    the  judge  of  all!" 
This  feverity  was  exprefly  contrary  to  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  king  ;  who,  in  a  letter  to  the  earl  of 
Rothes,  the  commiffioner,  defired  that  no   more 
blood  might  be  fried  ;    that  the  prifoners  fhould  be 
let  at  liberty,  on  their  promising  to  obey  the  laws 
for  the  future  •,  and  that  thofe  who  fhould  refufe  to 
fubmit  fhould   be  fent  to  the  plantations.     Thefe 
executions,  and  many  other   inftances  of  oppref- 
fion  were  countenanced  by  Sharp  and  Burner,  arch- 
bifhops  of  St.  Andrews  and  Glafgow. 
a-       The  commons  of  England  had  by  this  time  con- 
afcte?"8  fiderably   abated   in  their  complaifance  to  his  ma- 
s  ecmphi- jefty.     Inftead   of  difcuffing  the  money  bill,    they 
£c^  to  the  were  employed  in  drawing  up  an  impeachment  of 
lord   Mordannt,    governor  of  Windfor-caftle,  for 
having  a6teci  tyrannically  in  that  ftation.     They 
prefenced    the   articles    to   the   upper   houfe,    and 
complained  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  permitted 
to  keep  his  place  among  the  peers,  while  the  arti- 
cles of  his  impeachment  were  recited.     The  upper 
houfe,  on  the  other  hand,   blamed  the   commons 
for  having  infringed  the  right  of  the  peers  by  im- 
pofing  an  oath  upon  the  commiflloners,  whom  they 
appointed  to  receive  the  money  arifing  from  the  ca- 
pitation-tax :   and  thefe  fubjedts  of  con teft  produced 
rnet.      divers    fruitlefs   conferences.     At  length  the  poll- 
fh        tax  Pan^'  though  the  king  complained  of  their 
having  named   comrniflioners,  as   a   mark  of  the 
little  confiJence  they  repofed  in  his  honour.    They 
Jikewife  confirmed  the  regulation  he  had  made  for 
rebuilding  the  city  of  London. 

Charles  was  now  tired  of  the  war,  from  which  he 
had  reaped  no  folid  advantage.    Overtures  of  peace 

had 
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had  been  made,  and  the  king  of  Sweden  had  of- A.C.  ,6^ 
iered  his  mediation.      The  States-general  were  wil- 
ling that  things  fhould   be   reduced    to  the  fame 
fnuation   in  which  they   had   before  the  war  -,   or 
that    ea< h  fide  fhould    keep    the  advantage  they 
had    gained.      This  alternative  was   fo  equitable, 
that    nothing   feemed  wanting  but  the  formality 
of  a  treaty :    the  king,   however,  poftponed   the 
n?got;ation,    until    he  fhould    receive   the  fupplies 
from  parliament,  part  of  which  he  refolved  to  con- 
vert to   his  own  private  purpofes.     Thefe  being 
obtained,  he  determined   to  treat  in  earned  i  but 
in  fitted  upon  opening  the  congrefs  at  London.    The 
States  declared  they  had  no  objection  to  that  pro- 
pofal,  but   the    confideration   of  their   allies,  the 
kings  of  France    and  Denmark,   who  refufed    to 
treat  in  any  part  of  England.     Then  Charles  pro- 
poled  the  Hagtfe,   in  hope  of  being  able  to  influ- 
ence the    deliberations  by   means  of  the  Orange 
faction  •,  but    the   penfionary   perceived   his  drift, 
and  this-  place  was  judged  improper.     At  length 
all  parties  agreed   that  the  conferences   ihould  be 
opened  in  May  at  Breda.     Thither  lord  Hollis  and 
Mr.  Coventry  were  fent  as   plenipotentiaries  from 
England  -,  while  thofe  of  France,  Denmark,  and 
Holland,  repaired  to  the  fame  place  ;    as  well  as 
two  ambaffadors  from  the  king  of  Sweden,   under 
v/hofe  mediation  the  conferences  were  carried  on. 
Charles  infixed  upon  the  reftitution  of  the  two 
fhips  which  had  be?n  taken  before  the  war,  and  the 
ifland  cf  Poleron  in    the  Eaft- Indies,  which  had 
been  wrerted  from   the  Englim,  reftored  by  a  fub- 
fcquent  treaty,  and   now  retaken  fince   the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.      Ic  was  a  fpice  ifland,  and 
though  the  Dutch  had  delivered  it  to  the  Englim, 
according  to  treaty,  they  carefully  grubbed  up  all 
the   clove  trees   before  it  was    furrendered.     Not- 
wiihflanding  this  precaution,  they  knew  it  might 

have 
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A.  c.  i667.  have  been  eafily  replanted,  fo  as  in  a  few  years  to 
interfere  with  their  fpice  trade,  and  therefore 
tenacioufly  infilled  upon  retaining  it  in  their  own 
hands. 

iStfrn?  Charles,  at  length,  relaxed  in  this  article,  and 
theEn-iifh  looked  upon  the  peace  as  already  concluded.  He 
Alps>  ordered  all  his  large  fliips  to  be  unrigged,  and  kept 
only  a  fmall  fquadron  of  cruifeis  in  commifiion. 
De  Wit  refolved  to  take  the  advantage  of  his  negli- 
gence :  the  preparations  in  Holland  were  continued 
without  ceafing  ;  and  De  Ruyter,  failing  from  the 
Texel  with  fifty  fhips  of  the  line,  fteered  directly 
to  the  river  Thames,  at  the  mouth  of  which  he 
arrived  on  the  tenth  day  of  June.  He  attacked 
Sheernefs  fort,  which  was  eafily  taken  :  he  broke 
down  a  ftrong  chain  drawn  acrofs  the  month  of  the 
river  Medway,  and  deltroved  three  guardlhips 
moored  within -fide  for  its  protection.  He  cleared 
a  paflage  through  fome  veflHs  which  had  been  funk 
in  the  channel  by  order  of  the  duke  of  Albemarle  : 
then  faijed  up  the  river  as  far  as  Upnore  caftle, 
which  was  reduced.  Then  they  burned  three  mips 
of  the  line,  after  having  met  with  a  defperare  refiit- 
ance ;  and  fell  down  the  Medway,  with  a  refolu- 
tion  to  attempt  the  river  Thames.  By  this  time 
the  whole  coaft  was  alarmed,  and  London  filled 
with  condensation.  Ships  were  funk  at  Woolwich 
and  Blackwall ;  platforms  raifed  in  different  places, 
and  provided  with  artillery,  the  trained-bands 
drawn  out,  and  the  city  of  London  put  inro  a 
poftu  re  of  defence.  De  Ruyter,  feeing  no  profpect 
of  fucceeding  in  the  Thames,  let  fail  for  Poifmouth, 
which  he  in  va;n  attempted  to  reduce  ;  then  he 
directed  his  courfe  to  Torbay,  where  he  took  fome 
Englifh  veflels.  He  made  an  unfuccefsful  attempt 
upon  Plymouth:  from  thence  he  failed  up  the 
channel  ^  infulted  Harwich,  chaced  a  fquadron 
commanded  by  Sir  Edward  Sprague,  penetrated 

once 
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once  more  into  the  river  Thames,  and  kept  all  the  A  c- 1667- 
fea  ports  on  that  fide  of  the  ifland  in  terror  and 
confufion.  The  people  were  Bred  with  indignation 
to  fee  themfelves  expofed  to  the  infuh  of  an  enemy 
whom  they  had  formerly  contemned.  They  loudly 
exclaimed  againft  the  king,  who  had  converted  the 
public  money  to  his  own  private  ufe,  and  left  the 
nation  defencelefs. 

De  Ruyter,  proceeded  to  alarm  the  whole  coaft,  Peace «f 
and  domineer  at  fea  without  opposition,  until  theBreda* 
treaty  was  concluded  at  Breda.  By  this  pacifica- 
tion Acadia  was  yielded  to  the  French  king,  who 
agreed  to  reftore  St.  Chriftophers  and  fome  other 
iftands  which  he  had  taken  in  the  Weft-Indies  ;  and 
the  two  principal  contracting  parties  retained  the 
acquifitions  they  had  made;  by  which  ftipulation 
the  colony  of  New- York  in  North- America  remain- 
ed with  the  Englifli.  The  only  gainers  by  this  war 
were  the  two  royal  brothers.  Charles  had  fold  all 
the  merchant  fliips  taken  from  the  Dutch  before  and 
after  the  declaration  of  war  ;  and  he  pocketed  the 
greater  part  of  rhe  late  fupply  ;  while  his  brother 
enjoyed  a  great  Ihare  of  the  prizes  as  lord  high 
admiral  of  England,  exclufive  of  the  prefent  he 
had  received  from  the  parliament. 

The  king  was  no  ftranger  to  the  murmurs  of  the  The  klng 
people,  who  complained  bitterly  of  his  conduct ;  refoivcs  to 
not  only  on  account  of  the  late  difgrace,  but  like-  c)Cr 
wife  of  his  having  concluded  an  inglorious  peace, 
after  the  war  had  coft  fuch  immenfe  fums  of 
money.  They  accufed  him  of  having  deceived  the 
parliament,  in  declaring  he  would  never  lay  his 
arms  afule  until  he  mould  have  received  ample 
fatisfaction  from  the  enemy  :  they  taxed  him  with 
having  embezzled  the  fupply  :  they  blamed  him 
for  his  partiality  to  catholics,  and,  in  particular, 
for  having  beftowed  the  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate 
upoa  the  earl  of  Arlington,  a  reputed  papift  :  they 

were 
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A.C.  1667.  Were  fcandalized  at  his  lewd  life  and  the  irregulari- 
ties of  his  court,  which  was  become  afcene  of  buf- 
fonery  and  intemperance.  The  king  thought  it 
was  necefiary  to  make  fome  facrifice  to  the  difcon- 
tentsofthe  fubjects,  and  pitched  upon  Clarendon 
as  a  proper  victim.  Charles  looked  upon  that  noble- 
man as  a  trcublefome  cenfor,  who  difapproved  of 
his  conduct,  and  was  a  check  upon  his  pleafures. 
The  favourite  miftrefs  railed  at  the  earl  without 
ceafing :  the  duke  of  Buckingham  and  other 
courtiers  ridiculed  his  character  and  deportment. 
The  king  received  intimation  that  the  chancellor 
had  oppofed  a  fcheme  projected  by  fome  members 
of  the  lower  houfe,  for  fettling  a  revenue  of  two 
millions  upon  his  majefty ;  and  this  oppofition, 
which  flowed  from  a  love  to  his  country,  was  con- 
ftrued  into  an  unpardonable  offence  againfl  his 
fovereign.  His  gravity  and  inflexible  virtue 
operated  as  a  continual  reproach  upon  the  levity 
and  diflblute  morals  of  Charles,  who  had  been  long 
difgufted  by  his  manners,  even  while  he  refpected 
his  talents  and  fidelity  :  but  what  incenfed  the  king 
againfl  him  beyond  all  poflibility  of  forgivenefs, 
was  the  part  he  acted  in  the  marriage  of  the  duke 
of  Richmond.  Charles  was  enamoured  of  Mrs. 
Stuart,  whom  he  had  tempted  with  all  the  allure- 
ments which  a  crown  could  enable  him  to  exhibit ; 
but,  finding  her  chaftity  impregnable,  he  entertained 
thoughts  of  procuring  a  divorce  from  the  queen, 
and  raifing  Mrs.  Stuart  to  the  place  of  his  lawful 
confort.  The  earl  of  Clarendon,  who  knew  his 
defign,  is  faid  to  have  promoted  a  march  between 
this  young  lady  and  the  duke  of  Richmond,  that 
his  grand-children  might  not  be  excluded  from  the 
fuccefTion  to  the  throne,  by  the  ilTue  of  the  king's 
fecond  marriage.  The  duke  of  Richmond,  who 
was  captivated  by  the  beauty  of  Mrs.  Stuart, 
efpoufed  her  in  private  i  and  the  king  was  foexafpe- 

rated 
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rated  at  the  match,  that  he  not  only  baniflied  theA-c-i667. 
duke  from  court,  but  reviled  Clarendon  with  the 
moft  bitter  reproaches.  That  nobleman  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  very  unpopular  at  this  juncture  ; 
and  his  friend  the  earl  of  Southampton  was  lately 
dead.  The  prefbyterians,  a  powerful  and  numerous 
feet,  hated  Clarendon  as  the  author  of  all  the  per- 
fecution  they  had  undergone.  He  was  abhorred 
by  the  catholics  as  the  great  obftacle  to  all  their 
hopes  of  favour  and  toleration  ;  and  the  people,  in 
general,  blamed  him  for  the  fale  of  Dunkirk.  He 
was  employed  in  building  an  expenfive  houfe, 
while  the  plague  depopulated  the  city  of  London  ; 
and  purchafed  fome  ftones,  which,  before  the  fire 
of  London,  had  been  fet  apart  for  rebuilding  St. 
Paul's  cathedral.  The  prejudiced  vulgar  beftowed 
the  name  of  Dunkirk-houfe  on  this  new  edifice  : 
they  looked  upon  the  execution  of  his  defign  ac 
that  juncture,  as  an  infuk  upon  the  calamities  of 
the  nation,  and  exclaimed  againft  the  impiety  of 
ufing,  in  his  own  houfe,  the  materials  which  had 
been  provided  for  the  houfe  of  God.  All  thefe 
concurring  caufes  were  more  than  fufficient  to  effect 
the  difgrace  of  this  minifter.  The  king,  on  pre  - 
tence  of  fatisfying  the  people,  deprived  him  of  the 
office  of  chancellor,  and  Sir  Orlando  Bridgeman 
was  appointed  keeper  of  the  great  leal. 

The  parliament  aflembling  in  October,  prefented  The  com*. 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefly,  thanking  him  for  having  monsim- 
difbanded  the  forces  which  had  been  levied  for  theSemanof 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  when  the  Dutch  fleet  in-  j?:'8*»-««*- 
fuhed  the  coafts ;  for  having  difmiffed  all  the  papifts 
from  his  guards,  and  other  military  employments; 
and  in  particular,  for  having  taken   the  office  of 
high  chancellor  from   the  earl  of  Clarendon.     To 
this  article  he  replied,  that  he  would  never  employ 
him   for  the  future  in  any  public  affair.     He  not 
only  withdrew  his  protection  f.om  the  earl,  but 
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A.  c.  1 667.  even  influenced  the  commons  to  impeach  him  of 
high-treafon.  They  accufed  him  of  having  advifed 
the  king  to  maintain  an  army,  diflblve  the  parlia- 
ment, and  render  himfelf  abfolute  :  of  having  faid 
the  king  was  a  papift  :  of  having  fold  illegal 
patents,  and  granted  injunctions  to  Hop  the  ordi- 
nary courfe  of  juftice  :  of  having  banimed  feveral 
perfons  in  an  unlawful  manner  :  of  having  received 
bribes  on  different  occafions,  and  enriched  his 
family,  by  obtaining  grants  for  them  of  the  crown- 
lands:  of  having  fruftrated  ufeful  defigns  for  the 
prefervation  of  Engliih  and  the  reduction  of  French 
colonies :  of  having  correfponded  with  Oliver 
Cromwell  and  his  accomplices  :  of  having  advifed 
and  been  Inftrumental  in  the  fale  of  Dunkirk  :  of 
haying  altered  a  patent  after  it  had  received  the 
fan&ion  of  the  great  feal :  of  having  extorted 
money  by  writs  of  "  Quo  warranto"  from  many 
corporations,  immediately  after  their  charters  had 
been  confirmed  by  parliament :  of  having  abufed 
and  betrayed  his  majefty,  bydifcovering  his  fecrets 
to  the  enemy  :  and  of  having  advifed  the  fatal  fepa- 
ration  of  the  fleet,  which  in  the  late  war  had  well 
nigh  been  attended  with  the  lofs  of  one  part  of  his 
majefty's  navy. 

He  with-  When  the  commons  delivered  thefe  articles  of 
feJ^rom"1"  accufetion  at  the  bar  of  the  upper-houfe,  they  de- 
the  km--  firecj  tnat  tne  earl  of  Clarendon  might  be  taken  into 
cuftody :  but  the  lords  refufsd  to  commit  him 
upon  fuch  a  general  accufation.  This  refufal  gave 
rife  to  a  violent  difpute  between  the  two  houfes. 
At  length  the  commons  voted  that  the  lords,  in 
refufing  to  commit  the  earl  of  Clarendon  on  their 
impeachment,  had  flopped  the  courfe  of  juftice, 
and  formed  a  precedent  of  evil  and  dangerous  con- 
fequence.  The  earl  knowing  how  obnoxious  he 
was  to  the  commons,  and  ccnfcious  that  the  court 
was  determined  on  his  ruin,  refolved  to  withdraw 
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himfelf  from  the  kingdom.  The  duke  of  York  A-c-  A*>I- 
hadfupported  him  with  all  his  intereft,  both  in  the 
cabinet  and  the  houle  of  peers.  He  had  even 
entered  fo  warmly  into  his  defence,  as  to  give 
umbrage  to  the  king,  who  at  length  defired  him 
to  tell  the  earl  that  he  would  do  well  to  retire  into 
another  country  ;  in  which  cafe  he  might  Hill  re- 
ceive marks  of  his  favour.  It  was  in  coniequence 
of  this  intimation  that  he  crofied  the  fea  to  France, 
where  he  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  review- 
ing and  reducing  to  order  the  materials  he  had  col- 
lected for  the  hiftory  of  the  great  rebellion  •,  a  per- 
formance fo  JLiitly  celebrated  for  the  candid  repre- 
fentation  of  facts,  and  the  ftriking  touches  of  cha- 
racters which  it  contains. 

From  Calais  he  fent  an  apology,  addrefled  to  the  Sends  an 
houfe  of  peers,  in  which  he  proteiied,  that  he 
had  never  received  the  value  of  a  firth  ing  from  lor 
any  perlbn  whatibever,  above  the  common  per- 
quifites  of  his  office,  exclufiveof  the  king's  bounty: 
that,  as  a  minifter,  he  had  never  taken  any  itep 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  privy-council  :  that 
he  had  diffuaded  the  king  from  engaging  in  the 
lail  war  agaimt  Holland  :  that  he  had  never  offered 
any  private  advice  to  his  majefty,  touching  the 
negotiation  for  peace  •,  nor  written  any  letters  or 
initructior>s,  but  by  the  exprefs  order  of  the  king 
and  council :  that,  in  quality  of  chancellor,  he  had 
often  refufed  to  put  the  great  feal  to  patents,  grants, 
and  pardons,  which  had  been  unfairly  obtained  of 
his  majefty,  and  were  afterwards  recalled  upon  his 
reprefentations  •,  and  by  this  conduct  he  had 
brought  upon  himfelf  a  great  number  of  enemies  : 
that,  by  joining  the  earl  of  Southampton,  in  repre- 
fenting  to  the  king  that,  in  many  extravagant 
articles,  his  expence  far  exceeded  his  revenue,  he 
had  intailed  upon  himfelf  the  enmity  and  ill  offices 
of  fome  perfons  in  great  credit :  but  that  he  had 
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A.C.  j667.  never  intermeddled  with  the  management  of  his 
majefty's  revenues,  nor  ever  received  a  prefent 
from  any  prince,  except  the  books  of  the  Louvre 
edition,  which  the  chancellor  of  France  had  fent 
to  him,  by  the  command  of  his  mafter.  The  lords 
having  received  this  apology,  deputed  the  duke  of 
Buckingham  to  deliver  it  to  the  other  houfe; 
and  when  he  performed  this  talk,  "  Gentlemen, 
44  (faid  he)  the  lords  have  ordered  me  to  put  into  your 
"  hands  this  fcandalous  and  feditious  libel  fent  to 
"  them  by  the  earl  of  Clarendon.  I  have  orders 
"  to  prefent  it  to  your  houfe,  and  todefire  you  will 
"  fend  it  back  with  your  convenience ;  for,  as  it 
"  is  written  in  a  ftile  very  agreeable  to  their  lord - 
"  mips,  they  are  defirous  of  preferving  it  care- 
"  fully."  The  commons  were  incenfed  at  this 
apology.  Many  virulent  exprefllons  were  uttered 
againft  the  earl :  they  voted  it  a  fcandalous  and 
malicious  libel,  and  ordered  it  to  be  burned  by  the 
and  h  ba-  hands  of  the  common  executioner.  The  lords  fent 
nifhed  by  down  to  the  commons  a  bill  for  bamming  the  earl 
UanTent,"  of  Clarendon.  The  lower  houfe  propofed  a  bill  of 
attainder,  and  a  warm  difpute  enlued.  At  laft  the 
lower  houfe  pafled  the  firft  bill,  to  which  the  king 
gave  his  aflent  with  uncommon  fatisfaftion.  Such 
was  the  unworthy  fate  of  Sir  Edward  Hyde  earl  of 
Clarendon,  lord  chancellor  of  England,  a  noble- 
man of  unblemimed  virtue,  an  incorruptible  judge, 
and  an  able  minifter,  of  equal  attachment  and  in- 
tegrity *. 

Tr.  ]e  ali;  In  the  month  of  January,  the  king  refolved  in 
ancebe*  *  council  to  form  a  triple  alliance  with  the  States - 
S^eenEng"  general  and  the  king  of  Sweden,  to  hinder  the 
landi  and  French  king  from  finifhing  the  conqueft  of  the 
Sweden,  Spanifh  Netherlands.  Thefe  he  invaded  on  the 

*    In  the  month  of  Oftober,  the     firft  ftone  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  whiclt 
king  went  in  proceffion,  and  laid  the    was  finiflied  with  great  expedition. 
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death  of  his  father-in-law  Philip  IV.  though  he  A- c-  '667- 
had  formerly  renounced  all  pre tendons  to  the 
Spaniih  iiicceflion,  before  his  marriage  was  folem- 
nized.  Lewis  was  the  moft  powerful,  as  well  as 
the  moil  ambitious  prince  in  Europe.  He  had  Bum*. 
already  lubdued  Aeth,  Tournay,  Lifle,  Oudenarde,  £  J^*' 
Courtray,  and  Charleroi.  He  was  at  the  head  of 
forty  thoufend  men,  commanded  by  the  belt  gene- 
rals of  the  age  :  he  waited  for  nothing  but  the 
death  of  Charles  II.  who  Avas  a  weakly  prkice,  to 
lay  claim  to  that  monarchy  ;  and  he  teemed  to 
aim  at  univerfal  empire.  All  the  Hates  of  Europe 
were  alarmed  at  his  greatnefs.  The  Dutch  were 
immediately  expofed  to  his  defigns.  from  the  na- 
ture of  their  fituation,  and  wifhed  for  nothing 
more  than  an  opportunity  of  uniting  with  England 
in  a  confederacy  that  fhould  be  able  to  oppofe  a 
fufficient  barrier  to  the  ambition  of  Lewis.  The  A-  c.  i663, 
king  of  England  finding  his  reputation  and  credit 
on  the  decline  among  his  own  fubjects,  was  willing 
to  take  fome  ftep  that  might  retrieve  his  populari- 
ty ;  and  nothing  was  fo  likely  to  produce  this  efFecl: 
as  his  becoming  the  head  of  a  league  for  fupporting 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.  He  therefore 
dilpatched  Sir  William  Temple  to  the  Hague,  as 
ambaflador-extraordinary,  with  full  power  to  con- 
clude fuch  a  treaty  with  the  States -general;  and 
they  received  tfhe  overture  fo  favourably,  that  in 
five  days  the  alliance  was  concluded,  in  a  very 
little  time,  the  king  of  Sweden  acceded  to  it,  as  a 
principal,  and  thus  was  formed,  "  The  triple  alli- 
ance," by  which  the  contracting  powers  aflumed 
to  themfelves  the  office  of  arbiters  in  the  differences 
between  France  and  Spain,  with  refpeft  to  the 
Low-countries,  as  well  as  in  the  war  between  Spain 
and  Portugal.  The  defign  of  it  was  to  fupport 
the  Spaniih  monarchy,  reitrain  the  exorbitant 
E  2  power 
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A.  c.  1668.  power  of  France,  and  prevent  a  dreadful  war,  in 
which  all  Europe  would  probably  have  been  in- 
volved. It  was  therefore  generally  applauded,  and 
feemed  to  be  in  all  refpects  the  wi'eft  meafure  which 
was  taken  in  England  during  the  whole  reign  of 
Charles  II.  Sir  William  Temple  afterwards  con- 
cluded a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  States-gene- 
ral •,  and  a  peace  between  Spain  and  Portugal  was 
happily  effected  under  the  guaranty  of  the  Engliih 
monarchy. 

The  com-  When  the  parliament  met  in  February,  the  king 
informed  them  of  thele  tranfactions,  demanded  a 
fpeedy  fupply  for  equipping  a  fleet,  and  fortifying 
the  maritime  parts  of  the  kingdom  •,  and  earneftly 
defired  they  would  deliberate  upon  ways  and  means 
for  effecting  an  union  with  refpect  to  religion 
among  all  his  proteilant  iubjects.  The  commons 
were  fo  offended  at  the  king's  lenity  towards  non- 
conformifts,  that  they  did  not  even  thank  him  for 
the  triple  alliance.  On  die  contrary,  they  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  examine  the  conduct  of  feveral 
perfons  who  were  iiippofed  to  have  miibehaved  in 
the  late  war.  They  inquired  into  the  affair  of 
Berghen  inNorway,  the  ieparation  of  the  fleet  under 
prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle  ;  the 
prefumption  of  Brounker,  in  giving  falle  orders, 
while  the  duke  of  York  was  afleep  ;  the  neglect  of 
maintaining  a  iufficient  fleet,  durrng  the  laft  year 
of  the  war  ;  and  the  difgrace  occaiioned  by  the 
Dutch  when  they  entered  Chatham  river.  The 
king  began  to  be  extremely  unealy  at  this  fpirit  of 
inquiry,  which  was  railed  as  a  reproach  upon  the 
errors  of  his  own  adminiftration.  He  lolicited 
them  to  difcufs  the  bufmefs  of  the  fupply.  They 
petitioned  him  to  put  the  laws  in  execution  againlt 
conventicles,  papifts,  and  nonconformifts  ;  and  he 
ptibliilied  a  proclamation  for  this  purpofe. 
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At  this  juncture  a  violent  difpute  arofe  between  A  c  l668- 
the  two  houfcs,  concerning  one  Skinner  a  merchant  vi..icnr  air- 
in  London,  who  had  complained  to  the  houfe  of  J1^^ 
peers,  of  Ibme  injury  he  had  received  from  the  two  homes 
halt-India  company.     The  lords  having  examined  "JsSnw. 
the  cafe,  decreed  that  the  company  mould  pay  five 
thoufand  pounds  by  way  of  damages  to  the  com- 
plainant.      The  commons,   in    conlequence  of  a 
petition  from  the  company,  committed  Skinner  to 
priibn,  for  having  addrtlled  himfelf  to  the  houfe 
of  peers  in  an  affair  that  related  to  the  common  law 
of  the   kingdom.     The  lords  declared  the  com- 
pany's petition  a  fcandalous  libel.     Several  ineffec- 
tual conferences  were  held  between  the  two  houfes. 
At  lait  the  commons  voted,  that  whofoever  mould 
aid  and  aflift.  in  executing  the  lentence  of  the  lords, 
mould   be  deemed  guilty  of  having  betrayed  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  commons  of  England, 
and  of  having  violated  the  privileges  of  parliament. 
Then  they  granted  three  hundred  and  ten  thouhind 
pounds  to  his  majefty,  to  be  raifed  by  a  tax  upon 
wine  and  other  liquors  •,  the  parliament  was  ad- 
journed, and   afterwards  prorogued  till  the  month 
of  Oclober  in  the  following  year. 

The  triple  alliance  was  founded  upon  an  alter- 
native which  Lewis  XIV.  had  propofed  to  the  court 
of  Spain.  He  offered  to  relinquish  the  rights  of 
his  queen,  provided  the  court  of  Spain  would  either 
content  to  his  keeping  the  conqueils  he  had  already 
made  in  the  Low-countries  ;  or,  in  lieu  of  thefe, 
cede  to  him  Franche-comte,  with  the  towns  of 
Cambray,  A  ire,  and  St.  Omer.  The  queen-regent 
of  Spain  had  kept  aloof,  in  hope  of  engaging  the 
States-general  and  the  king  of  England  in  a  war  , 

againlt  Lewis :   but  finding   that  the   contracting 
powers  of  the  triple  alliance  propofed  only  to  lake 
arms  in  cafe  the  French  king  fliould  recede  from 
E  3  his 
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A.  c.  1668.  his  alternative,  me  confented  to  his  keeping  his 
acquifitions  in  the  Low-countries,  on  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  would  be  indifpen- 
fibly  obliged   to  engage  in   a  war  with  France, 
fhould  fhe  ever  attempt  to  extend  her  conquefts  in 
the  Netherlands.     After  this  declaration  of  Spain, 
no  other  obitacle  remained  to  retard  a  pacification. 
Treaty  be-  Aix-la-Chapelle  was  the  place  pitched  upon  for  the 
tween         meeting  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  who  were  imme- 
Spafn^t" '   diately  lent  thither  from  France,  Spain,  England, 
^ix-ia-      Holland,  and  Sweden.     The  treaty  was  figned  in 
paapdie.     May,  after  a  very  fhort  negotiation.   Lewis  remain- 
ed in  pofTeffion  of  all  the  towns  in  Flanders,  which 
he   had  reduced.     He  reftored  Franche-comte  tq 
the  crown  of  Spain ;  and  the  peace  was  guarantee^ 
by  the  powers  concerned  in  the  triple  alliance.  The 
Dutch  ordered  a  medal  to  be  ftruck,  with  a  pom- 
pous infcription,  in  which  they  arrogated  to  them- 
ielves  the  whole  honour  of  having  given  peace  to 
Europe.      Jofhua  Van  Beuningen,  their  plenipo- 
tentiary at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  was  vain  enough  to 
ftrike  another,   in  which  he  compared  himlelf  to 
.  Jofhua  flopping  the  courfe  of  the  fun,  which  was 
.the  device  of  the  French  monarch.     Thefe,  and 
other  fuch  unfeafonable  marks  of  pride,  gave  um- 
brage to  Lewis,  who  feemed  to  remember  them  in 
the  i'equel,  when  he  found  an  opportunity  to  punifh 
their  prefumption.     The  king  ot  England  continu- 
Rysin.        e^ to  enj°y  his  pleafures  without  reflraint.     During 
thefummer  he  made  excurfions  to  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom.     He  fent  afquadron  of  mips  into 
the  Mediterranean,    under    the  command  of  Sir 
Thomas  Allen,  who  compelled  the  Algerines  to 
fnbfcribe  a  peace  that  was  very  advantageous  to 
England.     The  office  of  treafurer  of  the  houfhold 
was  conferred  upon  Sir  Thomas  Clifford.      The 
command  of  the  horfe-guards  the  king  beftowed 

upon 
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"Upon  his  natural  fon  the  duke  of  Monmouth ;  and  A  c- 1669 
Sir  John  Trevor  was  appointed  fecretary  of  Hate, 
in  the  room  of  Morris,  who  refigned  *. 

Whether  Charles  was  willing  to  reconcile  himfelf  Plan  for 
to  the  prefbyterians,  who  conftituted  a  powerful  £3™"  the 
body  in  the  nation,  or  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  pre%temn 
who  had  now  great  influence  in  the  council,  relblv-  Se^MiiS! 
ed  to  forward  a  ftep  which  he  knew  would  be  dif-  church." 
agreeable  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  whom  he  hated, 
uncommon  favour  was  now  fhewn  to  that  feel, 
which  had  been  fo  much  deprefTed  fmce  the  refto- 
ration.  They  appeared  more  openly,  and  even 
ventured  to  afTemble  at  their  religious  worfhip. 
Sir  Orlando  Bridgcman  lent  for  two  of  their  mini- 
fters,  and  confuked  them  about  means  for  com- 
prehending the  prefbyterians  in  the  body  of  the 
Englifh  church,  as  well  as  for  procuring  an  indul- 
gence for  independents  and  other  non conform i its. 
Thefe  two  minifters  having  conferred  with  the  like 
number  of  the  Englifh  church,  after  feveral  meet- 
ings and  various  dilputes,  agreed,  That  with  re- 
fpcft  to  ordination,  all  nonconformifts,  already 
ordained,  might  be  admitted  into  the  miniftry  of 
the  church,  by  virtue  of  this  form,  "  Take  thou 
"  legal  authority  to  preach  the  word  of  God,  and 
"  adminiftcr  the  holy  iacrament  in  any  congrega- 
'*  tion  of  England,  where  thou  {halt  be  lawfully 
"  appointed  thereunto."  They  likewiie  agreed, 
That  ceremonies  mould  be  left  indifferent :  That 
the  liturgy  ihould  be  altered  :  That  thofe  who 
could  not  be  comprehended  fhould  be  indulged : 

*  In  the  month  of  March,  Cofmo  mark,  who  mide   but   a  very  fliort 

de  Medicis  piince  of  Tufcany  arrived  ftay  in  England. 

inEngiand,  in  the  courfe  of  his '.ravels,          In  July,  the   university  of  Oxford 

and  wa«  received  with  all  the  honours  ppfned  the  magnificent  thcatrr,  built 

due  to  his  rank  and  particular  merit,  at  the  expence  of  Dr   Sheldon  aich- 

After    his    departure,   the    king  was  hiiriop  .  rhfir  char.cel- 

by    prince    Geo'gC    of  Den-  lor  j  though  he  afrr  ward srofigncd  this 
dignity  to  the  duke  of  Ormond 

E  4  and, 
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A.  c.  1669.  anc}5  That,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  government,  the 
names  of  the  teachers,  and  all  the  members  of  the 
congregation,  mould  be  regiftered.  The  lord 
chier-juitice  Hales  undertook  to  draw  up  a  bill  for 
this  purpofe,  and  the  keeper  of  the  great- feal  pro- 
mifed  to  lupport  it  in  parliament  with  his  whole 
interefL  Archbifhop  Sheldon  being  appriied  of 
their  defign,  wrote  a  circular  letter  to  all  his  fuf- 
fragans,  enjoining  them  to  make  an  exact  inquiry 
touching  all  the  conventicles  that  were  held  within 
their  reipedtive  diocefes.  Having  received  all  the 
information  he  could  procure  on  this  fubject,  he 
exaggerated  every  circumftance  to  the  king  ;  and 
obtained,  from  his  eafy  indolent  difpofition,  a  pro- 
clamation, ordering  the  laws  againft  nonconformift- 
minifters  to  be  put  in  execution.  Neverthelefs, 
Charles  gave  the  leading  prefbyterians  to  under- 
ftand,  that  he  had  defigas  in  their  favour  •,  and 
defired  they  would  prefent  a  petition  to  him  for 
indulgence.  He  went  into  the  apartment  of  the 
earl  of  Arlington,  on  purpofe  to  receive  this  addrels, 
to  which  he  returned  a  very  gracious  anfwer. 
The  com-  When  the  parliament  met  after  the  prorogation, 
STa^T  ^e  king>  m  a  mort  fpeech,  demanded  a  fupply  for 
(jniryafainft  the  difchargc  of  his  debts ;  and  recommended  the 
foraST*  uniQn  °£ tne  two  kingdoms.  The  lord-keeper  ex- 
patiated on  the  fame  iubjec"h  :  but  the  commons, 
inilead  of  taking  thefe  articles  into  confideration, 
refolved  to  examine  the  public  accounts,  that  they 
might  know  in  what  manner  the  money  granted  by 
parliament  had  been  expended.  In  the  courle  of 
this  inquiry,  they  found  the  books  kept  by  the 
chamberlain  Sir  George  Carteret,  in  fuch  confu- 
fion,  that  they  expelled  him  from  the  houfe.  Then 
they  thanked  ihe  king,  in  an  addrefs,  for  the  pro- 
.clamation  he  had  publifhed  againft  conventicles; 
and  appointed  a  committee  to  make  exact  inquiry 
concerning  the  conduct  of  the  nonconformifts. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  having  received  a  great  number  of  informa->  A-c-  I6£i9* 
tions,  reported,  that  divers  conventicles  and  fedi- 
tious  afifemblies  were  held  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  parliament,  fo  as  to  inlult  the  government, 
and  endanger  the  public  tranquillity :  the  houfe 
immediately  declared,  That  they  would  adhere  to 
his  majefty  for  the  fupport  of  the  government  in 
church  and  ftate,  againft  all  forts  of  adverfaries. 
The  commons  revived  the  dilpute  concerning 
Skinner  and  the  Eaft-India  company;  and  palled 
feveral  votes,  which  the  houfe  of  lords  confidered 
as  fo  many  violations  of  their  privileges.  Their 
mutual  animofity  itemed  every  day  to  increafe  :  fo 
that  the  king  feeing  no  profpect  of  an  accommoda- 
tion, and  knowing  he  had  nothing  to  expect  from 
the  commons,  until  this  affair  could  be  compro- 
mifed,  prorogued  the  parliament  to  the  month  of 
February. 

The  parliament  of  Scotland  being  opened  in  No-  pro«e<3;ngt 
vember  by  the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  as  king's  com-  «"thc.sc«- 
miflioner,  pafTed  an  act,  afferting  and  explaining  I^,  J 
the  king's  fupremacyin  fuch  terms  as  rendered  him 
ablblute  in  all  eccleiiaftical  affairs.     The  next  act 
concerned  the  militia,  decreeing,  That  it  mould  be 
maintained,  and  ready  to  march  into  any  part  of 
the  king's  dominions,  for  any  caute  in  which  his 
majefty's  authority,  power,  or  greatnefs  mould  be 
concerned  ;  and  that  it  mould  receive  orders  from 
the  council-board  of  Scotland.     This  claufe  was* 
contrived  by  Lauderdale,  for  the   immediate  fer- 
vice  of  the  king,  mould  he  ever  have  occafion  for 
ufmg  the  Scots  againlt  his  fubjects  of  England. 
The  militia  might  be  ordered  to  march  without 
his  appearing  to  countenance  their  motions  j  fo 
that  he  could,  with  the  better  grace,  difown  them, 
mould  they  mifcarry  in  their  expedition. 

In   February,    the  king,  in   a  fpeech  to  both  Ech 
houfes,  renewed  his  demand  of  a  iupply,  in  the  ^ 

moft 
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A.C.  1669.  moft  earned  manner.  He  aflured  them  he  had 
found,  upon  examination  of  his  accounts,  that  far 
from  having  mifapplied  the  money  granted  for  the 
expence  of  the  war,  he  had,  on  the  contrary,  for 
the  fupport  of  it,  contracted  large  debts  on  his 
own  revenue*  He  then  recommended  harmony 
o-  among  themfelves  ;  and'defired  they  would  delibe- 
the  rate  uPon  a  P^an  ^or  uniting  the  two  kingdoms  of 
England  and  Scotland.  The  lord-keeper  enlarged 
upon  the  king's  text.  The  commons  voted,  That 
a  fufficient  fum  mould  be  granted,  to  eafe  the  king 
of  his  incumbrances.  For  this  purpofe  a  duty  was 
laid  upon  wine  and  vinegar  ;  and  his  majeftey  was 
authorifed  to  part  with  his  fee-farm  and  quit- rents. 
Thefe  two  funds  were  thought  fufficient  to  produce 
one  million  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
)ing,  a  fum  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  king's 

fU  C-  >67°-necemties  *.  The  quarrel  between  the  two  houtes 
being  kindled  a-new,  Charles,  who  began  to  be 
apprehenfive  of  the  confequences,  fummoned  the 
parliament  to  Whitehall,  where  he  propofed  that 
this  unhappy  divifion  mould  never  be  mentioned  ; 
and  that  the  proceedings  relating  to  it  mould  be 
crazed  from  the  journals  of  both  houfes.  They 
confented  to  the  expedient ;  and  the  flame  was  at 
once  extinguimed. 

A  fevere  aft     f  ^g  firfl-  effect  of  their  accommodation  was  a 

vfntkitt?"  joint-addrefs  to  his  majefty,  petitioning,  That  he 
would  give  effectual  orders  for  fupprefling  conven- 
ticles, and  executing  the  laws  againft  popifh  recu- 
fants.  Charles,  though  in  his  own  nature  averfe 
to  pcrfecution,  was  too  irrefolute  to  withftand  the 

*  This  year  was  rendered  remark-  eflate  by  his  fon  Chriftopher.     In  the 

able  by  the  death  of  the  queen-mo-  courfeofthis  year  likewife  died  the 

ther,  and  that  of  George  Monk,  duke  famous  Pryn,  the  puritan,  author  of 

of  Albemarle.     The  firft  died  in  Au-  above  two  hundred  volumes,  the  eon- 

guft,  at  Paris,  in  the  fixticth  year  of  tents  of  which  are  little  known  and 

her  a?e;   and  the  duke  dying  in  I.on-  Jefs  efteemed. 
don,  was  fuccceded  in  his  title  and 

zeal 
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2eal  of  his  parliament ;  and  therefore  gave  his  af-A.c.  i67o» 
fent  to  this  act,  which  declared  an  affembly  con- 
fifting  of  feventeen  difTenters,  a  conventicle,  pro- 
vided they  met  to  worfhip  God  in  any  other  form 
than  that  which  was  praclifed  in  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, even  though  ten  of  that  number  fhould  be- 
long to  the  family  in  whole  houie  they  might  be 
afTembled.  Every  individual  was  fined  in  five 
fhillings  for  the  firft  offence,  and  ten  for  the  ie- 
cond.  The  preacher  was  condemned  in  twenty 
pounds  for  the  firlt  convidlion,  and  in  double  that 
fum  for  the  next ;  and  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds 
was  decreed  againft  the  perfon  in  whole  houle  they 
mould  be  found  affembled. 

Hitherto,  Charles  ieems  to  have  ftudied  nothing  Account  of 
fo  much  as  his  own  eafe  and  convenience.  With- f 
out  doubt,  he  inherited  high  notions  of  the  prero- 
gative, which  were  cherifhed  by  the  nature  of  his 
education.  But  his  father's  fate  and  his  own  fuf- 
ferings  had  rendered  him  extremely  cautious  of 
quarrelling  with  his  parliament  •,  and  his  indolent 
difpofition  was  an  uniurmountable  bar  to  the  exe- 
cution of  any  defign  upon  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  He  had  immerfed  himfelf  in  pleafure, 
and  would  not  have  facrificed  his  private  enjoy- 
ment to  the  moft  flattering  profpe6t  of  arbitrary 
power,  if  hvs  revenue  had  been  fufficient  to  fupply 
the  channels  of  his  prodigality.  Though  the  com- 
mons were  attached  to  him  from  principle,  and 
had  been  liberal,  if  we. compare  their  grants  with 
thofe  of  former  parliaments  ;  yet,  conlidering  the 
late  increaie  of  wealth  and  luxury  in  almoft  every 
court  of  Europe,  his  fupplies  were  rather  fcanty 
than  affluent ;  and  his  profufe  expence  rendered 
him  a  beggarly  dependent  upon  the  bounty  of  the 
commons.  His  neceffities  continually  invaded  his 
repofe.  He  was  incefiantly  importuned  by  fuitors 
\vhom  he  could  not  gratify.  He  was  roufcd  by  the 

more 


60  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  1670.  more  active  Ipirit  of  his  brother,  who  exhorted  him 
to  rile  above  thole  humble  felicitations  he  had 
hitherto  pradlifed  to  his  parliament  for  daily  iub- 
fiftance.  He  was  befet  by  fome  defperate  coun- 
lellors,  who  importuned  and  encouraged  him  to 
affert  his  own  independence  in  fubduing  that  inib- 
Itnt  usurpation  which  the  rebellious  fubject  had 
raifed  on  the  ruins'of  regal  authority.  Prince  Ru- 
pert, the  duke  of  Ormond,  lord-keeper  Bridge- 
man,  and  fecretary  Trevor,  men  in  whofe  honour 
and  integrity  the  nation  had  confidence,  were  now 
feldom  or  never  fummoned  to  the  cabinet-council-, 
but  the  king  was  wholly  conducted  by  the  advice 
of  Clifford,  Afhley,  Buckingham,  Arlington,  and 
Lauderdale,  a  junto  diftinguimed  by  the  appella- 
tion of  "  The  cabal."  a  word  formed  by  the  initial 
letters  of  their  names.  Sir  Thomas  Clifford  was  a 
man  of  an  enterprifmg  genius,  rendered  the  more 
dangerous  by  the  talent  of  eloquence  and  the  Ipirit 
of  intrigue  which  he  poffeffed.  Lord  Afhley,  af- 
terwards railed  to  the  earldom  of  Shaftfbifry,  had 
been  a  member  of  the  long-parliament,  of  great 
influence  among  the  prefbyterians :  he  infinuated 
himfelf  into  the  confidence  of  Cromwell  •,  and  af- 
terwards employed  his  credit  in  forwarding  the  re- 
$oration.  By  his  uncommon  talents,  he  acquired 
great  weight  with  every  party  he  efpoufed.  He 
was  turbulent,  reftlels,  ambitious,  fubtle,  and  en- 
terprifmg :  he  had  conquered  all  fenfe  of  fhame  ; 
was  retrained  by  no  fears,  and  influenced  by  no 
principle.  The  duke  of  Buckingham  was  a  gay,  ca- 
pricious nobleman,  of  fome  wit,  and  great  viva- 
city ;  the  minifter  of  riot ;  the  Have  of  intemper- 
ance -,  a  pretended  athcift,  without  honour,  prin- 
ciple, ceconomy,  or  dilcretion.  Arlington  pol- 
lefTed  a  very  moderate  capacity,  and  was  not  re- 
markable for  any  vicious  habit,  though  he  wanted 

inte- 
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integrity  and  refolution  to  withftand  the  tempta-  A- c  l67 
tions  of  his  colleagues.  Lauderdale  was  learned, 
aukward,  obilinate,  ambitious,  paffionate  even  to 
frenzy,  vindictive,  implacable,  iniblent,  and  abject. 
Such  were  the  individuals  that  constituted  the  ca- 
bal -,  and  the  duke  of  York  afllfted  at  their  coun- 
cils. They  reprefented  to  the  king,  that  even  this 
parliament,  fo  remarkably  attached  to  the  crown, 
had  already  exhibited  ibme  iymptoms  of  difcontent ; 
that  they  had  been  penurious  in  their  temporary 
fupplies,  and  kept  his  revenue  in  a  very  precarious 
fituation.  They  qbferved,  that  his  father's  great 
error  confided  in  his  having  neglected  to  form 
alliances  with  powerful  princes  who  would  have 
iupported  him  againft  his  rebellious  fubjecls ;  that 
his  kinfman,  the  king  of  France,  if  properly  cul- 
tivated, wtfuld  enter  into  fuch  engagements  with 
him  as  would  raile  him  above  all  fear  of  revolt ; 
that  a  war  with  Holland,  undertaken  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Lewis,  would  be  productive  of  every  ad- 
vantage he  could  defire  to  enjoy  :  that  he  ihould 
be  able  to  ruin  the  Dutch,  whofe  power,  affluence, 
and  principles  encouraged  and  fupported  republi- 
cans in  England ;  that  he  would  be  enriched  with 
the  fpoils  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  by  fubiidies 
which  he  might  receive  from  the  French  monarch : 
that  the  war  would  furnifh  him  with  a  pretence  for 
raifmg  forces  and  equipping  a  navy  that  would  ena- 
ble him  to  retrieve  the  loll  power  of  the  crown, 
and  even  extend  his  prerogative  to  abfolute  domi- 
nion. Thefe  iuggeftions  could  not  be  difagreeable 
to  a  prince  like  Charles,  who  dreaded  or  defpifed 
more  than  on?  half  of  his  fubjecls,  who  found  him- 
felf  in  a  very  uneafy  ftate  of  dependence,  hated 
the  Dutch  as  the  enemies  of  monarchy,  and  felt  a 
ftrong  propenfity  to  the  religion  of  Rome,  which 
at  p  relent  he  durft  not  avow, 

Colbert 
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A.  c.  1670.  Colbert  de  Croifly,  the  French  ambaflador  af 
Charles  is  London,  had  already  founded  the  inclinations  of 
hlffifterUie tne  ^n§  anc^  ^is  ca^a^>  touching  an  alliance  with 
ciutchefs  of  his  matter ;  and  he  found  them  very  favourably 
©rieans.  difpofed,  when  he  underftood  the  defign  of  Lewis 
was  to  humble  the  pride  of  the  States -general. 
After  Colbert  had  thus  paved  the  way  for  a  nego- 
tiation, the  king  of  France  went  to  fee  his  new 
works  at  Dunkirk  •,  and  was  accompanied  by  the 
dutchels  of  Orleans,  who  took  this  opportunity  of 
being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  England  to  vifit  her 
brother  Charles.  She  landed  in  May  at  Dover, 
where  (he  was  received  by  the  king  and  all  his 
court ;  and  there  they  enjoyed  each  other's  com- 
pany for  a  fortnight,  in  a  continual  round  of  di- 
verfions.  She  was  one  of  the  mod  amiable  prin- 
ceffes  of  the  age  in  which  me  lived,  and  loved 
her  brother  with  the  warmeft  affection  •,  but  me 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  vefted  with  a  private 
commiflion,  to  allure  Charles  that  the  king  of 
France  would  enable  him  to  make  off  the  yoke  of 
parliament,  and  reftore  the  catholic  religion  in 
England,  as  foon  as  the  Dutch  mould  be  fufficiently 
humbled  by  their  joint  endeavours.  If  he  retained 
anyfcruples  about  the  execution  of  this  fcheme, 
Lewis  could  not  have  fixed  upon  more  effectual 
expedients  to  remove  them  than  thofe  he  now  prac- 
tifed.  The  dutchefs  of  Orleans  was  a  young  lady 
of  the  mod  infinuating  addrefs,  and  had  great  in- 
fluence with  her  brother  :  befides,  the  French  king 
refolved  to  bind  him  down  to  his  engagements  by 
the  bonds  of  pleafure.  For  this  purpofe,  he  fent 
over  with  the  dutchefs,  mademoifelle  de  Quero- 
uaille,  a  young  lady  of  extraordinary  beauty  and 
accomplishments,  which  inftantly  captivated  thef 
heart  of  Charles.  She  accompanied  him  to  Lon- 
don, was  created  dutchefs  of  Portfmouth,  and  main- 
tained 
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tained  her  empire  over  him  during  the  whole  courfe  A-Ct  |6?«' 
of  his  life.  She  kept  him  firm  to  his  connexions 
with  France,  and  continued  to  be  the  reigning  fa- 
vourite, while  his  former  miftrefs,  lady  Cleveland, 
was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  dutuhefs.,  as  a  recom- 
pence  fof  the  influence  me  had  loft. 

The  good  nnderftanding  between  the  kings  of  *"**"*  f 
France  and  England  had  well  nigh  been  blafted  in  that  Pr°in- 
the  bud,  by  an  incident  which  made  a  deep  im- cde> 
prefiion  on  the  mind  of  Charles.  The  dutchefs  of 
Orleans,  immediately  after  her  return  to  France, 
happened  to  fwallow  a  glals  of  fuccory- water,  by 
the  direction  of  her  phyficians  -,  and  was  immedia- 
tely feized  with  violent  agonies,  of  which  me  ex- 
pired. She  was  fuppofed  to  have  fallen  a  facrince 
to  the  jealoufy  of  her  hufband,  who  feemed  to  take 
umbrage  at  the  gaiety  of  her  difpofition,  and  inti- 
macy of  friendship  fubfifting  between  her  and  his 
brother  Lewis  XIV.  She  certainly  believed  her- 
felf  poifoned ;  though  me  was  retrained  by  her 
confeffor  from  owning  her  fufpicion  to  Mr.  Mon- 
tague the  Englifh  ambaffador  in  France,  who  was 
prefent  at  her  death.  She  died  with  great  refolu- 
tion,  declaring  me  felt  no  regret  at  leaving  the 
world,  but  that  of  parting  with  her  brother  Charles, 
whom  me  loved  with  the  mod  tender  affection. 
When  the  news  of  this  tragedy  were  brought  to 
Whitehall  by  Sir  Thomas  Armftrong,  who,  at  the 
fame  time,  communicated  the  fufpicion  of  her  hav- 
ing been  poifoned,  the  king  melted  in  a  flood  of 
tears,  and  exprcfled  his  indignation  againft  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  in  the  moil  bitter  terms  of  re-: 
proach,  But  he  foon  checked  his  pafilon,  and 
laid,  "  Thomas,  I  beg  you  will  not  mention  a 
"  fyllable  of  this  matter."  The  court  of  France 
was  in  great  confufion  at  this  event.  The  report 
of  the  poifon  was  immediately  circulated  through 
the  city  of  Pans,  and  Lewis  was  afraid  it  would  de- 
ft roy 
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A.C.  1670.  ftroy  the  connexion  between  him  and  the  king  of 
England.  He  lent  over  the  marquis  de  Bellefonds, 
to  condole  with  Charles ;  and  this  nobleman  was 
furnifhecl  with  the  atteftations  of  the  phyficians, 
who  declared,  that  the  dutchefs  died  of  a  natural 
diilemper.  The  king  was,  or  pretended  to  be, 
fatisfied  with  thefe  teftimonies  ;  and  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  on  pretence  of  carrying  compliments 
of  condolence  to  the  duke  of  Orleans,  was  diipatch- 
ed  to  France,  with  power  to  fign  the  treaty  which 
had  been  negotiated  by  the  dutchefs. 

sir  William  Lewis,  in  the  month  of  September,  fent  the 
'f  re~  marec^a^  de  Crequi  with  a  body  of  forces  into  Lor- 
d.  raine,  of  which  he  took  poffeflion.  The  duke  hav- 
ing been  furpriied,  efcaped  with  difficulty,  and  im- 
plored the  interceflion  of  Charles,  whom  he  had 
affiiled  in  his  exile  ;  but  the  anfwer  he  received, 
was,  "  That  there  was  no  remedy  like  patience." 
The  parliament  meeting  in  October,  the  king,  by 
the  mouth  of  the  lord-keeper,  gave  them  to  under- 
ftand,  that  as  the  fleets  of  France  and  Holland 
were  lately  increafed  to  a  very  formidable  degree, 
it  was  neceflary  that  he  mould  maintain  a  refpec- 
table  navy  ;  and  therefore  he  had  ordered  fifty 
large  mips  to  be  put  in  commilfion,  befides  the 
fquadron  already  in  the  Mediterranean  :  that  even, 
though  he  had  not  en-gaged  to  fuccour  his  allies  in 
cafe  of  necellity,  it  would  be  very  imprudent  to 
fit  aloof,  and  tamely  fee  fo  many  clouds  gather- 
ing, without  providing  fome  (belter  againft  the 
impending  ftorm.  He  mentioned  the  treaties 
•which  had  been  lately  concluded  with  the  kings  of 
France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Sweden,  Denmark,  the 
States-general,  and  the  duke  of  Savoy.  He  ob* 
ferved,  that  the  yearly  expence  of  the  fleet  amount- 
ed to  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  :  That  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  revenue  was  not  fufficient  to 
pay  the  intereft  of  the  debts  which  the  king  had 
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contracted  :  and,  That  the  prcicnc  armament  v/ouM  A-c- l67° 
coft  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds.     Finally, 
aiTured  them  the  king  would  prorogue  the  paii.r 
ment  at  Chriftmas ;  and  defired  they  would  regu- 
late their  meafures  accordingly.     The  commons, 
dazzled  by  the  great  alliances   the  king  had  con- 
tracted for  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  nation, 
refolved  to  gratify  him  in  all  his  demands,      l  hey 
begasi  to  prepare  bills  for  railing  two  millions  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  j  but,  before  they  could 
be  brought  to  perfection,  the  king  adjourned  the 
-parliament.     By  this   time  Sir  William   Temple, 
who  refided  as  ambaflador  at  the  Hague,  was  re- 
called to  London,  the  king  and  his  miniilers  know- 
ing he  had  too  much  integrity  and  love  for  his 
country,  to  act  as  an  inftrument  of  the  cabal.     At 
firft,  he  was  ordered  to  leave  his  wife  and  family 
in  Holland,  as  if  the  king  intended  he  mould  re- 
turn •,  but  De  Wit  was  not  a  dupe  to  this  artifice. 
He  fufpected  the  defigns  of  the  two  monarchs  ; 
and  defired  the  Dutch  relident  at  Lorxlon  to  in- 
form the  miniltry,   that  he  would  look  upon  Tem- 
ple's being  recalled  as  an  infallible  proof  of  a  change 
of  mealures  at  the  court  of  .Englind.     In  the  pre- 
ceding winter  the  prince  of  Orange,   being  then 
twenty  years  of  age,  arrived  t-!  L  .::don,   and  was  Burner. 
affectionately  received  by  his  ur/ji-.-.      •  :is  voyagr  JJSJf''' 
was  undertaken  with  a  view  to  demand  the  payment  RaP;n- 
of  the  fums  which  the  late  prince  !iad  adv^     -  I  for  Hume% 
Charles  and  his  father;  and  to  Ibiicit  the  kin^  .   n- 
tereft  and  good  offices  towards  his  being  advai .    .1 
to  the  dignity  of  ftadthokitr.    He  received  no: 
but  civil  entertainment  and  gene:  al  promiies,  which 
Charles  had  no  intention  to  perform  •,  though  he 
tampered  with  his  nephew  about  religion,  ana  talk- 
ed of  the  proteitants  as  a  broken,  divided  faction. 

The  commons,  after  a  fKort  adjournment,  pafTed 
the  Coventr\r-act,  by  which  the  practice  of  »naim- 

Nw  72.  F  ing 
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A  c.  1671.  ing  was  made  a  capital  crime.  This  law  derived 
The  com-  its  origin  from  an  outrage  committed  upon  a  mem- 
monspafs  ber  of  parliament.  A  propofal  having  been  made 
J^e^Jven"  in  the  houfe  for  laying  a  tax  upon  play-houfes,  it 
was  oppofed  by  the  courtiers,  one  of  whom  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  players  were  the  king's  fervants, 
and  part  of  his  pleafure.  Sir  John  Coventry  afked, 
whether  his  majefty's  pleafure  lay  among  the  male  or 
the  female  players ;  and  this  farcafm  was  confKkned 
as  an  infolent  violation  of  that  refpect  due  to  the 
kingly  name,  which  had  been  hitherto  religioufly 
preserved  in  all  parliamentary  difputes.  It  was  the 
more  difogreeable  to  Charles,  as  he  then  publicly 
maintained  Gwyn  and  Davis,  two  concubines  who 
had  been  chofen  from  the  theatre.  The  duke  of 
Monmouth,  therefore,  undertook  to  make  a  public 
example  of  Coventry.  This  gentleman,  in  going 
to  his  own  lodgings  at  night,  was  attacked  in  the 
ftreet  by  Sands,  Obrian,  and  fome  other  officers  of 
the  guards.  He  forthwith  fnatched  a  flambeau 
from  his  fervant  with  one  hand,  and  managed  his 
fword  fo  gallantly  with  the  other,  that  he  wounded 
three  or  four  of  the  aflailants,  before  he  was  over- 
powered and  difarmed :  then  his  nofe  was  pur- 
pofely  cut  to  the  bone,  as  a  leflbn  to  teach  him 
what  refpecl  he  owed  to  the  king's  character.  The 
commons,  exafperated  at  this  affault  upon  a  mem- 
ber for  words  ipoken  in  the  houfe,  not  only  enacted 
the  law  abovementioned,  but  alfo  inferted  a  claufe, 
importing,  That  thofe  who  attacked  Sir  John  Co- 
ventry mould  not  be  intitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  par- 
don from  the  crown.  The  lower  houfe,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  lords,  prefented  an  addrefs  to 
the  king,  on  the  progrefs  of  popery,  repreienting 
the  cauie  of  its  increafe  ;  and  the  means  by  which 
it  might  be  reilrained  for  the  future.  Charles  af. 
fured  them  he  would  exert  all  his  power  for  their 
fatisfaction ;  but  laid,  they  could  not  think  it 

ftrange. 


€   H   A   R   L  E   S      IT.  67 

(Irange,  that  he  fhould  make  fome  diftinction  be-  A.C.  »67it 
tween  the  papifts   who  had  lately  embraced   the 
catholic  religion,  and  thofe  who  had  not  only  been  / 

born  and  educated  in  that  perfuafion,  but  aKo  faith- 
fully ferved  his  father  and  him  in  their  adverfity. 
The  commons  then  proceeded  upon  the  fupplies  : 
they  brought  in  a  bill  for  a  land-tax,  another  for 
an  additional  excife  upon  beer,  and  a  third  far 
taxing  law-fuits  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  The 
king  had  for  fome  time  made  a  practice  of-  going 
to  the  houle  of  peers,  without  formality  ^  on  pre- 
tence of  hearing  the  debates  for  his  amuiement, 
though  his  real  defign  was  to  influence  their  deli- 
berations. 

When  the  firft  of  the  bills  fent  up  by  the  com- 
mons  was  read  in,  the  upper  houfe,  lord  Lucas 
up,  and  in  the  king's  hearing,  pronounced  a  fevere 
fpeech,  complaining,  that  fmce  the  refloration, 
the  burdens  laid  upon  the  fubject  were  much  more 
grievous  than  at  any  former  time,  while  -the 
ftrength  of  the  kingdom  had  vifibly  diminimed  ; 
that  great  fums  granted  to  the  king  had  been  em- 
ployed to  enrich  a  few  individuals,  who  had  kept 
aloof  from  him  in  the  day  of  trouble  ;  while  thofe 
who  had  luffered  the  heat  of  the  day,  undergoing 
imprilbnments,  fequeftrations,  and  expofing  their 
lives  for  his  majefty's  fervice,  were  reduced  to  po- 
verty and  contempt.  He  laid  the  nation  was  in 
fome  refpects  more  miferable  than  if  it  were  actually 
fubdued  by  a  victorious  enemy  ;  for,  in  that  cafe, 
the  people  would  know  the  word  of  their  misfor- 
tune •,  a  circumftance  that  would  in  fome  meafure 
alleviate  their  affliction  :  but  at  prefent  the  iubjeft 
was  kept  in  the  moil  perplexing  uncertainty,  in 
giving  to-day,  they  did  not  know  but  that  they 
ihould  be  obliged  to  give  twice  as  much  to-mor- 
row, until  they  ihould  be  entirely  exhaufted.  It 
F  2  would 
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A*C.  1671  would  be   neceflary  therefore  to  rflake  fome  fort 
of  eftimation,  to  ascertain  what  every  man  might 
t  call  his  own  :  for  his  dwn  part,  fhould  it  be  found 

necefiary,  he  would  confent  to  give  one  half  of  his 
lubftance  to  the  king,  provided  he  could  be  fecur- 
ed  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  remainder.  He  added, 
that  the  bills  brought  in  by  the  commons  would 
raife  three  millions  j  an  enormous  fubfidy.  He 
therefore  propofed,  that  the  lords  mould  moderate 
the  exceflive  liberality  of  the  lower  houie,  by  re- 
ducing the  rate  of  the  land-tax :  for,  if  they  had 
not  power  to  retrench  the  extravagance  of  fuch 
impofitions,  they  might  fay  they  had  nothing  -,  and 
that  their  whole  fubftance  was  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  commons.  This  bold  fpeech,  which  was  print- 
ed and  publifhed,  gave  fuch  umbrage  to  the  king* 
that,  in  confequence  of  his  requeft,  the  peers  or- 
dered it  to  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  hang- 
man, as  a  libel  upon  lord  Lucas ;  becaufe,  when 
the  paper  was  prefented  to  him,  and  he  was  quef- 
tioned  about  it,  he  owned  part  of  it  only.  Never- 
thelefs  it  had  made  a  ftrong  impreflion  upon  the 
lords,  who  fent  back  the  bill  with  amendments. 
Thefe  were  rejected  by  the  commons,  and  a  dif- 
pute  enfued ;  out  at  laft  the  lords  fubmitted,  and 
the  bills  were  palled. 

Difputc  be-      The  lords  agreed  likewife  to  the  tax  upon  law- 
tween  the   proceedings  :  but  they  refufed  to  pafs  a  fourth,  for 

twohoufes.   f     .  &  ji-  •         i    j  •  v   • 

laying  an  additional  duty  on  certain  commodities. 
The  merchants  of  London  petitioned  againft  it,  as 
an  infupportable  burden  on  trade ;  and  the  upper 
houfe  propofed  amendments.  The  commons  af- 
firmed that  the  lords  had  no  right  to  amend  money- 
bills;  thefe  denied  the  afiertion.  The  difpute 
grew  warm.  The  commons  claimed  the  fole  right 
of  regulating  the  taxes,  by  virtue  of  a  fundamental 
law.  The  lords  defired  them  to  produce  that  law -, 

and 
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and  they  anfwered  they  would  find  it  on  the  back  A«c  »67'» 
of  the  "  Magna  Charta."     Thefe  fucceflive  con- 
ferences ferved  only  to  inflame  their  mutual  aru- 
mofity,    which  became  fo  violent  that  the  king  / 

found  it  necefiary  to  prorogue  the  parliament ;  and, 
for  a  year  and  nine  months,  it  was  kept  from 
reaflembling,  by  means  of  repeated  prorogations. 

In  the  month  of  March,  the  duke  of  York  loft  offjjSfc. 
his  dutcheis,  Anne  Hyde,  daughter  of  the  earlof  juresthe 
Clarendon,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  two  of 
whom  iurvived  -,  namely,  Mary  after  wards  princefs 
of  Orange,  and  Anne,  who  lived  to  fway  the 
fcepter  of  England.  The  dutchefs  had,  during 
her  laft  illnefs,  embraced  the  Roman  catholic  re- 
ligion ;  and,  ibon  after  her  death,  the  duke  made 
a  lolemn  abjuration  of  the  proteftant  herefy,  to  fa» 
ther  Simor\s,  an  Englifh  jefuit.  He  had  been  con- 
verted during  his  exile,  and  was  generally  known 
to  be  a  catholic  in  his  heart,  though  hitherto  he 
had  not  made  open  profefiion  of  his  religious  prin- 
ciples •,  on  the  contrary,  he  pretended  to  adhere 
to  the  church  of  England.  The  king  had  long 
entertained  the  defign  of  procuring  a  divorce  from 
Catharine,  in  hope  of  having  legitimate  ifiue  by 
another  confort.  Buckingljam  had  propoled  in- 
famous means  for  ruining  her  reputation,  in  fnch 
a  manner  that  me  might  have  been  charged  with 
breach  of  conjugal  faith;  but  thefe  expedients  the 
king  rejected  with  horror.  He  believed  the 
marriage  might  be  declared  null,  on  account  of  her 
being  barren,  or  incapable  of  bearing  children  ; 
and  the  pope  was  founded  on  this  iubjedt.  The 
jefuits  in  England  knowing  of  what  confequence 
iuch  a  divorce  might  be  to  the  dnke  of  York, 
prefled  him  to  declare  his  religion,  threatening, 
tiwt  unlefs  he  would  make  that  lacriiice  to  his  con- 
fcience,  they  would  ufe  all  their  influence  to  pro- 
cure the  pope's  confent  to  the  king's  divorce  from 
F  3  Catharine. 
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A.  c.  1671.  Catharine.     The  duke  for  Tome  time  refufed  to 
take  a  ftep  which  he  knew  would  render  him  odious 
to  the  greater  part  of  the  Englifh  nation  ;  but  rind- 
ing the  jefuits  were  actually  employed  in  putting 
ic  threats  in  execution,  he  agreed  to  make  a  for- 
mal abjuration  of  the  proteftant  religion,,  on  con- 
dition that  they  would  obftruct  the  divorce. 
KfoWufon      The  immediate  views  of  the  cabal  at  this  juncture 
a  war  With   wcre  directed  to  a  war  with  Holland-,  it  was  there- 
fore neceflary  to  break  the  triple  alliance,  and  find 
a  pretext  for  beginning  hoftilities.    Sir  Henry  Co- 
ventry was  diipatched  as  ambaffador  to  Sweden ; 
and  Sir  George  Downing  fent  to  the  Hague,  in  the 
room  of  Sir  William  Temple.     De  Wit  knew  this 
minifter  to  be  a  turbulent  firebrand,  and  an  invete- 
rate enemy  to  the  republic ;  he  therefore  confidered 
the  change  as  an  infallible  fign  of  an  approaching 
rupture.     Downing,  at  his  arrival  in  Holland,  fo- 
lemnly  protefted  that  his  matter  was  determined  to 
adhere  fcrupuloufly  to  the  triple  alliance  ;  and  that 
he  had  no  other  reafon  for  equipping  a  fleet,  but 
that  of  rendering  himfelf  refpectable  among   his 
neighbours,    and   guarding    againft    the    defigns 
of  the  French  king,  whom  he  had  great  reafon  to 
diftruft.     At  the  lame  time  he  complained  of  the 
backwardnefs  of  the  Dutch,  in  fulfilling  the  arti- 
cle of  the  laft  treaty  relating  to  Surinam ;  and  men- 
tioned fome  caufes  of  difference  between  the  Eng- 
]ifh  merchants  and  their  Eail -India  company.     The 
captain  of  a  yacht  fent  to  bring  over  the  wife  and 
family  of  Sir  William  Temple  from  the  Hague, 
was  ordered  by  the  admiralty  to  go  in  queft  of  the 
Dutch  fleet,  and  fire  upon  them  mould  they  refuie 
to  pay  the  compliment  to  the    flag  of  England. 
This  officer  did  not  fall  in  with  them  until  lady 
Temple  and  her  children  were  on  board  :  then  he 
failed  though  the  midft  of  a  fquadron  commanded 
by  Van  Ghent  j  and,  as  they  did  not  lower  their 

topfails, 
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topfails,  difcharged  his  cannon  at  them  without  A  c.  1671. 
hefitation.  The  Dutch  admiral,  furprifed  at  this 
extravagance,  fent  an  officer  to  expoftulate  with 
him  upon  fuch  extraordinary  conduct.  He  re- 
plied, that  he  acted  according  to  orders.  Then 
Van  Ghent  going  on  board  of  his  yacht,  on  pre- 
tence of  paying  his  compliments  to  lady  Temple, 
told  him,  that  although  the  States- general  had  en- 
gaged by  treaty  to  pay  the  compliment  to  the  Eng- 
liih  flag,  he  could  not  expect  that  a  large  fleet, 
commanded  by  an  admiral,  would  lower  their 
top-fails  to  a  fingle  veflel,  which  was  not  even  a 
fhip  of  war,  but  a  private  boat  for  pleafure  or  dif- 
patch.  The  captain  departed  without  further  dif- 
putes  ;  yet,  though  he  had  fired  feveral  guns  load- 
ed with  fhot  at  them,  and  been  faluted  by  the 
Dutch  admiral,  he  no  fooner  arrived  in  England, 
than  he  was  committed  priibner  to  the  Tower  for 
not  having  fufHciently  aflerted  the  honour  of  his 
majefty.  This  was  another  flight  pretence  for  de- 
manding fatisf action  of  the  States- general. 

How  far  Charles  refpected  his  honour  at  home,  Account  Of 
we  may  learn  by  an  incident  of  a  fmgular  nature,  Bioodwho 
that  occurred  about  this  period.    There  was  a  def-  l 
perate  ruffian  of  the  name  of  Blood,  rendered  in-  "own- 
famous  by  the  practice  of  robbery  and  affafli  nation. 
He  had  undertaken  to  furprife  the  caftle  of  Dub- 
lin, while  the  duke  of  Ormond  v/as  viceroy  of  Ire- 
land :  but  he  failed  in  the  attempt,  and  fome  of 
his  accomplices  being  hanged,  he  fwore  their  death 
fliould  be  revenged.     He  followed  the  duke  into 
England  j  and  one  night,  while  that  nobleman  was 
in  his  coach  returning  to  Clarendon- houfe  where 
he  lodged,    Blood,   with  eight   accomplices  well 
mounted,  (topped  the  carriage.    He  murdered  the 
coachman  and  one  of  the  lervants,   then  fet  the 
duke  on  horfeback,  behind  one  of  the  gang,  that 
he  might  be  conveyed  to  Tyburn,  and  put  to  an 
F  4  igno- 
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ig^o.Turjous  death,   purpofirg  to  leave  his  body 
g  on  the  gibbet,  w::h  a  paper  fixed  to  his 
•'.•.-.ing  die  caufe  of  his  execution.  They 
:          li  -a.iy  made  a  o/niiderable  progrefs  in  this 
.uition,  wl.c  ;i  v':v    du.k        inking  an  effort  to 
dfeng^e    hlm^lf,  felj  from  UK   horie,   together 
w       •       ..-.:ia:.iic  to  whom  he  had  h  c:i  ried  :   while 
tlx-y  uy  itruggling  together  on   the  ground,  Or- 
m  void's  dorneilics,  who    had    been    by  ihi$   time 
alarmed,  rode  up  to  his  affiftance ;  and  Blood,  v/i-h 
his  crew  having  difcharged  their  piftoit,  at  the  duke, 
efcaped  by  favour  of  the  darknefs.     fie  uitcrvyards 
foimed  a  icheme  for  carrying  off  the  regalia  from 
the  Tower  of  London  ;  and  executed  it  lo  far,  that 
he  Lad  actually  feized  the  crown,  and  palled  QUC  at 
the  Tov/er-gate,  with  three  accomplices,  after  hav- 
ing left  td wards  the   keeper  of  the  jewel  oaice, 
feemingly  dead  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  de- 
fending his  tnift.     Neverthelefs,  he  alarmed  the 
guards,  and  the  ruffians  were  apprehended.     One 
of  them  was  immediately  known  tahave  been  con- 
cerned in  the  attempt  upon  Ormond,  which  was 
now  laid  to  the  charge  of  Blood  5  and  he  frankly 
ovned   himfelf  author  of  that  enterprize,  but  he 
refuted  to  difcover  his  accomplices,    faying,  the 
fear  of  death  mould  never  prompt  him  to  deny  a 
crime,  or   betray  an  alTeciate.      This  defperado, 
who  had  been  a  ipldicr  in  Cromwell's  army,  be- 
haved with   fuch  remarkable  intrepidity  and  con- 
tempt of  life,  that   the  king  was  feized  with  an 
emotion  of  curiofity  to  fee  fuch  a  phenomenon ; 
and  Blood  knew  how  to  turn  this  circumflance  to 
his  advantage.     He  told  his  majelly,  that  on  ac- 
count of  the  feverity  which  had  been  exerciled  over 
the  confciences  of  the  godly,  he  had  once  refolved 
to  kill  the  king  with  a  carbine,  in  a  place  near  Bat- 
terfea,  where  Charles  uied  to  bathe  in  the  river  : 
tjiat  with  this  view  he  hud  actually  concealed  him- 
felf 
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(elf  among  the  reeds  ;  but  his  Spirits  were  fo  damped  *'c-»67»% 
with  the  awe  of  majeity,  that  he  relented,  and  laid 
afide  his  defign.     He  laid  he  looked  upon  life  and 
death  with  the  moft  abfolute  indifference  •,  but  gave 
the  king  to  underftand,    that   his  alTociates   had 
bound   themfelves    together  by  the  moft  folemn 
oaths,  to  revenge  the  death  of  any  individual  of 
the  confederacy,  that  might  fall  into  the  hands  of 
juftice  j  and  that  no  power  upon  earth  could  baffle 
the  efforts  of  their  defperate  resolution.  The  king, 
though  he  affected  admiration  at  this  man's  bold- 
nefs,  was  in  all  probability  alarmed  with  the  fear  of 
affaflination,    and  on  that   motive  pardoned   the 
malefactor  ;  though  not  before  he  had  obtained  the 
confent  of  Ormond,  who  granted  it  in  the  moft  gal- 
lant manner.     Blood  was  not  cnly  pardoned,  but  Burner, 
gratified  with  an  eftate  of  five  hundred  pounds  a  Rapm 
year  in  Ireland.    He  lived  in  great  familiarity  with  Arlington's 
the  king,  and  affeded  to  be  feen  frequently  in  the  tF™ch  let' 
fame  apartment  with  the  duke  of  Ormond ;  while  cam's  life 
Edwards,  who  had  run  the  rifqueof  his  life  in  pre-  of  Orlr-jnd' 
venting  Blood's  felonious  purpofe,  though  in  the 
eightieth  year  of  his  age,  reaped  no  reward  for  his 
fidelity  and  valour,  except  the  promife  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  which  he  did  not  live  to  enjoy  -f. 

The  contracting  parties,  in  the  league  againft  A' 
Holland,  had  agreed  that  the  French  king,    the  Theexche- 
eledor  of  Cologn,    and  the  bifhop  of  Munfter,  °'u 
fhould  fall  upon  the  territories  of  the  States-general 
in  three  different  places,  while  the  combined  fleets 
of  France  and  England  mould  attack  their  navy,  and 
diftrefs   their    commerce.  -  Nothing  retarded  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities,  but  the  indigence  of 
Charles  :  though  he  had  received  two  millions  five 
hundred  thouland   pounds  from  parliament,   and 

f  In  the  courfe  of  this  yetr  died  had  been  generals  apainft  the  late 
thc  famous  lord  Fairfax,  and  the  earl  kinp,  were  afterwards  inftrurrsr/al 
of  Manchcfter  ;'  who,  though  thej  in  his  fon's  reiteration. 

feven 
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A.  c.  ii7».  feven  hundred  thoufand  livres  by  ftipulation  from 
the  king  of  France,  he  ftill  found  himfelf  in  ne- 
ceffity.  He  gave  his  miniftry  to  underftand,  that 
he  could  not  begin  the  war  without  a  further  fup- 
ply  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  as  he 
could  not  have  recourfe  to  the  parliament,  which  was 
prorogued,  he  promifed  to  confer  the  office  of  trea- 
futer  upon  him  who  fhould  contrive  a  practicable 
expedient  for  raifing  that  fum  of  money.  Sir  Tho- 
mas Clifford  happened  to  be  the  moft  fortunate  in 
his  invention  :  he  propofed  to  flop  the  payments 
of  the  exchequer,  and  convert  all  the  money  to  his 
immediate  occafions.  The  fcheme  was  immedia- 
tely put  in  execution,  and  Clifford  appointed  lord- 
treafurer.  The  whole  nation  was  aftonifhed  and 
affrighted  at  this  defperate  meafure.  The  bankers, 
who  had  lent  money  to  the  government,  fhut  up 
their  mops,  and  refufed  to  accept  the  draughts  of 
thofe  who  kept  cam  with  them  •,  fo  that  many  pri- 
vate families  were  ruined.  The  merchants  could 
neither  anfwer  bills,  nor  pay  duties  at  the  cuflom- 
houfe;  fo  that  commerce  was  interrupted,  credit  in 
a  great  meafure  deftroyed,  the  public  faith  violated, 
univerfal  confufion  enlued  among  the  trading  part 
of  the  nation,  and  the  city  of  London  was  filled 
with  clamour  and  diffraction.  The  king  publifhed 
a  declaration,  excufing  this  ftep  as  the  effect  of  ne- 
ceffity,  arifing  from  the  formidable  preparations 
of  his  neighbours,  and  promifing  to  do  juftice  to 
the  creditors  of  the  crown.  Finding  very  little  re- 
gard was  paid  to  his  proclamation,  he  convened 
the  bankers  at  the  Treafury,  and  affured  them 
from  his  own  mouth,  that  they  mould  be  punc- 
tually fatisfied,  either  from  the  next  fupplies  grant- 
ed by  parliament,  or  out  of  his  own  revenue :  he 
therefore  defired  they  would  anfwer  the  draughts  of 
the  merchants,  fo  that  bufmefs  might  flow  in  its 
former  channel. 

The 
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The  cabal  had  devifed  another  plan  for  filling  A-c-l67*. 
the  king's  coffers  ;  namely  that  of  intercepting  the  Attempt 
Dutch  fleet  of  merchant  mips  from  Smyrna,  valued  o«ch  fTret 
at  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds.     Sir  Robert from  Smvl~ 
Holmes  was  fent  on  this  lervice,  and  fell  in  with  "* 
Spragge,  on   his  return  with  a  Iquadron  from  the 
Mediterranean  :  had  he   been   reinforced   by  this 
officer,  he  would  certainly  have   fucceeded  in  his 
defign  j  but  he  was  reiolved  to  ingrofs  the  whole 
honour    and  advantage  to  himfelf,    and   allowed 
Spragge  to  continue  his  voyage  homewards.     He 
foon  delcried  the  Dutch   fleet,    under  convoy  of 
five  {hips  of  war,  commanded  by  commodore  Van 
Nels,  who  had  received  fome  intimation  of  his  de- 
fign, and  put  his  fquadron,  with  the  convoy,  into 
an  admirable  pofture  of  defence.  Holmes  attacked 
them  with  great  impetuofity,  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  March  ;  and  all  that  day  they  bravely  fuftained 
the  engagement :  it  was  renewed  in  the  morning, 
and  maintained  till  night  -,  on  the  third  day,  one 
of  the  Dutch  fhips   of  war  was   taken,  together 
with  three  or  four  inconfiderable  trading  vefiels  : 
the  reft  continued  their  courfe,  under  the  excellent 
conduct  of  their  commodore ;  and,  by  the  favour 
of  a  thick  fog,  arrived   fafely  in  Holland.     The 
States- general  exclaimed  loudly  againft  this  pirati- 
cal attempt,  which  appeared  the  more  difhonour- 
able,  as  it  had  proved  unluccefsful  •,  the  people  of 
England  condemned  it  as  an  infamous  enterprize, 
and  the  king  himfelf  was  amamed  of  the  under- 
taking.    The  miniftry  pretended  that  it  was  no 
other  than  a  cafual  rencounter,  occanoned  by  the 
pride  of  the  Dutch  commodore,  who  refufed  to 
ftrike  his  topfails    in  compliment  to  the  Englilh 
fquadron.      Neverthelefs    four  Dutch  Haft-India 
fliips,  afterwards  taken   by  the  Englilh   cruizers, 
were  condemned  as  lawful  prize,   even  before-the 
declaration  of  the  war. 

The 
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A.c.a67i.  Thc  States-general  could  hardly  believe  the  king 
of  England  was  in  earned,  until  thefe  outrages 
were  committed  ;  then  they  were  convinced,  and 
redoubled  their  diligence  in  preparing  for  a  rupture 
between  the  two  nations.  In  the  mean  time 
Charles,  with  a  view  to  favour  the  Roman  catho- 
lics, by  virtue  of  his  fupreme  power  in  ecclefiafrical 
affairs,  confirmed  by  divers  acts  of  parliament,  ilRied 
a  proclamation,  iufpending  the  penal  laws  againit 
nonconformifts,  indulging  proteftant  diHenters 
with  the  public  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  allow- 
ing the  catholics  to  worfhip  God  after  their  own 
way  in  private.  This  was  a  large  ftride  towards 
arbitrary  power,  fo  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of 
the  parliament,  that  he  would  not  have  ventured 
to  take  it,  had  not  he  been  provided  with  a  power- 
ful fleet,  and  a  new-raifed  army,  at  his  devotion, 
charfe»de-  His  next  Hep  was  to  declare  war  againft  the  Dutch, 
>f »'»«  The  &r  having  refufed  to  lend  home  the  Englim  families 
Duuh.  fettled  in  Surinam,  as  the  two  nations  had  ftipu- 
lated  in  the  treaty  of  Breda  ;  for  having  denied  the 
honours  due  to  the  Englim  flag ;  and  ridiculed  the 
king  and  people  of  England  in  medals  and  pictures: 
iuch  were  the  frivolous  pretences  of  this  iniquitous 
war.  The  Dutch  juftified  themfelves,  by  affirm- 
ing that  they  had  not  detained  the  Englim  families 
in  Surinam,  but  they  had  refufed  to  quit  the  colony; 
that  their  admirals  were  not  obliged,  by  any  treaty, 
to  lower  their  topfails  on  their  own  coaft  to  an 
Englim  pleafure-boat ;  and  that  they  had  never 
countenanced  any  pictures  or  medals  that  reflected 
upon  the  honour  of  the  king  or  people  of  Eng- 
land f.  Charles,  to  complete  the  farce,  pretended, 

•f  The  foundation  of  this  ridiculous  exhibited  a  reprefentation  of  fliips  on 
charge  was  a  portrait  of  Cornelius  De  fire,  fuppofed  to  allude  to  the  exploit 
"Wit,  thepenfionary's  brother,  na:nted  of  the  Dutch  in  the  river  Medway,  in 
J>y  order  of  the  magistrates  of  Dort  which  Cornelius  De  Wit  bore  a  con- 
On  the  back-ground;  the  pointer  had  fiderable  C:are, 

in 
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in  his  declaration,  that  he  would  ftill  faithfully  ad-  A.c.t€7*. 
here  to  the  purport  of  the  triple  alliance.  Mean 
while,  he  ordered  all  the  Dutch  mips  that  were  in 
Englifh  harbours  to  be  feized,  contrary  to  an  ex- 
preis  article  in  the  treaty  of  Breda.  'I  he  Dutch 
followed  his  example  •,  but  afterwards  releafed 
them,  obfcrving  that  his  breach  of  faith  was  not  n 
fufficient  reafon  for  their  imitating  fuch  unjiiflifiablc 
conduct.  After  fuch  an  uncommon  inftance  of 
candour  and  integrity,  Charles  was  afhamed  to 
detain  their  veflels,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
let  at  liberty.  He  now,  by  a  ftretch  of  prerogative, 
fufpended  the  act  of  navigation,  as  almoft  all  the 
feamen  in  the  kingdom  were  employed  in  the  navy. 
He  iffued  a  proclamation  in  favour  ofpcefTing 
Jailors:  in  another  he  threatened  all  tliofe  who 
ftiould  prefume  to  fpeak  irreverently  of  his  conduct, 
or  hear  fuch  difcourfes  without  informing  againffc 
the  delinquent*;  -,  and,  by  an  order  of  council,  he 
eftablifhed  martial  law  for  the  regulation  of  the 
army.  The  lord-keeper  Bridgeman  refufing  to 
affix  the  feal  to  the  declaration  for  fufpending  the 
penal  laws,  was  removed  from  his  office,  and  Icrd 
Amley,  now  earl  of  Shafte(bury,was  appointed  lord 
chancellor  of  England. 

Lewis  XIV.  in  his  declaration  of  war  againft  the 
Dutch,  affigned  no  other  reafon  'than  his  being  dif- 
fatisfied  with  their  conduct.  The  Bifhop  of  Mun- 
fter  declared  war  againft  the  republic,  on  pretence 
cf  their  having  attempted  to  corrupt  the  governors 
of  his  places ;  and  the  elector  of  Cologne  admitted 
a  body  of  French  troops  into  his  dominions,  under 
the  pretext  of  providing  for  his  own  fafety,  though 
De  Wit  was  well  appriled  of  the  treaty  in  which  he 
had  engaged.  The  commonwealth  of  the  United 
Provinces  Ibemed  now  devoted  to  deftruction. 
Lewis  was  at  the  head  of  an  army,  confiding  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  men,  command- 
ed 
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A.  c.  1674.  ecj  by  the  beft  generals  in  the  world  :  his  fubjects 
were  enriched  by  commerce,  under  the  excellent 
Diftraftions  adminiftration  of  Colbert  •,  and  his  finances  were 
in  that  re-  managed  with  admirable  oeconomy.      The  Dutch, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  diftracted  between   two 
powerful  factions.     De  Wit,  the  chief  of  the  Lou- 
veftein  party,  who  had  long  directed  the  admini- 
ftration, thought  he  could  not  take  more  effectual 
means  to  deprefs  the  Orange  faction,  than  thofe  of 
difbanding  great  part  of  the  army,  difmiffing  the 
old  officers  who  were  devoted  to  the  family  of 
Orange,   and  fupplying  their  places  with  the  fons 
and  kinfmen  of  his  own   friends,   generally  raw 
youths,  who  had  never  feen  fervice,  were  utterly 
ignorant  of  difcipline,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  ferved 
by  proxy ;  fo  that  no  military  fpirit  remained.  The 
foldiers  were  defpifed  •,  the  fortifications  neglected; 
and  all  the  valour  and  difcipline  of  the  republic 
confined  to  the  navy,  which  was  the  object  of  the 
penfionary's   peculiar   care  and   infpection.     The 
States-general   at  firft  endeavoured   to  divert  the 
king  of  England  from  his  hoftile   intentions,  by 
conceffions  and  fubmiflions.      They  confented  to 
honour  his  flag  in  any  manner  he  mould  prefcribe  -, 
and   they  appointed    his    nephew  the  prince   of 
Orange  captain -general  and  admiral,    though  he 
had  not  yet  attained  the  twenty-third  year  of  his 
age  :  but  Charles  rejected  all  their  advances ;  he 
was  bent  upon  the  deftruction  of  the  republic, 
without   paying  the  leaft  regard  to  the  intereft  of 
his  nephew. 

Battle  of  De  Wit  had  not  acted  with  his  ufual  vigilance, 
Sokbay.  \n  making  preparations  for  the  threatened  invafion. 
He  was  now  fenfible  of  the  extreme  hazard  to 
which  his  country  was  expofed ;  and  refolved  to 
make  one  powerful  effort  by  fea,  while  the  prince 
of  Orange  was  employed  in  making  levies,  and  re- 
eftablilhing  difcipline  in  the  army.  De  Ruyter 

was 
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was  fent  to  fea  with  a  fleet  of  ninety  {hips  of  war,  A- c*  |6?*« 
befides  forty  frigates  and  firelhips,  and  Cornelius 
De  Wit  acted  en  board  as  deputy  from  the  States. 
Their  intention  was  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the 
French  and  Englifh  fleets ;  but  this  was  already 
effected.  They  lay  at  anchor  in  Solebay,  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  (hips  of  the  line. 
The  duke  of  York  commanded  in  chief ;  the  e-arl 
of  Sandwich  acted  as  admiral  of  the  bine  ;  and  the 
French  fquadron  was  conducted  by  the  marechal 
De  Etrees.  They  rode  at  anchor  in  Rich  diforder, 
that  the  earl  of  Sandwich  reprefented  to  the  duke 
the  danger  of  their  being  attacked  in  that  pofture  ; 
but  his  advice  was  neglected,  and  the  anfwer  he 
received  was  fuch  as  implied  a  fufpicion  of  his  cou- 
rage. Piqued  at  this  reflection,  he  refolved,  in 
caie  of  an  engagement,  to  conquer  or  perim.  On 
the  twentv-eighth  day  of  May,  the  Dutch  admiral 
bore  down  upon  them  fo  iuddenly,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  cut  their  cables  with  the  utmoft  precipi- 
tation, in  order  to  form  the  line  ;  and  the  whole 
fleet  was  in  fuch  confufion,  that  the  mips  ran  foul 
of  one  another.  The  earl  of  Sandwich  made  hade 
to  weather  the  headland,  and  oppofed  himlelf  to 
the  enemy  that  the  duke  might  have  time  to  reduce 
the  reit  of  the  fleet  into  order.  He  fuilained  a 
moft  furious  attack  from  the  braveft  of  the  enemy. 
He  repulfed  the  fhip  of  Van  Ghent,  after  that 
admiral  had  been  killed  in  the  engagement :  he 
deftroyed  another  large  (hip  which  attempted  to 
board  him  ;  he  funk  three  firefliips  before  they 
were  near  enough  to  grapple  with  his  rigging. 
Though  fix  hundred  of  his  men  were  either  killed 
or  wounded,  and  his  fhip  was  dreadfully  ihattered 
by  the  (hot  of  the  enemy,  he  ftill  continued  to  ply 
his  artillery  without  ceafmg,  until  another  firefhip 
ran  him  aboard  on  the  quarter.  Even  then  he 
might  have  efcaped  into  another  veflel  -,  but  die 

duke's 
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A,C.  1672.  duke's  farcafm  had  made  fuch  an  imprefiion  upon, 
his  mind,  that  he  chofe  rather  to  die  than  furvive 
the  lofs  of  his  fhip,  which,  being  blown  up,  h«  and 
every  perfon  on  board  were  deftroyed.  In  the 
mean  time  the  duke  of  York  was  attacked  by  De 
Ruyter  •,  and  they  engaged  each  other  fo  cloie  for 
two  hours,  that  the  Dutch  admiral  afterwards  de- 
clared this  was  the  molt  obftinate  of  two  and  thirty 
actions  in  which  he  had  been  concerned.  The 
duke's  fhip  being  difabled,  he  was  obliged  to  move 
his  flag  on  board  of  another,  and  his  divifion  was 
in  danger  of  being  overpowered ;  when  Sir  Jofeph 
Jordon  who  fucceeded  Sandwich,  came  to  his  afiift- 
ance.  The  battle  being  thus  reftored,  continued 
till  night,  when  the  Dutch  retired.  Victory  de- 
clared for  neither  fide,  though  it  was  claimed  by 
both  nations.  The  French  fquadron  was  very  little 
engaged  •,  and,  in  all  probability,  the  marechal  De 
Etrees  had  orders  to  keep  off,  that  the 'two  mari- 
time powers  might  deftroy  one  another. 
progrefi  of  Lewis  had  by  this  time  invaded  the  territories  of 
the  French  tne  States-general  on  the  fide  of  Germany.  He 
umLdnFroe-  pafTed  the  Meufe  at  Vifet,  reduced  Orfoi,  Burck* 
vinces.  Wefel,  Emerick,  and  Rhinbeg,  almoft  without  op- 
pofition.  Then  he  advanced  to  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine,  which  his  horfe  pafled  by  fwimming,  while 
his  infantry  crofled  it  in  boats  ;  and  a  few  Dutch 
regiments  that  appeared  on  the  other  fide,  retired 
•with  precipitation.  Marechal  De  Turenne  took 
the  ftrong  fort  of  Skink  in  a  few  dayfc  •,  Arnheim, 
Knotzembourg,  and  Nimeguen,  furrendered  to 
him  at  the  firft  fummons.  Lewis  entered  Doer- 
bourg  without  refiftance :  his  forces  reduced 
Harderwick,  Amersfert,  Campen,  Rhenen,  Viane^ 
Elberg,  Zwol,  Cuilemberg,  Wageninguen, 
Lochem,  and  Woerden.  Marechal  Luxembourg, 
with  the  troops  of  Mnnfter,  poflefled  himfelf  of 
GroJl  and  Deventer.  Utrecht  lent  deputies  with 
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offers  of  fubmiflion  to  the  French  king.  The  mar-  A- c-  l67*- 
quis  of  Rochefort  furprifed  Naerden,  within  three 
leagues  of  Amfterdam.  Fourteen  ftragglers  ap- 
pearing before  Muyden,  received  the  keys  of  the 
town  from  the  magiftrates  ;  but  the  caftie  was  pre- 
ferved  by  a  female  fervant,  who  railed  up  the  draw- 
bridge, and  the  French  ftragglers  were  af  towards 
expelled  :  the  cannon  of  this  fbrrrefs  '  omuian.is  the 
entrance  to  the  harbour  of  Amfteidam.  1  he 
jprince  of  Orange,  at  the  head  of  his  raw  dif- 
couraged  troops,  was  obliged  to  retreat  into  the 
province  of  Holland  before  the  victorious  erurmy, 
whofe  rapid  progrefs  overwhelmed  the  people  with 
confternation  and  defpair.  Lewis  had  now  fub- 
dued  the  three  provinces  of  Guelderland,  Overyflelj 
and  Utrecht,  and  threatened  the  reft  with  immedi- 
ate fubjection.  The  populace,  and  all  thofe  who 
had  oppofed  the  Louveftein  party,  inftead  of  exert- 
ing themfelves  for  the  prefer vation  of  their  liberties, 
exclaimed  againft  the  penfionary,  for  having  ne- 
glected the  means  of  defence.  They  reviled  him 
as  the  partisan  of  France ;  the  author  of  ail  their 
calamities  ;  and  looked  upon  the  young  prince  of 
Orange  as  the  only  perfon  who  could  fave  them 
from  deftruction.  In  the  midft  of  this  defpondence, 
the  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam  acted  up  to  the  noble 
example  of  their  anceftors :  they  obliged  the 
burgeffes  to  keep  watch  and  ward  j  the  people 
were  armed  and  regularly  paid  ;  fome  utelefs  fhips 
were  repaired,  and  furnimed  with  artillery  for  the 
defence  of  the  city  ;  and  the  fluices  being  opened, 
the  whole  neighbourhood  was  laid  under  water. 
The  other  towns  followed  their  example ;  fo  that 
the  whole  province  of  Holland  was  overflowed. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  precautions,  the  nobles  Thc  ftme 
were  ftill  fo  much  influenced  by  their  fea:s,  that  terms  Fre- 
when  the  ftates  met  to  deliberate  upon  the  deplor-  £^d  br 
able  fituation  of  the  commonwealth,  they  v-^ted 
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A. 0.1672  that,  provided  their  religion,  liberty,  and  fovereign 
power,  could  be  faved,  every  thing  elfe  fhould  be 
furrendered  to  the  conqueror.  Amfterdam  declared 
againft  treating  with  the  foe ;  but  this  oppofition 
being  over- ruled,  they  fent  ambaffadors  to  deprecate 
the  wrath,  and  implore  the  companion  of  the 
French  and  Englifh  monarchs.  They  offered  to 
cede  Maeftricht,  and  all  the  frontier  towns  lying 
without  the  limits  of  thefeven  provinces,  to  Lewis, 
and  accommodate  him  with  a  large  fum  to  defray 
the  expence  of  the  war.  The  French  king  de- 
manded that  the  commodities  of  France  fhould  be 
imported  duty-free  into  Holland;  that  the  ftates 
would  permit  the  free  exercife  of  the  catholic  re- 
ligion, fhare  the  churches  between  them  and  the 
proteftants,  and  appoint  regular  falaries  for  their 
priefts  ;  that  they  mould  cede  to  him  all  the  fron- 
tier towns  of  the  republic,  together  with  Nimeguen, 
Skink,  Knotzembourg,  part  of  Guelderland,  the 
ifles  of  Bommel  and  Voorn,  and  the  forts  of  St. 
Andrew,  Louveftein,  and  Crevecceur;  that  they 
fhould  pay  twenty  millions  of  livres  for  the  expence 
of  the  war ;  fend  a  yearly  embafly  to  Paris,  with  a 
golden  medal,  as  ah  acknowledgment  that  to  him 
they  owed  the  prefervation  of  that  liberty  which  his 
predeceilbrs  had  enabled  their  ftates  to  acquire; 
that  they  mould  give  entire  fatisfa&ion  to  the  king 
of  England  ;  and,  within  ten  days,  fignify  their 
affent  to  theie  propofals :  in  which  cafe  he  would 
evacuate  his  conquefts. 

Their  envoys  difpatched  to  London  met  whh  a 
very  harm  reception  from  the  court,  though  they 
excited  the  compafiion  of  the  people.  Charles 
himlelf  began  to  be  uneafy  at  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
his  ally.  He  forefaw  that  the  entire  conqueft  of 
Holland  would  be  a  formidable  acceflion  of  power 
to  Lewis,  who  might  forget  his  engagements,  and 
think  it  his  intereft  to  leave  the  king  of  England 

in 
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independence  upon  his  fubjecls  :  befides,  he  was  A-c. i67z 
eager  to  fhare  thefpoils  of  the  Dutch  republic.  He 
difmifTed  their  ambafladors,  and  fent  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  with  tht:  earls  of  Arlington  and  Hal  - 
lifax,  to  negotiate  with  Lewis  on  the  prefent  pof- 
ture  of  affairs.  They  repaired  to  Utrecht,  where 
the  French  king  refided  with  his  court,  renewed 
the  league  between  him  and  Charles,  and  inferted  a 
ciaufe,  that  no  peace  mould  be  made  with  Holland, 
but  by  common  confent.  Then  they  produced  Demands  of 
their  mailer's  demands  upon  the  ftates,  importing, the  **&&• 
that  the  Dutch  mould  do  honour  to  the  Englifh 
flag,  without  any  limitation  j  banifh  all  the  king's 
enemies  and  calumniators ;  pay  a  million  (lerling 
towards  the  charges  of  the  war,  as  well  as  ten 
thoufand  pounds  yearly  for  liberty  to  fifli  on  the 
Britiih  feas  ;  fhare  the  trade  of  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  in- 
veft  the  prince  of  Orange  with  the  hereditary 
dignity  of  fladtholder ;  and  deliver  into  the  king's 
hands  the  ifles  of  Walcheren,  Cadfant,  Goree,  and 
Voorn,  together  with  the  town  and  caftle  of  Sluys, 
as  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  articles. 

Thefe  cruel  demands  reduced  the  people  of  Hoi -The  prince 
land  to  defpair.  The  Orange  faction  took  this°efc8e 
opportunity  to  inflame  their  refentment  againft  the  ftadth 
penfionary  and  his  brother,  who  became  the  objects 
of  popular  hatred  and  execration.  They  demanded 
the  repeal  of  the  perpetual  edict,  by  which  they  had 
engaged  upon  oath,  that  they  would  never  acknow- 
ledge the  prince  of  Orange  as  ftadthoider.  The 
two  brothers  flill  continued  to  oppofe  the  repeal, 
from  motives  of  true  patriotifm.  At  length  the 
populace  broke  through  all  reftraint.  By  an  infur- 
rection  at  Dort,  the  burgomafters  were  compelled 
to  fign  a  repeal  of  the  edict.  The  people  at  Am- 
fterdam,  Rotterdam,  Middleburgh,  and  the  Hague, 
role  in  arms  againil  their  magittrates,  and  obliged 
them  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  prince  of  Orange. 
G  2  John 
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John  De  Wit  had  been  affaulted,  and  left  feemingly 
dead  upon  the  ftreet  •,  his  Brother  Cornelius  was 
befet  by  ruffians  in  his  own  houfe  at  Dort ;  and, 
being  fick,  was  with  great  difficulty  protected  by 
his  fervants :  the  gallant  De  Ruyter  was  infulted 
in  the  fame  manner  at  Amfterdam.  Cornelius  De 
Wit  was  accufed  by  an  infamous  barber  of  a  defign 
againft  the  life  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  Though 
the  charge  was  improbable  and  abfurd,  the  multi- 
tude howled  for  juftice;  and  his  judges,  intimidat- 
ed by  their  clamour,  condemned  him  to  the  tor- 
ture. This  he  endured  with  unfhaken  fortitude, 
protefting  his  innocence  ;  and,  between  whiles,  re- 
peating the  beautiful  ode  of  Horace,  beginning 
with  "  Juftum  et  tenacem  propofiti  virum."  He 
was,  neverthelefs,  deprived  of  his  offices,  and  un- 
derwent the  fentence  of  banimment.  The  penfi- 
onaiy  refolved  to  accompany  him  in  his  exile,  and 
repaired  to  the  prifon  where  he  lay,  in  order  tocon- 
fole  him  in  his  adverfity.  The  bafe-born  multi- 
tude aflembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  broke 
down  the  prifon-doors,  dragged  out  the  unfor* 
tunate  brothers,  embrued  their  favage  hands  in  the 
blood  of  thofe  virtuous  patriots,  who  had  deferved 
fo  well  of  their  country,  and  treated  their  dead 
bodies  with  the  moft  barbarous  indignity. 

By  the  unworthy  fate  of  thofe  two  fans  of  liberty, 
the  prince  of  Orange  acquired  the  whole  admini- 
ftration  of  Holland  and  Zealand:  the  young  prince, 
John  Cafimer,  of  Nailau,  now  under  theguardian- 
fhip  of  his  mother,  was  ftadtholder  of  Friezland 
and  Groningen  •,  and  the  other  three  provinces 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Lewis  no  fooner 
understood  that  the  prince  of  Orange  was  elevated 
to  the  dignity  of  ftadtholder,  than  he  attempted  to 
bribe  him  over  to  his  intereft,  by  offering  to  make 
him  fovereign  of  Holland  •,  but  he  rejected  the  pro- 
pofal  with  difdain.  The  duke  or  Buckingham, 
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vifiting  this  young  prince  on  his  return  to  England  A-c- 167«- 
from  Utrecht,  exhorted  him  to  put  himfelf  wholly 
under  the  protection  of  his  uncle  the  king  of  Eng- 
Jand.     When  he  exprefied  a  regard  for  his  country, 
the  duke  faid,   "  You  lee  your  country  is  already 
"  loft."     "  There  is  one  way  (replied  the  prince) 
"  of  avoiding  fuch  a  fight ;  and  that  is,  to  die  in 
"  the  laft  ditch."      The  ftadtholder  was  naturally 
phlegmatic,   referved,    and   thoughtful,    well    ac- 
quainted with  the  ftrength  and  imereft  of  his  coun- 
try.    To  the  care  of  John  De  Wit,   the  profeffed 
enemy  of  his  greatnels,  he  owed  a  liberal  education: 
he  pofleffed  a  great  fhare  of  courage  and  fortitude, 
and  was  extremely  tenacious  of  his  purpoie.     At 
an  extraordinary  aflembly  of  the  dates,    he,   in  a 
fpeech  that  lafted  three  hours,  reprefented  the  per- 
nicious confluences  of  accepting  the  terms  pro- 
pofed   by  the   king  of  France ;  encouraged  them 
with  folid  reafons  to  hope  that  they  fhould  ftill  be 
able  to  defend  their  liberties  •,    demonftrated  the 
po/Tibility  of  raifing  money  to  defray  the  enormous 
expence  of  fuch  a  war ;  and  concluded  with  faying, 
that  religion  and  liberty  could  not   be  purchaled  at 
too  dear  a  price.     The  ftates  liftened  to  him  with 
amazement :  they  were  aftonifhed  at  the  extent  of 
his  knowledge,   and  the  folidity  of  his  arguments  : 
they  were  animated  by  the  fpirit  of   their  young 
ftadtholder.     That  grief  and  dejection,   which  had 
fo  long  appeared  in  their  countenances  now  vanifli- 
ed ;    they  recovered   the  faculty   of  recollection, 
which  feemed  to  have  been  buried  under  their  mis- 
fortunes ;    and    began    to  exert   themfelves  with 
vigour  in  defence  of  their  country. 

Lewis,  feeing  a  flop  put  to  his  conquefts  by  the  Diver*  Pow. 
inundation  of  Holland,   left  the  duke  of  Luxem- er\declire 
burgh  at  Utrecht,  and  marched  into  Flanders,  from  UcDuSk 
whence  he  haftened  to  Paris,  where  he  was  received 
with  more  fullbrne  adulation  than   had  ever  been 
G  3'  paid 
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A  c.  1671  paid  to  any  European  prince  fmce  the  difiblution 
of  the  Roman  empire.     The  pafiage  of  the  Rhine, 
which  he  had  beheld  at  a  wary  diftance,  and  which 
his  troops  had  performed  almoft  without  oppofition, 
was  celebrated   in   profe  and  verfe,   as  an  exploit 
equal  to  that  of  Alexander  in  pafling  the  Granicus; 
and  the  epithet  of  "  Great"  was  beftowed  upon  him 
by  the  fervile  flattery  of  his  fubjefts,   though  he 
had  not  the  leaft  ingredient  of  heroifm  in  his  whole 
compofition.       He  was  on  this  occafion  accom- 
panied by  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  who  command- 
ed fix  thoufand  Engliih  auxiliaries,  that  reinforced 
Lewis  in  confluence  of  the  treaty  between  the  two 
monarchs.     All  the  neutral  powers  in  Europe  were 
alarmed  at  the  rapidity  of  the  French  conquefts, 
well  knowing  how  formidable  Lewis  would  become 
by  the  reduction  of  Holland.     The  emperor,  and 
fome  other  princes  in  Germany,  promifed  to  efpoufe 
the  caufe  of  the  Dutch.       Spain  fent  a  body  of 
troops  to  their  afTiftance;  and  the  prince  of  Orange 
made  furprifing  efforts  to  aflemble  an  army  capable 
of  looking  the  enemy  in  the  face.     The  biihop  of 
IVlunfter  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  fiege  of  Gro- 
ningen  with  lofs   and  difhonour.     The  ftadtholder 
made   an   attempt   upon  Naerdenj    but  Luxem- 
burgh,  attacking    his    intrenchments    by  furprize, 
obliged  him  to  defift  from  the  enterprize. 
proceeding      The  chief  hope  of  the  Dutch  centered  in  the  Eng- 
oOheEng-  jjf^  parliament,  which  they  believed  would  open  its 
mentP.aria    eyes  to  the  real   intereft  of  the  kingdom,  and  take 
meafures  for  putting  an  end  to  a  war  fo  oppofite  to 
the  advantage  of  their  country  :  but,  in  this  hope, 
they  were   difappointed    by    another   prorogation. 
ru'net       Charles,   refolving  to  make  new   levies,    thought 
Temple      proper    to   keep  the  exchequer  ftill  (hut ;  though 
RaP'n        the  tims  was  elapfed,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he 
had  faithfully  promifed   it  mould  be  opened.     He 
excufed  himfelf,  however,  in  a  proclamation,  ob- 

ferving, 
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ferving,  that  the  war  (till  continued,  though  he  hadA-c-  l6?a* 
done  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  promote  a  pacifi- 
cation. Sir  Henry  Coventry  was  now  appointed 
fecretary  of  ftate  -,  lord  Clifford  rewarded  with  the 
treafurer's  ftaff,  and  the  dignity  of  duke  conferred 
upon  Lauderdale  j  fo  that  the  cabal  feemed  to  tri- 
umph in  their  councils,  and  fecurely  enjoyed  their 
penfions  from  France,  the  infamous  wages  of  trea- 
chery and  corruption.  At  length  the  parliament  A-c-l67i« 
reaflfembled  in  the  beginning  of  February  ;  and,  at 
the  recommendation  of  the  court,  chofe  Sir  John 
Charleton  their  fpeaker,  Turner,  who  hitherto  pof- 
feffed  the  chair,  having  been  created  a  baron  of  the 
exchequer.  The  king,  in  his  fpeech,  having  men- 
tioned the  war,  and  referred  them  to  the  declara- 
tion for  the  caufes  and  neceffity  of  that  meafure, 
obferved  that  his  indulgence  in  favour  of  the  non- 
conformifts  had  produced  a  very  good  effect,  in  fe- 
curing  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  He  faid,  the 
favour  granted  to  catholicks  was  as  little  as  he 
could  Jhe\v,  confidering  their  fervices  and  fidelity 
to  him  and  his  father :  he  told  them  plainly,  that 
he  (hould  take  all  forts  of  contradiction  in  evil  part, 
and  was  determined  to  fupport  his  declaration  on 
that  fubject.  He  took  notice  of  afufpicion  he  had 
incurred,  of  having  levied  land-forces  to  controul 
the  laws  and  invade  the  property  of  the  fubjects  : 
he  declared  there  was  a  neceflity  for  having  a  greater 
number  for  the  next  campaign-,  therefore  hehoped 
they  would  take  that  circumftance  into  confede- 
ration. He  concluded  with  an  affurance  that 
he  would  maintain  the  true  proteftant  religion  as 
eftablifhed  in  the  church  of  England  ;  and  that  the 
liberty  and  property  of  his  fubjects  mould  be  pre- 
ferved  inviolate.  The  earl  of  Shaftfbury,  as  lord 
chancellor,  enlarged  upon  the  fame  fubjects,  in  a 
long  fpeech  replete  with  the  molt  impudent  falf- 
hoods,  the  moft  palpable  abfurdky,  and  the  groiTeft 
G  4  .  adulation. 
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A.  c.  1673.  adulation.  He  afierted  that  this  was  the  parlia^ 
mint's  war,  undertaken  by  their  advice  againft  an 
infolent  people,  who  aimed  at  univerfal  empire;  a 
nation  whofe  exillence  was  incompatible  with  the 
intereft  of  Great-Britain ;  "  they  muft  be  exter- 
"  minated  (faid  he)  Delenda  eft  Carthago.  If 
"  you  fufFerthem  to  rife  again,  remember  that  the 
*'  ftates  of  Holland  are  the  perpetual  enemies  of 
"  England,  both  from  intereft  and  inclination. 'e 
He  excelled  the  king  as  the  beft  prince  that  ever  fan 
upon  the  throne  -,  as  the  reftorer  of  liberty  and  the 
Englifh  church,  for  which  his  father  had  furTered  ; 
in  which  he  h;mfe!f  had  been  born  and  educated  ; 
and  to  which  he  had  adhered  in  his  greateft  diftrefs 
with  the  moft  fcrupulous  attachment,  notwithftand- 
ing  th?  i  reat  offers  by  which  he  was  tempted  to 
renounce  his  religion.  He  recommended  a  fupply 
to  their  ferious  confideration,  defiringthat  it  might 
be  fpeedy  and  effectual.  He  concluded  with  thefe 
words,  "  Let  us  blefs  God  and  the  king,  that  our 
"  religion  is  fafe  ;  that  the  church  is  committed  to 
"  the  care  of  a  prince,  from  whom  we  have  no- 
"  thing  to  fear  for  our  parliaments,  liberties,  and 
"  property.  What  more  can  a  good  Englifhman 
*'  afk,  except  that  God  will  bepleafedtogranthisma- 
"  jefty  a  long  and  happy  reign  j  and  that  the  triple 
*'  alliance  between  king,  parliament,  and  people, 
"  may  never  be  broken  or  impaired."  The  com- 
mons, inftead  of  complying  with  the  meafures  of 
the  king,  began  the  feilion  by  vindicating  their  own 
privileges.  The  chancellor  had  iflued  writs  for  fil- 
ling the  vacant  feats  in  parliament,  and  new  mem- 
bers had  been  elected  j  but  now  the  houfe  voted 
thofe  writs  and  elections  illegal,  and  the  new  mem- 
bers were  expelled.  The  commons  were  extremely 
diffati.sfied  with  the  king's  conduct  :  they  difap- 
proved  of  the  war,  and  refolved  to  demand  that  the 
grievances  cf  the  nation  fhculd  bs  redrefled  :  but 

that 
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that  they  might  not  be  fufpected  of  difaffecYton  or  A.C.  |673, 
unfealbnable  refentment,  they  voted  a  tax  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  per  month,  for  eighteen  months, 
to  anfwer  the  king's  extraordinary  occafions.     But 
they  did  not  even  mention  the  war,  and  refolved  that 
the  money -bill  mould  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  redrcfs 
of  grievances.  They  pfefented  an  addrefs  againftthe 
king's  declaration  for  liberty  of  confcience,  obferving 
that  the  penal  laws  could  not  be  fufpended  but  by  act 
of  parliament -,  and  befeeching  his  majefty  to  remove 
all  doubts  and  fears  from  the  hearts  of  his  faithful 
fubjects.     He  anfwered,  that  he  was  forry  a  ftep 
he  had  taken  for  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  mould 
produce  any  uneafinefs  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
or  give  them  caufe  to  call  in  queftion  his  undoubt- 
ed power  in  ecclefiaftical  matters,   which  he  mould 
never  have  thought  of  uling,  but  for  the  advan- 
tage of  his  fubjects.    He  declared  his  intention  was 
not  to  invade  or  renounce  the  advice  of  his  parlia- 
ment ;  and,  that  if  they  would  prepare  a  bill  for 
the  fame  purpofes,  that  mould  be  more  effectual  for 
preferving  the  tranquillity  of  church  and  (late,  and 
prefent  it  in  a  fuitable  manner,    he  would  convince 
them  of  his  readinefs  to  concur  with  every  meafure 
that  mould  be  judged  neceffary  for  the  benefit  of 
the  kingdom.     In  another  addrefs,   the  commons 
gave  him  to  underftand,  that  his  anfwer  was  not 
fufncient  to  remove  their  fears  and  fufpicions,  ari- 
fing  from  his  arrogating  a  power  of  difpenfing  with 
penal  laws  :  a  power,  which  they  faid  his  predecef- 
fors  had  never  pretended  to  exercife  :  a  claim,    by 
which  he  might  interrupt  the  courfe  of  the  laws, 
and  change  the  whole  legiflative  power,  refiding  in 
the  king  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament ;  they 
therefore    implored  a  more  clear   and  fatisfaclory 
anfwer.     He   replied,    it  was   an   affair  of  confe- 
quence,  and  he  would  take  time  to  confider  their 
Addrefs.     Charlcton,  the  fpeaker,  defiring  to  refign 

the 
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A.C.  i673.  the  chair,  on  account  of  his  ill  ftate  of  health,  was 

fucceeded  by  Sir  Edward  Seymour. 

Thepresby-      The  cabal  had  mifreckoned  on  the  intereft  of  the 
twiansop-   prefby  terians,   which  they  thought  to  fecure  by  the 

pDfethede-   Si-  c  .      ,     ,  J        —,,  D     r   0  ,      , 

eurationfor  declaration  or  indulgence.     That  feet  perceived  the 
liberty  of     jj^ft  o£  the  court  was,  under  fhelter  of  them,  to  fa- 

toafuence. 

vour  the  Roman-catholics  ;  that  the  mmiitry  pur- 
fued  arbitrary  meafures  ;  that  the  king  had  involv- 
ed the  nation  in  an  unjuft  and  expenfive  war  with 
their  natural  allies,  and  afiembled  an  army,  which 
was  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London, 
in  all  probability  to  over- awe  the  deliberations  of 
the  parliament.  Alderman  Love,  one  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  prefbyterian  party,  fpoke  in  the  houfe  with 
great  fpiric  againft  the  declaration  ;  and  his  difin- 
terefted  behaviour  on  this  occafion  made  fuch  im- 
prefilon  on  the  commons,  that  they  brought  in  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  proteftant  nonconformifls.  Ic 
pafled  the  lower  houfe  without  oppofition  ;  but  the 
lords  propofed  fome  amendments,  with  which  the 
commons  would  not  comply;  and,  before  the  affair 
could  be  compromifed,  the  king  prorogued  the 
parliament.  In  the  mean  time,  the  lords  and  com- 
mons joined  in  an  addrefs  againft  the  Roman  catho- 
lics, dcfiring  that  the  laws  might  be  rigoroufly 
executed  againft  priefls  and  jefuits :  that  all  officers 
and  perlons  in  public  employments  in  the  army, 
fhould  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy, 
and  receive  the  communion  according  to  the 
form  of  the  church  of  England.  He  publifhed  a 
proclamation  according  to  cuftom  ;  but  this  did 
not  fatisfy  the  commons,  who  refolved  to  prepape 
a  bill  that  fhould  effectually  remedy  the  evil  of 
which  they  complained  •,  and  they  were  determined 
againft  paHingthe  fupplies,  until  the  declaration  for 
liberty  cf  conicience  fliould  be  recalled. 

Charles  now  found  his  affairs  at  a  very  delicate 
crifis :  the  queflion  was,  whether  he  fliould  pull  off 
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the  mafk,  and  break  with  his  parliament,  or  facri-  A- c-  l6n- 
fice  his  prerogative,  and  own  himfelf  dependent  The  king 
upon  their  power  and  affe&ion.  The  cabal  were  JJJ^JL 
divided  in  opinion.  The  majority  advifed  him  tofeh. 
fhake  off  all  reftraint,  and  avail  himfelf  of  the 
army  which  lay  encamped  on  Black-heath,  under 
the  command  of  Schomberg,  a  German  proteftant, 
of  great  reputation  in  war.  Lauderdale  undertook 
to  bring  a  ftrong  body  of  forces  from  Scotland,  to 
aflift  in  fubduing  the  parliament.  Buckingham 
offered  to  feize  thofe  members  of  the  lower  houfe 
who  oppofed  the  court-- meafu res.  The  fame  vio- 
lent counfels  were  efpoufed  by  Shaftfbury  and  Clif- 
ford :  but  Arlington,  from  a  timorous  temper,  was 
for  more  moderate  meafures.  The  French  king 
exhorted  Charles  to  make  peace  with  the  parlia- 
ment, as  he  could  not  of  himfelf  maintain  the 
whole  war.  The  concubines,  afraid  of  fuffering 
in  the  general  confufion  that  would  enfue,  impor- 
tuned him  to  embrace  pacific  meafures  ;  and  this 
conduct  being  the  bed  fuited  to  his  own  indolent 
and  unwarlike  difpofition,  he  refolved  to  gratify  the 
commons.  Shaftfbury  perceiving  the  king's  want 
of  refolution,  began  to  dread  a  parliamentary  in- 
quiry ;  from  the  danger  of  which,  that  he  might 
fkreen  himfelf  in  time,  he  in  the  mod  abrupt  man- 
ner, entered  into  all  the  violence  of  the  oppofition. 
He  was  received  with  open  arms  by  the  chiefs  of 
thofe  who  were  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the 
Country  Party  :  they  knew  his  ftrength,  and  tri- 
umphed in  the  acquifition.  He  now  prefied  the 
king  to  a  compliance  with  the  parliament ;  and 
Charles,  fending  for  the  declaration,  broke  the  feal 
with  his  own  hand.  On  the  eighth  day  of  March, 
he  repaired  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  where  he  defired 
the  commons  to  difpatch  the  bufmefs  of  the  ftip- 
ply  i  and  allured  them,  that  he  would  grant  his 
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A.  c.  1673.  afTcnt  to  every  bill  calculated  to  redrefs  their  grie- 
vances. 

a"  The  two  houfes  were  fo  well  pleafed  with  this  af- 
teii-aft.  furancc,  that  they  went  in  a  body  to  thank  his  ma- 
jefty  for  his  moft  gracious  declaration.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  they  foon  pallid  the  famous  ted-aft,  import- 
ing, That  every  perfon  in  office  or  employment, 
Ihould  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  ; 
receive  the  facrament  in  fome  parifli- church  before 
competent  witnefies,  and  fubfcribe  a  declaration, 
renouncing  all  belief  of  the  real  prefence  in  the  eu- 
charift.  They  like  wife  brought  in  another  bill  for 
preventing  marriages  between  proteftants  and  pa- 
pifls  :  this  was  levelled  againft  a  match  now  in  agi- 
tation between  the  duke  of  York  and  the  arch- 
dutchefs  of  Infpruck.  Then  the  commons  pre- 
fented  two  addreffes  upon  grievances ;  one  relating 
to  England,  and  the  other  to  Ireland.  In  the  firft, 
they  demanded  that  a  new  duty  laid  upon  coals,  by 
order  of  council,  fhould  be  fuppreffed ;  that  fol  • 
diers  fhould  not  be  quartered  in  private  houfes  ; 
that  the  forces  mould  be  difbanded  at  theconclufion 
of  the  war  ;  and  that  the  practice  of  prefling  men 
into  the  fervice  fiiouid  be  difcontinued.  The  pe- 
tition concerning  Ireland  related  chiefly  to  religious 
grievances  i  but,  among  other  articles,  they  re- 
quefted  that  colonel  Richard  Talbot,  agent  for  the 
catholics  in  that  kingdom,  mould  be  diverted  of 
all  employment,  civil  or  military,  and  be  denied 
accefs  to  his  majefty's  perfon.  The  king  made  a 
favourable  anfwer  -,  and  then  the  money-bill  paffed 
without  oppofition.  When  the  teft-ac~t  received 
the  royal  aflenr,  a  bill  of  indemnity  likewife  paflfed 
to  fkreen  the  minifters  from  all  inquiry  :  then  the 
catholic  officers  quitted  their  employments  ;  the 
duke  of  York  rengned  the  lucrative  office  of  lord- 
high-admiral  ;  and  lord  Clifford  gave  up  his  trea- 
t  furers- 
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furers-ftaff,  which  was  beftowed  upon  Sir  Thomas  A-c  >(3~J* 
Ofborne,   afterwards  created  earl  of  Danby. 

Prince  Rupert  being  appointed  admiral  of  the  Thr3ecn- 
fleet,  began  to  make  preparations  for  going  to  lea,  Efw^n"  \he 
but  was  thwarted  by  his  captains,  who  were  gene-  J^jJ1  and 
rally  devoted  to  the  duke,  and  refented  his  difmif-  fleets. 
fion  :  Sir  Edward  Spragge  and  the  earl  of  Oflbry 
acted  as  inferior  admirals.  Having  been  joined  by 
the  French  fquadron  under  D"Etrces,  they  fleered 
towards  the  coafts  of  Holland,  to  the  number  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  fail,  comprehending  fri- 
gates and  firemips,  and,  on  the  twenty-eighth  day 
of  May,  attacked  the  Dutch  fleet,  under  De  Ruy- 
ter,  near  Schoenvelt  j  but  neither  fide  had  caufe 
to  boaft  of  the  victory.  The  enemy  retired  into 
their  own  harbours,  and  ufed  fuch  diligence  in  re- 
fitting their  fhips,  that  in  a  week  they  again  pre- 
fented  themfelves  to  the  combined  fleets  of  Eng- 
land and  France.  On  the  fourteenth  of  June  they 
met  orTFlufhing,  where  they  cannonaded  one  ano- 
ther without  coming  to  a  clofe  engagement,  and 
were  parted  by  tempeftuous  weather  before  any  con- 
fiderable  damage  was  done  on  either  fide.  Prince 
Rupert  was  averfe  to  the  war,  and  for  that  reafon 
perhaps  acted  with  the  lefs  activity.  The  duke  ftill 
influenced  the  conduct  of  the  admiralty;  and,  from 
private  pique  to  prince  Rupert,  kept  the  fleet  in 
continual  want  of  neceflaries  and  provifion  ;  fo  that 
he  was  obliged  to  return  into  harbour  to  be  fup- 
plied.  He  was  no  fooner  in  condition  to  go  to  fea, 
than  he  (leered  his  courfe  tptheTexel ;  and,  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  Auguft,  fell  in  with  t,he  Dutch 
fleet,  commanded  by  De  Ruyter  and  Tromp,  who 
were  now  perfectly  reconciled  by  the  mediation  of 
the  prince  or  Orange.  When  the  action  began,  De 
Ruyter  fingled  out  prince  Rupert ;  Tromp  oppofed 
himfelf  to  Sir  Edward  Spragge  j  and  Brankert, 
their  rear-admiral,  bore  up  to  the  marcchal  H'Et- 

rccs. 
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A.  c.  i67J.rees.  This  battle  was  fought  with  furprifing  emu* 
lation  by  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  officers  •,  but  the 
French  kept  aloof,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  Bran- 
kert  fhot  a-head  to  the  affiftance  of  De  Ruyter; 
and  prince  Rupert  being  feparated  from  the  divi- 
fion  of  Sir  John  Chichely,  was  quite  furrounded 
by  the  enemy,  and  expofed  to  a  mod  dreadful  fire. 
He  fought  with  his  ufual  courage,  and  manifefted 
fuch  conduct  as  he  had  never  difplayed  before.  He 
difengaged  himfelf  with  wonderful  dexterity  ;  and, 
joining  Chichely,  bore  down  to  the  affiftance  of 
Spragge,  who  was  almoft  overpowered  by  Tromp 
and  his  fquadron.  The  Royal  Prince,  in  which  he 
fought,  was  mattered  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he 
•was  obliged  to  fhift  his  flag  to  the  St.  George ; 
Tromp  for  the  fame  reafon  moved  from  the  Golden 
Lion  to  the  Comet  •,  and  the  action  was  renewed 
v/ith  redoubled  violence,  until  the  St.  George  was 
quite  difabled  :  then  Spragge  took  to  his  boat,  in 
order  to  hoift  his  flag  on  board  of  another  fhip ; 
but  the  pinnace  being  funk  by  a  cannon-ball,  this 
gallant  officer  perifhed.  The  earl  of  OfTory  dif- 
tinguiflied  himfelf  by  his  extraordinary  valour  and 
perfeverance  ;  but,  after  the  death  of  Spragge,  he 
found  himfelf  hard  prefied  by  the  enemy.  Prince 
Rupert  perceiving  that  whole  divifion  almoft  totally 
difabled,  fent  three  firefhips  among  the  Dutch  fleet, 
which  was  likewife  greatly  damaged ;  and  made 
fignal  for  the  French  fquadron  to  bear  down  and  en- 
gage. Had  they  obeyed  this  order,  while  the  ene- 
my were  in  confufion,  occafioned  by  the  firemips, 
in  all  probability  the  Englifli  would  have  obtained 
a  complete  victory.  But  the  French  marechal  paid 
no  regard  to  the  fignal;  and  the  majority  of  the 
Englilh  mips  had  been  fo  roughly  handled,  that 
the  prince  could  not  purfue  his  advantage :  he 
therefore  collected  his  draggled  mips,  and  hauled 
off  to  the  Englifh  Ihore,  leaving  the  victory  un- 
decided. 

The 
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The  king  of  Sweden  having  offered  his  media- A-c  l673* 
tion,  a  congrefs  was  opened  at  Cologn;  but  the  progrefs<jf 
two  monarchs  infifted  nearly  on  the  terms  which  |J*  ™™ 
they  had  already  impofed;  and  the  Hates  having  nem. 
recollected  themfelves  from  their  panic,  funk  every 
day  in  their  offers,  as  their  affairs  began  to  affume 
a  more  favourable  afpect.  Spain  and  France  had 
come  to  an  open  rupture  :  the  emperor  had  de- 
clared in  their  favour,  and  fent  an  army  into  the 
field,  under  the  command  of  the  famous  Monte- 
cuculi,  who  found  means  to  baffle  the  vigilance  of 
Turenne,  and,  by  a  fudden  march, "inverted  Bonne 
on  the  Upper  Rhine,  before  the  marechal  was 
aware  of  his  defign.  The  prince  of  Orange  hav- 
ing taken  Naerdin,  and,  by  the  moft  artful  conduct, 
left  all  the  French  generals  behind  him,  joined  the 
Imperialifts,  and  Bonne  furrendered  in  a  few  days. 
They  reduced  feveral  other  places  in  the  electorate 
of  Cologn  :  and  the  Communication  between  France 
and  the  United  Provinces  being  cut  off,  Lewis 
abandoned  all  his  conquefts,  except  Maeflricht, 
which  he  had  taken  during  this  campaign.  The 
Dutch  ambaffadors  at  the  congrefs  now  talked  in 
very  lofty  terms  -,  and  thofe  of  France  and  Eng- 
land retired  from  Cologn,  on  pretence  of  the  violence 
offered  to  the  count  de  Furftenberg,  plenipotentiary 
for  the  elector  of  Cologn.  This  nobleman  was 
apprehended  by  order  of  the  emperor,  as  a  fub- 
ject  of  the  empire,  who  had  betrayed  his  country  ; 
and  the  two  kings  refufed  to  treat  until  he  fhould 
be  fet  at  liberty. 

The  emperor,  in  another  inftance,  manifefted  his  Match  be- 
contempt  for  the  king  of  England  and  his  concerns  twcen  the 
Propofals   had  been  made  for  a  marriage  between  v^rk^nd 
the  duke  of  York  and  a  princefs  of  the  Infpruck  thePrincefe 
branch  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  :  but  the  emperor  ° 
becoming  a  widower  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  ef- 
poufed  the  lady  -,  and  the  duke  of  York  was  oblig- 
ed to  turn  his  eyes  to  another  quarter.     He  now 

pitched 
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A. 0.1673. pitched  upon  Mary,  lifter  of  Francis  duke  of  Mo- 
dena,  whom  Lev/is  XIV.  declared  an  adopted 
daughter  of  France  ;  engaging  at  the  fame  time  to 
pay  her  portion.  The  propofal  was  immediately 
accepted,  and  the  marriage  folemnized  by  proxy  ; 
the  earl  of  Peterborough  reprefenting  the  duke's 

A5^Hfti.    perfon.     The  commons  meeting  after  a  proroga- 
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tion,  petitioned  the  king  that  he  would  prevent 
.  tfa  match  between  the  duke  and  the  princefs  of 
Modena;  and  take  care  that  his  brother  mould  marry 
no  lady  of  the  catholic  perfuafion.  To  this  addrefe 
the  king  replied,  that  the  duke's  marriage  was  al- 
ready confummated  by  proxy ;  and  that  he  could 
not  fuppofe  it  would  be  difagreeable  to  the  com- 
mons, as  they  had  never  exprefled  the  leaft  diflatis- 
faction  at  the  propofal  of  the  other  match  between 
his  brother  and  a  catholic  princefs,  which  had  been 
fo  long  in  agitation. 

Thehoufe  was  not  fads  fied  with  this  anfvver,  and 
refolved  to  prefent  another  addrefs,  containing 
their  reafons  for  oppofing  the  marriage.  Charles, 
in  a  fpeech  to  the  parliament,  had  mentioned  the 
congrefs  at  Cologn  i  giving  them  to  underftand, 
that  his  ambaffadors  had  been  treated  with  con- 
tempt by  thofe  of  the  States -general,  who  feemed 
averfe  to  all  reafonable  terms  of  accommodation. 
He  therefore  demanded  a  fpeedy  fupply  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  war ;  defired  they  would  dif- 
charge  the  debt  he  had  contracted  with  the  ban- 
kers and  goldfmiths,  who  were  ruined  by  his  flop- 
ping payment  at  the  exchequer  ;  and  he  promifed 
to  maintain  the  religion,  liberty,  and  property  of 
his  fubjects.  The  chancellor  expatiated  upon  the 
fame  topics ;  but  neither  his  eloquence,  nor  the 
king's  importunity,  made  the  leaft  impreffion  upon 
the  commons.  They  adjourned  the  houfe^  and 
afterwards  began  to  take  his  majefty's  fpeech  into 
confideration.  In  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 

they 
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they  refolved,  That  no  fupply  mould  be  granted  A>  c- 1673- 
to  the  king,  nor  any  impofition  laid  upon  the  fub- 
jedts,  before  the  final  payment  of  the  laft  aid, 
amounting  to  one  million  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds ;  nor 
until  the  kingdom  mould  be  fecured  againft  the 
defigns  of  popery,  and  all  the  national  grievances 
redrefied  ;  unlefs  the  obflinacy  of  the  Dutch,  in 
refufing  reaibnable  terms  of  peace,  mould  render 
fuch  fupply  necefiary  for  the  defence  of  the  nation. 
At  the  fame  time,  they  petitioned  fora  general  fait, 
as  if  the  kingdom  had  been  in  imminent  /danger. 
Then  the  houfe  went  in  a  body  to  the  king,  with  d.Tfc'ia'iaft 
a  lecond  addrefs  againft  the  duke's  marriage.  They the  ciuke's 
reprefented  that  it  would  produce  doubts,  difquiets,  ma 
and  difiatisfaction  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
probably  engage  his  majefty  in  alliances  prejudi- 
cial to  the  proteftant  religion  j  that  it  would  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  prieits  and  jefuits  in  Eng- 
land, and  revive  the  hopes  of  the  catholic  party ; 
that  it  would  dfminifa  the  people's  affection  for  his 
royal  highnefs  -,  that  the  princels  of  Modena  hav- 
ing fo  many  relations  at  the  court  of  Rome,  this 
marriage  would  fumim  them  with  means  to  pene- 
trate into  his  majefty's  mod  lecret  councils  j  and, 
as  matches  concluded  by  proxy  had  been  often  dif- 
folvtd,  they  intreated  him  to  prevent  the  actual 
confummation  of  this  marriage,  the  duke  being 
the  prefumptive  heir  of  the  crown. 

Charles  was  extremely  mocked  at  thefc  vigo-  vigorous 
rous  proceedings  of  the  commons,  and  told  them,  °pp°fi"cn 
he  would  confider  their  addrefs.  Mean  while  they  ^T 
voted  that  the  land -army  was  a  grievance  and  a 
burden  to  the  nation  ;  and  began  to  prepare  a 
third  addrefs  on  that  fubjeft.  On  .  the  fourth  day 
of  November,  the  king  came  fuddenly  to  the  up- 
per houfe,  and  fent  for  the  commons.  The  ufher 
of  the  black  rod  and  the  fpeaker  arrived  at  the 

NUMB.  LXXIII.  H  fame 
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A.  c.  1673,  fame  time  at  tne  houfe  of  commons  ;  but  the  fiiifc 
had  no  fooner  entered,  than  the  door  was  fhut  upon 
the  umer.  Then  the  commons  immediately  voted, 
That  the  alliance  with  France  was  a  grievance  ; 
that  the  evil  counfellors  about  the  king  were  grie- 
vances ;  and  that,  in  particular,  the  duke  of  Lau- 
derdale  was  a  grievance.  Mean  while  the  ufher 
continued  knocking  at  the  door  ;  the  fpeaker  leap- 
ed from  the  chair  before  the  votes  could  be  collect- 
ed, and  the  houfe  role  in  the  utmoft  confufion. 
The  king,  in  a  very  ihort  fpeech,  reprefented  the 
great  advantages  which  the  enemy  would  reap 
from  the  leait  appearance  of  diflenfion  between 
him  and  his  parliament :  he  declared  he  had  exert- 
ed his  utmoft  care  in  preventing  the  growth  of  po- 
pery ;  and  prorogued  them  to  the  feventh  day  of 
January.  He  deprived  the  earl  of  Shaftfbury  of 
his  office,  and  Sir  Heneage  Finch  was  created 
keeper  of  the  great  feal;  He  removed  all  popifb 
fecufants  from  his  court ;  and  iffued  a  proclama- 
tion for  putting  the  laws  in  execution  againft  pa- 
Bnrnct  £>ifts.  The  princefs  of  Modena  arriving  in  Eng- 
Rapin.'  land  with  her  mother,  her  marriage  with,  the  duke 
Hume!  °f  York  was  confummated  on  the  twenty-firft  day 

of  November. 

A.  c.  1674.      When  the  parliament   re-afiembled,    the  king 
They  pro-    *°ld  them,     that   the  States- general -fought  only 
ceed  againft  to  amufe  him  with  vague  overtures  of , peace  :    that 
b™oTthe  tneir  fok  n°Pe  centered  in  adifunion  between  him 
*aba!.         and  his  parliament ;  that  the  beft  way  of  obtaining 
a  good  peace  was  to  equip'a  good  fleet ;  that  a  good 
fleet  could  not  be  equipped  without  money  ;  and 
that  therefore  he  expected  afpeedyand  proportion- 
able fupply,    granted  with  good-will   and  affec- 
tion.    Charles  had  now  loft  all  credit  with  his  par- 
liament :  they  were  aware  of  his  dangerous  defigns ; 
they  refolved  to  prevent  the  execution  of  thofe  plans 
of  arbitrary  power  which  he  had  projected  >  and  fe- 

riouily 
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rioufly  deliberated  on  the  grievances  of  the  nation.  A.  c.  1674. 

The  lords,  in  an  addrefs,  petitioned  that  all  papifts 

might  be  ordered  to  quit  London  and  Weitmin- 

ibrr,  cluring  the  fefilon  of  parliament ;  and  he  pub- 

llfiicd  a  proclamation  for  that  purpofe.     Next  day 

the  two  houies  joined  in  another  ad.drefs,   defiring 

he  would  ordain  a  day  of  fading  and  humiliation, 

to  implore  the  prcteflion  of  God  againft  the  efforts 

of  popery  ;  and  the  king  complied  with  their  re- 

queit.     The  commons  prefented   a  third  addrefs, 

defiring  that  the  militia  of  London,  Weftminfter, 

and  the  whole  kingdom,  might  be  ready  at  an  hour's 

warning,  to  oppoie  any  infurrections  that  might  be 

excited  by  papiits  or  other  malcontents.    The  king 

allured  them  that  he  would  provide  for  the  iafety 

of  their    lives,    liberties,    and  privileges.     They 

voted,  That  the  kingfhould  be  intreated  to  remove 

the  duke  of  Lauderdale  for  ever  from  his  perfon 

and  council,  as  a  dangerous  and  fufpefted  perfon. 

The  duke  of  Buckingham   underftanding  that  he 

would  be  the  next  vic~tim,  defired  and  obtained  a 

hearing  before  the  houfe.     On  the  firft  day  he  was 

fo  difordered,  that  he  pretended  to  be  taken  ill, 

and  withdrew.  At  his  fecond  appearance,  he  feem- 

ed  more  composed.     He  endeavoured  to  juftify  his 

own  conduct  -,  imputed  all  the  evil  counfels  to  the 

earl  of  Arlington,  and  dropped  fome  fevere  infinu- 

ations  againil   the  king  and  his  brother*.     The 

commons  defired  he  would  anfwer  a  fet  of  queries, 

which  they  prepared,  in  relation  to  fome  arbitrary 

ftcps  of  the  government-,  but  they  were  not  fatisfied 

either  with  his  anfwers  or  defence  i  and  therefore 

he  underwent  the  fate  of  Lauderdale.     Arlington 

was  jikewjfe   heard  in   his  own  juftification,   and 

*  He  faiJ  hi'.nting  was  a  good  di-  ill  fport.  By  this  farcafm  he  loft  the 
vcrfuni  ;  but  if  a  man  would  hunt  with  king's  favour,  which  he  never  perteft- 
»  I>f4ce  of  Icbflcrs  he  wouk  have  but  ly  recovered  in  the  fe<juel. 

H  z  e-xcufed 
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A.  c.  1674.  excufed  himfelf  fo  well,  that,  although  an  im- 
peachment was  prepared  againft  him,  they  dropped 
the  profecution. 

Charles  now  perceiving  that  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  to  maintain  the  war  which  was  fo  difagree- 
able  to  the  parliament,  began  to  liften  to  the 
terms  which  the  States-general  had  propofed  te> 
peace  with  him  in  private  for  a  feparate  peace.  They  wrote  a 
the  Dutch.  fubmjfljve  fetter,  to  be  delivered  by  the  marquis  de 
Frefno,  the  Spanifh  envoy  at  London,  whom  they 
impowered  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  him  in  their 
name,  on  certain  conditions  fpecified  in  his  cre- 
dentials. Charles,  to  make  a  virtue  of  necefiity, 
communicated  thofe  propofals  to  the  two  houfes ; 
and  demanded  the  advice  of  his  parliament.  They 
exhorted  him  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  :  the  con- 
ferences were  begun  with  the  marquis  de  Frefno  ; 
and  in  fifteen  days  the  treaty  was  concluded.  It 
was  a  renewal  of  the  peace  of  Breda,  with  thefe  ad- 
ditions, That  they  mould  compliment  the  Eng- 
lifh  flag  whether  in  large  fleets  or  in  fingle  veflels ; 
and  pay  about  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to 
Charles,  towards  defraying  the  expence  of  his  ar- 
maments. 

The  king  Though  the  parliament  thanked  the  king  for 
tfie'pSa-  this  peace,  which  was  extremely  agreeable  to  the 
n**t-  nation,  they  ftill  continued  to  examine  grievances. 
They  infifted  upon  the  king's  difbanding  his  land 
forces  and  guards  :  they  appointed  a  committee 
to  confidef  the  militia-law  palled  in  the  Scottilh 
parliament,  authorifing  the  army  of  that  kingdom 
to  march  into  any  part  of  the  king's  dominions,  by 
an  order  of  their  council.  Another  committee  was 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  with 
refpect  to  religion,  the  regular  troops,  and  the 
militia.  They  prepared  one  bill  for  explaining  and 
maintaining  the  privilege  of  the  Habeas  corpus ; 

and 
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and  brought  in  another,  obliging  the  members  of  A-0- 1674« 
both  houles  to  take  the  tcft-oath.  Charles  was  not 
a  little  mortified  at  -this  fpirit  of  feverity  ;  but  he 
rendered  thefe  meafures  ineffectual  by  an  imme- 
diate prorogation  ;  and  having  thus  freed  himfelf 
from  all  foreign  and  domeftic  diiputes,  relapfed 
into  a  life  of  indolence,  effeminacy,  and  pleaiure. 

The  king  of  France  exprefled  no  refentment  at  Operations 
his  being  abandoned  in  this  clandeftine  manner  by  £"JJ5! 
his  ally  :  on  the  contrary,  he  frankly  accepted'  the  nent. 
proffered  mediation  of  Charles,  from  which  he  had 
reafon  to  hope  for  favour  and  indulgence,  confi- 
dering  that  he,  at  this  time,  obliged  the  Englifh 
monarch  with  a  yearly  penHon  of  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds.  Belides,  the  fuccefs  of  the  war  had 
not  been  anfwerable  to  the  (anguine  hopes  of 
Lewis  :  and  his  enemies  had  multiplied  into  a 
formidable  alliance.  The  prince  of  Orange  had 
advanced  into  Flanders  with  a  numerous  army  well 
dilciplined,  and  endeavoured  to  bring  the  prince 
of  Conde  to  a  battle  ;  but  he  cautioufly  avoided  an 
engagement,  becaufe  he  was  inferior  in  number, 
till  at  length  the  ftadtholder  expofed  a  wing  of  his 
army  at  Seneffe.  The  French  general  did  not  fail 
to  take  advantage  of  this  overfight;  arid  a  very 
obftinate  action  enfued.  The  prince  of  Orange 
behaved  on  this  occafion  with  equal  courage  and 
prefence  of  mind.  He  rallied  his  troops,  and  led 
them  back  to  the  charge.  He  attacked  the  veteran 
forces  of  France  with  furprifing  fpirit  and  perfeve- 
rance  •,  and  obliged  the  prince  of  Conde  to  exert 
all  the  qualities  of  a  confummate  general.  The 
battle  was  maintained  even-  by  moon-light,  till  at 
laft  the  darknefs  parted  the  combatants.  The 
prince  of  Conde  laid,  the  ftadtholder  had  acted  in 
every  thing  like  an  old  general,  except  in  expofmg 
his  perfon  too  much  like  a  young  foldier.  He 
fhen  undertook  the  fiege  of  Oudenarde ;  but  at 
H  3  the 
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A..C.  1674.  the  enemy's  approach  he  abandoned  the  enterprise, 
by  the  perfualion  of  the  Imperial  and  Spanifh  ge- 
nerals with  whom  he  was  joined  :  but  he  invefted 
and  took  Grave  before  the  end  of  the  campaign. 
The  French  had  reconquered  Franche  Compte  -,  and 
Turenne  was  fnperior  to  the  allies  in  Alface.  He 
defeated  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  and  the  emperor's 
general  Caprara,  at  Zintzheim.  The  Germans  had 
invaded  Alface  to  the  number  of  feventy  thoufand. 
He  attacked  and  routed  a  body  of  them  at  Mul- 
haufen  :  he  drove  the  elector  of  Brandenburgh 
from  Colmar :  he  obtained  a  victory  over  them  at 
Terkheim  ;  and  at  laft,  obliged  them  to  repai's 
the  Rhine  with  damage  and  difgrace. 

s?r  wjium      The  king  of  England,  that  his  propofals  of  me- 
Tempie  fcnt  diation  mighr  have  the  more  weight  with  the  States- 
tTHoiiS,  general,  recalled  Sir  William  Temple  from  his  re- 
to  mediate  a  treat,  and  lent  him  ambafTador  to  Holland,  where 
1>eace''       lie  knew  that  miniiber  was  in  nniverfal  efieem.   He 
found  the  Dutch  very  well  difpofcd  ro  peace  -,  but 
they  could  not  in  gratitude  deiert  their  allies,  who 
infifted  upon  proiecuting  the  war  ;  and  the  prince 
of  Orange  was  by  this  time  inflamed  with  thedefire 
of  military  glory.     During  the  campaign  he  care- 
fully avoided  all  conference  with  the  Knglim  am- 
bafTador;   and  afterwards  told  hiirj,   that  until  a 
greater  impreffion  could  be   made  upon  France, 
they  had  nothing  to  expect  from  a  negotiation  +. 
Duke  of          During  thefe  tranfactions  the  court  of  England 
Bucking-    underwent  fome  alterations.     Sir  Jofeph  William- 
g'aTed! "     fon,  who  had  been  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
Cologne,   was  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  the 
room  of  the  earl  of  Arlington,  who  became  lord 
high  chamberlain,    though  he  afpired  at  the  office 
of  treafurer,  which  the  king  had  bellowed  upon 

•f-  This  year  was  remarkable  for  the  produced  ;  ,in>!  thr  fa:l  of  Clarendon. 

<1eith  of    two   gr:-nt  m*n;    namely^  who  iliad    in   the  eight!)   year  of  his 

Milton,  one  of  th<"  greatrit  pcniu'l-s  cxi.V,  a!  Ucuuji  ia  Normandy. 
for  epic  poetty  that  ever  the  world 

th.<5 
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the  new  earl  of  Danby.  This  conteft  produced  A«c>  »674- 
the  moft  rancorous  animofity  between  thofe  two  Bu 
minifters,  who  mutually  exerted  their  utmoft  en-  Ralph!' 
deavours  for  the  ruin  of  each  other.  The  duke 
of  Buckingham  was  difgraced,  and  loft  the  dignity 
of  chancellor  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  in 
which  he  was  fucceeded  by  the  duke  of  Monmouth, 
who  had  fignalized  his  courage  in  France ;  and  be- 
gan to  be  the  minion  of  the  people.  Lauderdale 
ftill  kept  his  ground,  by  the  moft  afiiduous  appli- 
cation to  the  king's  paflions,  and  the  moft  devoted 
fubferviency  to  all  his  extravagant  defigns.  Never- 
thelefs,  he  was  fo  much  intimidated  by  the  vote 
which  had  parted  againft  him  in  the  houie  of  com- 
mons, that  he  affected  openly  to  renounce  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  cabal.  He  profefled  uncommon  zeal 
for  the  proteftant  religion  ^  appeared  conftantly  at 
church  •,  was  punctual  in  receiving  the  communion  ; 
and  advifed  the  king  to  put  the  laws  rigoroufly  in 
execution  againft  the  catholics. 

All  thefe  arts,  however,  were  incapable  of  ap-  A.C.  i67S. 
peafing  the  refentment  of  the  commons.     After  The  com- 
havins;  prepared  a  bill  at  their  next  meeting,  againft  mons  Pre; 

c  i      i  .-  ^   -r»P  ient  an  ad- 

the  growth  of  popery,  and  the  perions  of  Roman 
prielts,  they  prelented  a  long  addrefs  againft  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale,  whom  they  accufed  of  having 
faid  in  council,  that  the  king's  edicts  ought  to  be 
obeyed  preferable  to  the  laws  of  the  realm ;  and  of 
having  procured  the  militia-act  in  the  parliament 
of  Scotland,  from  which  England  was  continually 
expofed  to  an  invafion,  upon  the  moft  frivolous 
pretence  :  they  therefore  befought  his  majefty  to 
remove  him  from  his  preience  and  councils  for  ever. 
As  Charles  did  not  think  proper  to  comply  with 
their  requeft,  they  refolved  to  deliver  another  pe- 
tition to  the  king,  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Then 
they  feton  foot  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
carl  of  Danby,  whom  they  refolved  to  impeach 
-  H  4  '  for 
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A.  c.  1675.  for  having  been  concerned  in  a  defign  to  render  the 
king  abfolute  •,  'but  finding  the  proofs  inefficient, 
they  dropped  the  acculation.  1  he  next  flep  they 
took,  was  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  defiring  he 
would  recal  the  Englifh  auxiliaries  from  France ; 
and  cake  effectual  methods  to  prevent  his  fubjects 
from  engaging  in  that  fervice  for  the  future.  He 
faid  he  could  not  recal  the  troops  without  running 
the  rifque  of  a  rupture  with  his  allies  ;  but,  he 
would  take  care  they  fhould  not  be  recruited. 
Thetea-  The  commons  proceeded  with  fuch  warmth  in 
bin  brought  thofe  maxims  of  oppofition  to  the  court,  that  many 
ITouVe  of  members  of  the  upper  houfe,  and  eipecially  the 
lords,  bifhops,  began  to  dread  the  revival  of  the  republi- 
can fpirit.  In  order  to  prevent  the  mifchiefs  which 
might  be  kindled  by  fuch  a  flame,  the  earl  of 
Lindfey  brought  into  the  houfe  of  lords  a  teft-bill, 
for  impofing  upon  all  perfons  in  ecclefiaflical,  civil, 
and  military  employments,  as  well  as  upon  privy- 
counfellors,  and  members  of  parliament,  an  oath, 
renouncing  the  lawfulnels  of  refilling  the  king,  or 
thofe  a&mg  under  his  commifiion,  on  any  pretence 
whatfoever  •,  and  declaring  before  God,  that  they 
would  never  attempt  to  alter  the  government  in 
church  or  ftate.  This  bill  met  with  fuch  oppofi- 
tion, that  the  debates  upon  it  continued  feventeen 
days ;  and  then  it  was  carried  by  a  fmall  majority. 
The  earl  of  Briftol,  with  the  popifh  as  well  as  feve- 
ral  proreilant lords,  protefted  againft  it,  and  inferted 
their  proteft  in  the  journal  of  the  houfe. 
Difutebe-  '  It  would  in  all  probability  have  produced  war- 
twenthe  mer  diibutes  and  more  bitter  altercation  among 

two  ho'ifes  .  ,      .  .  ..  P 

on  account  the  commons,  had  not  their  attention  been  divert- 
of^Dr,  shir-  ecj  ky,  a  conteft  Of  another  nature.  One  dodor 
Shirley  having  been  caft  in  a  lawfuit  by  Sir  John 
Fag  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  appeal- 
ed from  chancery  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  who  took 
cognizance  of  the  caufe,  and  fummoned  Sir  John 

i  Fa 
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Fag  as  refpondent.  He  complained  to  the  lower  *• c-  l67** 
houfe,  which  undertook  to.dcfend  him.  They  de- 
clared, that  the  lords  had  no  right  to  receive  an  ap- 
peal from  any  court  of  equity  ;  and  committed 
Shirley  to  prilbn.  The  peers  infifted  upon  their 
jurifdiction,  which  they  had  exercifed  for  a  long 
eourle  of  years.  Recourfe  was  had  to  conferences, 
which  proved  ineffectual.  The  commons  impri- 
fbned  four  lawyers  who  pleaded  in  this  .caule  be- 
fore the  peers,  contrary  to  an  order  of  the  lower 
houie.  The  lords  declared  this  commitment  a 
breach  of  the  Magna  Charta  •,  and  ordered  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower  to  releafe  the  prifoners.  Up-  . 
on  his  refufal,  they  petitioned  his  majefty  to  punifii 
him  for  contempt  of  the  houie.  The  king,  in  a 
fpeech  to  both  houfes,  exhorted  them  to  lay  afide 
their  animofity  •,  and  rinding  his  advice  had  no  ef- 
fect upon  the  commons,  prorogued  the  parliament 
to  the  thirteenth  day  of  October.  The  lower  houfe 
had  voted  a  fupply  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  king  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  rcfolved 
that  the  tonnage  and  poundage  mould  be  applied 
to  the  maintainance  of  the  navy  :  he  was  therefore 
not  a  little  chagrined  to  fee  the  bill  delayed  by  the 
quarrel  between  the  two  houfes. 

In  opening  the  next  fefiion,  he  earneflly  recom-  Compiamt 
mended  unanimity,    the   interefts  of  the  Englifh  JJ^SJ*" 
church,  and  a  fupply  that  mould  be  fufficient  for  Germin 
building  new  mips,  and  clearing  off  the  anticipa-  theJefuir- 
tions  of  his   revenue.     The  commons  abfolutely 
refufed  to  pay  his  debts  ;  but  they  granted  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  expence  of  build- 
ing twenty  mips   of  a  certain  rate  •,  and  appro- 
priated the  tonnage  and  poundage  to  the  fupport 
of  the  navy.     Then  they  began  to  relume  the  fub- 
jedl  of  grievances  with  great  eagernefs  and  acri- 
mony •,  when  their  deliberations  were  interrupted 
by  the  infolence  of  a  French  jefuit  called  father  St. 

Germain. 
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A.  c.  1675.  Germain,  He  entered  the  houfe  of  one  Luzancy^ 
a  convert  to  the  proteftant  religion;  and  by 
threatning  to  afTaflinate  or  tranlport  him  to  France, 
extorted  a  writing,  in  which  he  renounced  his  con- 
verfion.  A  complaint  of  this  violence  was  brought 
before  the  commons  by  Luzancy,  who  declared, 
that  the  jefuit  had  faid  the  king  was  a  catholic  in 
his  heart :  that  the  court  was  endeavouring  to  pro- 
cure liberty  of  confcience :  and  that  in  lefs  than 
two  years  the  majority  of  the  Englifh  people  would 
acknowledge  the  pope's  authority.  Luzancy 
charged  him  with  having  dropped  fome  other  ex- 
preflions  of  the  fame  nature ;  and  added,  there 
was  fuch  a  number  of  priefls  and  papifts  in  London, 
that  a  profelyte  could  not  walk  in  the  ftreets,  with- 
out running  the  rifque  of  his  life.  This  affair  pro- 
duced fuch  a  violent  ferment  among  the  commons, 
that  the  king,  in  order  to  appeafe  them,  iflued  % 
proclamation,  offering  a  reward  of  two  hundred 
pounds  to  any  perfon  that  mould  apprehend  St. 
Germain  -,  but  he  had  already  efcaped  to  the  con- 
tinent. 

of  The  commons  being  more  and  more  convinced 
the  °^ tne  neceflity  for  uniting  the  proteftants  againfl 
ufes.  the  defigns  of  Rome,  refumed  a  bill  they  had 
formerly  propofed  for  the  relief  of  the  prelbyteri- 
ans :  but  they  were  anticipated  by  the  lords.  The 
duke  of  Buckingham  had  made  a  fpeech  againft 
perfecution  ;  and  obtained  a  permifiion  to  bring 
in  a  bill  in  favour  of  proteftant  nonconformifts. 
Even  this  was  ftifled  in  the  birth  by  a  revival  of 
the  quarrel  between  the  two  houfes.  The  difpute 
about  privilege  became  more  violent  than  ever ; 
and  it  was  moved  in  the  upper  houfe,  that  they 
fhould  petition  the  king  to  diflblve  the  parliament. 
This  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  two 
pnly  :  however,  the  king  finding  it  impoOlble  to 
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compromife  the  difference,   prorogued  them  forAtC<l67S' 
fifteen  months. 

Charles  had  paid  fo  little  regard  to  the  interefts  Thek:ng 
of  the  nation  in  his  public  conduct,  and  deviated ["jgreefres 
fo  much  from  the  rules  of  decency  and  decorum  inh°oufa. 
his  private  deportmment  •,  he  had  diffipated  his  re- 
venue with  fuch  fcandalous  profufion-,  and  coun- 
tenanced the  catholics  fo  openly,  againfl  the  fenfe 
of  the  nation,  that  his  government  was  grown  into 
univerfal  contempt  and  abhorrence.  It  was  lam- 
pooned and  libelled  in  public,  and  ridiculed  in 
almoft  every  fociety  in  the  kingdom.  He  fell  par- 
ticularly under  the  lafh  of  the  politicians.  He  was 
fo  exafperated  by  the  liberties  taken  with  his  per- 
fon  and  adminiitration,  thar  he  fupprelTed  all  the 
coffee-houfes,  which  were  the  places  where  thofe 
malcontents  ufed  to  aflemble  ;  and  iflued  a  procla- 
mation, promifmg  a  reward  to  thole  who  mould 
difcover  the  authors  of  libels  and  pamplikts  written 
againft  the  government. 

The  military  events  of  this  year  were  favourable  Death  of 
to  the  allies.  Lewis  took  the  field  in  perfon,  as  fjJJ^ 
volunteer  in  the  army  commanded  by  the  prince  of 
Conde  in  Flanders  :  bat  he  was  fo  narrowly  watch- 
ed by  the  prince  of  Orange,  that  all  his  conquefts 
on  that  fide  were  limited  to  the  reduction  of  Huy 
and  Limbourg.  Montccuculi,  at  the  head  of  the 
Imperial  army,  endeavoured  to  pafs  the  Rhine, 
and  penetrate  into  Lorraine  and  Burgundy :  but 
he  was  prevented  from  executing  that  fcheme  by 
the  vigilance  of  Turenne,  who  ported  himfelf  upon 
the  German  fide  of  the  river.  The  moft  mafterly 
conduct  was  difplayed  by  both  thofe  confummate 
generals  -,  at  length  Turenne  had  reduced  the  ene- 
my to  the  necefiity  of  decamping  in  a  few  days,  at 
a  great  difadvantage ;  but  before  he  could  reap 
the  fruits  of  his  ingenuity,  he  was  flain  by  a  can- 
yon-ball, as  he  rode  about  viewing  the  poilure  of 

the 
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A-c-l675'the  Imperialifts.  The  death  of  this  truly  great 
man  filled  the  French  army  with  inexprefiible  grief 
and  confufion.  The  foldiers  loved  him  as  their 
father,  and  revered  him  as  a  being  of  fuperior 
fpecies  :  they  were  therefore  inconfolable.  Never- 
thelefs,  his  nephew  De  Lorges,  who  fucceeded  to 
the  command,  made  a  judicious  retreat  acrofs  the 
Rhine  :  yet  the  fafety  of  his  army  was  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  the  valour  of  the  Englilh  troops 
that  were  placed  in  the  rear,  and  fought  the  enemy 
with  the  moft  defperate  refolution  f.  The  prince 
of  Conde  leaving  the  command  of  the  forces  in 
Flanders  to  Luxembourg!!,  marched  with  a  rein- 
forcement to  the  army  of  Turenne,  whom  he  fuc- 
ceeded in  the  command.  The  Imperialifts  had  by 
this  time  pafled  the  Rhine,  and  invefted  Hagenau. 
He  compelled  them  to  raife  the  fiege  of  this  place, 
as  well  as  that  of  Saberne.  He  baffled  all  their  en- 
deavours to  bring  him  to  battle.  Though  they 
were  fuperior  to  his  army  in  number,  he  obliged 
them  to  repafs  the  river,  and  take  up  their  winter - 
quarters  in  their  own  country. 

A  detachment  of  their  army  had  undertaken  the 
fiege  of  Triers  ;  and  the  marechal  Crequi  advancing 
with  an  army  to  the  relief  of  the  place,  was  totally 
routed.     He  efcaped   with  four  attendants,   and 
throwing  himfelf  into  the  town,  refolved  to  defend 
jt  to  the  laft  extremity.      The  garrifon,  however, 
made  the  beft  terms  they  could  obtain ;  and  the 
marechal  refufing  to  fign  the  capitulation,  was  fur- 
rendered   as   a   prifoner    to  the  befiegers.     The 
Bum!?'      Swedes,  as  allies  of  France,   invaded  Pomerania, 
Rapin.'       from  whence  they  were  expelled  by  the  elector  of 
Ralph.        Brandenburg,  who  followed  them  into  their  own 

Hume.  ..  -ill-  f 

country,  and  concerted  meafures  with  the  king  of 

f  John  Churchill  afterwards  duke     auxiliaries  in  the  ftation  of  a  private 
of  Mdilborough,  ferved   among  thefe     captain, 
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Denmark  for  improving  the  advantage  he  had  A- c- 1675« 
gained.  Meflina  in  Sicily  having  revolted  from 
Spain,  a  French  fleet  under  the  duke  De  Vivonne 
was  fent  to  fupport  them  in  their  rebellion.  The  DC 
Dutch  ordered  De  Ruyter  to  fail  with  a  fquadron  to 
the  afiiftance  of  their  allies  -,  a  battle  enfued,  and  w 
that  great  officer  was  (lain,  to  the  irreparable  lofs  Ftench- 
of  his  country.  France,  by  the  amazing  efforts  of 
her  minifters,  was  now  become  the  firft  maritime 
power  in  Europe :  yet,  her  luccefs  in  maritime 
affairs  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  inflruc- 
tions  me  received,  and  the  examples  which  fhe 
imitated,  in  her  fuccefnve  alliances  with  Holland 
and  England  -f -. 

All  the  powers  at  war  having  agreed  to  fend  4-c- l6?6- 
plenipotentiaries  toNimcguen,  in  or  acr  to  negoti-  fhr?^s0|f 
ate  a  treaty  of  peace  under  the  mediation  01  Liu  '.!:  ,-c«i- 
Englifh  monarch,    he,   in  July,  lent  thither  lord 'lCUt< 
Berkeley,  Sir  William  Temple,    and  Sir  Leoline 
Jenkins,  in  quality  of  mediating  ambafiadors ;   and 
there  they  found  the  plenipotentiaries  of  France 
and  the  States-general.     Sweden  was  likewife  very 
willing  to  treat ;  but  the  Imperalifts,  Spaniards, 
and  elector  of  Brandenburg,  protraclecf  the  time, 
in  hope  of  gaining  further  advantages  that  would 
induce  the  French  monarch  to  acquiefce  in  more 
equitable  terms  than  they  could  expect  from  him  x 
in  his  prefent  fituation.     In  the   month  of  April, 
the  French  troops  had  taken  Conde  by  afiault ;  and 
the  fortrefs  of  Bouchain  was   reduced  in  fight  of 
the  prince  of  Orange,  who  found  it  impracticable  to 
relieve  the  place.     After  thefe   petty  conquefts, 

•f-    About  this   period  the  duchess  penfTon  of  four  thoufand  Bound's ;  and 

of  Mazarine  having  quarrelled  with  her  h-ufs  became  the  academy  c-ftafte 

her  hufhand,  arrived  in  EnghnH,  where  and  poliienefs,  frequented  by  the  <e!e- 

ihe  had  well    nigh     fupplanted    the  brated  wrus  of  the  age;  and  amon^the 

duchefs  of  Portfmouih   in  the  king's  reft  b»  the  famous  St.  Evremcnd,  who, 

He  indulged  her  wlJi.a  like  herfelf,  was  a  French  refuge* 
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A,  0.1676.  Lewis  returned  to  Verfailles,  leaving  the  command 
of  his  forces  to  Schomberg,  who  took  A  ire,  and 
compelled  the  ponce  of  Orange  to  raife  the  fiege 
of  Maeftricht,  which  he  had  undertaken.  On  the 
upper  Rhine,  the  Imperalifts  became  mailers  of 
Philiplbourg  •,  and  the  Swedes  were  unable  to  re- 
fill the  Danes  and  Brandenburgers  in  Pomerania.  ^ 

congrefsat  The  campaign  being  ended,  the  eyes  of  all 
£ur0pe  were  turned  upon  the  congrefs  at  Nime- 
guen,  where,  at  length,  all  the  plenipoteniaries 
were  afiembled.  Lewis  was  defirous  of  dividing 
the  allies,  and  concluding  a  feparate  peace  with 
Holland ;  and  Charles  the  mediator  aflifted  him 
in  that  defign.  Sir  William  Temple  was  ordered 
to  treat  privately  with  the  States  and  the  prince  of 
Orange  on  this  lubject.  The  States  feemed  willing 
to  embrace  the  propofal ;  but  the  prince  refufed  to 
take  any  flep  by  which  he  might  have  incurred  the 
imputation  of  having  betrayed  thofe  allies  who  had 
fo  generoufly  interpofed  for  the  prefervation  of  his 
country.  Perhaps  this  confideration  was  reinfor- 
ced by  the  dictates  of  ambition  and  revenge.  The 
Spaniards  were  extremely  averfe  to  peace,  on  the 
luppofition  that  Charles  would  foon  open  his  eyes 
to  the  intereft  of  England,  and  declare  againft 
France,  rather  than  fee  Lewis  in  pofleffion  of  the 
Low-countries  :  but  Charles,  in  fome  cafes,  looked 
upon  his  own  injtereil  as  a  circumftance  widely  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  his  people.  He  confidered  the 
bulk  of  the  nation  as  a  let  of  turbulent,  unruly,  re- 
bellious plebeians,  whole  iriiblence  and  obftinacy 
poifoned  all  his  enjoyments :  whereas  he  regarded 
Lewis  as  his  affectionate  kinfman,  his  warm  friend, 
and  generous  benefactor.  The  national  animofity 
agaiuft  France  had  been  very  remarkable  during 
the  whole  war  j  but  now  it  was  inflamed  by  the 
inference  and  rapine  of  the  French  privateers,  who 
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took  the  Englilh  and  Dutch  merchant  Ihips  with-  A-  c.  i677. 
out  diftinction. 

The  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  parliament,  which 
met  in  February,  protefted  he  was  ready  to  grant 
all  the  fecurity  in  his  power  for  the  maintainance  of 
the  proteftant   religion,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people  :  he  recommended   harmony  between  the 
two  houfes,  made  them  acquainted  with  his  necef- 
fities,  and  defired  a  fupply  that  would  enable  him 
to  make  a  confiderable  addition  to  his  navy.     The 
commons  had  no  fooner  quitted  the  houfe  of  lords, 
than  the  duke  of  Buckingham  ftanding  up,  under- 
took to  prove  that  the  parliament  was  diffolved  by 
the  laft  prorogation,  in  confequence  of  a  ftatute 
made  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  importing,  That 
a  parliament  mould  be  held  once  a  year,  or  oftner, 
if  need  be.     He  faid,  that  acts  of  parliament  were 
not  like  women,  the  worfe  for  being  old  :  that 
although  the  words,    "  if  need  be,"  were  fuppref- 
fed  when  the  act  was  renewed,  the  original  ftatute 
had  never  been   repealed  •,  nor  could  the  king  fet 
it  afide  without  violating  Magna  Charta.     He  was 
feconded  by  the  earls  of  Salifbury,  Shaftfbury,  and 
the  lord  Wharton.     Their  arguments   produced 
violent  debates  •,  but,  as  they  tended   towards  an 
abolition  of  all  that  had  been  tranfacted  in  this  par- 
liament, as  well  as  to  fedition  and  anarchy  •,  thofe 
four   noblemen  were   committed  to   the  Tower. 
Buckingham,  Salifbury,  and  Wharton,  after  having  Thedukeof 
been  confined  fome  months,  made  their  fubmif-  Bucidng- 
fions  to   the  king,  who  ordered  them  to  be  rc-^S^oa; 
leafed.     Lord  Shaftfbury  moved,    in   the   king's  bury  and 
bench,  that  he  might  be  difcharged  :  but  the  court 
rerufed  to  rake  cognizance  of  the  matter.     He  re- 
mained  a  whole  year  prifoner,  and  then  made  that  Tc 
fubmifiion  by  which  he  might  have  obtained  his 
liberty,   when    the    other    three  lords  were   dif- 
charged.    The  houfe  of  commons  now  voted  the 

fum 
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A.C.  1677.  fum  of  five  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  to 
his  majefty,  to  defray  the  expence  of  building 
thirty  mips  of  war  :  then  they  prefented  an  addrefs, 
defiring  his  majefty  would  take  effectual  meaiures 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  Spanilh  Netherlands. 
As  the  king's  anfwer  was  general,  they  petitioned 
him  again  upon  the  fame  fubject ;  adding,  that  in 
cale  of  a  war  with  France,  they  would  iupport  him 
with  all  their  power.  He  gave  them  to  under- 
fland,  that  the  bed  method  for  confulting  the 
fafety  of  the  kingdom  would  be  to  enable  him  to 
put  it  in  a  proper  pofture  of  defence.  They  ac- 
cordingly difpatched  the  money  bills,  which  receiv- 
ed the  royal  afTent  •,  and  then  the  parliament  was 
adjourned. 

The  vigour  of  the  commons  had  been  quicken- 
ed by  the  fuccefs  of  the  French  in  Flanders.  In 
March  Lewis  took  Valenciennes:  then  dividing 
his  army,  he  fent  his  brother  the  duke  of  Orleans 
to  befiege  St.  Omer,  while  he  himfelf  inverted 
Cambray.  The  prince  of  Orange  marched  to  the 
relief  of  St.  Omer,  and  was  defeated  by  the  duke 
of  Orleans  and  Luxembourg  at  Montcaffel,  from 
whence  he  retired  to  Ypres.  Both  towns  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  -,  and  all  the  Spanifh 
Netherlands  were  left  expofed.  The  commons 
mifttUbe-dlf"  hac^  exhorted  Charles  to  contract  fuch  alliances  as 
tween  the  would  be  fufficient  to  check  the  ambition  of  the 
French  monarch  ^  and  he  had  demanded  a  fupply 
of  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  When  they  met 
in  May,  they  expected  he  would  impart  to  them 
the  connections  he  had  made  during  the  adjourn- 
ment. He  had  taken  no  fuch  meafure  -,  but  fent  a 
meflage  to  the  houfe  by  fecretary  Coventry,  defiring 
they  would  difpatch  the  money-bills,  as  he  intend- 
ed in  a  little  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  feffion. 
Though  they  were  well  enough  difpofed  to  grant 
the  money,  they  infifted  upon  having  fome  cer- 
tainty 
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tainty  of  its  being  applied  to  the  proper  purpofes  -,  A- c- l6?7< 
and  Charles  refilled  to  engage  in  any  alliances,  until 
he  mould  be  in  pofiefllon  of  the  lupply.  He  ex- 
preiFcd  an  apprehenfion  that  they  intended  to  in- 
volve him  in  a  war  with  France  >  and  then  leave 
him  in  the  midft  of  his  difficulties,  unlefs  he  mould 
purchafe  their  affiftance  by  fome  conceffions  to  the 
prejwdice  of  the  crown.  Perhaps  their  mutual 
diftruft  was  not  altogether  without  foundation.  In 
a  fpeech  to  them  at  Whitehall,  he  aflured  them, 
upon  the  word  of  a  king,  that  they  mould  have  no- 
cauie  to  repent  the  confidence  they  might  repoie 
in  him,  with  refpect  to  the  fteps  necefTary  for  the 
fafety  of  the  kingdom.  He  at  the  fame  time  de- 
clared he  would  not  hazard  their  fafety  and  his  own, 
until  he  mould  find  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  defend 
his  people  and  attack  their  enemies  ;  and  he  told 
them  it  would  be  their  own  fault  if  proper  pro- 
vifion  mould  not  be  made  for  their  defence. 

The  oppofition  in  the  lower  houfe  was  now  be«  _. 

r    i    r  »  i-t  The  Comw 

come  too.  powerful  for  the  court-party,  which  con-  moj)S  ex- 
fifted  chiefly  of  needy  cavaliers,  and  men  of  defpe-  ^  ^™JJj 
rate  fortunes,  who  received  penfions  from  the  go-  alliance witu 
vernment,    and  devoted    themfelves  to  the  mod  ^J^. 
arbitrary  meafures  of  the  crown.     This  infamous  p^-r  of 
practice  of  corruption  was  introduced  by  Clifford :  FraDce* 
but  the  intereft  of  the  miniftry  had  been  weakened 
by  the  difgrace  of  Buckingham,  and  the  defection 
of  Shaftfbury.     Many  members  were  irritated  into 
Oppofition,  by  difappointments  in  their  expecta- 
tions from  the  court  •,  and  others  by  the  pernicious 
conducl  of  the  admin iftration.     After  very  warm 
debates  upon  the  king's  fpe'ech,  the  country-  party 
prevailed,  and   an  addrefs   was   prefented   to  the 
king,  importing,  That  it  was  not  the  cuftom  of 
parliament  to  grant  money  for  the  fapport  of  alli- 
ances,    before   the   nature  of  them  was    known. 
They  intreated  him  to  conclude  a  league  ofFenfive 
N°  73.  I  and 
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A.  c.  1677.  and  defenfive  with  the  States-general  of  the  United 
Provinces  ;  to  curb  the  growing  power  of  France, 
and  preferve  the  Spanifh  Netherlands  j  and  they 
explained  their  reafons  for  thinking  that  a  war  with 
France  was  abfolutely  necefiary.  Charles,  in  his 
anfwer,  complained  that  they  had  violated  his  pre- 
rogative, by  infifting  upon  his  engaging  in  alliance 
wiih  any  power  whatfoever.  He  faid  the  power  of 
making  peace  and  war  was  a  right  inherent  in  the 
crown,  from  which  he  would  never  recede  •,  and 
then  he  ordered  them  to  adjourn  to  the  tenth  day 
of  July. 

bftTeeTthe  The  c^  of  DanDV>  ty  tne  fuggeftions  of  Sir 
pnnce  of  William  Temple,  who  had  been  recalled  to  Eng- 
S^Siccfs  knd,  proposed  a  match  between  the  prince  of 
Mar^  Orange  and  the  princefs  Mary,  eldeft  daughter  to 


York.  been  educated  in  the  proteftant  religion,  by  the 
king's  exprefs  command  •,  and  the  prince  of  Orange 
feemed  to  relifh  the  profpect  of  luch  a  marriage. 
The  king  at  firit  was  neutral,  or  rather  feemed 
averfe  to  this  alliance,  which  he  knew  muft  be  ex- 
tremely difagreeable  to  his  brother  :  but  when 
Danby  repreiented  that  this  marriage  would  in  all 
probability  bring  over  the  prince  of  Orange  entirely 
to  his  views,  he  began  to  fee  it  in  a  different  light, 
and  permitted  his  nephew  to  vifit  England,  after 
the  campaign  fhould  be  finimed.  He  accordingly 
arrived  in  England  in  the  month  of  October,  and 
repaired  to  the  court,  which  was  then  at  New- 
market. He  was  extremely  well  pleafed  with  the 
character  and  perfon  of  Mary,  who  poflefTed  many 
amiable  qualities  •,  and  made  a  formal  demand  of 
her  in  marriage.  The  duke  treated  him  coldly, 
but  declared  his  fubmiilion  to  the  commands  of 
the  king,  which  indeed  he  always  fcrupuloufly 
obeyed  ;  and  Charles  confented  to  the  match,  on 
condition  that  he  and  the  prince  fhould  firil  agree 

upon 
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lipon  the~plan  of  apacification.     The  prince  refufed  A« c<  l6?7. 

to  treat  of  a  peace,   until  the  marriage  Ihould  be 

eonfummated.     He  faid,  he  would  not  give  his 

allies  reafon  to  believe  that  he  had  purchafed  a  wife 

at  their  expence  ^  nor  was  he  of  a  humour  to  barter 

his  honour  for  any  woman  upon  earth.     He  faid 

to  Temple,   that  he  heartily  repented  of  his  com- 

ming  to  England  :  he  defired  him  to  tell  the  king, 

that  he  was  determined  to  depart  in  two  days  ;  and 

that  he  left  it  in  his  majefty's  choice,  whether  they 

ihould  live  for  the  future  as  the  beft  friends,  or  the 

grcatell  enemies.     The  king  was  intimidated  by 

the  reiblute  deportment  of  his  nephew.     He  knew 

he  was  extremely  popular   in  England ;  and  that 

he  had  maintained  a  correfpondence  during  the  laft 

war  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Englim  malcontents. 

Temple  and  Danby  did  not  fail  to  reprefent  and 

exaggerate  the  pernicious  confequences  of  a  rupture 

with  the  prince  of  Orange  ;  and  Charles  agreed  to 

the  prince's  own  terms.     The  portion  of  the  prin- 

cefs  was  fixed  at  forty  thoufand  pounds  :   the  mar-  ' 

riage- articles  were  executed :    the  king  declared 

the  match  in  council  :  the  city  of  London  received 

the  news  with  extraordinary  demonftrations  of  joy 

and  approbation  :  the  mayor  regaled   the  whole 

court  with  great  magnificence :  and  the  nuptials 

were  celebrated  on  the  fourth  day  of  November. 

This  affair  being  happily  concluded  to  the  gene-  Charles  and 
ral  fatisfadion  of  the  nation,  the  king  and  prince  ^^v^n 
entered  into  conferences  for  a  plan  of  pacification,  apianofpa- 
at  which  the  duke  of  York,  the  earl  of  Danby,  and c;fication- 
Sir  William  Temple  aflifted.     After  fome  difpute 
they  agreed,  That  Lewis  mould  reftore  all  he  had 
wrefted  from  the  emperor  and  the  duke  of  Lorraine: 
That  there  mould  be  a  reciprocal  reftitution  be- 
t%veen  France   and  Holland ;     and,  That   Spain 
ftiould   be  re-eftablim?d    in   pofl'efllon   of  Aeth, 
Oudenarde,  Charleory,  Courtray,  Tournay,  Conde, 
I  2  Valenciennes, 
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A.  C.  .677.  Valenciennes,  Saint-Guillain,  and  Binch.  The 
prince  promifed  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  in 
perfuading  the  States-general  to  accept  ofthefe 
conditions,  and  Charles  undertook  to  recontmenct 
them  to  the  French  monarch.  He  declared  he 
would  never  depart  from  this  plan,  but  declare 
war  againft  the  French  king,  ihould  he  prove  re- 
fractory •,  and,  with  this  aiTurance,  the  prince  re- 
turned with  his  bride  to  Holland.  Mr.  DeDuras, 
afterwards  earl  of  Feverfham,  was  fent  as  ambafTa- 
dor  to  France,  with  intimation  of  this  agreement ; 
which,  tho'  it  muft  have  been  extremely  difagree- 
able  to  Lewis,  he  received  without  any  emotion  of 
refehtment.  He  faid,  the  king  of  England  knew 
he  might  always  command  a  peace  -,  but  he  thought 
it  was  hard  to  part  with  Tome  of  thofe  towns  in 
Flanders,  upon  the  fortifications  of  which  he  had 
expended  considerable  fums  of  money :  he  hoped 
his  brother  would  not  break  with  him  for  a  few 
towns  •,  but  even  with  regard  to  thefe,  he  would 
fend  inftructions  to  Barillon,  his  ambaflador  at 
London. 

Afiingiori-       The  French  king  knew  he  was  matter  of  one 
trwtV'be-6  argument  which  would  always  have  weight  with 
ty-een        fuch  a  neceffitous  and  prodigal  prince  as  Charles. 
A^Frendf  'Barillon  received  orders  to  vgive  up  all  the  towns 
iting.         except  Tournay,  and  even  promiic  an  equivalent 
for  that,  rather  than  break  off  the  treaty  :  but  that 
minifter  cajoled  the  king  in   fuch  a  manner,  that 
his  agreement  with  the  prince  of  Orange  was  foori 
forgotten,  and  a  negotiation  of  a  very  different  na- 
ture begun.     This  was  no  other  than  a  ftipulation 
of  conditions,  in  confideratiori  of  which  the  king  of" 
England  ihould  forebear  from  declaring  in  favour 
of  the  allies,  notwithstanding  the  importunities  o£ 
his  parliament.     The  treaty  was   carried  on   by 
Montague,  the  Englifti  ambafTador  at  Paris,  who 
demanded  two  hundred  thou&nd  pounds  a  year, 

while 
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while  the  war  mould  continue  ;  but  Courtin,  who  A  c- 16?7. 
refided  in  London,  prevailed  upon  Charles  to  reft 
contented  with  two  millions  of  livres.     Montague  Tcm?v. 
afterwards  received  inilructions  from   Danby,  to  Burnet- 
infift  upon  the  king's  receiving  from  Lewis  fix  Hume! 
hundred  thoufand   livres  annually  for  three  years,, 
after  the  peace  fhould  be  ratified  •,  on  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  he  could  expect  no  fupplies  from  parlia- 
ment for  that  period. 

Charles  had  prolonged  the  adjournment,  until 
he  mould  have  concluded  a  new  league  with  Hol- 
land, which  was  figned  in  January.  Though  this 
was  only  adefenfive  alliance,  to  prevent  the  French 
king  from  extending  his  conquefts  in  the  Low- 
Countries,  the  king  thought  it  would  dazzle  the 
eyes  of  his  parliament  fo  as  to  produce  wonderful 
effects  in  his  favour.  When  they  afiembled  in 

(January,  he  told  them  he  had  concluded  an  alliance 
with  Holland,  which  could  not  fail  of  preferving 
Flanders,  unlefs  the  commons  mould  refufe  the 
necefiary  fupplies.  He  laid,  that  finding  his  en- 
deavours after  peace  ineffectual,  he  had  recalled 
his  troops  from  France  :  that  in  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs,  the  nation  could  not  be  without 
ninety  mips  of  the  line  in  commifiion,  and  an  army 
of  thirty  thoufand  men :  that  they  might  take  what 
precautions  they  mould  judge  proper  for  appro- 
priating the  fupplies  to  the  purpofes  of  the  war. 
He  communicated  the  marriage  of  his  niece  with 
the  prince  of  Orange  :  he  demanded  an  aid  pro- 
portionable to  the  neceflities  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  important  defigns  he  had  projected  for  the 
honour  and  advantage  of  his  people.  The  com-  oifputw 
mons,  inftead  of  fignifying  their  approbation  of  between  the 

»his  conduct,  and  their  readinefs  to  acquiefce  in  his  p^a'ment. 
propofals,  petitioned,  in  an  addrefs,  That  he  woukl 
not  engage  in  any  treaty  with  France,   until  me 
ihguld  be  reduced  to  the  fame  condition  in  which 
I  3  me 
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A.C.  1677.  fhe  was  at  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees :  and  they 
gave  him  to  underftand,  that  whenever  he  mould 
be  pleafed  to  communicate  the  nature  of  his  alli- 
ances to  his  faithful  commons,  they  would  enable 
him  to  profecute  the  war,  or  procure  an  honour- 
able peace.  He  complained  of  this-addrefs  as  an 
invafion  of1  his  prerogative.  He  told  them  they 
were  miftaken  if  they  thought  he  would  give  up 
his  undoubted  right  of  making  peace  and  war  -, 
but  that  if  once  he  fhould  be  enabled  by  their 
means  to  undertake  a  war,  it  mould  not  be  finimed 
until  he  mould  have  procured  a  folid  peace  for  all 
the  powers  of  Chriftendom :  in  the  mean  time,  he 
obferved  that  new  alliances  could  not  be  contracted 
without  the  neceflary  fupplies,  which  he  therefore 
recommended  to  their  attention. 

T^e  king  During  thefe  difputes  between  the  king  and 
£je*revij!!~  parliament,  the  king  of  France,  taking  the  field 
rations  early  in  the  fpring,  reduced  Ghent  and  Ypres,  and 
!?T«e  t^ien  diftributed  his  troops  in  quarters  of  refrefh- 
ment.  This  progrefs  alarmed  the  Dutch  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  they  refolved  to  conclude  a  feparate 
peace.  Lewis,  knowing  his  own  advantage,  ancl 
that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, talked  in  the  ft  rain  of  a  conqueror,  and  in- 
fifted  upon  terms  very  different  from  thofe  which 
had  been  planned  by  Charles  and  the  prince  of 
Orange.  In  April  the  chancellor  told  the  two 
houfes,  in  the  king's  name,  that  the  Dutch  certain- 
ly intended  to  conclude  a  feparate  peace  with 
France ;  and  his  majefty  demanded  their  advice  on 
that  fubjedt.  The  commons  exhorted  him  to  de- 
clare war  againil  France  :  then  they  voted  the  alli- 
ance with  Holland  not  anfwerable  to  their  addrels, 
ncr  fufEcient  for  the  fecurity  of  the  kingdom.  Charles 
exprefied  his  diffatisfaflion  at  this  vote,  notwich- 
ilanding  which  they  prefen ted  another  addrefs,  de- 
firiag  to  know  the  refolutions  he  had  taken  in  con- 

fequence 
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fequence  of  their  advice  •,  that  he  would  pay  more  A  c- l677« 
attention  to  their  addrefles ;  and  that  he  would  re- 
move the  duke  of  Lauderdale  from  his  councils. 
The  king  replied,  That  he  was  furpriied  at  the 
extravagance  of  their  addrefs,  to  which  he  would 
not  at  prefent  make  the  anfwer  it  deferved.  As  they 
had  already  pafled  a  poll-tax  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year,  he  began  to  make  levies,  which  were  carried 
on  with  fuch  furprifing  diligence  and  fuccefs,  that 
in  fix  weeks  his  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men  was 
completed.  The  duke  of  Monmouth  was  fent 
over  with  three  thoufand  to  garrifon  Oftend,  a  fleet 
was  equipped,  and  the  court  breathed  nothing  but 
defiance  againft  the  French  monarch. 

The  States-general,  apprifed  of  thefe  prepara-  H;$  fecret 
tions,  difpatched  Van  Lewin  as  their  ambafiador  to  "££"££ 
London,  with  inftrucTions  to  declare,  That  if  the 
king  of  England  would  immediately  denounce  war 
againft  France,  they  would  break  off  their  negoti- 
ation with  Lewis,  and  aft  vigoroufly  in  conjunc- 
tion with  their  allies.  Charles,  finding  himfelf 
obliged  to  give  a  categorical  anfwer,  told  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple,  who  brought  the  propofal  from  the 
Dutch  ambafiador,  that,  ieeing  the  Hates  were  con- 
tented to  accept  of  the  conditions  which  France  had 
prefcribed,  and  Lewis  had  offered  to  purchafe  with 
a  fum  of  money  his  confent  to  that  which  he  could 
not  prevent,  he  faw  no  reafon  for  rejecting  the  gra- 
tuity. He  therefore  ordered  Temple  to  treat  with 
•JBarilion,  the  French  ambafiador  •,  but  Sir  William 
refufed  to  be  concerned  in  fuch-  a  fcandalous  nego- 
tiation. He  found  others,  however,  who  undertook 
the  office.  The  bargain  was  ftruck  for  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  ;  but  Barillon  afterwards 
gave  him  to  underftand  that  his  matter  would  not 
pay  the  money  unlefs  he  would  engage,  by  a  fecret 
article,  that  he  would  never  maintain  an  army  that 
ihould  exceed  eight  thoufand  men,  reckoning  the 
14  *>  whole 
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A.  c.  1677.  whole  force  in  his  three  kingdoms.  When  this 
demand  was  fignified  to  Charles,  "  Cod's  fifh  (laid 
"  he)  does  my  brother  of  France  think  to  ferve  me 
"  thus  ?  Are  all  his  promifes  to  make  me  abfolute 
"  matter  of  my  people  come  to  this  ?  Or  does  he 
"  think  it  a  thing  to  be  done  with  eight  thoufand 
"  men  r"  This  exclamation  plainly  proves,  that 
Charles  had  entertained  fuch  a  defign  •,  though  the 
preparations  in  which  he  was  now  employed  leem 
to  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  raife  the  price  of" 
his  neutrality  with  the  French  monarch.  At  this 
juncture  he  certainly  held  the  balance  of  power  in 
Eorope :  but  he  had  neither  ambition  to  act  as 
umpire  among  the  princes  of  Christendom,  nor  re- 
folution  to  profecute  any  plan  of  importance;  and, 
with  refpect  to  the  interefts  of  his  country,  he  was 
abfolutely  indifferent.  He  never  exerted  himfelf 
but  in  tranfient  efforts,  as  he  chanced  to  be  ftimu- 
lated  by  the  clamours  of  his  parliament,  the  impor- 
tunity of  his  wants,  or  the  inceffa.nt  mitigation  of 
thofe  who  enjoyed  his  confidence. 

moc  C°Tf-  a  When  the  two  houfes  met  in  May,  in  vain  he  had 
™\{«w*  recourfe  to  promifes  and  intreaties.  The  commons 
banding  the  refo}ved,  that  mould  his  majefty  think  proper  to 
declare  war  againft  France,  they  would  enable  him 
to  maintain  it :  otherwife  they  would  concert  mea- 
fures  for  difbanding  the  army.  The  king  alledged, 
that  Lewis  had  offered  a  truce  till  the  twenty- 
feventh  day  of  July  ~}  and  until  that  term  mould  be 
expired,  it  would  be  improper  to  difband  the 
forces.  Notwithstanding  this  declaration,  they 
voted  that  the  troops  levied  fince  the  month  of 
September  mould  be  difrniiTed,  On  the  eighteenth 
day  of  June,  Charks  told  the  two  haules,  in  a  fpeech, 
that  the  peace  between  France,  Spain,  and  Hol- 
land, was  almoft  as  good  as  concluded :  he  faid, 
the  Spaniards  had  pofitively  declared  they  were  not 
able  to  bear  the  expence  of  maintaining  garrifons 

in. 
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in  Flanders,  whidi  muft  be  left  expofed,  unlefs  A*c- l6"?- 
England  would  undertake  tofupport  the  fortificati- 
ons :  he  therefore  obferved,  it  would  be  necefTary 
to  keep  a  good  fleet  at  fea;  and,  in  particular,  to 
provide  for  the  fafety  of  Oftend,  where  otherwife 
the  French  might  maintain  a  fleet  of  forty  fhips 
of  war,  exactly  oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames.  If  they  defired  he  mould  live  in  ftrid 
union  with  his  parliament,  they  would  make  an 
addition  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  his 
revenue,  in  which  cafe  they  might  bring  in  a  bill 
for  appropriating  fifty  thoufand  yearly  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  fleet  and  artillery  :  then  he  would  be 
always  ready  to  pals  whatever  acts  fhould  be  pro- 
poled  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  Finally,  he 
defired  they  would  remember  that  he  had  engaged 
to  pay  forty  thoufand  pounds  for  the  portion  of  the 
princefs  Mary  :  that  the  firft  moiety  was  already 
clue,  and  demanded  by  the  prince  of  Orange.  This 
fpeech  had  no  other  effect  but  that  of  irritating  the 
commons,  who  abfolutely  rejected  the  propofal 
touching  the  augmentation  of  the  revenue.  They 
likewife  finimed  the  bill  for  difbanding  the  army ; 
granting,  however,  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
for  the  payment  of  it.  The  king  having  paffed  it, 
together  with  another  for  an  additional  tax  upon 
wine  for  three  years  •,  and  a  third,  decreeing  that 
the  dead  mould  be  buried  in  flannel,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  woollen  manufacture,  the  parliament  was 
prorogued. 

Mean  while  the  States-general  negotiated  a  peace  Newtr«ty 
with  France  for  themfelves  and  Spain  ;  and  Lewis  £,l7""n»nd 
having  agreed  to  reftore  Ghent,  Aeth,  Charleroy,  theDutch. 
Oudenarde,  Courtray,  and  Limbourg,  to  his  molt 
catholic  majefty  ;  the  Dutch  ambafladors  received 
orders  to  fign  the  treaty  :  but  when   the  Spanifh 
ambafiador  demanded  of  the  French  plenipotenti- 
aries at  what  time  thole  towns  mould  be  reftored, 

they 
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A.  0.1677.  they  were  giver.  ko  underftand  that  the  French  king 
would  detain  the m  until  the  allies  fhould  have 
made  reftitution  of  the  places  they  had  wreftedfrorft 
the  crown  of  Sweden.  This  declaration  retarded 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty.  Charles  was  fo  in- 
cenfed  at  this  conduct  of  Lewis,  that  he  forthwith 
fent  Sir  William  Temple  to  the  Hague,  with 
full  power  to  figr.  a  mutual  league  with  the  Hates, 
by  which  the  contracting  powers  obliged  them- 
ielves  to  compel  France  by  force  of  arms  to  reftore 
the  fix  towns  in  Flanders.  This  treaty  was  con- 
cluded in  a  few  days,  to  the  general  fatisfaction  of 
all  thofe  ftatesthat  dreaded  the  power  and  ambition 
of  the  French  monarch. 

Peace  of  This  was  a  vigorous  meafure,  which  the  king  of 
Nimegucn.  England  had  not  fteadinefs  enough  to  tupport.  He 
fent  Du  Cros,  the  Swedifh  agent  at  London,  with 
an  order  to  Temple,  commanding  him  to  repair 
forthwith  to  Nimeguen,  and  tell  the  Swedilh  pleni- 
potentiaries, in  his  name,  that  if  they  would  con- 
tent to  the  immediate  evacuation  of  the  fix  places 
in  Flanders,  he  would,  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace,  employ  all  his  intereftin  procuring  the  refti- 
tution  of  the  towns  which  their  mailer  had  loft 
during  the  war.  Du  Cros  no  fooner  arrived  in 
Holland,  then  he  vifitedthe  deputies  of  the  ftates 
apart;  and  not  only  made  them  acquainted  with 
the  order  he  had  received  for  Sir  William  Temple; 
but  allured  them,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  kings 
of  France  and  England  had  already  agreed  \ipon 
a  plan  of  a  pacification,  from  which  Charles  would 
never  deviate,  notwithstanding  his  lalt  treaty  with 
the  States-general.  Neverthelefs  the  Dutch  pleni- 
potentiaries at  Nimeguen  refolutely  refufed  to  fign 
the  peace,  unlefs  the  French  king  would  engage  to 
make  immediate  reftitution  of  the  fix  towns  ;  and 
the  JFYench  ambaffadors  feemed  inflexible  till  the 
'  very  laft  day  of  the  congrefs,  which  was  the  firft  of 

Auguft, 
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Auguft,  when  all  of  a  fudden  they  defifted  from  AtC'l677. 
their  pretenfions,  and  the  treaty  was  figned.  This 
was  loon  followed  by  an  accommodation  between 
France  and  Spain  j  and,  in  a  few  months,  all  the 
confederates  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  pacification, 
except  the  duke  of  Lorraine,  who  was  not  reftored 
to  his  dominions. 

The   duke   of  Luxembourg"  had   formed   the  Battle  of 
blockade  of  Mons,  and  Lewis  endeavoured  to  pro- St  Denjfl« 
tract  the  treaty,  until  that  place  fhould  be  reduced. 
Even  after  the  treaty  was  figned,   the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  had  not  yet  received  a  formal  intima- 
tion of  it  from  the  ftates,  marched  up  to  the  duke 
of  Luxembourg,  who  refted  fecure  on  the  faith  of 
the  treaty,  and   attacked  him  with  great  fury  at 
St.  Denys,  where  the  French  fuftained  fome  da- 
mage.    This  action  was  the  effect  either  of  am- 
bition or  of  revenge  •,  for  the  prince  certainly  knew 
that  the  peace  was  figned  at  Nimeguen. 

For  a  courfe  of  twelve  years,  Lauderdale  hadstit.etf 
jgoverned  Scotland  with  the  moft  cruel  and  perfi- 
dious  defpotifm  •,  except  during  a  fmall  intermif- 
fion  while  the  government  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
earl  of  Tweddale  and  Sir  Robert  Murray,  men  of 
moderate  principles  and  difcretion.  Epifcopacy 
had  been  fettled  in  that  kingdom  j  but  was  fo  con- 
trary to  the  genius  of  the  people,  that  conventicles 
multiplied  ev^-y  day.  The  eftablifhed  clergy  were 
infulted  •,  and  the  covenanters  became  extremely 
iniblent  and  troublefqme,  not  contented  with  the 
indulgence  and  toleration  they  enjoyed  by  the  con- 
nivance of  the  government.  The  two  acts  pro- 
cured in  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  relating  to 
the  king's  fiipremacy  and  the  militia,  rendered 
Lauderdale  as  abfolute  as  any  eaftern  emperor.  He 
pa(Ted  other  laws  againft  nonconformifts^  by  virtue 
of  which  he  fined,  imprifoned,  and  banifhed  the 
{"object :  fo  that  his  adminiftration  was  a  moft  cruel 
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A.  c.  1677.  and  perfidious  inquifition,  promoted  by  Sharpe, 
archbifliop  of  St.  Andrews.  His  conduct  in  civil 
affairs  was  equally  unjuft  and  oppreliive-  :  he  laid 
reftridtions  upon  trade;  impofed  heavy  duties,  and 
granted  monopolies  to  his  own  creatures.  A  party 
was  formed  againft  him  by  the  duke  of  Hamilton, 
the  earl  of  Tweddale,,  and  forne  other  noblemen, 
•  who  reprefemed  his  iniquity  to  the  king.  They 
were  gracioufiy  received  •,  but  Lauderdale  ftill  con- 
tinued in  authority.  He  now  gave  a  loofe  to  the 
moft  furious  revenge.  He  influenced  the  privy- 
council  of  that  kingdom  to  convert  the  houies  of 
thofe  who  had  complained  of  his  adminiitration  in- 
to garrifons  for  iuppreffing  conventicles  •,  and  the 
foldiers  were  encouraged  to  plunder  and  deftroy 
the  effects  of  thofe  whom  they  had  difpofiefied. 
The  lawyers  of  Edinburgh  having  afterted,  that 
appeals  to  parliament  were  legal,  the  king's  order 
was  obtained  for  baniming  them  twelve  miles  from 
that  city  :  and  the  courie  of  juftice  was  flopped  for 
a  whole  year.  Twelve  pf  the  chief  magiftrates 
were  declared  incapable  of  public  office,  for  no 
other  crime  than  that  of  refufing  the  moft  fervile 
compliance  with  the  orders  ot  Lauderdale.  Indi- 
viduals were  imprifoned  in  the  mod  arbitrary  man- 
ner, and  all  employments  let  to  fale.  Bonds  were 
impofed  upon  the  landholders  of  the  weftern  mires 
in  which  prefbyterianifm  chiefly  prevailed,  oblig- 
ing them  to  be  anfwerable  in  the  affair  of  conven- 
ticles, for  their  fervants,  tenants,  and  dependents. 
Becaufe  they  refufed  to  fign  thefe  iniquitous  obli- 
gations, the  country  was  deemed  to  be  in  a  ftate 
of  rebellion.  Eight  thoufand  Highlanders,  in  con- 
fcquenceof  an  order  of  council,  were  affembled  by 
fame  of  the  chieftains ;  and  thefe  being  joined  by 
the  guards,  marched  into  the  Weft,  where  they 
lived  at  difcretion  for  two  months,  during  which 
i  they  committed  every  fpecies  of  cruelty,  rapine, 

and 
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ftnd  outrage.  A  great  number  of  preachers  and  A-G-  l677v 
their  hearers  were  "  intercommuned ;"  a  ftep  taken 
in  that  country  previous  to  outlawry  -t  and,  that 
the  cry  of  the  opprefled  people  might  not  reach 
the  throne,  all  noblemen  and  landholders  were  for- 
bid, under  leVere  penalties,  to  quit  the  kingdom* 
Notwirhflanding  this  injunction  by  act  of  council, 
the  duke  of  Hamilton,  the  earls  of  Cafiels  and 
Tweddale  repaired  to  London,  and  laid  the  mifer- 
able  ftate  of  their  country  before  Charles,  who  if- 
fued  orders  for  difcontinuing  the  bonds  and  writs 
of  intercommuning  ;  but  exprefled  no  indignation 
againft  Lauderdale,  who  had  abuled  his  authority. 
In  the  abfence  of  thefe  noblemen,  the  duke  was 
allowed  to  fummon  a  convention  of  the  flates;- 
which,  in  their  addrefies  to  the  king,  exprefied 
their  entire  fatisfaction  with  Lauderdale's  admini-  ?g™J[^ 
ftration  :  a  lure  mark  of  the  abject  flavery  to  which  Rapin. 
that  wretched  people  were  reduced. 

At  this  period,  the  attention  of  the  Englifli  na-  intimation 
don  was  engrofled  by  a  very  remarkable  inftance  ^^**°JjJj 
villainy  and  impofture,  that  railed  an  univerfal  fer-  the  king1* 
ment  among  the  people,  and  operated  in  defiance  Lfe> 
of  common   fenfe   and  demonftration.      On   the 
twelfth  day  of  Auguft,  one  Kirby  a  chyrnift,  ap- 
proaching the  king  in  St.  James's  Park,  "  Sir  (laid 
"  he)  keep  within  the  company :    your   enemies 
"  have  a  defign  upon  your  life."     Being  queftion- 
ed  farther  in  confequence  of  this  itrange  intima- 
tion, he  offered  to  produce  one  doctor  1'ongue,  a 
weak,  credulous  clergyman,  who  had  told  him,  that 
two  peribns,    named  Grove  and  Pickering,    were 
engaged  to  murder  the  king ;  and  that  Sir  George 
Wakeman,  the  queen's  phylician,  had  undertaken 
to  take  away  his  majefty's  life  by  poifon,  fliould 
the  attempts  of  thole  airafllns  mifcarry.     Tongue 
was  introduced  to  the  king,  with  a  bundle  of  pa- 
pers, relating  to  this  pretended  conipiracy,   and  re- 
ferred 
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A,  0.1677.  ferred  to  the  lord  treafurer  Dan  by.  He  faid  the 
papers  were  thruft  under  his  door  •,  and  afterwards 
declared  he  knew  the  author  of  them,  who  defired 
his  name  might  be  concealed,  as  he  dreaded  the 
refentmentof  thejefuits.  The  information  he  gave 
was  fo  vague  and  improbable,  that  Charles  con- 
eluded  the  whole  was  a  fiction.  A  pacquet  of  let- 
ters, directed  to  Bedingfield,  confeffor  to  the  duke 
of  York,  no  fooner  came  to  hand,  than  he  delivered 
them  to  his  royal  highnefs,  as  papers  of  dangerous 
import,  which  he  did  not  underftand  ;  but  they 
feemed  calculated  to  involve  him  in  trouble,  and 
were  manifeftly  forged*  as  he  'knew  the  hand- 
writing of  the  perfons  in  whofe  names  they  wer£ 
fubfcribed.  The  king  had  been  previously  inform- 
ed of  this  pacquet  by  Tongue,  who  declared  it  was 
fent  by  the  jefuits  who  had  confpired  againft  his 
life.  When  he  thererefore  compared  this  intima- 
tion with  the  behaviour  of  Bedingfield,  and  the 
contents  of  the  letters,  he  was  more  and  more 
perluaded  that  the  whole  plot  was  an  impof- 
ture,  and  defired  that  it  might  be  concealed  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  public,  left  it  mould  pro- 
duce a  new  flame  among  the  people.  The  duke, 
however,  was  fo  felicitous  to  acquit  the  jefuits, 
and  efpecially  his  own  confeffor,  of  all  imputation, 
that  he  infifted  upon  a  minute  inquiry  before  the 
council. 

information  Then  Titus  Gates,  the  fountain  of  all  this  Intel - 
ligence,  made  his  appearance.  He  was  an  aban- 
doned mifcreant,  obfcure,  illiterate,  and  indigent. 
He  had  been  once  indicted  for  perjury,  afterwards 
chaplain  of  a  king's  fhip,  and  difmirTed  for  unna- 
tural practices.  Then  he  profefied  himfelf  a  Ro- 
man catholic,  and  crofled  the  fea  to  St.  Omen, 
where  he  was  for  Ibme  time  maintained  in  the 
Englifh  college.  The  fathers  of  that  feminary  fent 

him 
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him  with  fome  difpatches  to  Spain :   but,   after  his  *• c  l677- 
return,   \vhen  they  became  better  acquainted  with 
his   character,  they  would  not  fuffer  him   to  con- 
tinue in  the  college,   and  he  came  over  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  could  hardly  fubftft  on  the  miserable 
pittance  which  they  allowed  for  his  fupport.  There 
he  cultivated  an  acquaintance  with  Tongue  and  Kir- 
by,  and  probably,  with  their  affiftance,   contrived 
this  plot,  partly  to  improve  his  circumftances,  and 
partly  to  gratify  his  thirft  of  revenge  againft  the 
jefuits,  who  had  treated  him  with  inch  contempt. 
Finding  the  king  had  paid  very  little  regard  to  the 
fuggefrions  of  his  two  friends,   he  refolved  to  try 
his  fate  with  the  public,    which  always  liftened 
greedily  to  every  charge  againft  the  catholics  ;  and 
for  this  purpofe  voluntarily  fwore  to  the  truth  of 
his  information,  before  Sir  Edmundfbury  Godfrey, 
an  active  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  lived  in  Weil- 
minder.     He  pretended  that  the  pope  had  afium- 
ed  the  fovereignty  of  England  as  St.  Peter's  patri- 
mony, and  delegated  his  authority  to  OJiva,  gene- 
ral of  the  jefuits,  who  had  expedited  commifilons 
for  all  the  offices  civil  and  military  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  :  that  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  dignities  were  likewiie  conferred  upon  Ro- 
man catholic  priefts,  foreigners  as  well  as  natives  : 
that  they  had  tried  the  king  under  the  name  of  the 
Black  baftard,   condemned  him  as  an  heretic,  and 
refolved  to   deprive  him  of  life  :    that,    when  he 
(Gates)  returned  from  France,  a  general  meeting  of 
the  jefuits  had  been  held  at  the  White  Horfe  tavern 
in   the  Strand,  where  they  determined  to  take  off 
the  king,    by  mooting,  ftabbing,  or  poifon  :  that 
feveral   attempts  had  been  already  made  without 
fuccefs  i  and  that  Coleman,  fecretary  to  the  duke 
of  York,  was  not  only  acquainted  with  their  dc- 
figrvs,  but  allb  correfponded  on  this  fubject  with 
4  father 
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A.C.  .677  father  f  La  Chaile,  confeffor  to  the  French  king. 
A  great  number  of  jefuits,  whom  he  named, 
were  immediately  taken  into  cuftody.  Coleman  at 
firft  retired  ;  but  next  day  Surrendered  himfelf  to 
the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  fome  of  his  papers  were 
fecured.  Oates  did  not  know  him  personally, 
when  he  was  produced  at  the  council,  and  only- 
charged  him  upon  hearfay :  he  likewife  mentioned 
Wakeman  the  queen's  phyfician.  Being  afked  if  he 
knew  any  thing  to  his  prejudice,  he  anfwered, 
"  No  ;"  adding,  "  God  forbid  I  Ihould  fay  any 
,"  thing  more  than  I  know  :  I  would  not  do  that 
"  for  all  the  world."  He  faid,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  examination,  that  he  had  been  in  Spain,  and 
conferred  with  Don  John,  who  had  promifed  to 
afftft  them  powerfully  in  their  defigns.  The  king 
defiring  him  to  defcribe  the  perion  of  Don  John, 
he  faid  he  was  a  tall  thin  man :  but  Charles  him- 
felf knew  he  was  fhort  and  corpulent.  His  majefty 
aiked  another  queilion  touching  the  fituation  of  tjie 
jefuit  college  in  Paris,  in  which  Oates  faid  he  had 
been  prefent  at  a  confult ;  and  he  made  fuch  an 
anfwer  as  plainly  proved  he  had  never  feen  the 
place.  He  affirmed  that  the  jefuits  had  counter- 
feited the  duke's  feal,  which  they  ufed  occafionally ; 
and  that  they  intended  to  take  away  his  life,  fhould 
he  prove  refractory  :  that  they  had  deftined  a  good 
number  of  gentlemen  and  prelates  to  death  :  that 
they  had  ufcd  Seventeen  hundred  fireballs,  and  four- 

f  Oates  was  fo  ignorant,  that  he  th:  Roman  catholic  religion,  he  laid 

Called  him  father  la  Shee.      He  did  his    hands    upon  his  breaft,     faying, 

not  once  mention  Lan^horne  the  law-  "  God  and   his  holy  angels  know  I 

yer,  who  was  a  perfbn  of"  note,  and  "  never  changed}    but  went  among 

rranagec  ail  the  affairs  of  the  iefuits  "   them  on  purpofe  to  brtiay  them." 

in  England      When  Dr.  Burnet  afked  He  f?  oke  with  great  paflion   againft 

him  in  private,  what  arguments  the  the  fociety,  and  faid  he  would  have 

jefuits  had  uled  for  bis  convcrfion  to  their  bipod. 

fcore 
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fcore  firemen,  in  beginning  the  conflagration 
London  •,  and  were  determined  to  feize  that  op- 
portunity of  afiafiinating  the  king  ;  but  their  hearts 
relented  when  they  law  him  exert  himfelf  with  fuch 
humanity  for  the  relief  of  the  fufferers.  He  de- 
clared that  the  jefuits  fomented  the  faction  in 
Scotland  againft  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  ;'  and  that 
he  had  feen  and  been  intruited  with  many  letters 
relating  to  this  confpiracy. 

The  apprehenfions  of  the  people  were  furpri-  Mtm'er  if 
fingly  aroufed  and  their  refentment  kindled  even  JJ£  jjj,,,1 
to  fury  at  this  information,  every  particular  of  Gcd"f,ey"ry 
which  they  implicitly  believed.  It  was  fnppofed 
to  be  confirmed  by  Coleman's  letters,  which  con- 
tained fome  myfterious  hints  about  extirpating  the 
proteftant  herefy,  the  great  zeal  of  the  duke,  and 
the  mercenary  fpirit  of  his  brother.  But  what  ef- 
tabliftied  its  credit  beyond  all  doubt  or  hefitation, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  multitude,  was  the  death  of 
Sir  Edmundfbury  Godfrey,  who,  after  having 
been  loft  for  feveral  days,  was  found  dead  in  a  ditch 
by  Primrofe-hill  in  the  way  to  Hampftead.  His 
own  fword  was  thruft  through  his  body  ;  but  no 
blood  had  flowed  from  the  wound  :  ib  that  in  all 
probability  he  had  been  dead  ibme  time  before  this 
method  was  taken  to  deceive  the  public.  His 
gloves  lay  by  him  •,  and  there  was  money  in  his 
pocket.  A  broad,  livid  mark  appeared  quite 
round  his  neck,  which  was  broken  ;  his  bread  ex- 
hibited fome  marks  of  bruiies ;  and  on  his  breeches 
were  found  feveral  drops  of  wax-lights,  which  he 
never  ufed  in  his  own  family.  The  clamour  was 
immediately  raifed  againft  the  papifts,  as  the  authors 
of  this  murder;  and  the  duke  of  Norfolk  incurred 
fome  lulpicion,  from  the  officious  manner  in  which 
Jie  had  retailed  different  reports  to  the  council,  be- 
fore the  body  was  found.  He  told  them  Godfrey 
had  made  a  fcandalous  marriage,  and  retired  from 
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A.  c.  1677.  the  derifion  of  the  public :    he  fhifted  the  fcene  of 
the  tranfaction  from  place  to  place  •,  and  the  de- 
ceafed  had  been  feen  near  Arundel-houfe,  imme- 
diately before  he  difappeared.    The  populace  were 
now  exafperated  to  fuch  a  degree,   that  moderate 
men  began  to  dread  a  general  maftacre  of  the  Ro- 
man catholics.     The  body  of  Godfrey  was  carried 
through   the   ftreers  in  proceffion,    preceded   by 
leventy  clergymen,  attended  with  a  vaft  multitude, 
and   expofed  in   public   for  feveral  days,  during 
which  this  melancholy  fpectacle  produced  a  moft 
inflammatory   effect  upon   the   beholders.     Even 
the  better  fort  of  people  were  infected  with  all  the 
vulgar  prejudices   of  the  lower   clafs ;    and   the 
ftreams  of  refentment  and  credulity  ran  fo  high, 
that  no  man  could,  with  any  regard  to  perfonal 
fafety,  exprefs  the  leaft  doubt  concerning  the  in- 
formation of  Gates,   or  the  murder  of  Godfrey. 
Thepariia-       The  parliament  meeting  while  the  people  were 
^uTL^he    m  tms  agitation,   Charles  could  not  help  taking 
notion  of     fome  notice  of  the  confpiracy :  but  he  touched  up- 
on it  (lightly,  faying,  he  mould  forbear  delivering 
his  opinion  on  thefubject,  left  he  mould  be  thought 
to  fay  too  much  or  too  little.    He  was  (till  defirous 
of  (titling  an  enquiry  which  might  involve  the  king- 
dom in  confufion,  and  redound  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  brother,  whom  he  knew  to  be  a  bigotted  papift. 
His  intention,  however,  was  frufhrated  by  the  earl 
of  Danby,  who,  either  from  enmity  to  the  catho- 
lics, or  a  defire  of  acquiring  popularity,  difcloied 
the  whole  affair  in  the  houle  of  peers,  and  expa- 
tiated upon  the  danger  to  which   the  king's  life 
was  expofed  by  this  confpiracy.     Charles  was  very 
much  difpleafed  at  his  conduct  upon  this  occafion. 
"  You  have  (faid  he)  given  them  a  handle  to  ruin 
"  yourfelf,  as  well  as  to  difturb  my  affairs."    The 
country-party  in  the  parliament  would  not  let  flip 
fuch  an  opportunity  of  managing  the  paffionsof  the 

peo- 
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people  ;  while  the  creatures  of  the  court  were  ado-  A  c- l6/7- 
nifhed  and  intimidated  into  filence  arid  fubmiflion. 
An  addrefs  was  prefented  for  a  faft,  and  a  new  form 
of  prayer  compofed  for  the  occafion.  The  two 
houfes  petitioned  that  all  popilh  recufants  £hculd 
be  obliged  to  leave  London;  and  that  no  flranger 
mould  be  permitted  to  approach  his  majefty's  per- 
fon.  Yet,  in  all  thefe  three  addrefTes,  they  did 
not  limit  their  fears  to  the  king's  perfon,  but  exr 
prefled  their  apprehenfion  of  the  danger  that 
threatened  the  proteftant  religion.  This  was  the 
note  which  had  been  fo  fuccefsfully  founded  in  the 
ears  of  the  people,  by  the  members  of  the  former 
long  parliament.  Gates  was  now  examined  by  the 
commons,  and  made  feveral  additions  to  his  firft 
declaration.  He  affirmed,  that  the  pope  had  by 
commifTions  appointed  lord  Arundel  of  Wardour 
chancellor,  lord  Powis  trealurer,  Sir  William  Go- 
dolphin  privy-feal,  lord  Bellafis  general,  lord  Petre 
lieutenant-general,  lord  Radclitfe  major-general, 
lord  Stafford  paymaster- general,  Coleman  lecretary 
offtate,  and  Langhorne  advocate-general.  This 
lawyer  he  had  not  mentioned  at  the  council  board ; 
but  now  he  infilled  upon  having  feen  the  commif- 
fions  in  Langhorne's  chamber,  and  upon  having' 
delivered  fome  of  them  with  his  own  hands.  He 
likewife  accufed  Coleman  and  Wakeman,  upon  his 
own  knowledge  :  the  firft  as  having  employed  four 
ruffians  to  alTaffinate  the  king  at  Windfor,  in  the 
preceding  fummer:  the  other,  whofe  perfon  he  did 
not  know  at  his  firft  examination,  he  now  charged 
with  having  undertaken,  for  the  con  fide  radon  of 
fifteen  thouland  pounds,  to  poifon  his  majefty.  If 
Gates  had  actually  profefied  himfelf  a  Roman  ca- 
tholic, on  purpofe  to  betray  the  jefuits,  and  had 
even  been  intruded  with  thole  commlflions  a  vl 
letters,  he  certainly  would  have  retained  and  pro- 
K  2  duccd 
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A.  c.  i677.  (Juced  feme  of  them,  in  order  to  corroborate  and 
afcertain  the  truth  of  his  evidence.  He  had  boaft- 
ed  to  the  king  of  having  ventured  his  foul  in  his 
fervice ;  but  if  he  had  really  acted  from  fuch  mo- 
tives, he  would  not  have  allowed  four  ruffians  to 
repair  to  Windfor  on  purpofe  to  afiaffinate  his  fove- 
reign,  without  giving  intelligence  of  their  defign. 
It  were  an  idle  talk  to  detect  the  falmood  of  an  in- 
formation which  contains  fuch  a  number  of  palpa- 
ble abfurdities.  The  two  houfes  voted  it  a  mofl 
dangerous  confpiracy ;  and  the  lords  above-men- 
tioned were  committed  to  the  Tower.  The  trained 
bands  of  London  were  ordered  to  be  in  readineis : 
the  two  houfes  fat  every  day,  to  confider  the  dan- 
gerous plot :  a  committee  of  lords  were  appointed 
to  examine  witnefles ;  and  they  were  fupplied  with 
blank  warrants  for  committing  fuch  perions  as  they 
ihoukl  find  cauie  to  fufpect.  Gates  was  recom- 
mended to  the  king  by  the  parliament,  protected 
by  guards,  accommodated  with  a  penfion  of  twelve 
hundred  pounds,  and  extolled  as  the  faviour  of  the 
nation.  The  king  expelled  the  catholics  from 
London,  and  from  his  guards,  by  proclamation  : 
but  the  parliament  was  not  ib  eafily  fatisfied.  The 
commons  brought  in  a  bill  for  preventing  the  danger 
that  arole  from  popifh  members,  efpecially  in  the 
houfe  of  peers.  This  was  a  previous  ftep  to  more 
vigorous  meafures  concerted  againft  the  fucceflion 
of  the  duke  of  York.  The  leading  men  in  the 
upper  houfe,  at  this  juncture,  were  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  the  earl  of  Shaftfbury,  the  lords 
KlFex  and  Hallifax.  They  were  all  averfe  to  a  po- 
piili  iuccefibr  ;  but  the  two  firft  acted  from  private 
animofity.  The  king  perceived  the  drift  of  the 
commons,  who  had  actually  begun  to  debate  upon 
an  addrefs  for  petitioning  his  majefly  to  remove  tlje 
duke  from  his  perfon  and  councils,  He  therefore, 

on 
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on  the  ninth  day  of  November,  in  a  fpeech  to  both  A  c.  i677- 
houfes,  declared  his  reaclinefs  to  pafs  all  reafonable 
bills,  provided  they  mould  have  no  tendency  to  dr- 
ftroy  the  right  of  fuccefiion  in  the  true  branch, 
nor  to  reftrain  his  authority,  and  the  juft  rights  of 
his  proteftant  fucceflbrs. 

During  thefe  tranfactions,  a  new  informer  ap-  Bed]o<. 
peared,  in  the  perlon  of  one  Bedloe,  who,  in  a  commence 
letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  from  Newbury,  :r-;orili£B- 
on  the  road  to  Briftol,  defired  that  he  might  be  ap- 
prehended by  warrant,  as  he  could  make  ibme  im- 
portant difcoveries.  He  was  an  infamous  cheat, 
who  had  been  detected  in  many  different  branches 
of  knavery.  He  had  made  fhift  to  live  by  impoi- 
ture,  and  travelled  over  great  part  of  Europe  in 
borrowed  characters.  He  was,  according  to  his 
defire,  arrefted  at  Briftol,  and  conveyed  to  Lon- 
don. He  declared  before  the  council,  that  he  had 
feen  the  body  of  Sir  Edmundfbury  Godfrey  in  the 
queen's  palace  at  Somerfet-houfe :  that  a  fervant  of 
lord  Bellafis  had  offered  to  gratify  him  with  four 
thoufand  pounds,  if  he  would  affift  in  carrying  it 
away  ;  but  that  he  had  declined  the  o-nce,  and 
gone  into  the  country,  where  he  was  fo  difturbed 
by  the  horrors  of  conference,  that  he  could  enjoy 
no  prace  of  mind,  until  he  had  add  re  (led  himlelf"  to 
the  fecretary.  At  his  firft  examination,  in  the 
king's  prefence,  he  faid  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
plot  •,  l>ut  had  heard  that  forty  thoufand  Spaniards 
were:  ready  to  rendezvous  as  pilgrims  at  St.  Jago, 
from  whence  they  would  be  traniported  to  Eng- 
land. Next  day,  however,  when  examined  by 
the  committee  of  lords,  he  recollected  all  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  confpiracy,  on  his  own  knowledge  •, 
)  render  himfelf  the  more  acceptable,  added 
'.  mar.y  circumstances  of  his  own  invention. 
The  king  told  Dr.  Burner,  that  Bed'oe  had  cer- 
tainly been  tutored,  in  the  interval  between  his 
<K  ?  fir,t 
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A.  c.  1677.  fij-ft  and  fecond  examination.  He  now  faid,  that 
there  was  a  defign  of  landing  ten  thoufand  men  at 
Burlington-bay  from  Flanders  :  and  of  furprifing 
the  iflands  of  Jerfey  and  Guernfey  by  an  embarka- 
tion from  Breft.  He  affirmed,  that  the  lords  Powis 
and  Petre  had  undertaken  to  raife  an  army  in  Rad- 
nor/hire, to  join  thofe  that  would  arrive  from  Spain : 
that  fifty  thoufand  men  were  ready  to  rife  in  Lon- 
don :  that  lord  Stafford,  Coleman,  and  Ireland,  had 
received  money  fufficient  to  defray  the  expence  of 
thofe  armaments  :  that  he  himfelf  had  been  tam- 
pered with,  to  undertake  the  murder  of  a  man,  in 
consideration  of  which  he  mould  have  four  thou- 
fand pounds,  a  commiffion  from  lord  Bellafis,  and 
the  pope's  benediction.  He  pretended  they  were 
refolved  to  affaffinate  the  king,  maflacre  the  protef- 
tants  j  and  mould  the  duke  refufe  to  hold  the  king- 
dom of  the  pope,  the  chief  authority  would  be 
vefted  in  certain  noblemen  nominated  by  his 
holinefs.  Pie  Jikewife  accufed  the  lords  Carrington 
and  Brudenel,  who  were  committed  to  cuflody  by 
order  of  parliament.  He  charged  the  fire  of 
London,  as  well  as  a  fubfequenc  difafter  of  the 
fame  kind  in  Southwark,  upon  the  catholics,  who 
hoped  to  find  an  opportunity  to  malTacre  the  pro- 
tefiants,  in  fuch  fcenes  of  tumult  and  confufion  ; 
or  at  leaft  to  enrich  themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of 
their  enemies. 

improbabi-  Bedloe*s  difcovery  needs  no  comment;  though 
i."  it  may  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  France  and 
Spain  were  at  war  when  this  project  of  invafion  was 
fuppofed  to  be  concerted  between  thofe  two  powers : 
that  the  king  of  Spain,  far  from  being  in  a  condi- 
tion to  tranfport  forty  thoufand  men  upon  fuch  a 
project,  could  not  afforcl  garrifons  for  the  towns  in 
Flanders,  which,  at  his  defire,  were  fecured  by 
Englifh  troops  ;  and  that,  after  the  moft  rigorous 
and  unexpected  fearch,  no  arms,  ammunition,  com- 
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millions,  or  papers,  were  found,  to  confirm  the  evi-  A- c-  **>n- 
dence  of  Gates  and  Bedloe.  Neverthelefa,  fuch 
was  the  torrent  of  prejudice,  fuch  the  frenzy  of 
the  people,  that  no  inconfiftencies  were  feen,  no 
fads  compared,  no  objections  ftarted.  Reafon  was 
wholly  abandoned,  and  the  moft  incomprehenfi- 
ble  circumftances  were  the  moft  devoutly  believed. 
They  threw  a  veil  of  myftery  over  the  whole  de- 
fign,  whicn  did  n"t  fail  to  excite  the  veneration  of 
the  public,  even  to  a  dangerous  degree  of  enthu- 
Cafm.  The  ftory  would  have  been  lefs  believed, 
had  it  been  more  confident  and  intelligible.  The 
commons,  in  an  addrefs,  beibught  his  majelty  to 
appoint  commiflioners  for  tendering  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  fupremacy  to  his  own  domeftics, 
thofe  of  the  duke  of  York,  and  all  refiding  in  the 
palaces  of  Whitehall,  St.  James's,  and  Somerfet- 
houie.  The  king  dcfired  that  the  fervants  of  the 
queen,  and  dutchefs  of  York,  might  be  excepted  ; 
but  in  a  fecond  petition,  they  infifted  upon  their 
former  demand.  Underftanding  that  commiffions 
had  been  granted  to  officers  who  had  not  taken  the 
oaths,  they  committed  fecretary  Williamfon  to  the 
Tower,  for  having  ccunterfigned  fuch  commif- 
fions. The  king  immediately  releafed  him.  The 
commons  juftified  what  they  had  dons  in  another 
addrefs,  defirir.g  that  he  might  be  detained  in  cuf- 
tocy  i  and  that  all  the  popifii  officers  mould  be  dif- 
mified.  Charles  told  them  that  Wiliiamfon  was 
already  releafed ;  but  that  he  would  diimifs  the  of- 
ficers againft  whom  they  had  objected.  Then  they 
proceeded  on  the  bill  for  rendering  papifts  incapa- 
ble of  fitting  in  parliament :  they  brought  in  ano- 
ther for  diibanding  the  troops ;  and  a  third  for 
maintaining  part  of  the  militia  in  arms  for  a  cer- 
tain term.  Charles  gave  his  afient  to  the  two  for- 
mer ;  but  this  laft  he  abfolutely  rejected,  declaring, 
that  he  would  not  part  with  the  command  of  the 
K  4  militia  j 
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A,C.  1677.  m;}itia  .  n0j  not  for  an  hour  :  he  offered,  however, 
to  keep  the  third  part  cf  it  on  foot,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  government,  provided  they  would  grant 
a  fupply  jufficient  to  maintain  fuch  a  force  -,  buc 
they  did  not  think  proper  to  embrace  the  propofal. 
When  the  bill  for  excluding  all  members  who 
mould  refufe  the  teft  oaths,  was  brought  into  the 
houfc  of  peers,  the  duke  of  York  moved  that  an 
exception  might  be  admitted  in  his  favour.  He 
begged  this  indulgence,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  de- 
claring, that  his  religion  was  a  private  concern 
between  God  and  his  own  foul  ;  and  that  it  mould 
never  appear  in  his  public  conduit.  Notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  earneft  intreaties,  he  carried  his  point  by 
two  votes  only. 

c  icm.-n          Edward  Coleman  being  brought  to  his  trial,  was 

Sriae™     convicted  on  the  evidence  of  Gates  and  Bedloe. 

euied.  The  former  fvvore  he  had  fent  fourfcore  guineas  to 
the  ruffian  who  undertook  to  affaffinate  the  king; 
the  date  of  this  tranfaction  he  fixed  to  the  month 
of  Auguft ;  but  would  not  fpecify  the  particular 
day.  Coleman  cculd  have  proved  he  was  in  the 
country  during  the  greater  part  of  that  month;  and 
therefore  the  witnefs  would  not  be  particular.  His 
letters  to  father  la  Chaife  were,  in  all  probability, 
more  heavy  upon  him  than  the  evidence  of  Gates 
and  Bedloe  :  not  that  they  contained  any  treafon- 
able  expreffions  ;  but  they  were  replete  with  marks 
of  impertinent  zeal  aguinll  the  proteftant  religion. 
After  his  fentence,  many  members  of  both  houfes 
offered  to  inrerpofe  in  his  behalf,  if  he  would  make 
an  ample  confeflion.  They  hoped  the  love  of  life 
would  have  prompted  him  to  accufe  the  duke  his 
mailer ;  but  he  perfifted  to  the  laft  moment  in  pro- 
tefting  his  own  innocence,  and  vindicating  the  cha- 
racter of  his  royal  highnefs.  He  owned  the  indif- 
cretion  of  his  own  conduct,  and  fome  private  frauds 
h_-  had  commuted  j  but  d^ed  in  great  compofure, 

denying 


C   H  A  R  L  E   S      II.  i37 

denying  every  title  of  what  had  been  laid   to  his  A.C.  ,«77. 
charge  •,   and  declaring,  before  God,    that  he  had 
never  feen  Gates  but  once ;  and  never  faw  Bedloe 
before  he  was  apprehended. 

Charles  ftiil  maintained  his  firft  opinion  of  the  Oates  and 
confpiracy,  which  he  ridiculed  in  private  among  fuefeJheac" 
thofe  in  whom  he  could  confide  j  but  he  faw  it  was  iu«n> 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  yield  to  the  torrent,  left  he 
Ihould  exafperate  the  nation.  He  therefore  iflued 
a  proclamation,  promifing  a  reward  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  to  every  perfon  who  mould  make  any 
new  difcovery  touching  the  plot,  before  the  twenty-- 
fifth day  of  December.  Gates  and  Bedloe,  though 
they  had  often  declared  that  they  knew  of  no  per- 
fon of  diftinftion  concerned  in  theplor,  except  thofe 
they  had  already  named,  now  ventured  to  accufe 
the  queen  of  being  engaged  in  the  defign  againft 
the  life  of  her  husband  i  and  the  commons,  in  an 
addrds  to  the  king,  defired  that  the  queen  and  her 
domeftics  might  be  immediately  removed  from  the 
palace  of  Whitehall.  It  was  well  known  that 
Charles  had  no  great  affection  to  the  queen  j  and 
that  her  removal  would  have  made  way  for  another 
confort,  by  whom  he  might  have  had  an  heir  of 
his  own  body,  which  would  have  quieted  all  the 
fears  and  jeaioufies  of  thofe  who  were  averfe  to  a 
popifh  fuccefTor.  Neverthelefs,  he  would  not  aban- 
don the  queen  to  the  rage  of  a  rnifguided  people.  He 
allured  her  me  might  depend  upon  his  protection. 
In  order  to  manifeft  his  refentment  at  the  infolence 
of  Gates,  he  commanded  him  to  be  ftridlly  guard- 
ed. Next  day,  however,  the  commons,  in  an  ad- 
drefs,  infilled  upon  his  being  enlarged,  and  ferved 
by  his  own  domeftics  :  they  likewiie  defired  his  ma- 
jefty  would  gram  a  competent  penfion  for  his  fub- 
fiftence.  They  voted,  that  the  king  fhould  be  ad- 
dreflcd,  to  caufe  all  the  papifts  in  the  kingdom  to 
be  arrefted,  On  the  fix;h  day  of  December,  th?y 

im- 
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A.C.  1677.  impeached,  at  the  bar  of  the  upper  houfe,  the  five 
lords  who  were  confined  in  the  Tower :  but  they 
had  not  time  to  prefenc  the  articles  of  accufation. 
Tmi  and  In  the  courfe  of  this  month,  Ireland  and  Pic-" 
"ireiind  Bering  jefuits,  with  Grove  a  lay- brother,  were 
G'ove,  and  tried  at  the  Old-Bailey.  Thomas  Whitebread, 
Pickering.  provinc}aj  of  the  order,  and  John  Fenwick  a  mem- 
ber of  the  fociety,  were  likewife  produced  at  the 
barj  but  their  trial  was  deferred  on  account  of  the 
abfence  of  a  principal  evidence.  Oates  depofed, 
that  Pickering  and  Grove  had  bound  themlelves  by 
an  oath,  adminiftred  by  Whitebread,  to  affafiinate 
the  king :  that  for  this  purpofe  they  had  provided 
themfelv.es  with  fcrewed  piflols  and  filver  bullets  : 
that  Pickering  actually  attempred  to  moot  the  king 
in  the  park,  but  his  flint  was  loofe,  fo  that  he  loft 
the  opportunity.  Bedloe  fwore  that  Ireland,  Pic- 
kering, and  Grove,  together  with  one  Conyers  a 
Benedictine  monk,  undertook  to  murder  the  king 
in  his  morning  walk  at  Newmarket  :  that  he  had 
heard  them  declare  this  refolution  in  the  lodgings 
of  father  Harcourt,  where  ic  was  determined  that 
Grove  mould  be  gratified  with  fifteen  hundred 
pounds,  and  Pickering  with  as  many  mafies  as  the 
like  fum  would  procure :  in  this  particular  he 
agreed  with  Oates.  He  like.wife  declared,  Knight, 
Pritchard,  O  Neale,  and  O  Bryan,  were  employed 
to  murder  the  earl  of  Shaftsbury,  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  his  fon 
the  earl  of  Oflbry.  Grove,  in  his  defence,  pro- 
tefted,  that,  as  he  had  a  foul  to  be  faved,  he  was 
utterly  ignorant  of  the  whole  affair.  Pickering  faid 
he  had  never  in  his  life  fired  a  piftol ;  and  White- 
bread,  who  was  prefcnt  at  the  trial,  declared,  in 
the  prefence  of  God,  that  Oates  had  not  fpoke  three 
words  of  truth  in  his  whole  depofition.  Ireland 
denied  that  he  had  ever  feen  Bedloe  before  that 
day,  and  defired  him  to  produce  a  fingle  witnefs 
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to  prove  he  had  ever  been  in  his  company.  Picker-  A-c-  W 
ing  affirmed  that  he  was  an  utter  ftranger  to  the 
pcrfor.s  of  both  evidences.  When  Grove  obferved 
that  he  hardly  knew  Gates  by  fight,  this  informer 
reminded  the  prifoner  of  his  having  told  him,  that 
he  and  three  other  Iriflimen  had  fet  fire  to  the 
Borough  of  Southwark  j  and  that  his  (hare  of  the 
reward  for  this  fervice  amounted  to  four  hundred 
pounds.  Ireland  offered  to  prove,  by  twenty  wit- 
nefies,  that  he  had  been  in  Staffordshire  and  Che- 
fhire,  during  the  whole  month  of  Auguft,  and  part 
of  September,  the  periods  which  the  informers  had 
afiigned  for  thofe  confutations;  but  as  the  wit- 
nefles  were  not  prefent,  the  prifoner  reaped  no  be- 
nefit from  the  propofal.  Whitebread  produced  a 
certificate,  under  the  feal  of  the  college  at  St.  Gmer, 
importing,  that  Gates  had  refided  in  that  place 
during  the  months  of  April  and  May,  although  he 
had  fworn  to  his  being  prefent  at  a  confult  in  Lon- 
don on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April.  But  this 
certificate  could  not  be  admitted  as  evidence,  by 
the  laws  of  England.  In  a  word,  the  three  prifo- 
ners  were  condemned ;  and  each  protefted,  in  his 
Jail  moments,  that  he  was  as  innocent  of  the  crimes 
laid  to  his  charge  as  a  child  new  born. 

The  oppofition  in  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  The  earl  of 
was  now  grown  too  flrong  to  be  controuled  ;  and  Dan^y  im_- 

i  •          r»  •     n       i  f*  •        peached  of 

their  anirnofity  agamft  the  court  ieemed  to  in-  high-irca. 
creafe  with  their  power.  The  earl  of  Danby  lord-fon' 
treafurer  was  the  chief  object  of  their  reientment. 
He  knew  that  many  members  of  both  houfes  were 
"bent  upon  his  deflruflicn  •,  and  the  perfon  whom 
he  chiefly  dreaded  was  Montague,  who  had  been 
ambaflkdor  in  France,  and  came  over  to  fcngland, 
without  the  king's  leave,  in  order  to  fill  a  feat  he 
had  procured  in  parliament.  The  king,  at  Danby's 
requeft,  fent  a  mefiage  to  the  commcns,  informing 
them  of  his  refolutioi)  to  bring  Montague  to  a  trial, 
8  for 
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A.C.  1678.  for  having  correfponded  with  the  pope's  nuncio 
abroad  :  at  the  fame  time  a  warrant  was  granted 
to  fecure  his  papers.  Warm  debates  arofe  in  the 
houfe  -,  and  many  individuate  declared  it  was  a  high 
breach  of  privilege,  to  feize  the  papers  of  a  mem- 
ber againlt  whom  no  treafonable  practices  had 
been  fworn.  Montague  had  warily  depofited  all 
his  credentials  in  the  hands  of  a  trufty  friend,  to 
\vhom  he  now  fent  a  meflenger  for  the  whole  col- 
lection. The  box  being  brought  into  the  houfe, 
he  opened  it.  and  produced  two  letters  from  the 
earl  of  Danby,  directing  him  to  treat  with  the  king 
of  France  for  fix  hundred  thoufand  livres,  to  be 
paid  annually  to  the  king  of  England,  for  three 
years  after  the  peace  of  Nimeguen,  iivconfideration 
of  his  favouring  the  French  intereft  at  the  congrefs. 
The  houfe  was  kindled  into  a  violent  flame  by  this 
intelligence.  Winningron  the  folici tor  general  in- 
veighed againft  the  earl  of  Danby  as  a  minifter 
who  had  been  concerned  in  betraying  the  intereft 
of  England,  and  that  of  her  allies,  in  felling  the 
nation,  and  fubverting  the  government :  he  there- 
fore moved  he  might  be  impeached  of  high  trea- 
lon.  Notwithilanding  a  vigorous  oppofition  by 
the  earl's  friends,  who  obferved  there  was  no  trea- 
fonable fact  charged  upon  him  -,  and  that  he  had 
done  nothing  but  writ  letters  by  the  king's  order ; 
it  was  refolved,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  that  the 
earl  of  Danby  fhould  be  impeached;  and  in  two 
days  the  articles  were  fent  up  to  the  houfe  of  lords. 
The  a-iia--  ^e  was  accu^  of  having  given  inflruclions  to 
merit  diffoi-  his  majefty's  ambaffiidors,  without  the  privity  of  the 
*ed«  fecretaries  of  ftate,  or  of  the  council :  of  having 

endeavoured  to  fubvert  the  government,  and  intro- 
duce arbitrary  power  :  of  having  negotiated  a  dif- 
advantageous  peace  with  France,  nnd  fold  the  in- 
tereft of  the  nation  •,  of  being  popiflhly  affected  : 
of  having  concealed  the  late  horrid  plot  contrived 

by 


CHARLES      II.  141 

by  the  papifts :  of  having  wafted  the  public  trea-  A-  c«  »67*» 
fure,  and  obtained  by  indirect  means  fevcral  exor- 
bitant grants  from  the  crown.  The  earl  cf  Danby 
was  extremely  embarrafied  by  fome  of  thefe  articles, 
which  he  could  not  anfwer  in  his  own  juftifkation, 
without  accufing  the  king,  who  had  begged  he 
would  not  divulge  his  fecrec  negotiations.  He  re- 
criminated upon  Montague  as  the  perfon  who  had 
advifed  and  fet  on  foot  thofe  private  treaties;  and 
to  prove  this  aflertion,  fent  two  of  that  minifter's 
letters  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  who  v/ould  not 
fufTer  them  to  be  read.  He  obferved,  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  That  the  French  miniftry  had  always 
looked  upon  him  as  an  enemy  to  the  intereft  of  their 
nation  :  that  he  had  exerted  uncommon  diligence 
in  tracing  cut  the  confpiracy  :  and  that  he  had 
wafted  no  treafure,  inafmuch  as  there  was  none  to 
warte.  He  likewife  infmuated,  that  it  v/as  in  his 
power  to  vindicate  his  own  conduct  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  wculd  clear  him  cf  every  article  of  the  impu- 
tation. Granting  all  the  allegations  in  the  im- 
peachment to  be  true,  there  was  not  one  that 
amounted  to  high  treafon  •,  and  therefore  the  lords 
refufed  to  commit  him  to  the  Tower.  The  com- 
mons infilled  upon  his  being  taken  into  cuftody  : 
a  conreft  enfued  ;  and  the  king  dreading  fome  fatal 
confequence  from  the  violence  of  the  lower  houfr, 
prorogued  the  parliament,  which  he  afterwards 
drflblved.  At  the  fame  time  he  iflfued  writs,  con- 
voking another  for  the  fixth  day  of  March.  Charles 
found  it  \vas  high  time  to  put  an  end  to  this  affem- 
bly,  which  had  continued  fir.ce  the  fecond  year  of 
his  reign.  Their  former  complaifance  and  confi- 
dence were  changed  intodiflatisfaclion  and  diftruft. 
They  were  grown  not  only  unmanageable,  but  even  BI^ 
dangerous  to  his  government ;  and  icemed  to  tread  Nwth. 
in  the  fteps  of  the  long  parliament  that  ruined  his  J^f™8"1 
father,  it  muft  be  owned  however,  that  this 

change 
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A,  c.  1678,  change  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  his  own 

mifconduft. 

See  a  ^n  t^  :twenty-frrft  day  °f  December,  Miles 
prTendS"  Prance,  a  goldfmith  who  profefled  the  Roman 
^lohfe™j- catholic  religion,  was  apprehended  on  fufpicion  of 
ftly.  3  having  been  concerned  in  the  murder  of  Sir 
F.dmundfbury  Godfrey.  The  informer  was  one 
Wren  who  had  lodged  at  his  houfe,  and  fwore,  that 
his  landlord  had  been  abfent  for  feveral  nights 
about  the  time  at  which  the  murder  was  commit- 
ted. Prance  being  brought  before  the  committee 
of  lords  at  Weftminfter,  denied  the  charge  with  the 
deepeft  imprecations ;  but  Bedloe  being  prefent, 
and  affirming  that  this  was  one  of  the  men  whom 
he  had  feen  with  the  dead  body  in  Somerfet- houfe, 
he  was  committed ^to  Newgate,  loaded  with  irons- 
and  confined  in  the  condemned  hole,  which  was 
cold,  dark,  damp,  and  almoft  intolerably  offenfive. 
A.  0.1679.  There  the  poor  wretch  lay  in  all  the  horror  of 
defpair,  groaning,  fhrieking,  and  exclaiming  that 
he  was  not  guilty.  Next  day,  he  defired  he  might 
be  carried  before  the  earl  of  Shaftfbury,  who  was 
prefident  of  the  committee.  This  nobleman  is  faid 
to  have  employed  reproach  and  dreadful  threats 
upon  this  miferable  object,  already  half  dead  with 
fear,  to  extort  an  accufation  againfl  the  catholics. 
At  length  he  diicovered  fome  particulars,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  make  a  more  ample  confcffion,  if  he  could 
be  allured  of  pardon.  This  being  obtained,  he  was 
examined  in  Newgate  by  a  committee  of  both 
houfes,  and  afterwards  brought  to  Whitehall  before 
the  king  and  council.  There  he  declared  that 
Godfrey  had  been  murdered  in  Somerfet-houfe,  by 
the  contrivance  of  Gerald  and  Kelly  two  I  rim 
priefts,  Robert  Green  cufhion- keeper  of  the  queen's 
chapel,  Lawrence  Hill  footman  to  doctor  Godden 
treafurer  of  the  chapel,  and  Henry  Berry  porcer  of 
Somerfet- palace.  The  next  time  Francs  appeared 

before 
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before  the  council,  he  begged  a  private  audience  of A  c-  *6?9. 
the  king,  which  being  granted,  he  fell  upon  his 
knees,  and  declared,  as  he  hoped  for  falvation,  that 
his  confeflion  was  totally  falfe.  He  faid,  he  was 
unacquainted  with  Beciloe,  and  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  murder  as  well  as  of  the  confpiracy ;  but  that 
Wren  had  informed  againft  him  in  revenge  for  his 
having  demanded  the  rent  of  his  lodgings.  Being 
fent  back  to  his  miferable  apartment  in  Newgate, 
intimidated  by  the  jailor,  and  expofed  to  the 
tyranny  of  the  committee,  he  fent  the  keeper  to  tell 
the  king,  that  his  firft  depofition  was  true;  and 
this  he  afterwards  retracted.  Do£or  Loyd  vifiting 
him  by  the  king's  command,  found  him  half  dead 
with  cold  and  terror.  This  humane  clergyman 
ordered  a  fire  to  be  made,  and  a  bed  to  be  pro- 
vided for  him-,  then  he  avowed  his  confeflion  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  convinced  the  doctor  of  his  fin- 
cerity.  Perhaps,  when  he  retracted  his  firft  depo- 
fition, he  hoped  the  king  would  have  taken  him 
under  his  immediate  protection  ;  but  finding  him- 
f elf  dill  at  the  mercy  of  the  committee,  he  hazarded 
his  foul  rather  than  endure  the  hardships  to  which 
his  body  was  fubjected. 

His  confefiion  contained  the  following  particu-  Hisron- 
lars.  Hill,  Gerald,  and  Green,  in  confluence  of feffion- 
a  confiscation  with  Kelly,  Berry,  and  Prance,  un- 
dertook to  difpatch  Sir  Edmundfbury  Godfrey,  as 
a  violent  perfecutor  of  the  Roman  catholics,  and  a 
declared  enemy  of  the  queen's  fervants.  On  the 
twelfth  day  of  October,  they  followed  him  at  a 
diftance,  from  ten  in  the  morning  till  feven  in  the 
evening,  when  he  entered  a  houfe  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  St.  Clement's  church,  where  he  flayed  till 
nine.  When  he  arrived  at  the  water  gate  of 
Somerfet-houfe,  in  his  way  homewards,  Kelly  and 
Berry  feigned  a  quarrel,  and  Hill  prevailed  upon 
Godfrey  to  imerpolc  as  a  juiticeof  the  peace.  With 

•  difficult 
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A.C.  ,679.  difficulty  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  enter  the  gate*' 
when  Green  throwing  a  twilled  handkerchief  over 
his  head,  fixed  it  round  his  neck,  and  the  reft  falling 
upon  him  at  the  fame  time,  he  was  immediately 
ilrangled  •,  they  knocked  upon  his  breaft  with  their 
knees,  and  twifted  his  neck  until  it  was  quite  dif- 
located.  The  body  was  carried  to  a  high  chamber 
in  the  houfe  of  Dr.  Godden,  in  which  it  lay  two 
nights,  and  then  it  was  removed  to  another  apart- 
ment, where  it  was  feen  by  Bedloe.  They  fhifted 
it  to  a  third  place,  and  even  brought  it  back  to 
the  room  in  which  it  had  been  at  firft  depofited. 
Having  kept  it  four  days  and  four  nights,  they 
determined  to  convey  it  into  the  fields,  with  the 
rings  on  the  fingers  and  the  money  in 'the  pockets ; 
and  to  thruft  the  fword  through  it,  that  the  public 
might  believe  Sir  Edmundfbury  had  made  away 
with  himfelf.  They  accordingly  brought  a  fedan 
chair  into  the  court,  and  the  body  being  placed  in 
it,  was  at  midnight  carried  by  them  to  Soho  :  there 
Hill  waited  for  them  with  a  horfe,  upon  which  it 
was  mounted  before  him,  and  they  proceeded  to 
Primrofe-hill,  where  they  left  it  in  a  ditch,  after 
Gerald  had  thruft  the  fword  into  it,  and  laid  it  in  a 
proper  attitude. 

Berry,1  Berry,  Green,  and  Hill,  were  upon  the  evidence 

SST'con-*  °^  Prance  an<3  Bedloe  convicted  of  this  murder,  in 
denned  and  fpite  of  the  moft  manifeft  contradictions  in  the  de- 
executed,  pofajons  Of  the  two  witneiTes,  the  different  evi- 
dence given  by  each  at  different  times,  and  the 
ftrongeft  prefumpticns  in  favour  of  the  accufed. 
Thefe  unhappy  men  brought  witneffes  to  prove 
that  they  were  at  home  and  in  bed  at  the  time  in 
which  they  were  faid  to  be  employed  in  removing 
the  body.  The  centinels  who  ftood  that  night  at 
the  gate  of  Somerfet-houfe,  depofed,  that  no  fedan 
was  brought  out  of  the  palace.  The  people  who 
lived  in  Goddea's  lodgings,  declared  upon  oath, 

that 
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that  no  dead  body  could  poflibly  be  brought  into  A  c>  l6/9. 
the  houfe  without  their  knowledge-,  and  that  they 
were  everyday  in  the  room  which  Prance defcribed, 
without  feeing  any  thing  of  that  nature.  Green 
and  Hill  died,  protefting  their  innocence,  as  they 
hoptd  for  mercy  at  the  judgment-feat  of  God. 
Berry  prcfefievi  himfelf  a  proteilant,  and  died  like 
a  devout  chriftian,  denying  his  having  been  privy 
in  any  fhape  to  the  mnrder ;  though  he  might 
have  laved  his  life  by  making  a  confefTion.  Gates, 
Bedloe,  and  Prance,  were  undoubtedly  falfe  infor- 
mers ;  and  Berry,  Green,  and  Hill,  in  all  proba- 
bility, innocent.  But,  certain  it  is  Sir  Edmundf- 
bury  Godfrey  was  murdered ;  and  the  fufpicion 
naturally  falls  upon  the  Roman  catholics.  Per- 
haps he  was  ciifparched  by  the  direction  of  thofe 
who  did  not  know  the  particulars  of  the  informa- 
tion to  the  truth  of  which  Titus  Gates  had  fworn 
before  him ;  but  were  apprehenfive  of  fome  dif- 
covery  that  might  be  fatal  to  the  catholic  intereft. 
The  (lory  of  his  death,  as  related  by  Prance,  with 
the  circumilances  of  his  body's  being  removed 
from  cne  apartment  to  another,  conveyed  in  a. 
fedan,  and  mounted  on  horfeback,  is  altogether  im- 
probable. They  might  have  dripped  him  of  his 
money  and  rings,  and  thrown  him  into  the  river, 
without  running  any  rifque  of  being  difcovered  ; 
whereas  the  method  defcribed  by  Prance  was  the 
moft  dangerous  they  could  have  devifed.  If  they 
were  defirous  cf  impofing  upon  the  world  with  rc- 
fprcT:  to  the  manner  of  his  death,  a  fingle  man 
might  have  carried  cut  the  body  in  a  hamper,  with- 
out the  lead  hazard  of  detection.  Befides,  the 
caufe  affigned  for  murdering  him  was  abfolutely 
without  foundation.  He  was  an  enemy  to  all  per- 
fecution,  and  lived  upon  good  terms  with  the  ca- 
tholics ;  infomuch  that  he  warned  Coleman  of  his 
danger,  and  counfelled  him  to  retire  before  he  wzs 
NuMB.LXXIV.  L  publicly 
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A.  0.1679.  publicly  accufed.  The  drops  of  wax  upon  his 
breeches  feeined  to  indicate,  that  he  had  been 
firangled  by  the  light  of  tapirs,  which  were  ufed 
only  by  perfons  of  the  firft  fafhion,  and  popifa 
priefts  at  their  worfhip.  At  this  period  Stephen 
Dugdaie,  who  had  been  ftcward  to  lord  Afhton, 
offered  himfelf  as  an  evidence  to  make  further  dif- 
eoveries  concerning  the  confpiracy.  He  affirmed, 
that  two  hundred  thoufand  papifts  were  ready  to 
take  arms  in  England,  and  accufed  five  jefuits  and 
a  pried,  againft  whom  the  king  iflued  a  proclama- 
tion j  but  all  of  them  efcaped,  except  Gavan,  who 
was  taken  and  imprifoned. 

New  par-  Charles  exerted  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  influ- 
kaiaem.  ence  the  ele&ions  for  the  new  parliament ;  but  the 
fpirit  of  the  times  was  fuch  as  defeated  ail  his 
efforts.  Almoft  all  the  active  men  in  the  kingdom 
were  enemies  to  the  court ;  and  the  peop'e  were  fo 
i-nfatuated  by  the  rumours  of  plots  and  confpiracies 
hatched  by  the  papifts,  that  their  refsntment  con- 
founded the  king  with  the  catholics,  though,  ac- 
cording to  all  the  informations  hitherto  publifhed, 
the  immediate  purpofe  of  the  confpirators  was  to 
remove  the  king  by  affafiination.  The  presbyter!  • 
ans  beftirred  themfelves  with  incredible  ardour  on 
this  occafion.  They  bore  the  chief  fway  in  corpo- 
rations, and  even  introduced'  the  practice  of  fplit- 
ting  freeholds,  in  order  to  multiply  votes  for  mem- 
bers. In  a  word,  Charles  had  the  mortification  to 
forcfee  that  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  would  revive 
with  double  violence  in  this"  n*w  parliament.  In 
order  to  avert  part  of  the  ftorm  with  which  he  was 
threatned,  he  removed  the  duke  of  York  from  his 
prefence  ;  and  .that  prince,  in  obedience  to  a  written 
order,  retired  with  his  duchefs  and  daughter  Anne 
Duke  of  to  BrufTels.  The  king  likewife  ordered  a  pardon 
Vorkretiresto.be  expedited  in  favour  of  the  earl  of  Danby,  left 
>  Praxis.  k,-s  enemies  fhould  renew  the  profecution  againil 

that 
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that  minifter,  and  the  fear  of  death  compel  him  to  A.  0.1679. 
diicover  his  majefty's  iecrets.  In  his  ibeech  to  the  ., 
new  parliament,  the  king  mentioned  the  pains  he 
had  taken  in  punilhing  the  confpirators,  and  the 
murderers  of  Godfrey.  He  made  a  merit  of  having 
removed  his  brother  from  the  kingdom ;  and  he 
demanded  fupplies,  a4  well  for  difbanding  the 
army  as  for  maintaining  the  navy.  1  he  commons 
having  chofen  Edward  Seymour  for  their  fpeaker, 
the  king  rejected  their  choice  ;  and  an  obilinate 
difpute  enfued.  They  pretended  that  the  new 
fpeaker's  being  prefented  for  the  king's  approba- 
tion was  a  meer  form  •,  and  he  maintained  that  he 
had  a  right  to  difapprove  of  their  choice,  without 
dilclofing  the  cauie  of  his  difapprobation.  The 
queftion  could  not  be  decided  by  precedent :  at 
length  the  affair  was  compromised  •,  and  one 
Gregory  a  lawyer  being  elected  by  the  houfe,  was 
confirmed  by  the  king.  On  the  twentieth  day  of 
Ivjarch,  the  houfe  appointed  a  fecret  committee  for 
preparing  evidence  againft  the  lords  who  were  in 
the  Tower,  and  for  receiving  further  information 
with  regard  to  the  confpiracy  and  the  murder  of 
Godfrey.  Then  they  began  to  prepare  new  articles 
of  impeachment  againft  the  earl  of  Danby, 

They  fummoned  Tongue,  Gates,  Bedioe,   arid  Eari0fD»n» 
one  Everard,    a  neW  witnefs,  to  the   bar  of  the  bycr.mmit- 
houfe,  to  be  examined  concerning  the  plot.    They  TOW«.  * 
addrefied  the  king  to  gratify  Bedioe  with  a  reward 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  which  he  had  promiied, 
by  proclamation,  to  the  perlbn  who  fhould  firlt  dif- 
cover  the  murderers  of  Godfrey  •,  and  to  commend 
him  to  the  protection  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth    • 
general  of  the  forces.     They  voted,   That  an  hor- 
rible conspiracy  had  been  hatched  by  the  papifts 
for  aflaflmating  the  king,  deltroying  the  proteilant 
religion,  and  fubverting  the  government :  the  peers 
concurred  with  them  in  this  vote  ;  and  both  houfes 
L  2  petitioned 
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A.C.  1679.  petitioned  for  a  day  of  fail  and  humiliation.  The 
king  going  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  interceded  with 
the  parliament  for  the  earl  of  Danby.  He  laid 
that  nobleman  had  acted  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
he  had  received :  that  for  their  fatisfaction  he 
would  deprive  him  of  all  his  employments,  and  re- 
move him  from  his  prcfence  ;  but,  he  infilled  up- 
on the  pardon  he  had  granted.  The  commons 
were  not  at  all  fatisned  with  this  declaration.  The 
houics  were  filled  with  Danby's  enemies  ;  and  the 
commons  were  wholly  influenced  by  Shaft/bury, 
who  equally  hated  the  king,  the  duke,  and  the 
treafurer,  with  implacable  rancour.  The  defign 
was  to  extort  fecrets  of  ft  ate,  the  difcovery  of 
which-  would  reflect  difgrace  upon  his  rnajefty's 
character.  The  pardon,  if  valid,  muil  defeat  this 
purpoie.  The  commons  lent  a  committee  to  know 
of  the  chancellor  in  what  manner  the  pardon  had 
been  fealed  :  then  they  underflood  that  -the  king 
had  withdrawn  the  feals  from  his  cuftody  for  the 
time,  that  he  might  be  icreened  from  all  blame. 
The  whole  houfe  was  in  commotion.  Nothing  was 
heard  but  the  moit  virulent  invectives  againit  the 
earl  of  Danby.  Shaftsbury  among  the  peers  ex- 
haufted  all  his  eloquence  in  ftigmatifmg  the  go- 
vernment. He  faid  popery  and  tlavery  were  two 
brothers  that  walked  hand  in*hand,  ibmetimes  the 
one  and  ibmetimes  the  other  entered  firft  ;  but, 
they  never  parted  :  that  in  England  popery  would 
enter  firft  to  pave  the  way  to  ilavery  ;  .but,  in  Scot- 
land, flavery  had  taken  the  lead,  and  popery  would 
follow.  Danby  having  withdrawn  himfelf,  the 
commons  brought  in  a  biJl,  obliging  him  to  fur- 
render  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  juitice  by  a  certain 
day,  on  pain  of  being  proceeded  againft  by  an  act 
of  attainder.  This  bill  was  lent  down  from  the 
lords  with  fome  amendments  :  a  difputc  arofe,  and 
conferences  were  held  upon  the  fubject :  at  length, 

the 
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the  peers   acquiefced,   and  the  bill  parted.     Then  A.C. i679. 
the  earl  of  D^nby  furrendered  himfelf  to  the  ufher 
of  the  black-rod,  and  was  committed  priibner  to 
the  Tov/er. 

Charles  was  now  reduced  to  great  perplexity.  Thek?n? 
He  law  his  authority  already  difregarded,  and  ran^ghls 
the  rifque  of  being  difgraced  by  the  difcoveries  of 
Danby.  In  this  emergency  he  coniulted  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple,  who  advifed  him  to  weaken  the  op- 
pofition,  by  admitting  the  chiefs  of  it  into  his  coun- 
cil. Me  forthwith  tried  the  expedient.  The  earl 
of  Effex,  a  conicientious  nobleman,  was  created  lord 
treafurer  m  the  room  of  Danby  :  thltofiice  of  lecre- 
tary  of  Hate  was  bellowed  upon  the  earl  of Sunder- 
land,  who  pofTelFed  a  good  capacity,  and  a  talent 
for  intrigue.  Lord  Hallifax,  celebrated  for  his 
genius,  learning,  and  eloquence,  war.  likewiie  fwoni 
of  the  council;  and  theie  three,  together  with  Sir 
V/illiam  Temple,  were  firft  coniulted  in  all  affairs 
of  importance.  Shaftfbury  was  declared  prefident 
of  the  council-,  but  finding  himfclf  excluded  intire- 
)y  from  the  king's  confidence,  he  ftill  adhered  to 
the  popular  party,  over  whom  he  retained  all  his 
former  influence.  The  city  of  London,  and  the 
kingdom  in  general,  were  overjoyed  at  this  pro- 
motion, which  feemed  to  prognofticate  a  change 
of  meafures  •,  but,  the  king's  intimation  or  it  was 
received  with  great  indifference  by  the  houle  of 
commons.  AH  the  art  and  intrigue  of  Shaftibury 
was  employed  in  keeping  up  the  flame  of  animofity 
against  the  king  and  his  brother.  The  houle  of 
one  Bird  being  let  on  fire,  by  his  maid-fervant  Eli- 
zabeth Oakely,  me  confcfied  ih-s  had  been  inftiga- 
ted  to  commit  that  crime  by  one  Stubbs  a  catholic-, 
and  he  being  queftioned,  owned  that  father  GifFord 
his  confeflbr  had  affured  him  there  was  no  fin  in 
burning  the  houies  of  heretics.  He  and  Oakely 
declared,  th:it  tiie  catholics  in  England  intended  to 
L  -  rife 
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A.C.  -679-  rife  in  arms,  and  expected  to  be  joined  by  an  army 
of  fixty  thoufand  men  from  France.  The  com- 
mons immediately  addre0ed  the  king  for  the  exe- 
cution of  Pickering  and  the  other  condemned  jefuits. 
They  even  aflfembjed  on  Sunday,  to  concert  mea- 
flires  for  the  prefervation  of  the  king's  perfon,  and 
the  proteftant  religion,  againft  the  attempts  of  the 
papifts.  They  brought  in  a  bill  for  banifbing  all 
Roman  catholics  from  London :  they  voted,  That 
the  duke's  being  a  Roman  catholic,  and  the  pre- 
fumptive  heir  of  the  crown,  was  the  chief  encourage- 
ment to  the  defigns  and  plots  of  the  papifts,  againft 
the  king  and  ijae  proteftant  religion. 

Thrift*  On  the  twent)tfiftli  of  April,  the  earl  of  Danby 
limitations  being  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  upper  houfe,  plead- 
fii5J?ifll  e<^  his  pardon,  and  was  reconveyed  to  the  Tower. 
A  committee  of  the  commons  being  appointed  to, 
examine  the  nature  of  this  defence,  reported,  That 
there  was  no  example  of  anyperfon's  having  plead- 
ed a  pardon  1n  bar  of  an  impeachment.  Then  the 
lower  houie  defired  the  lords  to  afk  if  the  earl 
would  infift  wholly  upon  his  pardon.  When  this 
queftion  was  put,  he  defired  time  to  confider  of  a 
reply,  and  was  indulged  with  four  days  for  that  pur- 
pole.  The  king,  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  of  the 
commons  for  the  execution  of  the  perfons  under 
fentence  of  death,  obferved  that  he  had  been  al- 
ways fcrupulous  of  fhedding  blood  ;  that  he  would 
take  time  to  deliberate  maturely  on  their  requeft, 
^nd  make  them  acquainted  with  his  fentimems  on 
the  fuhjedt.  -Heing  (hocked  at  their  vote  againft 
his  brother*  he,  after  afhortfpeech  to  both  houfes, 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  defired  they  would 
ufe  expedition  in  tracing  out  the  particulars  of  the 
confpiracy,  as  well  as  in  devifing  ways  and  means, 
for  difbanding  the  army,  and  maintaining  a  fleet 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  Then  he  toldj 
them,  that  as  a  mark  of  his  care  for  the  prefer va- 

tion, 
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tion  of  their  religion,  he  had  ordered  the  chancellor  A<c<  |6?>- 
to  communicate  certain  propofals  for  their  confidera  - 
tion.  Accordingly,  the  chancellor,  in  his  majeily's 
name,  propofed  the  following  limitations  upon  a 
popifh  fuccerTor:  That  it  mould  not  be  in  his 
power  to  bellow  ecclefiaftical  benefices  or  fpi ritual 
offices  upon  any  but  pious  and  learned  proteftants: 
That  the  parliament  fitting  at  the  death  of  the  king 
fhould  continue  for  a  certain  time  •,  or  in  cafe  there 
mould  be  no  parliament  at  that  juncture,  the  laft 
fhould  affemble  without  any  new  writs  of  elections : 
That,  in  the  reign  of  a  popifh  fuccefibr,  no  mem- 
bers of  the  privy-council,  or  judges,  mould  be  ap- 
pointed or  difplaced  but  by  the  authority  of  par- 
liament-, and  that  all  juftices  of  the  peace  mould 
be  proteflants :  That,  with  refpect  to  the  militia, 
IK)  lieutenant  of  a  county  mould  be  deprived  of  his 
office  but  by  order  of  parliament.  The  chancellor 
faid  it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  power 
of  a  popifh  fucceflbr  could  be  more  effectually 
limited,  confidering  how  much  his  revenues  would 
depend  upon  the  parliament :  neverthelefs,  if  they 
could  add  any  thing  for  the  fecurity  of  religion  and 
liberty,  without  deftroying  the  right  of  fucceflion, 
the  king  would  willingly  affent  to  their  propofal. 

The  commons,  without  paying  the  leaft  regard  Vo'OTCe  of 
to  thefe  offers,  proceeded  with  the  bill  for  prevent-  n^n^inft 
ing  the  dangers  that  might  arife  from  popery,  inthej"kc<>f 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefly,  as  well  as  in  his 
fucceffors  •,  and  they  ordered  another  to  be  brought 
-  in  for  vacating  the  feats  of  thofe  members  who 
mould  accept  of  any  employment  under  the  crown. 
On  the  fifth  day  of  May,  the  houfe  in  a  body  de- 
manded of  the  peers,  that  the  earl  of  Danby  fhould 
be  brought  to  his   trial.    .Then  they  prelented  a 
long  addrefs  to  the  king  againit  the  duke  of  Lau- 
derdale-,  and  they  finilhed  the  money-bill  for  en - 
Sibling  the  king  to  difband  the  army.     This  act 
L  4  contained 
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A.  c.  1679  contained  a  clauft*,  importing,  That  for  the  futurr, 
fojdiers  fhould  not  be  quartered  in  private  houfes. 
The  lords,  by  a  metfage,  informed  the  lower  houfe 
of  their  having  fixed  a  day  for  hearing  counlel  up- 
on the  validity  of  Danby's  pardon,  which  the  com- 
mons had  declared  null  and  of  no  effect.  They 
were  incenied  at  this  mefiage,  and  inftantly  voted, 
That  any  perfon  prefuming  to  defend  the  validity 
of  Danby's  pardon  fliould  be  deemed  a  betrayer  of 
the  liberties  of  the  nation.  They  were  now  re- 
folved  to  proceed  to  extremities  •,  they  prefented  an 
addrefs  to  the  king,  rcprcfenting,  That  London 
and  Weftminfter  were  over-run  with  papifts;  and 
demanding,  That  the  militia  fliould  be  armed. 
Next  day  being  Sunday,  they  ordered,  a  bill  to  be 
brought  in  for  rendering  the  duke  of  York  incapa- 
ble of  fucceeding  _to  the  throne  of  England.  In  an 
1  addrefs  to  the  king,  they  declared  they  would  affift 
him  with  their  whole  power  ^  and  in  cafe  he  mould 
die  a  violent  death,  wreak  their  vengeance  upon 
the  catholics. 

Theykring       The  committee  of  both  houfes  meeting  to  deli- 

!•  the  bill    berate  upon  the  manner  in  which  they  fhould  pro- 
of excluficn.  ,       .   f     .  .    .      .-    ,        r         i       j        i  -r 

ceed  with  the  trial  or  the  five  lords  that  were  pnlo- 
ners  in  the  Tower,  the  commons  infifted  upon  ex- 
cluding the  bifhops,  as  thole  were  cafes  in  which 
life  was  concerned.  The  lords,  on  the  other  hand 
alledged,  That  the  prelates  had  a  right  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  all  the  proceedings,  except  the  verdict. 
This  difference  produced  a  learned  difpute,  arid 
many  writings  were  published  on  both  fides  of  the 
queltion.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  the  com- 
mons read,  for  the  firft  time,  the  bill  of  exclufion, 
to  render  the  duke  of  York  incapable  of  lucceed- 
ing to  the  throne  of  England.  In  this  famous  bill, 
they  aflerted,  That  the  pope's  emiflaries  had  feduced 
James  duke  of  York,  the  prefumptive  heir  of  the 
crown  :  That  they  had  converted  him  to  the  ca- 
tholic 
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thoh'c  religion,  engaged  him  in  divers  negotiations  A-  c- 167»- 
with  the  pope,  cardinals,  and  nuncios,  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  that  communion:  That  by  his  means 
they  had  augmented  the  greatnefs  of  the  French 
king,  to  the  manifeft  danger  of  England  :  and, 
That  by  the  accefiion  of  a  popifh  prince  to  the 
throne,  iupported  by  foreign  alliances,  they  would 
in  time  be  enabled  to  execute  their  damnable  en- 
terprize.  The  propofed  aft  therefore  ordained,  by 
the  authority  of  the  king  and  the  two  houfes,  That 
the  faid  James,  duke  of  York,  Albany,  and  Ulfter, 
mould  be  incapable  of  inheriting  the  crowns  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  with  their  de- 
pendencies :  or  of  enjoying  the  rights,  titles,  prero- 
gatives, and  revenues  of  the  faid  crowns :  That,  in 
cafe  of  the  king's  death  or  refignation,  they  mould 
devolve  to  the  next  perfon  in  the  line  of  fuccefiion, 
as  if  the  duke  of  York  were  dead  :  That  all  the  acts 
of  fovereignty  or  royalty  exerciled  by  him,  fhould 
be  null  and  punifhable  as  treafon  :  That  all  perfons 
attempting  to  put  him  in  pofielTion  of  any  one  of 
thole  kingdoms,  or  correiponding  with  him  for  this 
purpofe,  mould  be  deemed  guilty  of  high  treafon  : 
That  he  himfelf,  upon  letting  foot  in  theie  king- 
doms, mould  be  held  guilty  of  the  fame  crime  : 
and  all  perfons  were  authoriied  to  apprehend,  im- 
prifon,  and,  in  cafe  of  refinance,  fubdue  him  and 
his  adherents  by  force  of  arms.  This  bill  was  read 
for  the  fecond  time  ;  and  the  queftion  being  put, 
whether  it  mould  be  referred  to  the  examination  of 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  ieventy-nine 
voices. 

The  next  ftep  of  the  commons  was,  to  fet  on  BiiiofRr»- 
foot   a  fevere  inquiry  ;'.gainft  thofe  members  who  beas  '"n5"8- , 
rt-ceived  penfions  from  court  -,  and  eighteen  were 
difcovered.     The  Handing  army  and  the  guards 
\vcrc  voted  illegal  -,  and  they  brought  in  the  bill  of 

Habeas 
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A,  c.  1679,  Habeas  corpus,  which  was  raffed  into  an  ad  before 
the  end  of  the  feilion.  This  is  one  great  bulwark 
of  Britifh  liberty,  obliging  the  judge,  under  fevere 
penalties,  to  grant  a  writ  of  Habeas  corpus,  at  the 
requeft  of  every  priibner,  directing  the  Bailor  to 
produce  him  in  court,  and  certify  the  cauie  of  his 
commitment.  The  king  had  for  fome  time  enter- 
tained thoughts  of  proroguing  the  parliament; 
but,  now  his  refolution  was  quickened  by  a  hint  of 
intelligence,  importing,  that  the  commons  intend- 
ed to  draw  up  a  remonftrance  npon  the  grievances 
of  the  nation,  like  that  which  was  prefented  to  his 
father  before  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war. 
Alarmed  by  this  information,  he  repaired  to  the 
houie  of  peers  on  the  twenty- feventh  day  of  May, 
and  fending  for  the  commons,  prorogued  the  par- 
liament to  the  fourteenth  day  of  Auguft.  It  was 
afterwards  .diftblved,  without  the  advice  of  the 
council  -,  and  writs  were  iffued  for  new  elections. 
This  was  a  deiperate  remedy,  which  Charles  would 
not  have  ufed,  had  not  he  thought  his  fervant's 
life  was  at  ftake,  and  his  own  crown  in  danger.  He 
found  himfelf  at  variance  with  a  let  of  people 
whom  he  could  neither  intimidate  nor  appeafe  ;  he 
became  penfive  and  fullen,  and  his  temper  vifibly 
changed  from  this  period. 

Trial  of  five      After  the  prorogation,  the  five  jefuits,  namely 

jtfuits.  Whitebread  the  provincial,  Fenwick,  Harcourt, 
Gavan,  and  Turner,  were  brought  to  trial.  Gates 
depofed  that  Whitebread  prefided  at  the  confulta- 
tion,  in  which  it  was  reiblved  to  aflfaflmate  the 
king ;  and  that  the  reft  were  afiifting  in  the  fame 
defign  Dugdale,  the  new  informer,  fwore  that 
he  had  feen  a  letter,  in  the  hand-writing  of  White- 
bread,  to  father  Ewers,  defiring  him  to  chufe  bold 
and  faithful  perfons  to  murder  the  king  •,  and  that 
he  had  read  an  hundred  letters  to  different  people 
On  the  fame  fubject.  Confidering  the  craft  and 

ci.r- 
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circurnfpection  of  the  jefuits,  this  circumftance  is  A  c-'679» 
almoil  incredible.  Helikewife  depofed,  that  Har- 
court  wrote  an  account  of  Godfrey's  death  to 
Ewers,  in  Staffbrd(hire,  on  the  very  night  in  which 
that  magiflrate  was  murdered  \  fo  that  it  was  known 
in  the  country  fome  days  before  the  body  was  dif- 
covered  at  Primrofe-hill.  Prance  affirmed,  that 
Harcourt  told  him,  there  was  a  defign  on  foot  ro 
takeaway  the  king's  life;  and  that  Fenwick  laid, 
fifty  thoufand  men  were  ready  to  take  arms,  under 
the  command  of  the  lords  Bellafis,  Powis,  and 
Arundel.  Bedloe  declared,  that  he  had  heard  the 
prifoners  difcourfing  with  Coleman  about  fending 
four  ruffians  to  affafiinate  the  king  at  Windfor :  that 
he  faw  Harcourt  take  fourfcore  or  an  hundred 
guineas  out  of  a  cheft,  for  the  ufe  of  thole  aflaflins  : 
that,  at  another  time,  this  jefuit  delivered  an  order 
for  two  thoufand  pounds,  as  part  of  a  greater  Aim, 
to  Sir  George  Wakeman,  the  queen's  phyfician, 
who  faid  that  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  would  be  but 
an  indifferent  reward  for  eftabliihing  religion,  and 
preventing  the  ruin  of  three  kingdoms.  The  un- 
happy prifoners  obferved,  in  their  own  defence, 
that  the  witnefies  againfl  them  were  perlbns  ofdef- 
perate  fortunes  and  infamous  characters ;  that  it 
was  very  improbable  they  mould  communicate 
fecrets  of  this  nature  to  Gates,  v/ho  had  been  ex- 
pelled from  St.  Omer  for  fcandalous  practices,  and 
even  excluded  from  the  facrament.  They  enume- 
rated the  felf-contradictions  that  appeared  in  his 
evidence  :  they  produced  lixteen  witnefies  of  credit, 
fludentsat  St.  Omer,  and  chiefly  ions  of  reputable 
parents,  who  fwore  that  Gates  was  in  the  f!-rninary 
during  the  time  at  which  he  faid  tfye  confutation 
was  held  in  London.  Eleven  other  witnelfes  de- 
clared upon  oath,  that  Ireland,  who  had  been  exe- 
cuted, was  in  the  country  at  the  time  of  thofe  pre- 
tended confutations,  though  Gates  had  (worn  he 

was 
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A.  c.  i«79.  was  jn  town  .  anc^  [n  confequence  of  that  depofi- 
tion,  the  man  had  lofb  his  life.  Gates,  indeed, 
provided  himtelf  with  fix  or  ieven  evidences,  who 
declared  they  faw  him  in  London  at  the  time  to 
which  he  had  fworn  ;  and,  among  the  reft,  one 
Smith,  a  ichool  matter  at  Iflmgton,  upon  whofe 
credit  he  chiefly  depended.  Thefc  circumftances 
were  fuppofed  to  invalidate  the  teftimony  of  fix- 
teen  papifts,  whom  even  Scroggs  the  judge  had 
difcountenanced  and  ridiculed  :  yet  Smith  retracted 
his  evidence  in  the  fequel.  Gavan  was  fo  weak  as 
to  defire  that  his  innocence  might  be  proved  by 
the  ordeal  :  in  that  cafe,  indeed,  there  would  have 
been  a  poffibility  of  efcaping  -,  whereas  there  was 
none  in  the  common  form  of  trial  before  fuch  a 
judge  and  jury. 

t.angWn  is  '1  hey  were  immediately  convicted  ;  though  fen- 
tence  w^s  not  produced  till  after  the  trial  of  Lang- 
horn  the  lawyer,  who  was  acculed  by  the  fame  evi- 
dence as  a  principal  agent  in  the  confpiracy.  He 
objected  to  the  credit  of  fuch  infamous  witnelTes 
who  had  received  pardon  and  recompence  for  be- 
traying their  fellow-fubjects.  Gates  declared,  that 
rnftead  of  receiving  a  recompence,  he  had  fpent  fix 
or  feven  hundred  pounds  of  his  own  money.  Bed- 
foe  likewife  affirmed,  that  he  was  feven  hundred 
pounds  in  advance.  Langhorn  obferved  the  im- 
probability of  thefe  affertions,  conficlering  that 
when  they  firft  appeared  they  were  in  extreme  in- 
digence. He  infiited  upon  the  evidence  by  which 
Gates  had  been  proved  perjured  j  but  the  judge 
gave  him  to  underfland,  that  he  could  not  reject 
an  evidence  as  perjured,  until  he  was  formally  con- 
victed of  perjury.  Gates  had  fworn  that  he  lodged 
in  the  houfc  of  Grove  at  the  time  of  the  great  con- 
fultation  •,  Grove's  wife  and  fervant  depoled,  that 
he  did  not.  The  judge  obferved,  that,  being  in 
difguife,  he  might  have  lodged  there  without  being 

known. 
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known.  The  witnefll-s  for  the  prifoner  were  in- A«c.  i6:9. 
ful ted  by  the  court,  and  mal-treated  by  the  people. 
One  of  them  was  hurt,  to  the  imminent  danger  of 
his  life.  A  woman  declared  ilie  could  not  give 
evidence,  unlefs  the  court  would  promiie  to  pro- 
ted  her.  The  judge  told  her,  all  he  could  do, 
was  to  punifh  thole  by  whom  me  might  be  afiault- 
ed.  Langhorn,  rather  than  me  mould  run  the 
rifque  of  her  life,  waved  her  teitimony.  When  he 
was  convicted,  the  barbarous  multitude  teftified 
their  joy  by  loud  acclamations.  He  and  the  jefuits 
received  fcntence  of  death,  and  protefted  their  in- 
nocence to  the  laft  moment  of  their  lives.  White- 
bread,  in  particular,  declared  his  abhorrence  of  all 
equivocation,  and  of  the  maxim  efpoufed  by  fome 
jefuits,  touching  the  lavvfulnefs  of  depofmg  and 
afiaflinating  princes. 

The  humane  reader  cannot,  without  horror,  re- 
flect upon  the  fat.  of  thole  unhappy  perfons,  who 
fell  a  facrifice  to  the  favage  prejudice  of  the  multi- 
tude, excited  by  the  villainy  of  the  mod  abandon- 
ed mifcreants ;  and  inflamed  by  the  arts  of  a  ma- 
lignant faction.  By  this  time,  however,  the  po- 
pulace began  to  be  gorged  with  blood :  the  rage 
of  their  reientment  had  exhaufted  itfelf.  The  pro- 
teftations,  the  compofure,  and  pious  deportment 
of  the  fufferers,  made  impreffion  upon  the  minds 
of  all  who  retained  the  leait  fentiment  of  humanity  -, 
and  now  they  began  to  reflect  upon  the  characters 
of  the  informers  and  the  abfurdities  of  their  infor- 
mation, which,  in  the  hurry  and  precipitation  of 
their  vengeance,  they  had  wholly  overlooked.  On  s;rG 
the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  the  chief-juftice  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  trial  of  Sir  George  Wakeman,  the 
.  queen's  phyfician.  Oates  had  faid,  at  his  firlt  exa- 
mination, that  he  knew  nothing  againft  this  perfon 
but  by  hearfay  ;  yet  now  he  fwore  he  had  feen  a 
letter  from  him  to  Alhby  the  jeluic,  advifing  him 

to 
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A. 0.1679  to  ufe  a  milk-diet,  and  be  pumped  at  the  Bath: 
and  likewife  expreffing  his  zeal  for  the  defign  of 
aiTaiTmating  or  poiibning  the  king.  He  then  re- 
peated his  former  accufation  of  the  queen.  Wake- 
man  reminded  the  judge  of  the  informer's  iolemn 
declaration,  that  he  knew  nothing  agairift  him  but 
by  heariay.  He  proved,  by  his  own  fervant,  and 
the  apothecary  at  the  Bath,  that  he  did  not  write, 
but  dictate,  the  paper  fent  to  Amby  ;  and  that  no- 
thing could  be  more  abfurd  than  to  prefcribe  a 
milk-diet  with  the  ufe  of  the  Bath-water.  Bedloe 
prevaricated  fcanclaloufly  in  his  evidence  againil 
this  phyfician  :  who,  together  with  three  Benedic- 
tine monks  tried  at  the  fame  time,  were  acquitted 
by  the  jury.  Gates  and  Bedloe,  perceiving  their 
credit  was  now  entirely  blafted,  loudly  taxed  the 
chief-juflice  Scroggs  with  partiality,  becaufe  he 
acled  in  thefe  trials  with  unufual  moderation.  This 
judge  thought  proper  to  turn  with  the  tide  of  popu- 
lar prejudice  ;  and,  as  the  queen's  character  was, 
in  a  great  meaiiire,  concerned  with  that  of  her  phy- 
fician, he  was  unwilling  to  give  offence  to  the 
king,  without  any  proiped:  of  advantage. 
Rebellion  in  In  Scotland  the  duke  of  Lauderdale's  intereft  de- 
qu°ileddby  dined  apace.  He  had  been  accufed  before  the 
Monmouth.  council  of  England,  by  the  duke  of  Hamilton, 
and  feveral  other  noblemen,  who  proved  him  guilty 
of  the  mod  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  adminiitration. 
His  memory  had  begun  to  fail  him,  and  the  king- 
was  defirous  of  letting  him  fall  gently  -,  being  re- 
folved  to  veil  the  government  of  Scotja-nd  in  the 
hands  of  the  duke  of  'Monmouth,  who  was  now 
the  minion  of  the  people.  At  prelent  it  was  fo  re- 
laxed, and  the  diftraclions  in  England  were  fo  well 
known,  that  the  covenanters  rejected  all  reftraint, 
and  took ,  arms  in  defence  of  their  conventicles. 
They  hated  Sharpe,  archbifhop  of  St.  Andrews, 
with  the  moil  implacable  enmity,  as  an  apoflare, 
2  and 
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and  perfecutor  of  God's  people.  A  troop  of  thefe  A- c-  >679< 
armed  fanatics,  chancing  to  meet  this  prelate  and 
his  daughter  in  his  coach,  upon  a  heath  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  St.  Andrews,  dragged  him  from 
the  carriage  •,  ar.d,  without  paying  the  leaft  regard 
to  the  cries  and  intreaties  of  his  daughter,  murder- 
ed him  in  the  moft  barbarous  manner.  This  cruel 
affaffi nation  was  celebrated  by  the  covenanters  as 
an  exploit  meritorious  in  the  fight  of  God.  They 
became  more  and  more  inlblent  and  enterprizing. 
They  publifhed  a  declaration  againit  prelacy,  and 
burned  feveral  afts  of  parliament  in  the  market- 
place of  Rutherglen,  a  Imall  borough  near  Glaf- 
gow.  Captain  Graham,  afterwards  lord  Dundee, 
attacked  one  of  their  conventicles,  and  was  repulfed 
with  the  lois  of  thirty  men.  They  now  relblved  to 
try  their  fortune  in  the  field.  They  took  pofiefiion 
of  Glafgow ;  expelled  the  eftablifhed  clergy  •,  iflucd 
a  proclamation,  declaring  they  had  taken  up  arms 
againft  the  king's  fupremacy,  popery,  prelacy,  and 
a  popifh  luccelfor.  The  king  was  no  fooner  in- 
formed of  this  infurrection,  than  he  difpatched 
Monmouth  with  Ibme  troops  of  Englifh  cavalry  to 
•Scotland.  Thefe  being  joined  by  the  Scottifh. 
guards,  and  fome  regiments  of  militia,  marched 
againit  the  iniurgents,  who  were  pofted  at  Both- 
wel-bridge,  between  Glafgow  and  Hamilton,  to 
the  number  of  eight  thoufand,  commanded  by 
their  ministers.  They  defended  the  bridge  until 
their  ammunition  was  expended  :  then  they  retired  j 
and  Monmouth  pafling,  drew  up  his  forces  with- 
out oppofition.  They  could  not  ftand  the  fire  of 
his  artillery  ;  but  immediately  fled  in  confufion. 
Seven  hundred  were  killed  in  the  purfuit,  and 
twelve  hundred  taken  prifoners.  The  duke  treated 
them  with  great  lenity.  He  difmified  thofe  who 
promifed  to  live  peaceably  under  the  government. 
Three  hundred,  who  rejected  this  condition,  were 

embarked 
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A.C.  i679  embarked  for  the  plantations,  and  perifh'ed  in  the 
voyage.  The  duke  of  Monmouth  was  naturally 
brave  and  merciful ;  but  he  was  fuppofed  to  have 
courted  popularityon  this  occafion.  He  had  mar- 
ried a  Scottim  lady,  the  rich  heirefs  of  Buccleugh, 
allied  to  all  the  chief  nobility,  and  hoped  to  fucceed 
the  duke  of  Lauderdale  in  all  his  influence.  He 
prevailed  upon  the  king  to  grant  an  acT:  of  indem- 
nity in  favour  of  thofe  poor  wretches  who  had  been 
harrafled  and  hunted  into  rebellion  by  the  ieverity 
of  the  government  -,  but  Lauderdale  took  care  to 
draw  it  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  feemed  rathef 
a  full  pardon  to  him  and  all  his  adherents,  than 
an  indulgence  to  the  "  intercommuned"  cove- 
vanters. 

5U'kd"k"of  In  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  the  king  was  taken 
pairs  to  ill  of  an  intermitting-fever  at  Windfor.  This  be- 
Scotiand.  jng  thougnt  dangerous  by  the  phyficians,  Charles, 
with  the  privity  of  Efiex,  Sunderland,  and  Halli- 
fax,  fent  a  courier  for  the  duke  of  York,  who  re- 
turned privately  to  England  ;  but,  before  he  reach- 
ed Windfor,  the  king  was  recovered.  The  duke 
of  Monmouth  had  refigned  himfeif  to  the  manage- 
ment of  Shaftfbury,  and  feemed  to  afpire  at  the 
fuccefnon  to  the  crown.  He  was  highly  favoured 
by  the  king,  and  idolized  by  the  people :  never- 
thelefs,  the  duke  of  York,  being  fupported  with 
the  intereft  of  the  earls  of  Effex  and  Hallifax,  re- 
fufed  to  return  to  the  continent  until  Monmouth 
was  deprived  of  his  commifiion,  and  ordered  to 
quit  the  kingdom.  This  great  point  being  gained, 
the  duke  of  York  retired  again  to  Bruflcls  ;  but  he 
foon  obtained  leave  to  relide  in  Scotland,  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  conciliating  the  af- 
fections of  that  people,  and  be  at  hand,  in  cafe  of 
his  brother's  deceaie. 

Meal  tub         Before  he  left  England,  he  had  prevailed  upon 
?let'         the  king  to  poflpone  the  meeting  of  the  new  par- 
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Ilament  by  prorogation.  He  hoped,  that  as  theA-c-»&79- 
nation  began  to  cool,  his  right  to  tlie  iucceffion 
would  regain  the  ground  it  hacl  loft.  Befides,  he 
had  iome  expectation  from  a  new  plot,  which  he 
thought  would  tranflate  the  odium  from  the  catho- 
lics to  the  prefbyterians.  One  Dangerfield,  more 
infamous  (if  pofTiblt)  than  Gates  and  Bedloe,  a 
wretch  who  had  been  fet  in  the  pillory,  fcourged, 
branded,  and  tranfported  for  fraud,  felony,  and 
coining,  hatched  a  plot,  in  conjunction  with  a 
midwife  called  Cellier,  a  Roman  catholic  of  aban- 
doned morals.  They  were  laid  to  be  encouraged 
by  the  earl  of  Caitlemain,  the  countefs  of  Powis, 
and  the  five  popifh  lords  in  the  Tower.  Danger- 
field  declared  there  was  a  defign  on  foot  to  let  up  a 
new  form  of  government,  and  remove  the  king, 
with  the  royal  family.  He  communicated  this  in- 
telligence to  the  king  and  the  duke  of  York,  who 
fupplied  him  with  money,  and  countenanced  his' 
difcovery.  He  hid  fome  feditious  papers  in  the- 
lodgings  of  one  colonel  Manfel,  and  then  brought- 
cuitom-houfe  officers  into  the  apartments  to  iearch 
for  fmuggled  merchandize.  The  papers  were 
found;  and  the  council  having  examined  the  affair, 
concluded  they  were  forged  by  Dangerneld.  They 
ordered  all  the  places  he  frequented  to  be  fearched  ; 
and,  in  the  houfe  of  Cellier,  the  whole  fcheme  of 
the  confpiracy  was  difcovered  upon  paper,  conceal- 
ed in  a  meal-tub,  whence  it  acquired  the  name  of 
the  Meal-tub  plot.  >  Dangerfield  being  committed 
to  Newgate,  made  an  ample  confeflk>n  of  the 
forgery,  which  he  laid  was  contrived  by  the  earl  of 
Caitlemain,  the  countefs  of  Powis,  and  the  live 
lords  in  the  Tower :  that  the  defign  was  to  iuborn 
witneffes  to  prove  a  charge  of  fodomy  and  perjury 
upcn  Gates;  to  aflafiinate  the  earl  of  Shaftfbury  ; 
to  accufe  the  dukes  of  Monmouth  and  Bucking- 
ham, the  earls  of  ElTex,  Hallifax,  and  others,  of 
Nu  74.  M  having 
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A.C.  1679.  having  been  concerned  in  the  confpiracy  againft 
the  king  and  his  brother.  The  earl  of  Caftlemain 
and  the  countefs  of  Powis  were  fent  to  the  Tower ; 
and  the  king  himfelf  was  fufpe&ed  of  having  en- 
couraged this  impofture.  But  people,  who  reaibned 
without  prejudice,  believed  the  confeflion  and  in- 
formation were  equally  falfe. 

r3r!  of  The  earls  of  Efiex  and  Hallifax  prefled  the  king 

SJS3"1  to  aflemble  the  parliament:  but  he  was  afraid  of 
from  the  finding  them  irritated  by  this  new  difcovery  •,  and 
coundi.  tnerefore  withftood  all  their  importunities.  Dil- 

f lifted  at  this  refufal,  and  dreading  the  popular  re- 
ntment,  they  withdrew  themfelves  from  the  king's 
confidence.  Eflex  refigned  the  treafurer's  ftaff, 
which  was  beftowed  upon  Laurence  Hyde,  who, 
with  Sunderland  and  Godolphin,  became  his  chief 
counfellors.  Lord  RulTel,  one  of  the  rnoft  popular 
and  virtuous  men  in  the  nation,  quitted  the  council- 
board  :  Sir  William  Temple  retired  to  the  country; 
and  Shaftfbury  being  removed  from  the  board,  his 
place  was  filled  by  the  earl  of  Radnor.  The  im- 
mediate caufe  of  his  removal  was  an  infult  he  offer- 
ed to  the  king  in  his  abfence.  Charles  had  met 
his  brother  at  Newmarket,  from  whence  the  duke 
of  York  fet  out  for  Scotland :  this  interview  was  no 
iboner  known  to  Shaftfbury,  than  he  called  a 
council  at  Whitehall ;  and  prefled  them  to  prefent 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,reprefenting  the  danger  to 
which  his  life  was  expofed  from  the  duke's  prefence. 
Menmouth  This  turbulent  nobleman  finding  himfelf  ex- 
£,giand°  PeUed  frorr»  the  council,  and  from  all  fhare  in  the 
without  admin iftration,  advifed  Monmouth  to  return  to 
kaevc.tns$  England,  even  without  the  king's  leave.  Charles 
-refufed  to  fee  him  when  he  arrived  in  London,  but 
ordered  him  to  leave  the  kingdom.  Inftead  of 
obeying  this  command,  he  accompanied  Shaftf- 
bury in  a  progrels  through  many  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, among  thoufands  of  people  who  affembled 

to 
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to  fee   this  darling  of  the  Englifh  nation.     Such  A-c- '6r? 
conduct  Teemed  to  indicate  a  deiign  againft  the  ef-  Burnet 
tablimed  government,  and  induced  many  perfons  L'Eftrang-. 
of  cohfideration  to  efpoufe  the  intereft  of  the  duke  Rapm* 
of  York,   rather  than  lee  their  coun-try  reinvolved 
in  the  miferies  of  a  civil  war.    Shaftfbury,  by  means 
of  his  emifTaries,  procured  petitions  to  the   king 
from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  demanding  a 
parliament  •,  and  excited  fuch  a  fpirit  of  difcontent 
againft  the  government,  as  feemed  to  prognosticate 
a  very  dangerous  rebellion.  Charles~was  extremely 
incenfed  at  the  duke  of  Monmonth  •,  and  chagrin- 
ed at  feeing  himfelf  deferted  by  his  counfellors. 
Lord  Cavendifh,  Sir  Henry  Capel,  and  Mr.  Powel, 
difcontinued  their  attendance  at  council;   arid  fome 
places  in  the  admiralty  were  rclinquifhed.     All  the 
antiminifterial  members  were  re-elected  in  the  new 
parliament;  and  the  whole  nation  was  filled  with 
murmurs,  that  foretold  a  florm  like  that  which  had 
fwept  his  father  from  the  throne. 

The   nearnefs   and   importance  of  the  danger  rh<  oPPo 
feemed  to  infpire   him  with  more  vigour  than  he  fl";  '»#'«"• 

rr  r        T-L  r  d.ftmguifli- 

was  ever  known  to  porTels.  The  parliament  meet  ed  hy  the 
ing  on  the  twenty -fixth  day  of  January,  he  told  ™"e  ^ 
them,  in  a  fhort  fpcech,  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  Tory! a" 
the  nation  rendered  an  intermifiion  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary ;  and  therefore  he  prorogued  them  to  the 
fifteenth  day  of  April,  Then  he  declared  in  coun- 
cil, that  he  had  ordered  the  duke  of  York  to  re- 
turn to  court,  judging  his  prelence  necefldry  at  a 
time  when  queftions  were  itarted,  in  which  his  in- 
tereft was  fo  nearly  concerned.  That  prince  re- 
turned in  February,  and  was  received  by  his  bro- 
ther wkh  extraordinary  marks  of  affection.  In  all 
probability,  his  advice  and  exhortations  corrobo- 
rated the  kfrig's  refolution  :  fo  that  he  determined 
to  try  his  ftrength  with  that  reftlefs  faction  which 
he  could  not  appeafe.  The  partifans  of  the  court 
M  2  retorted 
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A.  c.  1680.  retorted  the  practice  of  petitions  upon  their  anta'- 
gonifts.  They  took  care  to  provide  a  great  num- 
ber of  addrefles  to  his  rnajefty,  exprefling  their  ab- 
horrence of  the  licentious  freedom  which  had  been 
taken  in  demanding  a  parliament.  One  fide  was 
diflinguimed  by  the  name  of  Petitioners  ;  the  other 
acquired  the  appellation  of  Abhorrers.  As  their 
mutual  animoflty  increafed,  they  reviled  each  other 
in  the  mod  opprobrious  terms.  The  party  in  the 
oppofition  compared  the  courtiers  to  the  Irifh  ban- 
ditti, called  Tories ;  and  they,  on  the  other  hand, 
exprefied  their  contempt  of  the  antkourtiers,  by 
clafling  them  under  the  title  of  Whigs,  a  term  of 
reproach  formerly  given  to  the  rigid  covenanters  of 
Scotland,  who  were  fupppfed  to  live  upon  a  kind. 
of  buttermilk  called  Whig  in  that  country.  From 
thefe  beginnings  were  derived  the  famous  names  of 
Whig  and  Tory,  which  ftill  ferve  to  diftinguifh  the 
factions  of  England,  though  they  have  Itrangely 
varied  from  their  original  fignification. 
Tn«  king's  The  whigs  were  headed  by  the  earl  of  Shaftfbury, 
declaration  who  was  bent  upon  the  ruin  of  the  duke  of  York, 
r  them^  in  oppofition  to  whom  he  let  up  the  duke  of  Mon- 
gitimacy  of  mouth.  He  not  only  conducted  him  in  the  road 
to  popularity,  but  circulated  a  report  that  the  king 
had  been  actually  married  to  Mrs.  Walters  the 
duke's  mother;  and  that  the  contract  of  marriage 
was  in  a  black  box,  intrufted  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Gilbert  Gerard.  The  king,  in  a  council  afTembled 
for  the  purpofe,  declared  this  rumour  was  falie  ; 
and  defired  that  a  minute  inquiry  might  be  fet  on 
foot,  to  diicover  the  author  of  fuch  malicious  flan- 
der.  Gerard  being  fummoned  to  appear,  declared 
upon  oath,  that  he  never  had  any  fuch  contract  in 
his  hands,  and  never  heard  that  any  fuch  writing 
exifted.  At  laft  the  king  publifhed  a  declaration, 
that  he  never  was  married,  nor  contracted  to  Mrs, 
or  §arlow,  mother  to  the'duke  of  Mon- 

mouth, 
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mouth,  nor  to  any  perfon  whatfoever,  but  queenA- c- l6So- 
Catharine.  This  declaration,  atteited  by  all  the 
privy-counfellors  then  prefent,  was  entered  upon 
record  in  the  court  of  chancery.  In  the  fummer, 
the  earl  of  Caftlemain,  and  Cellier  the  midwife, 
were  tried  on  account  of  the  meal  tub  plot,  and  ac- 
quitted ;  and  the  grand-jury  threw  out  the  bill  of 
indictment  againft  the  countefs  of  Powis. 

Bedloe  died  in  Auguft  at  Briftol,  and  not  only 
infifted  upon  the  truth  of  his  evidence  againft  the 
jefuits,  but  alfo  accufed  the  duke  and  the  queen  of 
having  been  concerned  in  the  defign  of  introducing 
popery  into  England.  He  likewife  declared  he 
had  many  other  circumftances  to  difcover,  of  im- 
portance to  the  king  and  nation ;  and  befought  the 
chief-juftice  North,  who  vifited  him  in  his  illnefs, 
to  intercede  with  his  majefty  for  fome  allowance  on 
which  he  could  fubfift.  This  folicitation  plainly 
proves  he  did  not  ihink  himfelf  dying,  and  invali- 
dates the  credit  which  is  fuppofed  due  to  a  death- 
bed confeffion.  Befides,  if  he  was  really  guilty  of 
the.  blood  of  fo  many  ianocent  perfons,  he  mufi 
have  been  hardened  in  a  long  courfe  of  villainy, 
beyond  all  Cenfe  of  penitence  and  remorie. 

Though  the  court-party  had  of  late  gained 
ground,  thofe  in  the  oppofition  made  ftrong  efforts 
to  retain  their  influence  in  the  nation.  Clayton  the 
mayor  of  London,  having  named  a  perfon  for 
fheriff,  who  was  difagreeable  to  the  faction,  the 
common -hall  rejected  him,  and  chofc  Bethel  and 
Cornifh,  two  noted  independents  and  republicans, 
who  facrificed  their  religion  to  their  intereft,  fo  far 
as  to  take  the  oaths  and  the  facrament,  and  renounce 
the  covenant,  to  qualify  themfelves  for  this  em- 
ployment. Then  the  common-council  defired  the 
mayor  to  petition  the  king  to  affemble  the  parlia- 
ment :  and  a  proclamation  was  in  a- few  days  pub- 
Jiflied,  to  inform  the  public  that  the  parliament 
M  3  would 
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A.  c.  1680.  would  aflfemble  on  the  twenty  -firft  day  of  October. 
Shaftfbury,  attended  by  the  earl  of  Huntington,  the 
Thedtllceof  lords  RufTel,  Cavendifh,  Grey,  Brandon,  Sir  Henry 
Caverly,  Sir  Gilbert  Gerard,  and  Sir  William 
Cooper,  appeared  in  Weftminfter-hall,  and  pre- 
fented  to  the  grand  jury  of  Middlefex  a  bill  of  in- 
dictment againft  the  duke  of  York,  as  a  popifh  re- 
cufant.  Before  the  jury  fixed  on  any  determina- 
tion concerning  this  unexpected  prefentment,  they 
were  luddenly  difmi/Ted  by  the  chief-juftice.  This 
ftep  in  Shaftfbury  was  a  declaration  of  eternal  war 
againft  the  duke  of  York,  by  which  he  afcertained 
his  inviolate  attachment  to  his  party.  Charles, 
alarmed  at  their  preemption,  thought  proper  to 
do  fomething  to  render  the  parliament  lefs  impla- 
cable. He  infifted  upon  his  brother's  returning  to 
Scotland,  until  the  ilorm  mould  be  overblown,  a£ 
furing  him  he  would  never  abandon  his  intereil; 
and  the  duke,  though  not  without  reluctance,  com- 
plied with  his  requeft. 

When  the  parliament  afiembled,  the  king  in  his 
of  the  com  fpeech  to  bothhoufes.  informed  them  of  his  having 
^wVTrih!  concluded  an  alliance  with  Spain.  He  declared 
mcnc  againft  himfelf  ready  to  concur  with  them  in  all  reafonable 
Vork""e  °  expedients  for  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftant  reli- 
gion, provided  no  prejudice  mould  be  offered  to 
the  fucceflion.  He  exhorted  them  to  prqfecute  the 
inquiry  into  the  cpnfpiracy  •,  demanded  a  lupply 
for  the  fuppo-t  of  Tangier,  which  he  couid  not 
maintain  without  their  afiiftance  •,  and  above  all 
^hings  recominended  a  ftrict  unio.n  between  them 
and  him,  as  the  chief  article  that  would  enfure  the 
ftrength  and  profpefity  of  the  nation.  The  com- 
mons having  chofen  their  fpeaker,  began  the  lef- 
fnn  by  expelling  fomeof  their  own  members,  who 
had  fubfcribed  the  petitions  of  the  abhorrers  :  for 
the  lame  realon  they  preiented  an  addrefs  to  the 
king,  defiring  he  would  remove  from  all  public 
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employment  Sir  George  Jefferys  recorder  of  Lon-  A-c»  l6So« 
don,  and  tirft  judge  of  Cheiter.  They  inherited 
all  the  eagernefs  of  the  laft  parliament,  with  refpedl 
to  the  confpiracy.  They  received  the  informations 
of  the  new  witnefles,  Dangerfield,  Jennifon,  Dug- 
dale,  and  one  Turberville  j  and  they  recommended 
Dr.  Tongue  to  the  king,  for  the  nrft  good  bene- 
Jfice  in  the  gift  of  the  crown  that  mould  become  va- 
cant. The  lords  Ruflel  and  Capel  expatiated  upon 
all  the  fteps  which  the  government  had  taken  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  nation,  They  imputed  them 
wholly  to  the  counfels  of  papifts ;  and  exaggerated 
the  dangers  to  which  the  kingdom  would  be  ex- 
pofed  from  a  popifh  fucceflbr.  They  were  fecond- 
ed  by  a  great  number  of  members,  Ibine  of  whom 
fpoke  ot  the  duke  in  the  moft  virulent  terms.  At 
length,  the  houfe  renewed  the  votes  which  had 
patted  againft  him  in  the  former  parliament,  when 
lord  Rullel  moved,  that  a  committee  mould  be  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill  for  excluding  the  duke 
of  York  from  the  throne.  This  meafure,  fb  repug- 
nant to  the  king's  inclination,  was  efpoufed  not 
only  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  but  even  by  the 
dutcheis  of  Portfmouth,  who  in  all  probability 
thought,  that  mould  the  duke  of  York  be  fee 
afide,  her  fon  might  have  fome  chance  for  the  fuc- 
cettion. 

There  was  now  a  very  powerful  party  formed  Argument* 
againft  the  court,  whether  we  refped:   the  talents  fa°rj;ann^the 
or  the  intereft  of  thofe  that  were  in  the  oppofition  ;  wii  of  ex- 
but  Charles  was  aflured  of  the  church,  which  had  clufioB> 
ever  adhered  to   lineal   fucceflion;    of   all  thole 
loyalifts  who  detefted   fanaticifm  and  republican 
principles  ;  and  of  a  great  number,  who,  from  a 
fmcere  regard  to  their  country,  dreaded  the  revi- 
val of  that   anarchy  from  which  the  nation  had 
been  fo  lately  delivered.     The  motion  for  the  bill 
M  4  of 
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A:C  isso  of  exclufion  produced  violent  debates  in  the  lower 
houfe,  which  were  maintained  with  great  eloquence 
and  vivacity.     It  was  fupported  by -lord  Ruflel,  Sir 
William  Jones,  Sir  Francis  Winnington,  Sir  Henry 
Capel,  Sir  William  Pulteney,  colonel  Titus,  Treb>\ 
•Hambden,  and  Montague.     It  was  oppofed  by  Sir 
L^oline  Jenkins  fecretary  of  ftate,  Sir  John  Erneley 
•chancellor  of  the  exchequer,   Sir  William  Temple, 
Hyde,  and  Seymour.     The  exclufionifts  afTerted, 
That  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of  England, 
had  a  right  to  alter  any  part  of  the  conftitution  : 
That  the  lineal  fucceffion  to  the  ctown  of  England 
had  been  often  fet  afide  •,  and  that  fuch  an  expe- 
dient was  never  fo  necefiary  as  at  the  prefent  junc- 
ture, when  the  duke's   bigotry  to  the  church  of 
Rome,  his  connexions  with  catholic  princes,  and 
his  own  arbitrary  difpofition,  threatened  the  nation 
with  the  re-eftablimment  of  popery,  the  perlecu- 
"tion,  and  even  the  extirpation  of  the  protcftants, 
together  with  fuch  acts  of  oppreflion  as  would  in- 
•ftigate'  the  people  to  take  arms  in  their  own  de- 
fence,  and  intail  another  civil  war  upon  the  king- 
dom.    Thofe  who  oppofed  the  bill,   argued  that 
the  right  of  luceeffiori  was  deemed  a  fundamental 
principle  in  all  European  monarchies  •,  and  had  ne- 
ver b^en  fet  afide  but  by  fuccefsful  ufurpation  or 
abfolute  tyranny  :  that  it  could  never  be  altered, 
without  'expofing  the  kingdom  to  the  moil  violent 
convulfions,  unlefs  the  whole  nation  concurred  in  the 
change  :    that  a  legiflature  which  deviates  from  a 
fundamental  point   of  the  conftitution,   fubverta 
that  very  principle  of  authority  on  which  itfelf  is 
founded  :  that  although  individuals  acquiefce   in 
common  laws  enacted  by  a  majority  in  parliament, 
the  cafe  would  be  very  different,  were  the  lineal' 
luccefiion   to  be  altered.     A  very  powerful  party 
would  oppofe  this  violation  of  the  conftitution,  and 
4  num- 
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jiumberlefs  mifchiefs  would  enfue  :  that  the  duke  A-  c- 168°- 
of  York  had  folemnly  promiied  his  religion  mould 
never  affeft  his  public  conduct  :  that  the  confide- 
ration  of  his  own  intereft  would  prevent  him  from 
re-eilablifhing  a  religion  fo  diametrically  oppofite 
to  the  genius  of  the  people ;  or,  if  that  mould 
prove  too  weak,  the  limitations  which  the  king  had 
propofed  would  effectually  reftrain  him  from  giving 
way  to  the  dictates  of  his  fuperftition.  Laftly, 
they  obferved,  that  the  king  was  determined  to 
rifque  every  thing  rather  than  facrifice  the  right  of 
fucceffion  •,  and  therefore  it  would  be  necefiary  to 
confiderthe  confequences  of  driving  their  fovereign 
to  extremity. 

Notv/ithftanding  thefe  arguments,  the  bill  was  It  pa(res  in 
carried  by  a  great  majority :  but  it  met  with  ano-  the  lower 
ther  fate   in   the  upper  houfe,  where  the  whole  Krown* 
bench  of  biihops,  except  three,  declared  againit  it,  our.bx  the 
-as  a  dangerous  innovation.     It  was  defended  by lorQS' 
Shaftfbury,   Eilex,  and  Sunderland.     They  were 
anfwered  by  Hallifax,  who  difplayed  a  furprifing 
extent  of  capacity ;  and  in  eloquence  far  outfhone 
his  uncle  Shaftfbury,  againil  whonxhe  was  animated 
by  refentment  and  emulation.     The  king  was  pre- 
ient  at  the  debate,  which  was  prolonged  till  eleven 
at  night,  when  the  bill  was  thrown  out  by  a  ma- 
jority of  thirty-three.     The  commons  were  ex- 
tremely mortified   at  this  difappointment;  and  fo 
incenied  againfl  Hallifax,  that  they  addreffed  the 
king  to  remove  him  from  his  councils  andprefence 
for  ever,  on  pretence  of  his  having  advifed  the  late 
prorogation  of  parliament.     When  the  king,  by  a 
meflagc,  exhorted  them  to  difpatch  the  affair  of  the 
conlpiracy,  and  proceed  to  the  trial  of  the  lords  in 
the  Tower,  they  anfwered,   that  the  delay  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the   pernicious  counfels  of  thole  who 
had  advifed  him  to  diffolve  the  lad  parliament,  and 
prorogue  the  prefent.     Inftead  of  complying  with 

his 
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A. c.  1680.  njs  demand  for  the  relief  of  Tangier,  which  was 
befiegcd  by  the  king  of  Morocco,  they  recapitu- 
lated all  the  inftances  of  mifconducft,  which  his 
whole  reign  afforded  :  fome  of  the  members  plain- 
ly faid,  that  fliould  they  grant  a  fum  of  money  for 
this  fervice,  it  would  in  all  probability  be  converted 
to  another  ufe.  They  obferved  that,  although 
above  a  million  had  been  raifed  for  a  new  navy,  the 
king  had  not  built  one  fmgle  (hip-,  that  two  mil- 
lions, granted  for  the  fupport  of  the  triple  alliance, 
had  been  employed  to  deftroy  that  connexion  ;  and 
that  the  king  had  received  a  million  to  wage  war 
with  France,  at  a  time  when  he  was  under  a  lecret 
engagement  with  Lewis  to  effect  a  pacification. 
They  drew  up  a  remonftrance,  in  eighteen  articles, 
reprefenting  the  danger  to  which  the  nation  was  ex- 
pofed,  from  the  favour  fhewn  to  papifts,  and  in- 
fmuating  that  the  king  was  concerned  in  a  con- 
fpiracy  againft  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  liber- 
ty of  his  people. 

Trial  of  lord  They  refolved  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon 
5uffordl  lord  Stafford,  one  of  the  prilbners  in  the  Tower, 
uncle  to  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  a  nobleman  of  nar- 
row underftanding,  and  already  overwhelmed  with 
age  and  infirmities.  On  the  thirtieth  day  of 
November,'  he  was  brought  to  trial  by  his  peers, 
the  chancellor,  now  created  earl  of  Nottingham, 
being  appointed  lord  high-fleward  for  the  occafion. 
The  evidences  againft  him  were  Dugdale,  Oates, 
and  Turberville.  The  firil  depoled  that  lord  Staf- 
ford, at  Tixhall,  the  houie  of  lord  Afton,  had 
tempted  him  with  the  offer  of  five  hundred  pounds 
to  murder  the  king.  Oates  fwore,  that  he  faw 
lord  Stafford  receive  from  Fen  wick  a  commifliori 
for  being  pay mafter- general  to  the  army.  Turber- 
ville declared,  that  he  had  converted  with  lord 
Stafford  at  Paris,  where  he  promifed  to  make  his 
fortune,  if  he  would  afiaflinate  the  king,  who  was 
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a  heretic,  and  a  rebel  againft  God  Almighty.  The  A-c-  »**<>• 
prifoner  made  fuch  a  defence  as  equally  furprifed 
his  friends  and  enemies.     He  proved  Dugdale  to 
be  a  knave,  who  had  cheated  lord  Afton,  defrauded 
his  fervants,  and  contracted  debts,  for  which  he 
had  been  committed  to  prifon,  from  whence  he 
had  no  other  way  of  extricating  hirriielf  but  by 
turning  informer.     He   likewife  made  it  appear, 
that  he  was  not  at  Tixhall  on  the  day  mentioned  by 
the  evidence.      He  invalidated  the   teftimony  of 
Gates,  by  enumerating   the  omiffions,   additions, 
and  palpable  contradictions   in  his  former  depofi- 
tions  i  by  reminding  the  court  of  his  perfidious  dif- 
fimulation  in  point  of  religion  ;  his  folemn  abjura- 
tions and  execrations  to  j'upport  that  falmood  by 
which  he  owned  his  credit  was  eftablimed  among 
the  jefuits ;  and  the  improbability  that  a  man  con- 
cerned in  a  confpiracy  of  fuch  importance,  mould 
have  been  abandoned  to  that  mifery  with  which  he 
was  oppreffed  when  he  firft  turned  informer.     He 
proved  that  Turberville  had  eloped  from  a  convent, 
and  turned  trooper  in  the  French  fervice,  from 
whence  he  had  deferred :  that  he  lived  in  theutmoft 
indigence  in  London,  and  had  been  heard  to  fay,* 
"  By  God !  there  is  no  better  bufinefs  than  that 
**  of  an  informer :"  and  his  fervants  fwore  they 
had  never  feen. Turberville'  with  their  lord,  either 
in  France  or  in  England.     The  prifoner  obferved, 
that  through  a  courfe  of  forty  years,  he  had  pre- 
ferved  his  loyalty  in  the  midft  of  danger,  difficulty, 
and  civil  confufion  ;  and  that  it  was  not  credible 
he  mould  now,  in  his  old  age,  when  brokrn  with 
infirmities,  renounce  the  eale  and  affluence  he  en- 
joyed, to  belye  his  former  conduct,  and  engage  in 
fuch  a  villainous  con ipiracy  againft  his  fovereign, 
who  had  been  always  to  him  remarkably  generous 
#nd  indulgent. 

7  Not- 
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A.C.  ,6go.  Notwithftanding  the  ftrength  of  his  defence,  the 
He  is  con-  fimpHcity  of  his  deportment,  and  his  pathetic  pro- 
ted<ia.nd  teftations  of  innocence,  he  was  convicted  of  high, 
treafon  by  a  majority  of  four  and  twenty  voices. 
Hearing  the  verdict,  he  exclaimed,  "  God's  holy 
"  name  be  praifed !"  When  the  high-fteward  gave 
him  to  underftand  that  the  peers  would  intercede 
with  his  majefty,  that  his  fentence  might  be  miti- 
gated into  decapitation,  he  med  a  flood  of  tears, 
telling  them  he  was  not  moved  to  this  weaknefs  by 
the  fear  of  death,  but  by  a  deep  fenfe  of  their  good- 
neis.  Though  he  was  not  afraid  to  diev  he  dif- 
covered  a  delire  of  life  ;  and  fent  a  mefiage  to  the 
lords,  intimating  that  he  would  difcover  all  he 
knew  of  any  defigns  againft  the  government.  Be- 
ing  brought  to  rhe  houfe,  he  difcloied  fome  fchemes 
in  which  he  had  been  concerned,  for  obtaining  a 
toleration  in  favour  of  the  catholics  •,  and  mention- 
ed the  earl  of  Shaftfbury  as  one  who  had  under- 
taken to  procure  this  indulgence.  The  lords  would 
not  fuffer  him  to  proceed  •,  but  remanded  him  to 
the  Tower,  where  he  began  to  prepare  for  death 
with  equal  courage  and  refignation.  On  the 
twenty- ninth  day  of  December  he  was  brought  to 
thefcaffold,  where,  in  the  moft  earned  manner,  he 
declared  himfelf  innocent  of  the  crimes  laid  to  his 
charge.  He  fpoke  of  the  witnefles  with  charity 
and  ccmpaifion  •,  difavowed  all  the  murdering  and 
immoral  principles. imputed  to  the  Roman  catho- 
lics -,  and  exprefled  his  hope  that  the  public  would 
loon  be  undeceived,  and  do  juftice  to  his  injured 
reputation.  The  populace  were  melted  at  the 
meeknefs,  piety,  and  refignation  of  this  antient 
nobleman,  whole  character,  had  been  always  un- 
tainted, till  the  date  of  this  accufation.  When  he 
repeated  his  proteftations  with  regard  to  his  inno- 
cence, they  cried  aloud,  "  We  believe  you, 
'•'  my  lord— -God  bkfs  you,  my  lord."  Even 
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the  executioner  was  foftened :  he  could  not  perform  *•  c-  ^to 
his  office  without  hefitation  and  marks  of  fym- 
pathy  ;  and  when  he  held  up  the  head,  according 
to  cuftom,  exlaiming,  "  This  is  the  head  of  a- 
**  traitor,"  no  expreffion  of  affent  was  heard  :  all 
was  ftill,  filent,  and  forrowful. 

This  was  the  laft  blood  flied  on  account  of  that  The  com- 
pretended  confpiracy,  which  was  invented  by  a  few  tr 
needy  mifcreants,  for  the  purpofe  of  raifmg  them-  meaium 
felves  from  indigence  and  contempt  •,  and  after-  LlbM "« 
wards  foftered  by  a  dangerous  faction,  to  blow  up  gour. 
the  flames  of  difcord  through  the  kingdom.     To' 
anfwer  this  perfidious  aim,  they  fcrupled  not  to 
abufe  a  whole  people  ;    to  exafperate  them  into  a 
favage  difregard  of  truth  and  common  juilice  •,  and 
to  exercife  fuch  acts  of  barbarity  as  will  remain 
upon  record,  an  indelible  flam  upon  the  character 
of  the    nation.     The  commons  demanded   other 
victims  than  lord  Stafford,  who  had  difappointed 
them  greatly,  in  the  hope  they  had  conceived  that 
he  would  make  fome  difcovery  that  would  ferve  to 
keep  up  the  general  ferment,  which  now  began  to 
fubfide.   They  voted,  that  a  bill  mould  be  brought  Bumet. 
in  for  banifhing  the  moft  considerable  papifts  from  Tempie. 
the  kingdom :  that  while  the  catholics  retained  any  L'EftranS<r 
hope  of  feeing  the  duke  of  York  afcend  the  throne, Ralph% 
the  perfon  of  the  king,  the  proteftant  religion,  and 
the  lives  and  liberties   of  the  people,  would  be  in 
imminent  danger.     Then  they  refolved  to  prepare 
a  bill  for  an  aflbciation  to  defend  the  king's  perfon, 
t"he  proteftant  religion,  and  all  perfons  of  that  per- 
fuafion,  againft  invafion  and  opposition  •,  as  well  as 
to  prevent  the  duke  of  York,  or  any  other  popifh 
prince,  from  fucceeding  to  the  throne  of  England. 
They  propofed  feveral  other  bills,  as   reftrictions 
on  the  prerogative ;  and,  in  an   addrefs,  befought 
his  majefty  to  grant  his  affent  to  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment for  excluding  his  brother  from  the  fuecefiion. 

Charles, 
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A,  c.  1681.  Charles,  in  his  anfwer,  faid  he  was  lorry  to  find 
them  fo  much  attached  to  the  bill  of  exclufion, 
againft  which  his  own  opinion  was  confirmed  by 
that  of  the  lords.  He  recommended  to  them  the 
confideration  of  fome  other  means  for  maintaining 
the  proteflant  religion  :  he  wilhed  they  would  take 
cogni2ance  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  the  fitu- 
ation  of  Chriftendom,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would 
enable  him  to  fuccour  Tangier,  iupporthis  alliances, 
and  fecurethe  peace  of  the  kingdom.  Before  they 
received  this  anfwer,  they  had  brought  in  a  bill  for 
exempting  proteftant  nonconformifts  from  the 
penalties  impofed  by  an  acl:  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth  -,  and  it  paffed  through  both  houfes :  but 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  concealed  it,  by  the  king's 
order ;  fo  that  when  he  came  to  the  houfe,  it  was 
not  to  be  found.  He  had  always  declared  for  a 
general  indulgence,  the  benefit  of  which  would 
have  extended  to  his  catholic  fiibjects :  but  he 
thought  the  prefbyterians,  whofe  intereft  predo- 
minated in  this  parliament,  had  little  reafon  to  ex- 
pect he  would  indulge  them  with  an  exclufive  tole- 
ration. The  commons  drew  up  articles  of  im- 
peachment againft  lord  chief-juftice  Scroggs,  for 
having  endeavoured  to  ftifle  the  confpiracy ;  and 
for  having  diflmifled  the  grand  jury  of  Middlefex 
in  an  irregular  manner,  when  the  duke  of  York 
was  prelemed  as  a  popifh  recufant.  They  concur- 
red with  the  lords  in  voting  that  there  actually  was, 
and  had  been  for  feveral  years,  a  horrible  confpiracy 
-  in  Ireland,  hatched  by  the  papifls,  to  mafiacre  the 
proteilants,  and  overturn  the  eftablifhed  govern- 
ment of  that  kingdom  •,  and  that  the  hope  of  fee- 
ing the  duke  of  York  upon  the  throne  of  England, 
had  encouraged  the  faid  confpiracy.  The  lower 
houfe,  after  violent  debates  upon  the  king's  laft 
anfwer,  refolved,  that  the  aft  of  exclufion  was  the 
only  fuffkient  fecurity  for 'the  king's  life,  the  pro- 
teftant 
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teftant  religion,  and  the  efiablifhed  government :  A-c- l68lt 
that,  until  fuch  an  aft  mould  pafs,  the  commons 
could  not  grant  any  fupplies,  without  endangering 
the  king's  peribn  and  the  proteftant  religion,  and 
betraying  the  peopfe  they  reprefented :  that  all 
thofe  who  had  adviled  his  majeily  to  perfift  in  op- 
pofing  the  bill  of  exclufion,  had  given  pernicious 
counfel,  were  favourers  of  popery,  and  enemies  to 
the  king  and  kingdom.  They  refolved  that  an  ad- 
drefs  mould  be  prefented  to  the  king,  defiring  he 
would  remove  from  his  prefence  and  councils  the 
earls  of  Halifax,  Worcefter,  Clarendon,  Fevedham, 
and  Laurence  Hyde.  They  voted,  that  whoever 
mould  lend  money,  or  promote  loans  to  the  king, 
upon  the  cuftoms,  excife,  or  other  taxes,  or  accept 
or  purchafe  tallies,  or  anticipations,  upon  the  king's 
revenues,  fhould  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  parlia- 
ments, and  profccuted  as  fuch  by  the  two  houfes. 

Thefe  violent  proceedings  plainly  demonftrated  The  king 
thac  they  either  intended  to  involve  the  kingdom  d£^g^ 
in  a  civil  war,  or  hoped  the  king's  eafy  temper 
would  be  intimidated  or  influenced  into  a  defertion 
of  his  brother's  interefl.  Their  infolence,  however, 
ferved  only  to  excite  his  refentment,  without  im- 
pairing his  refolution.  The  duchefs  of  Portf- 
mouth  fell  upon  her  knees,  and  begged  he  would 
not  ruin  himlelf  for  the  fake  of  his  brother.  Mr. 
Sidney,  his  ambaflador  at  the  Hague,  tranfmitted 
to  him  a  memorial  written  by  Fagel,  penfionary  of 
Holland,  to  prove  that  the  king  could  not  fupport 
the  duke  of  York,  without  abandoning  the  interefts 
of  Europe.  He  refilled  all  importunities  and  re- 
monftrances  with  furprifing  fortitude  -,  and,  rather 
than  injure  his  brother,  refolved  to  prorogue  ths 
parliament.  This  was  a  power  which  he  had  not, 
like  his  father,  refigned.  The  commons  receiving 
intimation  of  his  defign,  before  he  went  to  the 
houfe  of  lords,  voted,  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  that 

whoever 
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A.  c.  1681.  whoever  advifed  his  majefty  to  prorogue  the  par- 
liament, was  a  traitor  to  the  king,  the  kingdom, 
and  the  proteflant  religion,  apenfioner  of  France* 
and  one  who  favoured  the  interefts  of  that  crown  : 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  the  afbs  made  in 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  againft  popifh  recu- 
fants,  ought  not  to  extend  to  proteftant  difienters  ; 
and  that  the  profecution  of  proteftant  nonconfor- 
mifts  is  an  oppreflion  upon  the  fubjedt :  that  it 
weakens  the  proteftant  intereft,  encourages  popery, 
and  is  productive  of  dangerous  confequences  to  the 
kingdom  :  that  thanks  be  given  to  the  city  of  Lon- 
don for  their  loyalty,  care,  and  vigilance,  in  the 
prefervation  of  the  king  and  the  proteftant  reli- 
gion :  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  the  great 
fire  of  London  was  kindled  by  the  papifts,  in  order 
to  introduce  popery  and  arbitrary  power  :  that  an- 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  defiring  him  to 
reftore  the  duke  of  Monmouth  to  all  his  offices,  of 
which  he  had  been  diverted  by  the  influence  of 
the.-duke  of  York.  Theie  votes  had  fcarce  parTed 
when  the  uihtr  of  the  black  rod  came  and  fum- 
moned  them  to  the  upper  houfe,  where  the  king 
paffed  fome  bills ;  and  then  the  chancellor  pro- 
rogued them  till  the  twentieth  day  of  January.  In 
three  days  after  this  prorogation,  the  mayor  and 
common-council  of  London  prefented  an  addrefs  to 
his  majefty,  befeeching  him  to  re-affemble  the  par- 
liament at  the  appointed  time,  that  they  might  re- 
gulate the  important  affairs  of  the  kingdom.  This 
remonftrance  ferved  only  to  irritate  the  king,  who 
ifTued  a  proclamation,  diflblving  the  parliament.  At 
the  fame  time  he  convoked  another  to  meet  on  the 
twenty  firft  day  of  March,  at  Oxford. 
Spmt  and  Though  he  knew  the  intereft  of  the  prefbyterians 
*h-lenw  °f  ^^  prevailed  in  all  the  corporations,  he  refolved  to 
try  every  expedient  for  obtaining  a  parliament  that 
fhould  be  Ids  implacable  ;  and  he  'was  defirous  of 

meeting 
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meeting  them  at  a  diftance  from  London,  which  A-c-  «**». 
had  been  always  unpropitious  to  him  and  his  fami- 
ly. It  was  hot  without  reafon  that  he  dreaded  the 
inhabitants  of  this  opulent  city.  They  re-eleded 
the  four  members  who  had  reprefented  them  in  the 
two  laft  parliaments.  They  prefented  them  with 
an  addrefs  of  thanks  for  their  endeavours  to  obtain 
an  aft  of  exclufion  againft  the  duke  of  York.  They 
cxprefTed  their  hope  that  the  members  would  never 
agree  to  any  fupplics,  until  the  kingdom  mould  be 
fecured  againft  popery  and  arbitrary  power  ;  and 
declared  they  would  fupport  them  with  their  lives 
and.  fortunes.  The  example  of  London  was  fol- 
lowed by  almoft  all  the  corporations  in  the  king- 
dom ;  fo  that  the  king  forefaw  he  mould  be  at  the 
head  of  the  fame  parliament  he  had  diflblved.  The 
duke  of  Monmouth,  with  fifteen  peers,  prefented 
an  addrefs  to  the  king,  petitioning  that  his  majefty 
would  not  afiemble  the  parliament  at  Oxford, 
where  the  two  houfes  could  not  meet  with  fafety, 
or  debate  with  freedom,  while  expofed  to  the  at- 
tempts of  .the  papifts,  a  great  number  of  which 
had  infmuated  themfelves  into  his  majefty's  guards. 
This  was  a  mortifying  remonflrance  to  Charles, 
who  would  not  favour  the  petitioners  with  any  an- 
fwer,  but  eyed  them  with  looks  of  indignation. 

Each  party  had  for  fome  time  reviled  and  ridi-  informatron 
culed  the  other  in  pamphlets  and  libels  ;  and  this  by  F«t*- 
praclice  was  attended  with  a  remarkable  incident.  hams' 
One  Fitzharris,  an  Irifh  papift,  dependent  on  the 
duchefs  of  Portfmouth,   for  whofe  perufal  he  ufed 
to  purchafe  thole  occafional  fatires,  propofed  to  a 
Scotchman  of  the  name  of  Everhard,  to  write  a 
libel  againft  the  king  and  the  duke  of  York.     The 
Scot  was  actually  a  fpy  for  the  exclufionifts.     He 
believed  this  was  a  fcheme  to  entrap  him,  and  re- 
folved  to  retort  the  intended  mifchief  on  the  head 
of  Fitzhams.     He  afifented  to  the  propoial,  and 

V'74-  N  they 
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A.C.  1681,  they  agreed  to  meet  in  a  houfe  where  Everhard 
had  previoufly  pofted  Sir  William  Waller,  an  emi- 
nent juftice  of  the  peace,  and  two  other  perlbns, 
within  hearing.  There  Fitzharris  and  Everhard 
compofed  a  virulent  libel  againft  the  king  and  his 
brother,  replete  with  treafon  and  fcurrility.  Waller 
immediately  informed  the  king  of  this  tranfaction, 
and  obtained  a  warrant  for  apprehending  Fitzharris, 
in  whofe  pocket  the  libel  was  found.  Seeing  him- 
fdf  in  the  hands  of  juftice,  and  knowing  the  ma- 
nagement of  all  the  former  trials  had  been  left  to 
the  country-party,  he  refolved  to  deferve  their  fa- 
vour, and  declared  he  had  been  employed  by  the 
court  to  write  the  libel,  that  the  odium  of  it  might 
be  thrown  upon  the  exclufionifts.  He  faid  the  in- 
tention of  the  miniflry  was  to  fend  copies  of  it  to 
all  the  leaders  of  the  oppofition,  and  to  arreft  them 
immediately,  as  perfons  engaged  in  a  confpiracy, 
the  belief  of  which  this  paper  would  ferve  to  con- 
firm. He  likewife  pretended  to  make  new  dif- 
coveries  about  the  popifh  plot,  and  told  a  great 
many  improbable  circumftances,  which  he  had  in- 
vented for  the  purpofe.  He  was  at  firft  commit- 
ted to  Newgate ;  but  the  king,  either  believing 
that  the  oppofite  party  would  tamper  with  him,  or 
hoping  that  he  might  be  rendered  ufeful  to  the  de- 
figns  of  the  court,  granted  an  order  for  removing 
him  to  the  Tower,  where  he  is  faid  to  have  been 
practifed  upon  by  Hawkins  the  chaplain,  to  own  he 
was  fuborned  by  the  country-party. 

Parliament  When  the  parliament  aflembled  at  Oxford,  the 
at  Oxford,  members  on  both  fides  were  armed  and  attended 
by  their  friends  and  adherents,  as  if  they  had  ex- 
pected an  immediate  rupture.  The  reprefentatives 
of  London,  in  particular,  were  furrounded  by  a 
numerous  band  of  horfemen,  diftinguimed  by 
knots  of  ribbons  infcribed  "  No  popery,  no  fla- 
"  very."  The  king's  fpeech  to  this  parliament  was 

couched 
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Couched  in  a  very  unufual  ftile.  He  complained  of  A- c- «**«• 
the  infupportable  proceedings  of  the  laft  houfe  of 
•ommons ;  and  plainly  told  them,  that  as  he  never 
intended  to  exercife  arbitrary  power  over  others,  fo 
he  would  not  allow  it  to  be  exercifed  over  himfelf. 
He  faid,  if  they  would  confider  the  provocations  he 
had  undergone,  they  would  find  more  caufe  to 
wonder  at  his  long  patience,  than  at  the  refentment 
which  he  had  lately  expreffed.  He  obferved,  that  his 
afiembling  them  upon  this  occafion  plainly  proved 
that  no  irregularities  on  their  part  fhould  ever 
infpire  him  with  a  difguft  for  parliaments.  He 
hoped  the  bad  fuccefs  of  former  animofities  would 
difpofe  them  to  more  moderation,  and  induce  them 
to  confider  what  fteps  it  would  be  neceflary  to  take 
in  the  prefent  conjuncture.  He  expreffed  an  earned 
defire  of  removing  all  reafonable  fears  arifing  from 
the  poflibility  of  a  popifli  fuccefibr;  and  added, 
that  he  would  willingly  liften  to  any  practicable 
fcheme  for  putting  the  government  intirely  into  pro- 
teftant  hands,  during  the  life  of  any  prince  who 
Ihould  profefs  the  catholic  religion.  Some  expedi- 
ents had  been  fuggefted  for  this  purpofe ;  but  they 
were  even  more  difagreeable  to  the  duke  than  was 
the  billot" exclufion. 

The  commons  having  chofen  the  fame  fpeaker  T^ comi. 
who  filled  the  chair  in  the  laft  parliament,  ordered  mons  irp- 
the  votes  to  be  printed  every  day,  that  the  public  ££/"*" 
might  be  acquainted  with  the  fubject  of  their  deli- 
berations.    Then  they  fet  on  foot  a  ftrifb  inquiry 
about  the  removal  of  the  bill  which  had  paflcd  both 
houfes  in    the  laft  parliament,  for  repealing  the 
ftatute  of  queen  Elizabeth  againft  nonconformists. 
They   took  under  their  cognizance   the  affair  of 
Fitzharris,  who  had  by  this  time  retracted  his  firft 
confeffion,  on  pretence  that  it  was  extorted   by  the 
country  paity.     They  refolved  to  try  him  by  im- 
peachment j  and,    to  manifeft  their  contempt  for 
N  2  the 
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A.C.  1681.  tne  court,  ordered  fecretary  Jenkins  to  carry  up  the 
articles  to  the  houfe  of  lords.  He  was  fo  incenfed 
at  being  chofen  for  this  employment,  that  he  at 
firft  refufed  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  houfe-, 
but  he  thought  proper  to  fubmit,  when  they  threa- 
tened to  commit  him  for  his  difobedience.  At  the 
fame  time  they  voted  the  thanks  of  the  houfc  to 
Waller  for  his  having  arrefted  Fitzharris. 
Experts  Their  next  ftep  was  to  examine  the  expedients 
unking  for  propofed  in  lieu  of  the  bill  of  exclufion.  It  was 
reoft«?fuf  *  P.r°P°fed»  That  the  duke  mould  be  bammed,  du- 
«iTbr.  UC  ring  life,  to  the  diftance  of  five  hundred  miles  from, 
any  part  of  the  Britim  dominions :  That  the  go- 
vernment mould  be  wholly  vefted  in  a  regent :  That 
this  office  fhould  be  conferred  upon  the  princefs  of 
Orange ;  and,  in  cafe  of  her  death,  devolve  to  her 
fifter  Anne :  That  mould  the  duke  of  York  have 
afon  educated  in  theprotcftant  religion,  thefaid  re- 
gent mould  act  during  his  minority  :  That,  though 
the  kingdom  mould  be  governed  in  the  name  of 
James  II.  yet  no  man  fhould  take  arms  for  him, 
or  by  virtue  of  his  commiffion,  on  pain  of  being 
capitally  punifhed  :  and,  That  the  fame  penalty 
fhould  be  decreed  againft  any  perfon  who  fhould 
affirm  that  the  fimple  title  of  King  takes  away  all 
defects  mentioned  in  this  ad,  or  in  any  fhape  eludes 
the  obligation  of  it :  That  all  officers,  civil  and 
military,  mould  take  an  oath  to  obferve  this  ftatute: 
That  acts  of  the  fame  nature  fhould  pafs  in  the 
parliaments  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  :  That,  in  cafe 
the  duke  of  York  fhould  enter  either  of  the  three 
kingdoms,  ha  fhould  be  excluded  "  ipfo  facto," 
and  the  fovereignty  devolve  to  the  regent :  That 
all  papifts  of  any  confideration  mould  be  banifhed 
byname,  and  their  children  educated  in  the  pro- 
teftant  religion.  Rigorous  as  thefe  expedients  were, 
the  commons  rejected  them,  and  refumed  the  bill 
of  exclufion.  In  a  word,  the  leaders  of  the  oppo- 

fition 
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fition  were  refolved  to  be  diflatisfied  with   every  A-c-l6Sl< 
thing  the  king  could  propofe,  in  hope  of  humbling 
him  into  the  moft  abject  fubmiflion. 

The  lords  having  rejected  the  impeachment  The  priia- 
againft  Fitzharris,  and  remitted  his  trial  to  thementis.fud- 
ordinary  courts  of  judicature,  the  commons  ex-  fcbtd.  ' 
claimed  againft  this  refufal,  which  indeed  was  un- 
precedented. They  voted,  that  the  commons  af- 
fembled  in  parliament  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
impeach  any  perfon,  whether  peer  or  commoner, 
before  the  lords,  for  high  treafon,  or  any  other 
crime  whatfoever  -,  and  that  the  refufal  of  fuch  an 
impeachment  was  a  real  denial  of  juftice  :  that 
Edward  Fitzharris  having  been  impeached  by  the 
commons,  the  lords  had  denied  juftice,  and  viola- 
ted the  conftitution  of  parliaments,  in  ordering  him 
to  be  profecuted  at  common  law  •,  and  that  no  in- 
ferior court  of  judicature  could  proceed  againft  FitZr 
harris,  without  violating  the  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment. Thefe  violent  refolutions  being  taken,  they 
converted  their  attention  to  the  bill  of  exclufion, 
againft  which  no  member  prefumed  to  fpeak,  except 
fecretary  Jenkins,  who  underwent  the  moft  acri- 
monious raillery  and  derifion.  They  had  actually 
ordered  the  bill  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  when 
Charles,  feizing  the  pretence  of  the  quarrel  between 
the  two  houfes,  ftole  upon  ^them  and  diflblved  the. 
parliament,  before  they  had  the  leaft  intimation  of 
his  defign.  He  forthwith  ftepped  into  his  coach, 
and  retired  to  Windfor;  from  whence  he  next  day 
repaired  to  London,  where  he  publifhed  a  declara- 
tion, containing  his  reaibns  for  diflblving  the  two 
laft  parliaments.  He  taxed  the  commons  with  ha- 
ving encouraged  a  ipirit  of  cabal  and  fediticn, 
which  fought  to  fhake  the  foundations  of  the  mo- 
narchy, and  raife  an  arbitrary  power  on  the  ruins  of 
the  conftitution.  The  demagogues  were  confound- 
ed and  abalhed  at  [his  inftance  of  vigour  in  aprinre 
N  3  like 
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A.C.  1681,  iike  Charles,  who  had  been  always  remarkable  for 

facility  and  irrefolution. 

Charles  tri-  Their  infolcnce  and  preemption  were  inftan- 
umphsover  taneouQy  fucceeded  by  fear  and  dejection ;  and  they 
t!L!fpofl  retired  quietly  to  their  own  homes,  without  having 
concerted  any  meafures  for  their  future  conduct. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  perfo'ns  of  confequence, 
who  had  hitherto  adhered  to  a  neutrality,  declared 
for  the  king  -,  convinced  by  his  late  refolute  con- 
duct, that  he  had  courage  to  protect  thofe  who 
ferved  him,  againft  the  perfecution  of  his  enemies. 
His  declaration  was  no  fooner  published,  than  ad- 
dreffes  were  brought  to  him  from  all  quarters  of 
the  kingdom,  filled  with  the  warmeft  expreffions  of 
duty ;  inveighing  againft  the  prefumption  of  the 
commons ;  applauding  the  difiblution  of  the  parlia- 
ment ;  and  extolling  the  king's  conduct  in  the  moft 
abject  ftrain  of  adulation.  They  were  greedily  re- 
ceived by  the  king,  though  he  knew  how  litcle  he 
could  depend  upon  fuch  profeflions ;  while  fome 
addreffes,  penned  in  a  different  ftyle,  were  rejected 
with  marks  of  contempt  or  difpleafure  *.  Fitz- 
harris  was,  notwithftanding  the  vote  of  the  com- 
mons, brought  to  his  trial,  found  guilty  of  writing 
the  libel,  and  condemned  as  a  traitor.  He  pretend- 
ed he  had  been  fuborned  by  Bethel  and  Cornifh  the 
two  fheriffs,  and  Trcby  the  recorder  of  London,  to 
forge  difcoveries  about  the  popim  confpiracy  -,  and 
periifted  in  this  declaration  at  Tyburn.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  he  had  fent  a  letter  to  his  wife,  in  which  he 
declared  this  was  altogether  falfe  •,  and  indeed  it 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  extorted  from  him  by 
promife  of  pardon. 

Charles  did  not  enjoy  his  triumph  with  modera- 
tion.    His  temper,  which   had   been  always  eafy 

*  A*  this  period  the  duke  of  Rich-  knight  of  the  garter,  in  the  tenth 
jnond,  the  king's  natural  fon  by  the  year  of  his  age  j  and  Laurence  Hyde 
ljutchefs  cf  Poi  tfniouth,  was  created  was  created  earl  of  Rochefter. 

and 
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and  merciful,  became  arbitrary,  and  even  cruel.  A  c- 168». 
He  entertained  all  the  falfe  witnefles  and  informers 
who  had  been  fo  infamoufly  inftrumental  in  (bed- 
ding innocent  blood.  They  had  formerly  ferved 
the  purpofes  of  the  oppofite  faction.  They  now 
offered  their  fervices  to  the  court,  and  met  with  a 
very  favourable  reception.  The  miniftry  feemed 
determined  to  retaliate  and  retort  upon  the  whigs  all 
the  forgery  and  inhumanity  which  they  had  fo  long 
countenanced  and  fupported.  Fitzharris  fuffered 
in  company  with  Oliver  Plunket  the  titular  arch- 
bifhop  of  Armagh,  a  man  of  very  moderate  prin- 
ciples, who  had  always  maintained  a  fair  character, 
until  he  was  accufed  by  fome  profligate  Irifh  priefts, 
who  came  over  to  drive  the  trade  of  evidence.  They 
were  encouraged  by  the  earl  of  Shaftfbury,  though 
their  information  was  abfurd  and  contradictory,  and 
their  characters  were  in  all  refpects  vile  and  in- 
famous. They  fwore  Plunket  had  colleded  a  vaft 
fum  of  money,  enlifted  an  army,  and  expected  a 
defc'ent  from  France  to  favour  a  maflacre  of  the  pro- 
teflants.  His  defence  confided  in  an  abfolute  de-  Executioner 
nial  of  all  that  was  laid  to  his  charge  ;  notwith-  p^nk«» «- 
Handing  which  he  was  convicted  and  condemned,  w2oP*rf " 
and  fuffered  death  with  great  compofure,  protefting  Arm«gh. 
his  innocence  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life. 

The  king,  in  order  to  convince  the  world  of  the  shaftftury 
fuperiority  he  had  acquired,  committed  Shaftsbury  commuted 
to  the  Tower,  and  at  the  fame  time  imprifoned  Tower. 
feveral  other  perfons  of    inferior  rank,  who  had 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  as  partizans  of  that  party. 
Among  thefe  was  one  College,  known  by  the  name  Trial  of 
of  the  "  Protettant  joiner,"  a  factious  zealot,  who  Coilr*ethe 
had  been  ufed  as  a  tool  by  the  leaders  of  the  party,  joiner.™ 
and  often  fpoke    of  the    king    and   royal    family 
with  the  moft  provoking  infolence.     He  had  ac- 
companied the  city-members  to  Oxford,  armed  with 
fword  and  piftol,  and  was  now  prefented   by  the 
N  4  grand 
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A.  c.  1681.  grand  jury  of  London  as  guilty  of  fedition.  Though 
the  bill  was  returned  "  ignoramus,"  the  court 
would  not  defift  from  piolecuting  this  unhappy 
man,  who  was  the  firft  victim  devoted  to  their 
vengeance,  ^fter  having  been  expofed  to  the  moft 
inhuman  acts  of  oppreffion,  he  was  conveyed  to 
Oxford,  on  pretence  of  his  having  uttered  treafon- 
able  expreflions  in  that  city,  He  was  indicted  for 
treafon,  and  tried  at  the  affize  before  a  partial  judge 
and  pucKed  jury.  He  was  accufed  by  Dugdale, 
Turberville,  and  others,  who  had  proftituted  their 
confciences  againft  the  catholics  j  and,  when  objec- 
tions were  made  to  their  characters,  the  miniftry 
obferved  that  they  were  the  fame  people  whom  the 
whigs  had  cherifhed  and  fupported  as  evidences  in 
the  popifh '  con  fpi  racy.  Nothing  could  be  more 
favage  and  wicked  than  this  kind  of  retaliation. 
College  made  a  vigorous  defence,  and  proved  him-, 
felf  innocent,  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  every  unpre- 
judiced fpectator;  neverthelefs,  he  was  found  guilty, 
amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  populace.  He  bore 
his  fate  with  unfhaken  fortitude,  and  at  his  execu- 
tion denied  the  crime  for  which  he  had  been  con- 
demned. 

BUI  of  m-  Titus  Qates,  the  original  informer",  was  the  only 
fS"*  Perf°n  °f  tnat  ftamp  whofe  fervices  were  now  re- 
sbafdbury  jected ;  he  was,  by  an  order  of  council,  ignomini- 
rejcaed  by  oufly  expened  frOm  Whitehall,  and  even  forbid  to 

the  grand  •         y  .         ,  r    i 

jury,  come  within  a  certain  diftance  or  that  palace.  But 
the  king's  refentment  was  chiefly  directed  againft 
the  earl  of  Shaftibury,  who  had  certainly  harrafled 
him  with  the  moil  implacable  and  indefatigable  ma- 
lice. No  fums  were  fpared  to  feek  for  evidence, 
and  even  to  fuborn  witnefles  againft  this  nobleman. 
A  bill  of  indictment  being  prefented  to  the  grand 
jury,  the  witneffes  were  examined  in  open  court, 
.  and  fwore  to  fuch  incredible  circumffcoces  as  muft 
have  invalidated  their  teftimouy,  even  though  they 

had 
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had  not  been  already  branded  as  perjured  villains.  A.C.I««. 
Among  his  papers  indeed  there  was  a  draught  of 
an  afibciation,  which  might  have  been  conftrued  in- 
to treafon  •,  but  it  was  not  in  the  hand-writing  of 
Shaftsbury,  nor  could  his  adverfaries  prove  that  he 
had  ever  communicated  this  fcheme  to  any  pepfon, 
cr  lignified  his  approbation  of  any  fuch  project. 
Bethel  and  Cornilh  had  been  fucceeded  in  the  office 
of  fheriffs  by  Shute  and  Pilkington,  men  of  the 
fame  principles ;  and  they  took  care  to  fummon 
a  jury  that  rejected  the  bill  of  indictment  againft 
the  earl :  a  circumftance  fo  agreeable  to  the  popu- 
lace, that  the  whole  city  rung  with  acclamations. 

In  Scotland  the  court  met  with  no  oppolition,  Affairs  of 
even  in  the  moft  arbitrary  meafures.  The  duke  of Scotland* 
York  as  king's  commiflioner  had  aflembled  the  par- 
liament of  that  kingdom  in  July.  They  pafled  an 
act,  acknowledging  that  the  crown  of  Scotland  had, 
by  an  inherent  right,  by  the  nature  of  the  mo- 
narchy, and  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
always  defcended  to  the  heir  of  blood  ;  and  that  no 
law  or  confideration  could  alter  the  fucceffion: 
they  enacled  another  ftatute  for  impofing  upon 
perfons  in  office  a  teft-oath,  acknowledging  the 
king's  fupremacy,  renouncing  the  covenant,  and 
efpoufing  the  doctrine  of  paflive  obedience :  a  claufe, 
however,  was  admitted  in  favour  of  the  proteftant 
religion,  ratifying  an  old  confefiion  of  faith,  in 
which  the  maxim  of  refiftance  was  inculcated  •,  fo 
that  the  act  was  a  collection  of  abfurd  contradictions, 
patched  up  in  a  hurry  by  people  of  different  par- 
ties. A  great  number  of  ecclefiaftics  refigned  their 
livings,  rather  than  affent  upon  oath  to  i'uch  in- 
confiitcncies :  the  earl  of  Argyle  refufed  to  take 
it,  without  an  explanation.  He  was  a  confcien- 
tious  nobleman,  of  the  prefbyterian  perfuafion ; 
he  had  adhered  to  the  king  in  all  his  adverfity,  and 
been  rcftored  to  his  paternal  honours  and  cftaie. 
8  He 
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A  c.  i68r.  He  was  afterwards  unjuftly  convicted  and  condemn- 
ed for  "  leafing  making,"  upon  an  old  abfurd 
ilatute  ;  and  obtained  his  pardon.  When  the 
courtiers  in  Scotland  propofed  that  the  princes  of 
the  blood  mould  be  exempted  from  the  teft-oath, 
he  argued  ftrenuoufly  againft  this  exception-,  ab- 
ferving  that  the  danger  to  which  the  proteflant  re- 
ligion was  chiefly  expofed  arofe  from  the  poflible 
perverfion  of  the  royal  family.  By  this  oppofition, 
he  incurred  the  duke*s  difpleafurc;  which,  how- 
ever, that  prince  carefully  difiembled.  When  the 
oath  was  tendered  to  Argyle,  he  faid  he  took  it  as 
far  as  it  was  confident  with  itfelf  and  the  proteftant 
religion}  he  declared  he  did  not  mean  to  bind  him- 
felf  up  from  endeavouring,  confidently  with  his 
loyalty  and  confcience,  to  effect  any  alteration  that 

The  earl  of  might  prove  advantageous  to  church  or  ftate.  For 
this  cxpreflion  he  was  committed  prifoner  to  the 
caftle,  tried  for  leafing-making  and  perjury,  con- 
victed, and  condemned  to  death.  The  king,  how- 
ever, ordered  the  execurion  of  the  fentence  to  be 
fufpended  until  his  pleafure  mould  be  farther 
known ;  in  the  mean  time  the  earl  efcaped  from 
his  confinement,  and  took  refuge  in  Holland.  The 
partifans  of  the  duke  pretended  that  he  had  no  de- 
fign  againft  the  life  of  Argyle-,  but  only  againft 
the  hereditary  jurifdictions,  by  which  he  maintained 
a  very  dangerous  authority  in  the  highlands. 

cruelties         The  fanatics  in  Scotland  continued  to  infult  the 

cxercifcd     ]aw    through  a  mifguided  zeal  for  religion.    They 

upon  the  &        n    j   /^ 

covenanters  were  actuated  by  two  furious  preachers,  called  Ca- 
«f  that  meron  and  Cargill  ;  the  firft  was  (lain  in  afkirmifh, 
after  he  had  publifhed  a  declaration  at  Dumfries, 
renouncing  his  allegiance  to  the  king,  becaufe  he 
had  broke  the  covenant.  Cargill  was  taken  and 
executed,  together  with  one  Hackfton,  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  murder  of  archbifhop  Sharpe. 
This  man  was  defperatcly  wounded  when  taken. 

He 
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He  was  tried  in  a  fummary  way,  left  his  death A- c- l68l< 
fhould  anticipate  the  ftroke  of  juftice,  He  endured 
the  amputation  of  his  hands  without  ftirinking  ; 
and  then  afked,  with  great  compofure,  if  they  chofe 
to  cut  off  his  feet.  He  was  afterwards  hanged,  and 
his  heart  being  cut  out,  was  feen  to  palpitate  on  the 
executioner's  knife.  About  fifteen  perfons,  male  i/Eftwnge. 
and  female,  Offered  death  rather  than  fay,  "  God  £»««<• 
"  blefs  the  king-,"  for,  upon  this  condition,  theRafph'. 
duke  offered  to  fpare  their  Jives.  They  gloried  inHume- 
their  fufferings,  and  died  in  tranfportsof  joy.  At 
length  the  duke,  pitying  their  infatuation,  put  a 
flop  to  the  executions,  and  ordered  thofe  poor  de- 
luded wretches  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  in  a  houfe 
of  correction.  In  other  refpects,  he  perfecuted  the 
prefbyterians  with  great  feverity,  and  even  incurred 
the  imputation  of  barbarity,  by  feeming  curious  to 
obferve  the  agonies  of  fome  wretches  who  were  put 
to  the  torture  by  thedefpotifm  of  the  government. 
The  king  having  now  obtained  a  complete  victory 
over  all  oppofition,  the  duke  repaired  to  London, 
that  he  might  (hare  the  fruits  of  his  brother's  good 
fortune ;  and  acquired  fuch  an  influence  over 
Charles,  that  he  in  effect  governed  the  three 
kings.  He  made  another  voyage  to  Scotland  by  A.  c.i86». 
fea,  in  the  Dolphin  frigate,  which,  chancing  to 
ftrike  upon  a  fand-bank  in  the  paflage,  was  loll. 
The  duke  faved  himfelf  in  the  long-boat,  with  a 
few  perfons  whom  he  named  for  admittance.  On 
this  occafion  he  is  faid  to  have  faved  fome  obfcure 
priefts,  and  a  number  of  favourite  d  gs,  while 
many  perfons  of  cliftinction  were  left  to  perifh.  Such 
was  the  loyalty  of  the  fhip's  crew,  that  wh«n  they 
faw  him  fafe  in  the  boat,  they  txprefied  iheir  joy 
in  loud  acclamations,  though  they  knew  thit  -.hey 
themfelves  would  be  drowned  in  a  few  moments. 
The  government  of  Scotland  he  left  in  rhe  hands 
of  the  earls  of  Aberdeen  and  Queenfberry  :  he 

firft 
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A.C.  1682  firft  was  chancellor  and  the  other  treafurer  of  that 
kingdom,  which  they  ruled  with  rods  of  iron.  The 
Scots,  fmce  the  reftoration,  had  been  fubjected  to 
fuch  a  fucceffionof  tyrants,  that  the  fpirit  of  liberty 
was  almoft  extinguimed  in  the  nation.  The  impo- 
fuion  of  the  teft  oath  was  attended  with  fuch  acts 
of  oppreflion,  that  many  thoufands  refolved  to 
withdraw  themfelves  into  another  country,  where 
they  might  enjoy  that  liberty  of  confcience  which 
was  denied  them  at  home  ;  and  they  fent  up  agents 
to  London  to  treat  with  the  proprietors  of  Caro- 
lina about  their  fettling;  in  that  colony.  Yet,  in 
the  midft  of  all  this  defpotifm  and  national  cala- 
mity, the  duke  had  found  means  to  conciliate  the 
affections  of  the  nobility  and  clergy;  infomuch  that 
the  prelates  of  the  kingdom  wrote  a  letter  to  San- 
croft,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  extolling  in  the 
moft  hyperbolical  terms  the  duke's  mild  and  up- 
right adminiflradon,  and  in  particular  his  affection 
to  the  church. 

The  king         The  king  finding  his  authority  abfolute,  refolved 
teitft^nce  to  humble  the  prefbyttnans,  and  even  practiced  the 
theekasons  m0jft  unjuftifiable  methods  for  the  gratification  of 
^ftra^in   his  revenge  ;  in  which  he  was  inftigated  by  the  vio- 
J-oadoa.      lent  co.unfels  of  his  brother.     The  nonconformifts 
were  rigoioufly  profecuted,  on  the  ftatute  enacted 
in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth ;  all  magiftrates, 
judges,   juftices   of  the  peace,  and  lieutenants  of 
counties,  fufpected,  of  leaning  towards  republican 
principles,  were  divefted  of  their  employments,  and 
their  places  filled  with  approved  tories.  The  clergy 
teftified  their  devotion  to  the  court,  in  their  wri- 
tings and  fermons :  the  pulpits  refounded  with  the 
doctrine  of  paflive  obedience  and  non-refiftance  ; 
and  the  king  received  an  infinite  number  of  ad- 
dreffes,  profdCng   the  utmoft  abhorrence  of  the 
principles  avowed  in  the  afibciation  which  had  been 
found  among  Shaftsbury's  papers.     The  mutual 

animofity 
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animofity  between  the  two  parties  was  now  inflam-  A.  c.  ,6** 
ed  into  rage  and  rancour  :  and  Charles  declared 
himfelf  the  head  of  a  faction.  The  city  of  Lon- 
don (till  maintained  its  independence,  and  the 
fheriffs  influenced  the  grand  jury  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  fkreened  th'e  presbyterians  of  that  capital 
from  oppreflion.  Sir  John  Moor,  the  mayor,  had 
been  gamed  over  to  the  court  intereft  ;  and  he 
named  two  perfons  for  meriffs  who  he  knew  would 
be  agreeable  to  the  miniftry.  The  common- hall 
and  the  citizens  taking  the  alarm,  infifted  upon  an 
election  by  liveries,  and  Papillon  and  Dubois  were 
elected  by  a  great  majority  :  neverthelefs,  the  mayor 
carried  on  a  feparate  poll  in  favour  of  North  and 
Rich ;  and,  being  fupported  by  the  miniftry,  forced 
them  upon  the  public.  In  the  fame  irregular  man- 
ner he  fecured  a  fucceflbr  in  the  mayoralty,  whom 
he  knew  devoted  to  the  king's  commands.  This 
was  a  point  of  great  importance  to  Charles,  and  fo 
v/ell  underftood  by  the  earl  of  Shaftsbury,  that  he 
thought  proper  to  quit  the  kingdom,  and  fix  his 
refidence  in  Holland  •,  that  very  country,  the  ruin 
of  which  he  had  planned  in  the  cabinet,  and  urged 
in  parliament  in  the  remarkable  words  "  Delenda 
"  eft  Carthago."  The  duke  of  York,  now  that 
the  raagiftracyof  London  was  at  his  devotion,  fued 
alderman  Pilkington  on  a  writ  of  Scandalum  mag- 
natum,  for  having  faid  of  him,  when  he  heard  of 
his  return  from  Scotland,  *'  He  has  already  burned  Rap?»; 
"  the  city,  and  now  he  is  coming  to  cut  all  our  Ralph" 
"  throats."  For  this  indifcreet  expreflion  he  was 
caft  in  damages  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds.  Sir  Patience  Ward,  who  gave 
evidence  in  his  behalf,  being  fued  for  perjury,  was 
convicted  and  condemned  to  the  pillory.  The  earl 
of  Sunderland  had  been  difmiffed  from  his  office  of 
fecretary  of  ftate  when  he  voted  for  the  bill  of  ex- 
clufion,  and  his  place  ^ad  been  filled  with  lord 

Con- 
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A.  c.  i68*.Conway  ;  but  upon  this  nobleman's  refignation,' 
Sunderland  was  taken  again  into  favour,  and  by 
fome  people  fufpected  of  having  joined  the  exclu- 
fionifts,  on  purpofe  to  learn  and  betray  their  fecrets 
to  the  mimftry  -f. 

A.C.  i6Sj.  Charles  was  at  this  time  fecure  of  the  rriagiftracy 
'in  London,  but  heforefaw  a  ftrong  oppofition  at  the 
next  election,  and  that  he  would  be  every  year 
expofed  to  the  fame  ftruggles,  and  oppofed,  not 
only  in  London,  but  likewife  in  all  the  corpo- 
rations which  were  uuder  presbyterian  manage- 
ment. While  that  intereft  prevailed  he  could  never 
expect  to  fee  a  parliament  propitious  to  his  defires} 
and  he  was  fo  much  involved  in  debts  and  diffi- 
culties, that  he  could  hardly  fubfift  without  a 
parliamentary  fupply  :  he  therefore  formed  a  pro- 
ject for  raifing  a  defpotic  authority  over  all  the  cor- 
porations of  England,  He  began  with  London, 

He  fdzes  againft  which  he  iffued  a  writ  of  "  Quo  war- 
"  ranto,"  to  enquire  into  the  validity  of  its  charter, 
which  he  pretended  the  corporation  had  forfeited 
in  two  inftances.  They  were  charged  with  having 
impofed  a  toll,  in  order  to  defray  the  expence  of 
rebuilding  their  markets  after  the  fire  of  London, 
and  of  having  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  king, 
containing  a  fcandalous  reflection  upon  his  majefty 
and  his  adminiftration.  The  caufe  was  tried  in  the 
court  of  King's- Bench,  and  Treby  and  Pollexfen 
pleaded  as  counfellors  for  the  city  :  they  proved, 
that  all  corporations  had  a  power  to  make  bye- 
laws  ;  that  fubjects  were  inverted  with  an  inherent 
right  to  petition  the  king  ;  that  the  reflection  in  the 
addrefs  charged  upon  them  as  fcandalous,  was  not 
levelled  at  the  king,  but  his  evil  counfellors,  who 

•J-    Prince    Rupert,    the  duke    of    finated  in  the  ft-reets  of  London  by 
Lauderdale,  the  earls  of  Nottingham     count  Coningimark,  two  of  whofe  ac- 
and  Shaftsbury,  died  in  the  c«urfe  of    compJicti  were  executed  at  Tyburn, 
this  year  $  and  Mr.  Thyn  was  aflVf-  >      ' 

had 
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had  advifed  him  to  prorogue  the  parliament  i  and  A<  Cl  ***J* 
they  expatiated  upon  the  injuftice  of  annihilating  a 
whole  corporation  for  the  faults  of  their  magiftrates, 
who  were  liable  to  profecution  as  individuals.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  arguments,  the  judges,  who 
were  wholly  influenced  by  the  miniftry,  declared 
that  the  city  of  London  had  forfeited  its  privileges  5 
and  that  its  charter  was  at  the  king's  difpofal.  The 
judgment,  however,  was  not  recorded  until  his  ma- 
jefty's  pleafure  mould  be  known.  The  citizens  of 
London  were  confounded  and  difmayed  at  this 
tranfaclion.  A  common- council  being  affembled, 
the  majority  agreed  to  fubmit  to  the  king's  plea- 
fure, before  the  fentence  mould  be  recorded.  They 
accordingly  prefented  a  petition  to  that  effect ;  and 
the  king  offered  to  reftore  their  charter,  on  the  fol- 
lowing conditions :  That  no  mayor  or  other  officer 
of  the  commonalty  mould  exercife  his  office  until 
his  election  mould  be  confirmed  under  the  king's 
fign  manual  :  That,  in  cafe  his  majefty  mould  dif- 
approve  of  their  choice  of  a  mayor  and  fherifFs, 
they  mould  proceed  to  a  new  election;  and  pro- 
vided thefecond  mould  be  difagreeable  to  the  king, 
he  mould  appoint  perfons  of  his  own  nomination ; 
That  the  mayor  and  court  of  aldermen  mould  be 
empowered  to  diveit  any  alderman  of  his  office,  by  the 
king's  permiffion  :  that  mould  any  alderman,  after 
his  election  be  deemed  incapable  by  the  courtof  alder- 
men, the  ward  mould  be  obliged  to  chufe  another; 
and,  mould  he  prove  unacceptable  to  the  court,  a  third 
mould  be  elected  by  the  court  itfelf ;  and  that  the 
juftices  of  the  peace  in  London  mould  act  only  by 
virtue  of  the  king's  commifiion.  Thefe  were  fevere 
terms,  to  which,  however,  the  common-council 
fubmitted  by  a  majority  of  eighteen  voices.  Other  Other  cor_ 
corporations,  feeing  the  fate  of  London,  were  portions 
eafily  induced  to  furrender  their  charters  into  the 
hands  of  the  king,  from  whence  they  were  not  re- 

trievedten< 
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*-c-'6S3-trieved  but  by  the  payment  of  confiderable  fums  of 
money. 

*l* "reaTn  Suck  an  af^tfai7  an(*  crue^  adminiftration  could 
IgS  the"  hardly  fail  to  produce  defigns  againft  the  govern- 
government.  ment,  in  a  nation  abounding  with  people  who  en- 
tertained even  the  moft  extravagant  notions  of  li- 
berty. The  earl  of  Shaftsbury,  even  before  the 
laft  parliament,  had  engaged  the  duke  of  Mon* 
mouth,  the  lords  Ruflel  and  Grey,  to  rife  in  arms 
and  oppofe  the  duke's  fucceflion  at  the  death  of 
Charles  :  they  afterwards  aflbciated  the  earls  of 
*  Eflfex  and  Salisbuty  with  them  in  the  above  defign  ; 
but  the  imprifonment  of  Shaftsbury  interrupted 
their  confutations.  Thefe,  however,  were  renew- 
ed when  the  new  Iheriffs  were  impofed  upon  the 
city;  infurre&ions  were  planned,  and  correfpon- 
dencies  eftablifhed  in  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. The  confederates  depended  chiefly  on  the 
city  of  London,  which  was  devoted  to  Shaftsbury, 
who,  being  afraid  of  trufting  himfelf  in  any  other 
place,  lurked  among  the  citizens,  meditating  the 
moft  defperate  fchemes  that  blafted  ambition  and 
revenge  could  dictate.  The  confpirators  met  at 
the  houfe  of  one  Shepherd,  a  wine  merchant,  in 
the  city  ;  they  propofed  their  friends  mould  rife  in 
arms  in  London,  Briftol,  Devonfhire,  and  Che- 
fhire.  The  duke  of  Monmouth  and  Sir  Thomas 
Armftrong  viewed  the  guards;  and  were  of  opi- 
nion that  they  might  bs  eafily  attacked  and  re- 
duced. They  agreed  to  a  declaration  for  juftifying 
their  defign  to  the  public ;  but  the  enterprize  was 
delayed  in  confequence  of  an  intimation  from  Tren- 
chard,  who  had  undertaken  to  head  the  rifing  in 
the  Weft,  and  now  gave  them  to  underftand  that 
he  could  not  for  fome  weeks  be  ready  to  take  the 
field.  Shaftsbury  was  fo  enraged  at  the  delay,  as 
well  as  intimidated  by  the  authority  which  the  king 
had  eftablilhed  in  the  city,  that  he  retired  to  Am- 

fterdam, 
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fterdam,  where  he  died  very  little  regretted;  tho*A-  c-  l62s 
it  mud  be  allowed,  that  notwithstanding  all  his  in- 
conftancy,  party -rage,  dififimulation,  and  ruinous 
ambition,  he  was  one  of  the  mcft  able  and  up- 
right judges  that  ever  prefided  in  the  court  of  chan- 
cery. 

The  chiefs  of  the  confpiracy,  after  his  depaf-  Rve-honfe 
ture,  were  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  the  earl  ofp'^dirr0- 
EfTex,  the  lords  RufiH  and  Howard,  Algernoon  Kdi 
Sidney,  and  John  Hambden,  grandfon  to  the 
famous  patriot  who  oppofed  Charles  I.  in  the  ta* 
of  fhip- money  :  they  correfportded  with  Argyle  and 
the  malcontents  of  Scotland,  and  ftill  reiblvcd 
to  profecute  the  fcheme  of  infurreclion,  though  they 
differed  widely  from  each  other  in  their  motives. 
Monmouth  afpired  to  the  crown  ;  Ruflel  and  Hamb- 
den  propofed  to  exclude  the  duke  of  York  from  the 
fuccefiion,  and  redrefs  the  grievances  of  the  nation  ; 
Sidney  was  a  profefled  republican  •,  Eflex  feemed 
to  cherifli  the  fame  principles  ;  and  lord  Howard 
was  an  abandoned  nobleman,  who  fought  only  to 
gratify  his  own  intereft  and  ambition.  There  was 
Jikewife  a  fet  of  fubordtnate  confpirators,  confiding 
of  colonel  Rumfey,  an  old  republican  officer  •,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Walcot  of  the  fame  ftamp  ;  Good- 
enough,  under-meriff  of  London;  Fergufon,  an 
hot  headed,  factious,  independent  minifler,  who 
had  been  one  of  Shaftsbury's  tools ;  and  feveral 
attorneys,  merchants,  and  tradefmen  of  London  : 
but  of  thefe  none  had  accefs  to  the  lords,  except 
Rumfey  and  Fergufon.  The  inferior  order  at  their 
meetings  embraced  the  moft  defperate  refolutions  : 
they  propofed  to  afTaflmate  the  king  irt  his  way  to 
Newmarket.  Rumbald,  one  of  their  number,  pof- 
ftrfled  a  farm  on  that  road,  called  the  Rye  houfe, 
whence  the  confpiracy  was  denominated  "  ther 
"  Rye-houfe  plot."  They  deliberated  upon  ftop- 
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A.  c.  1683.  ping  the  king's  coach,  by  overturning  a  cart  in 
the  highway  at  this  place,  and  fhooting  him  from 
the  hedges.  It  was  likewiie  propofed  that  his 
guards  mould  be  engaged  by  forty  horfe  under 
WaLcot,  while  Rumfey  fhould  afiaffinate  his  per- 
fon.  In  the  midfl  of  thefe  confultations  the  houfe 
in  which  the  king  refided  at  Newmarket  taking 
fire,  he  quitted  the  place  fooner  than  he  intended  ; 
fo  that  the  conlpirators  were  difappointed  in  their 
aim  of  difpatching  him  on  his  return  to  London  -, 
and  this  efcape  was  afterwards  magnified  by  the 
courtiers,  as  an  interpofition  of  providence.  One 
of  the  confpirators,  whofe  name  was  Keiling,  find- 
ing himfelf  in  danger  of  a  profecution  for  being 
concerned  in  arrei'dng  the  mayor  of  London,  at 
the  fuit  of  Papillon  and  Dubois,  the  two  excluded 
fheriffs,  refolved  to  earn  his  pardon  by  difcovering 
this  plot  to  the  miniftry.  Colonel  Rumfey,  and 
Weft  a  lawyer,  no  fooner  understood  that  this  man 
had  informed  againft  them,  than  they  agreed  to 
fave  their  lives  by  turning  king's  evidences,  and 
furrendered  themfelves  accordingly.  Shephard 
being  apprehended,  confefled  all  he  knew,  and 
warrants  were  ifllied  againft  the  chiefs  of  the  con- 
fpiracy.  Monmouth  abiconded,  Grey  efcaped  from 
the  mcflenger  by  whom  he  had  been  arrefted. 
Ruflel  was  committed  to  the  Tower;  Howard, 
being  found  concealed  in  a  chimney,  was  bafe 
enough  to  purchafe  pardon  by  betraying  his  friends  : 
he  informed  againft  Effex,  Sidney,  and  Hambt'.en, 
who  were  immediately  fee u red,  and  many  other 
conspirators  detected  and  impriibned. 
Trial  of  Walter  was  firft  brought  to  trial,  and  condemn- 
Urd  nuffd.  ed,  together  with  Hone  and  Roufe,  upon  th£ 
evidence  of  Rum  fey,  Weft,  a  j  Mu-phrrd:  they 
died  with  compofure,  acknowledging  the  juftice 
of  the  fentence  by  vktuc  of  which  they  \vere  exe- 
cuted. 
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cuted.  The  fame  witnefies  were  produced  againft  A- c-  l68i- 
lord  Ruflel,  whom,  however,  they  accufed  with 
great  reluctance.  He  was  the  bed  beloved  noble- 
man in  the  kingdom,  and  even  his  enemies  could 
not  help  revering  his  virtues.  The  lord  Howard 
fwore  he  was  engaged  in  the  defign  of  an  infurrec- 
tion,  but  all  three  acquitted  him  of  any  fliare  in  the 
fcheme  of  aftkfilnation.  His  own  candour  would 
not  allow  him  to  deny  thedefigri  in  which  he-  really 
WuS  concerned,  though  the  laws  againft  treafon 
were  wroiled  for  his  conviction.  After  his  condem- 
nation the  king  was  llrongly  folicited  in  his  behalfi 
His  father,  the  old  earl  of  Bedford,  offered  to  pur- 
chafe  his  pardon  of  the  dutchefs  of  Portsmouth 
with  the  lum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ; 
lord  Ruflel's  laHy,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  South- 
ampton, threw  he;lelf  at  the  king's  feet,  in  a  flood 
of  tears,  and  pleaded  the  merits  of  her  father  in 
behalf  of  her  hufband.  Charles  was  inexorable  :  he 
dreaded  the  principles  and  popularity  of  lord  Ruffel  ; 
he  deeply  relented  that  eagernsis  and  perfeverance 
with  which  he  had  oppofed  him  in  the  late  parlia- 
ments; he  had  even  denied  the  king's  power  of 
remitting  the  barbarous  part  of  the  ientence  pro- 
nounced againft  lord  Stafford.  Charles  now  miti- 
gated his  doom  into  fimple  decapitation^  faying, 
"  My  1  >rd  Ruflel  (hall  find  I  am  pofiefied  of  that 
"  prerogative  which  he  thought  fit  to  deny  me  in 
"  the  cafe  of  lord  Stafford."  Lord  Cavendifti, 
the  intimate  friend  of  Ruffel,  offered  to  effect  his 
efcape,  by  exchanging  apparel  with  him,  and  re- 
maining a  prifoner  in  his  room  ;  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth  fent  a  mt-fliige  to  him,  importing  that  he 
would  furrender  himjeli,  if  he  thought  that  ftep 
would  contribute  to  his  lafety.  Lord  Ruflel  gene- 
rouHy  rejected  both  theie  expedients,  and  refigned 
himiclf  to  hb  fate  with  admirable  fortitude.  His 
O  2  ladv, 
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A.  c.  1683.  lady,  that  he  might  not  be  fhocked  in  his  laft  mo- 
ments, fummoned  up  the  reiolution  of  a  heroine, 
and  parted  from  him  without  fhedding  a  tear. 
"  Now  (cried  he)  the  bitternefs  of  death  is  paft  -,'* 
and  afterwards  behaved  with  lurprifing  ierenity 
of  temper,  exhibiting  iome  extraordinary  marks  of 
good  humour.  On  the  day  that  preceded  his  death 
his  nofe  beginning  to  bleed,  he  laid  to  Dr.  Burner, 
who  attended  him,  "  I  fhall  not  now  let  blood  to 
*'  divert  this  diftemper;  that  will  be  done  to-mor- 
"  row."  Immediately  before  he  was  conveyed 
to  the  icarFokl  he  wound  up  his  watch,  faying,  with 
a  fmile,  "  Now  I  have  done  with  time,  and  muft 
"  henceforth  think  iblely  of  eternity."  The  leaf- 
fold  was  erected  in  Lincoln's  inn-fields,  that  tfte 
triumph  of  the  court  might  appear  the  more  con- 
fpicuous  in  his  being  conveyed  through  the  whole 
city  of  London.  Even  the  populace  wept  as  he 
paffed  along  in  the  coach  with  Tillotfon  and  Bur- 
net.  On  the  fcaffold  he  prelented  a  £aper  to  the 
meriffs,  expreffing  his  zeal  againft  popery,  pro- 
tefting  his  own  innocence  with  regard  to  any  de- 
fign  againft  the  king's  life.  He  prayed  God 
would  preferve  his  majefty,  and  the  proteftant 
religion ;  and,  without  the  leaft  change  of  counte- 
nance, calmly  fubmitted  to  the  ilroke  of  the  execu- 
tioner. 

-And  of  The  trial  of  RuiTel  was  followed  by  that  of  Al- 

siL7.'°n  gernoon  Sidney,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  a 
bold  commonwealth's  man,  in  whom  the  fpirit  of 
the  antient  republics  furvived.  He  had  been  deeply 
concerned  in  the  war  againft  the  king's  father, 
though  he  vigoroufly  oppofed  the  uiurpation  of 
Cromwell.  He  afterwards  uled  all  his  endeavours 
to  prevent  the  reftoration,  and  chole  to  live  in  vo- 
luntary exile,  until  his  private  affairs  required  his 
prefence  in  England  j  then  he  folicited  and  obtain- 
ed 
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c<l  the  king's  pardon.  Notwithftanding  this  in-A-c  |623. 
diligence,  he  joined  the  popular  party,  and  en- 
tered eagerly  into  all  their  fchemes  againft  the  go- 
vernment, in  hope  of  feeing  at  laft  a  perfect  repub- 
lic eftablifhed.  Lord  Howard  was  the  fole  witnefs 
that  appeared  againft  him:  but  the  profecutors 
produced  fome  Dilcourfes  upon  government,  found 
among  his  papers  •,  and  affirmed  that  thefe  were 
equivalent  to  another  evidence.  They  were  written 
in  defence  of  liberty,  maintaining  the  original  con- 
tract upon  which  government  was  raifed,  and  from 
which  all  power  was  derived  ;  the  lav.-fulnefs  of 
refiftance,  in  cafe  of  tyranny  and  oppreflion ;  and 
the  maxim  of  preferring  a  republic  to  the  govern- 
ment of  a  fingle  perfon.  There  was  nothing  trea- 
fonable  in  thefe  doctrines.  The  papers  appeared 
to  have  been  long  written.  They  could  neither 
prove  them  to  be  in  his  hand -writing,  nor  that  he 
had  ever  communicated  them  to  any  perfon  upon 
earth :  and  he  oblerved,  in  his  own  defence,  that 
in  a  charge  of  treafon,  the  law  abiblutely  required 
two  living  witnt'iTes.  All  thefe  arguments  were 
urged  without  effect.  A  jury  had  been  packed  for 
his  trial,  and  the  charge  was  given  againft  him 
with  great  virulence,  by  the  inhuman  Jeffries,  now 
chief-juftice.  He  was  convicted  of  courfe,  and  in 
a  few  days  executed.  He  complained  of  the  ini- 
quity of  his  fentence,  by  which  he  loft  his  life  ; 
but  far  from  denying  his  connections  with  Rufiel, 
and  the  other  coafpirators,  he  gloried  in  his  fuffer- 
ings  for  the  good  old  caufe,  in  which,  from  his 
early  youth,  he  had  been  inlifted. 

Howard  being  the  foie. evidence  againft  Hamb-  F*t-]cata- 
den,  this  laft  was  indicted  for  a  mifdemeanour  only:  ft^pheof 
and  caft  in  a  fine  of  forty  thoufand  pounds.     Hoi-  tiiVx?' ' 
loway,  a  merchant  of  Briftol,  one  of  the  confpira- 
tors,  had  Hed  to  the  Weft- Indies,   from  whence 
O  3  he 


198  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

A-  c,  i6gs.  j^  was  now  brought  back  to  England.  He  fub- 
mitted  to  the  king's  mercy,  and  was  executed. 
Sir  Thomas  Armftrong  had  been  outlawed  for  the 
confpiracy,  and  fled  to  Holland,  where  he  was  be- 
trayed into  the  hands  of  Chudleigh  the  Engiilh. 
minifter,  whofent  him  over  to  England.  He  de- 
manded a  fair  trial,  to  which  he  was  intitled  by 
the  ftarute,  as  the  time  prellribed  for  his  furren- 
dering  himfelf  was  not  yet  elapied.  Jeffries  de- 
clared he  was  not  intitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  fta- 
tute,  becaufe  he  had  not  furrendered  voluntarily : 
he  infulted  him  from  the  bench,  and  condemned 
him  to  die  the  death  of  a  traitor,  which  he  under- 
went with  great  refolution.  No  incident  that  dif- 
tingnimr-d  this  period  was  more  remarkable  than' 
the  death  of  the  earl  of  EfTex,  prifoner  in  the 
Tower,  who,  on  the  morning  of  Ruflel's  execu- 
tion, was  found  murdered  in  his  apartment,  his 
throat  being  cut  from  ear  to  ear.  Though  the  co- 
roner's inqueft  brougHtin  their  verdict  felt- murder, 
and  the  earl  had  been  known  fubjccl  to  fits  of  me- 
lancholy, fome  circumitances  feemed  to  counte- 
nance a  fufpicion  of  his  having  fallen  by  another 
-  hand  j  and  that  lufpicion  did  not  even  refpecl  the 
king  and  his  brother,  who  happened  that  morning 
to  be  in  the  Tower,  which  for  many  years  before 
they  had  not  vifited.  This,  however,  is  a  circum- 
ftance  which  might  naturally  be  interpreted  in  their 
favour  ;  for  had  they  really  been  concerned  in  fuch 
^n  atrocious  crime,  they  would  have  hardly  ap- 
peared upon  the  fcene  ;  a  flep  which  could  not  fail 
to  aroufe  the  fqfpicicn  of  the  public.  Two  chil- 
dren declared,  that  they  faw  a  hand  throw  a  bloody 
razor  from  the  cafement.  L^dy  EiTex  made  a 
very  minute  inquiry  into  every  circumftance  rela- 
ting to  this  tragedy,  and  communicated  all  the 
particulars  to  Dr.  Burnet,  who  fays  there  was  not 
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the  leaft  foundation  for  a  profccution.     He  Informs  A  c-  l6Ss* 
us  alib,  that  the  earl  was  not  only  fubjeft  to  gloomy 
fits  of  the  fpleen,  but  a  profeflcd  advocate   for 
filicide. 

The  duke  of  Monmouth  had  engaged  in  a  cor-  Execut-on 
refpondence  with  the  earl  of  Argyle,  by  whofe  scti^d  1- 
means  he  hoped  to  be  joined,  or  at  leaft  favoured 
by  the  covenanters  in  Scotland,  who  were  indeed 
fo  cruelly  oppreffcd  by  the  government,  that  any 
rifque  was  preferable  to  the  mifery  they  endured. 
Some  of  their  leaders  came  to  London,  on  pretence 
of  treating  with  the  proprietors  ef  Carolina,  and 
were  confulted  by  lord  Ruffel,  and  the  other  noble- 
men concerned  in  the  Rye-houfe  plot.  Argyle, 
who  then  refided  in  Holland,  undertook  to  iiipply 
the  covenanters  with  arms,  if  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth would  remit  eight  thoufand  pounds  for  that 
purpofe  ;  and  the  agents  from  Scotland  promiied 
to  bring  their  conllituents  into  the  field.  Bailie 
of  Jcrvii  wood,  a  man  of  talents  and  integrity,  ma- 
naged this  tranfaftion;  and  he  was  apprehended 
among  the  perlbns  concerned  in  the  confpiracy. 
Being  fent  prifoner  to  Edinburgh,  he  fuffered  very 
rigorous  treatment  during  a  long  confinement ; 
and  as  the  miniftry  could  find  no  evidence  again  ft 
him,  they  infilled  upon  his  purging  himftlf  by 
oath,  of  all  fufpicion  of  having  been  concerned  in 
the  Rye-houfe  plot,  otherwise  they  would  hold 
him  guilty.  He  objected  againft  this  impofition 
as  an  aft  of  the  moft  inhuman  tyranny  -,  he  pro- 
tefted  his  innocence  and  abhorrence  of  all  dcfigns 
againft  the  life  of  his  majefty :  but  he  refufed  to 
anfvver  upon  oath  all  the  questions  they  might  pro- 
pofe.  He  was  therefore  fined  in  fix  thoufand 
pounds  :  and  detained  in  prifon  to  the  manifeft 
danger  of  his  llfr.  The  duke  of  York  .was  not  fa- 
fisficd  with  this  pnnifhment.  He  dircftod  the 
O  4  iiiinidry 
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A  c.  1683.  miniftry  to  fearch  for  evidence  againft  Bailie; 
and  they  employed  the  moft  unjuft  and  Icandalous 
means  to  gratify  his  revenge  :  at  length  the  earl  of 
Tarras,  who  had  likewife  been  impriioned  on  ao= 
count  of  the  confpiracy,  and  Murray  of  Philip- 
haugh,  were  induced  by  threats  to  fwear  that  Bailie 
had  tampered  with  them  t©  rile  in  rebellion  ;  and 
this  unhappy  gentleman  was  convicted  of  treaibn. 
He  was  already  reduced  to  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
by  hard  ufage  and  diftemper  i  and  the  judges  were 
fo  much  afraid  that  death  would  dilappoint  the 
•  {Juke's  expectation,  that  they  ordered  him  to  be 
executed  immediately  after  condemnation.  He  to 
the  lafl  denied  all  knowledge  of  any  defign  againlt 
the  king's  life,  or  that  of  the  duke,  looked  upon 
death  as  a  deliverance,  and  died  like  an  old  Ro- 
man. 

The  fevcrities  exercifed  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
reign  were  generally  afcribed  to  the  influence  of 
the  duke,  into  whole  hands  the  king,  from  indo- 
lence, had  refigned  the  adminiflration.  The  de- 
tection of  this  confpiracy  furnimed  him  with  the 
means  not  only  to  crufh  the  oppofition,  but  alfo  to 
wreak  his  vengeance  upon  his  own  particular  ene- 
mies, under  the  colour  of  juftice.  The  nation  in 
general  confidered  the  aflaffination  plot  with  horror, 
and  as  the  people  confounded  this  with  the  fcheme 
for  an  insurrection,  the  whole  party  that  oppoled 
the  crown  began  to  lofe  their  influence.  Charles 
retrieved  his  popularity,  and  received  the  warmeft 
aoidrdTes  of  congratulation  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  The  univerfity  of  Oxford  testified  their 
zeal  for  his  perfon  and  family,  by  a  folemn  judg- 
mejit  and  decree  pafifcd  in  the  convocation,  againft 
certain  republican  maxims  and  opinions,  advanced 
and  defended  by  Buchanan,  Milton,  Hobbes, 
Goodwin,  Baxter,  and  other  writers.  Thele  they 
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declared  damnable  and  impious  doctrines,  ferving  A.C.  »683. 
to  corrupt  the  morals  and  the  minds  of  turbulent 
people,  to  excite  tumults  and  rebellions,  overturn 
ftates  and  kingdoms,  and  encourage  regicide  and 
atheifm.     In  the  midit  of  thefe  profecutions,  the  Thepnneeft 
princels  Anne,    iecond  daughter  of  the  duke  of  rieTto"™1 
York,  was  married  to  prince  George,    brother  to  Pnnce 
the  king  of  Denmark  •,  and  the  nuptials  were  cele-  De^SLk. 
brated  in  London.     As  this  city  had  not  yet  for- 
mally acknowledged  their  acquiefcence  in  the  fen- 
tence  awarded  againft  them,  the  king  ordered  the 
judgment  on  the  "  Quo  warranto,"  to  be  record- 
ed :  then  he  leized  the  government  into  his  own 
hands,  and  lent  a  commiflion  to  William  Pritchard, 
continuing  him  in  the  office  of  mayor  during  his 
pleafure.     He  likewife  confirmed  the  two  meriffs 
under  the  fame  reflridion,  but  dilmilfed  the  recor- 
der, and  appointed  another  in  his  place. 

The  credit  and  power  of  the  duke  of  York  were  The  king  js 
now  become  terrible  even  to  the  miniftry  •,  and  the  r-corci'c<i 
earl  of  Hallifax  refolved  to  balance  them  with  ano-  mo^th" 
ther  influence.  He  difcovered  the  place  of  Mon- 
mouth's  retreat,  and  prevailed  upon  him  to  fend 
two  fubmifTive  letters  to  the  king,  which  awakened 
all  the  paternal  tendernefs  of  Charles,  who  per- 
mitted him  to  appear  at  court,  and  even  endeavour- 
ed to  mediate  a  reconciliation  between  him  and  the 
duke  of  York.  He  prevailed  with  him  to  difclofe 
the  particulars  of  the  confpiracy,  upon  promifc 
that  his  teftimony  fhould  never  be  produced  againft 
any  of  his  friends  and  adherents.  He  called  an 
extraordinary  council,  to  tell  the  members  that 
Monmouth  was  a  fmcere  penitent ;  and  had  de- 
clared his  relblution  to  avoid  all  fuch  criminal  de- 
figns  for  the  future:  a  declaration  to  this  purpofe 
was  inierted  in  the  Gazette.  Monmouth  finding 
himfclf  difgraccd  with  all  his  party  by  this  conduct, 

no 
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A.  c.  1683.  no  fooner  obtained  his  pardon  in  form,  than  he  de- 
who  never,  nied  he  had  ever  made,  any  luch  confeifion.  His 
foun  dYf*  partiians  believed  this  aflertion,  and  declared  the 
E!-aced! "  whole  was  a  fidlion  of  the  miniftry.  Charles  was 
ib  provoked  by  Monmouth's  duplicity,  that  he  ba- 
nilhed  him  from  his  jprefence,  and  afterwards  or- 
dered him  to  quit  the  kingdom.  He  retired  to 
Holland,  where  he  was  hofpitably  received  by  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  afterwards  correiponded 
with  his  father,  whofe  fondnefs  for  him  revived  i 
though  he  carefully  concealed  it  from  the  know- 
ledge of  the  duke  of  York.  In  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, the  king  fent  a  fleet,  under  the  command 
of  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  to  demolim  the  town 
and  caitle  of  Tangier,  which  he  could  no  longer 
maintain  without  a  parliamentary  fupply.  The 
mole  was  entirely  deftroyed,  and  the  garriibn  being 
brought  over  to  England,  helped  to  form  a  little 
army,  which  was  kept  up  to  over-awe  the  malcon- 
tents of  the  kingdom. 

sketch  of  Charles  no  fooner  found  himfelf  at  liberty  to  con- 
affiineii  fuit  his  own  inclinations,  than  he  dropped  all  cor- 
nent0at  refpondence  with  Spain,  and  renewed  his  connec- 
tions with  Lewis  king  of  France,  againft  whole  in- 
tereil  he  had  never  afted  without  reluclance  Lewis, 
after  the  peace  of  Nimeguen,  when  other'  powers 
difmiffed  their  forces,  kept  a  great  army  on  foot, 
dictated  to  the  neighbouring  dates,  and  Seemed  to 
think  himfelf  within  reach  of  univerfal  monarchy. 
He  erected  chambers  at  Metz  and  Brifac  for  en- 
quiring into  titles,  and  refuming  luch  territories  as 
had  ever  belonged  to  his  new  conquefts.  Thefe 
courts  of  jurifdiftion  fummoned  princes  to  appear 
before  them,  and  iftiied  decrees  occafionally,  expel- 
lins;  them  from  their  dominions.  Lewis  took 
pofleriion  of  the  free  town  of  Strafburg.  He  de- 
manded Aloft-of  the  Spaniards  •>  and,  in  confequence 

of 
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of  their  refufing  to  cede  that  place,  reduced  Lux-  A.C.  i623. 
emburgh.  He  fent  a  fleet  to  bombard  Genoa,  be- 
caufe  that  ftate  had  ftipulated  to  build  fome  gallies 
for  the  Spaniards  -,  and  they  were  fain  to  deprecate 
his  refentment  by  the  moft  abject  fubmiffions.  Spain 
v/as  fo  exafperated  at  the  infolenceof  the  French 
monarch,  that,  without  confidering  her  own  weak- 
nefs,  (he  declared  war  againil  him  •,  and  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  him  over  run  all  the  Sparrilh 
Netherlands,  without  oppofition.  The  prince  of 
Orange  in  vain  endeavoured  to  intereil  Holland 
and  England  in  the  quarrel.  The  French  intereft 
prevailed  among  the  States-general,  and  Charles 
had  neither  means  nor  inclination  to  embark  in 
the  difpute.  The  emperor  of  Germany  had  op- 
prefled  his  Hungarian  fubje&s  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  they  were  driven  to  delpair.  The  French  mi- 
nifters  fomented  their  indignationv-  and  they  took 
arms  under  count  Tekeli.  This  nobleman,  rinding 
himfelf  unable  to  cope  with  the  whole  imperial 
pow.r,  foliuied  the  protection  of  the  Turks,  who 
actually  invaded  Germany,  and  penetrated  as  far  as 
Vienna,  which  they  invdted.  The  king  of  France 
aflembled  an  army  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empire, 
in  full  confidence  that  Vienna  would  be  taken,  and 
the  emperor  ruined  ;  and  that  the  princes  of  Ger- 
many would  appeal  to  him  for  protection.  The  Burner, 
city  was  already  reduced  to  extremity  by  the  grand  £"jj£ 
vizier  Cara  Muilapha,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thoufand  men,  when  John  Sobiefki  king 
of  Poland,  marching  to  the  relief  of  the  place, 
compelled  ihem  to  abandon  the  fiege ;  and,  on 
the  lecond  day  of  September,  defeated  them  with  A  c  j6g^ 
great  {laughter. 

At  this  period,  Charles  reigned  as  abfolute  as 
jiny  monarch  in  Chriftendom  ;  and  his  government 
was  iuliied  with  numb'jrleis  initances  of  partiality 
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A.C.  1684.  an(j  opprefllon.  Cruelty  was  not  natural  to  his 
The  great  diSpoSition ;  and  therefore  we  muft  impute  them 
Shm™d  to  tne  Sanguinary  temper  of  his  brother,  which  he 
dtfpofuion  of  had  not  resolution  enough  to  reftrain.  That  he 
york!kc°f  disapproved  of  his  conduct  in  many  cafes,  is  highly 
probable.  He  appeared  dirTatisfied  and  unhappy 
even  in  the  midft  of  his  lucceSs  and  triumphs  over 
his  enemies.  He  was  even  heard  to  fay,  "  Brother, 
"  I  am  too  old  to  go  again  to  my  travels;  you 
"  may,  if  you  pleafe."  This  exprefiion  was  pro- 
bably ufed  in  anfwer  to  Some  violent  propofal  of  the 
duke.  The  earl  of  Danby  was  now  releafed  upon 
bail,  after  a  long  imprifonment.  Lord  Petre,  one 
of  the  popifh  noblemen,  committed  on  the  evi- 
dence of  Dangerfield,  had  died  in  the  Tower,  after 
having  written  a  letter  to  the  king  ;  in  which  he, 
on  the  faith  of  a  dying  man,  protefted  his  own  in- 
nocence. The,other  four  were  admitted  to  bail, 
although  the  former  judges  had  declared,  that  it 
was  not  in  their  power  to  enlarge,  upon  any  Secu- 
rity whatfoever,  a  peer  of  the  realm,  who  had  been 
committed  by  the  parliament.  The  duke  of  York 
was  not  fo  favourable  to  his  friends,  as  implacable 
towards  his  enemies.  Button  Colt,  who  had  been 
member  of  the  three  laft  parliaments,  was  accufed 
of  having  called  the  duke  a  papift  ;  of  having  de- 
clared he  would  be  hanged  at  his  own  gate,  rather 
than  fufferfuch  a  prince  to  afcend  the  throne  ;  and 
of  having  reviled  him  with  many  expreflions  of 
abufe.  For  thefe  offences,  he  was  Sentenced  to  pay 
a  fine  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  fame 
fine  was  awarded  againil  Titus  Gates,  for  having 
Said  that  the  duke  was  a  traitor.  Two  indictments 
for  perjury  were  laid  againfl  him,  but  thefe  were 
not  tried  till  the  next  reign  •,  in  the  mean  time  he 
remained  in  prifon.  Since  the  detection  of  the 
Rye-houSe  plot,  two  and  thirty  perSons  were  con-. 
3  demne.d 
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demned  in  ruinous  fines,  and  fome  of  thefe  like-  A-  c  l68s« 
wile  fentenced  to  the  pillory.  When  Charles  had 
obtained  pofleflion  of  all  the  charters  that  conftitu- 
ted  the  corporations  in  England,  he  publifhed  a 
declaration,  thanking  his  fubjects  in  the  moft  affec- 
tionate terms,  for  having  repofed  fnch  confidence 
in  their  ibvereign  ;  afTuring  them  he  would  ufe  it 
with  moderation,  and  convince  the  moft  extrava- 
gant republicans,  that  as  the  crown  was  the  origin 
of  the  people's  rights,  ib  it  was  the  fureft  fupport 
of  their  liberties. 

He  was  actually  fuppofed  to  have  planned  a  total 
change  in  his  conduit.  Thofe  who  undertake  to 
juftify  or  excufe  his  character,  affirm  that  he  in- 
tended to  emancipate  himfelf  from  that  intolerable 
flavery  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  brother  -,  to 
fend  the  duke  of  York  beyond  fea,  or  into  Scot- 
land, to  recal  Monmouth,  and  aflemblc  a  free  par- 
liament. If  this  was  the  cafe,  death  anticipated  The  king>., 
the  execution  of  his  laudable  defign.  He  was  fud-  d^!h- 
denly  feized  with  an  apoplectic  fit  •,  after  which  he 
kinguilhed  a  few  days,  and  on  the  fixth  of  Febru- 
ary expired,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and 
the  twenty  fifth  of  his  reign.  Notwithstanding  the 
errors  in  his  conduct,  and  the  blemifhes  in  his 
character,  he  was  perfonally  beloved  by  the  people, 
who  were  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  aftonim- 
ment  at  his  death.  This  forrow  and  furprife,  co- 
operating with  the  terror  of  his  fucceflbr,  and  the 
deteftation  of  popery,  ingendered  a  fufpicion  of  his 
having  been  taken  off  by  poifon  •,  but  this,  upon 
inquiry,  appeared  without  foundation.  During  his 
laft  illneis,  he  received  the  facrament  from  the 
hands  of  a  carholic  prieft,  and  died  in  that  com- 
munion. Two  papers,  written  with  his  own  hand, 
in  defence  of  the  Romifh  religion,  were  found  in 
his  clofet  i  and  the  duk«  imprudently  ordered  them 

to 
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A.  c.  i6Sj.  to  be  published.  They  ferved  no  other  purpole 
than  that  of  ftigmatizing  the  memory  of  his  bro- 
ther, and  confirming  the  opinion  of  the  public 
with  regard  to  his  own  bigotry. 

iKscha-  Charles  II.  was  in  his  peribn  tall  and  fwarthy, 
rafter.  ancj  j^s  countenance  marked  with  ftrong,  harfh 
lineaments.  His  penetration  was  keen,  his  judg- 
ment clear,  his  und.rftanding  extenfive,  his  con- 
verfation  lively  and  entertaining,  and  he  poffefied 
the  talent  of  wit  and  ridicule.  He  was  eafy  of  ac- 
cefs,  police,  and  affable :  had  he  been  limited  to  a 
private  ftation,  he  would  have  pafTed  for  the  moft 
agreeable  and  beft-natured  man  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived.  His  greateft  enemies  alfow  him  to  have 
been  a  civil  hufband,  an  obliging  lover,  an  affec- 
tionate father,  and  an  indulgent  mailer  :  even  as  a 
prince,  he  manifested  an  averfion  to  cruelty  and 
injuftice.  Yet  thefe  good  qualities  were  more 
than  over  balanced  by  his  weakncfs  and  defects. 
He  was  a  fcoifer  at  religion,  and  a  libertine  in  his 
morals:  carelefs,  indolent,  profufe,  abandoned  to 
effeminate  plcafure,  incapable  of  any  nobb  enter- 
prize,  a  ftranger  to  manly  friendfhip  and  gratitude, 
deaf  to  th?  voice  of  honour,  blind  to  the  allure- 
ments of  glory,  and,  in  a  word,  wholly  deftitute 
of  every  active  virtue.  Being  himfelf  unprincipled, 
he  believed  mankind  were  falfe,  perfidious,  and  in- 
terefted  j  and  therefore  he  praclifed  difTnnulation 
for  Ivs  own  convenience.  He  was  ftrongly  attach- 
ed to  the  French  manners,  government,  and  mo- 
narch :  he  was  difTatisfied  with  his  own  limited 
prerogative.  The  majority  of  his  own  fubjefts  he 
defpifed  or  hated,  as  hypocrites,  fanatics,  and  re- 
publicans, who  had  perfecuted  his  father  and  him- 
lelf,  and  fought  the  deftru&ion  of  the  monarchy. 
In  thefe  fentiments,  he  could  not  be  fuppoied  to 
purfue  the  intereft  of  the  nation  •,  on  the  contrary, 
6  he 
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he  feemed  to  think  that  his  own  fafety  was  incom-  A. 
patible  with  the  honour  and  advantage  of  his  peo- 
ple.    Had  he  been  an  abloluce  prince,  the  fubjecls 
would   have   found    themfelves  quiet  and  happy 
under  a  mild  adminiilration  •,  but  harraffcd  as  he 
was  by  a  powerful  oppofirion,  and  perplexed  with 
perpetual  indigence,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged, 
for  his  own  eale  andiecurity,  to  proiecute  mealures 
which  rendered  his  reign  a  misfortune  to  the  king- 
dom •,  and  intailed  upon  him  the  contempt  of  all 
the  other  powers  in  Europe.     Yet  that  misfortune  gu 
did  not  immediately  affect  the  nation  in  its  com-  w 
merical  concerns.    Trade  and  manufacture  flourim-  R 
ed  more  in  this  reign,  than  at  any  other  asra  of  the 
Englifti  monarchy.      Jnduflry  was  crowned  with 
fuccefs,  and  the  people  in  general  lived  in  eafe  and 
affluence*. 
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*  Charles  had  no  iflne  by  his  qirert, 
bull. ft  a  numerous  progeny  of  natu  al 
children,  by  different  concubines  j  the 
dukes  of  Monmouth,  Cleveland,  Graf- 
ton,  Richmond,  and  St.  Albans,  be- 
fides  the  un'.iltinguifhcd  fruit  of  occa- 
fional  commerce  with  a  great  variety 
of  women. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  the  arts 
and  :"cicn-es  were  cultivated  with  good 
fuccefs,  tho'  they  were  very  little  en- 
couraged by  ihe  fovereign  ;  yr  he  had 
himfelf  made  feme  proficiency  in  me- 
chanics and  chemiftry,  and  was  a  good 
judge  of  grn'us.  The  moft  eminent 
men  of  the  royal  focitty,  at  its  firft  in- 
flituti  :n,  were  the  lord  n-onnciter,  Sir 
Robert  Murray,  Dr.  Wilk:ns  b:/h.p  of 
Chcfter,  Mr.  Rt,b.-rt  Bry'r,  vvht>  had 
made  great  progrefs  :n  natural  philo- 
fcphy,and  Dr  Wnrd  afterward;  biftop 
of  Siercr,  a  profound  Kiathtmatician. 


This  period  likew'fe  produced  the  im- 
mortal Newton,  whofe  difcoveries  i» 
nature  will  rcfkdl  eternal  luftre  on 
the  nation  that  gave  him  birth  ;  the 
learned  StUHngfleer,  the  elegant,  the 
rational  Tillotfon,  beildes  many  ether 
exctllent  divines,  fuch  as  Tennifon, 
Patrick,  Loyd,  and  Burnst,  who  .iftin- 
gui/hed  himfelf  br  b.  s  h:ftocrofthe- 
rcform.tioa.  The  practice  ef  medi- 
c  ne  was  greatly  imprived  by  the  ju  • 
dicious  Syr'enham.  The  witty  clog- 
grelitt  Cutier  contributed  more  trun 
any  other  pei  Ton,  by  his  poem  et  Hue)  - 
bras,  to  bring  fanaticifm  into  contempt, 
The  king  admired  this  production,  yet 
left  the  author  to  die  in  oblcurity. 
.  Drydtn  flu-ne  unrivalled  in  poetry  ; 
but  was  viticus  and  incorrecl,  from  the, 
de.ravity  of  the  puhlic  tafte,  and  ths 
hurry  in  which  he  was  ob  iged  to> 
«riie  for  fubfiftence.  Otway'i  tra- 
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A.  C.  168  «.  K^ies  are  celebrated  above  all  other*, 
for  warmth  and  pathetic  tenHernefs- 
He  \ivtd  utterly  neglefled,  and  died 
of  hunger.  Even  the  courtiers  of  this 
reign  were  infpired  with  literary  am- 
bition. The  duke  of  Buckingham 
acquired  feme  ieputat;on  by  writ:ng 
the  Rehearfal,  to  ridicule  the  falfe  tafle 
and  abfurdities  of  the  dramatic  writ- 
ers. Roctaftcr  rendered  himfelf  fa- 


mous  fer  poignancy  of  fatire  and  irti- 
purity.  Wycheily  difpJayed  the  genius 
of  true  comedy,  tho'  rude  and  licen- 
tious. The  earls  of  Doflet,  Refcnm- 
mcn,  and  Mulgrave,  wrote  with  eafe, 
fpirit,  and  negligence.  Hallifax  pof- 
ftffed  refinfd  talents  5  the  writings  of 
Sir  William  Temple  are  entertaining 
and  inftruftive. 


JAMES 


7T. 


JAMES       II. 

T  Mmediately  after  the  deceafe  of  Charles,  A. c.isg4-s 
J^  his  brother  James  was  proclaimed  in  Lon-  ,arres  Ir 
don,  without  the  leaft  tumult  or  fhadow  of  op-  furcefds  to 
pofition.  On  the  contrary,  the  people  feemed thcthrone* 
to  rejoice  at  his  accefiion.  On  the  firft  day  of  his 
reign,  he  affembled  the  council  at  Whitehall.  He 
difclaimed  arbitrary  principles  :  declared  he  would 
maintain  the  religion  eftablifhed  by  law,  and  de- 
fend the  liberties  of  his  people,  for  which  he  had 
already  expofed  his  life  upon  more  than  one  occa- 
fion.  His  fpeech  was  printed  and  read  with  uni- 
verfal  applaufe.  All  thofe  who  pofTefTed  employ- 
ments under  the  late  king  were  continued  in  their 
refpective  offices  by  proclamation  :  this  was  another 
popular  flep  in  the  new  monarch.  The  fubjects 
did  not  feem  much  diflatisfied  even  when  he  went 
publicly  to  mafs ;  but  they  began  to  be  alarmed  at 
a  proclamation  which  he  ifTued,  for  continuing  the 
cuftoms  and  excife,  which  had  been  granted  to  hi-, 
brother  only  for  life.  He  ordered  Hudlefton  to 
publim  an  account  of  his  brother's  dying  in  the 
Roman  catholic  faith ;  and  produced  the  two 
papers  which  had  been  found  in  his  clofet.  The 
funeral  of  that  prince  was  celebrated  without  any 
folemnity,  and  at  a  very  little  expence.  The  earl 
of  Rochester  was  appointed  treafurer  j  his  brother 
Clarendon  keeper  of  the  privy-feal ;  and  Hallifax, 
now  a  marquis,  was  created  prefident  of  the  coun- 
cil. The  king  received  congratulatory  addrefies 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  fome  of  them 
couched  in  the  moll  fervile  terms  of  adulation.  He 
and  his  queen  were  crowned  on  the  twenty  third 
day  of  April,  when  the  populace  obferved  that  the 
N°75.  P  royal 
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A.c.i684-5  royal  diadem  was  too  large  for  his  head,  and  {hook 
from  fide  to  fide  •,  a  circumftance  from  which  they 
deduced  a  bad  omen. 

Scanty  of  On  the  day  of  the  coronation,  the  parliament  of 
thrScott-fh  Scotland  was  aflembled  by  the  duke  of  Queenf- 

parhajnent.   ,  ,  ,-  i     i        i  •        »  c 

berry,  who  repreiented  the  king  s  perion  as  com- 
miffioner.  That  nobleman,  though  a  faithful  ad- 
herent to  the  royal  family,  afiured  the  king  that  he 
could  not  ferve  him  in  any  thing  that  mould  con- 
tradict the  laws  of  his  country.  James,  in  his  letter 
to  the  Scottiih  parliament,  inveighed  againft  the 
fanatics,  whom  he  termed  murderers  and  arTaffins; 
and  defired  the  ftates  would  take  proper  meafures 
to  fecure  the  kingdom  againft  their  machinations. 
The  commifiloner  told  them,  his  majefty  was  re- 
folved  to  maintain  and  protect  the  eftablimed 
church,  and  the  liberties  of  his  fubjects  ;  and  ex- 
horted them  to  exterminate  the  fanatics.  The  earl 
of  Perth,  chancellor  of  that  kingdom,  extolled  the 
king's  virtues,  and  afterwards  embraced  the  catho- 
lic religion  -,  by  which  ftep  he  ingratiated  himfelf 
fo  much  with  James,  that  he  was  able  to  fupplant 
the  duke  of  Queenfberry.  The  parliament  pre- 
fented  an  abject  addrefs  to  the  king  on  his  accefllon  : 
they  confirmed  the  act  of  the  preceding  reign  for 
maintaining  the  eftablimed  religion  :  they  annexed 
the  excife  to  the  crown :  they  enacted  a  ftatute, 
decreeing  the  penalties  of  treafon  and  confifcation 
of  goods,  not  only  againft  thole  who  fhould  be  pre- 
fent  at  conventicles,  but  even  againft  fuch  as  mould 
know  and  yet  forbear  giving  teftimony  againft  trai- 
tors and  nonconformifts  •,  and,  in  a  vote  which  they 
called  an  offer  of  duty,  they  profefled  their  abhor-r 
rence  of  all  principles  and  pofitions  derogatory  to 
the  king's  facred,  fupreme,  fovereign,  abfolute 
power. 

Tft«uf  Before  the  meeting  of  the  Englifli  parliament, 
o  res  ;br  y/hich  had  been  convoked  for  the  nineteenth  day 
**$•  of 
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of  May,  Gates  was  tried  in  the  court  of  king's  A.c.ies-j^ 
bench,  upon  two  indictments  of  perjury  •,  and  con- 
vidted  upon  the  evidence  of  above  fixty  reputable 
witneffes,  nine  of  whom  were  proteftants.  He 
was  Sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  two  thoufand  marks; 
to  be  fcourged  through  the  ftreets  by  the  hangman 
twice  in  three  days  •,  to  ftand  in  the  pillory  at  dif- 
ferent parts  of  London  and  Weftminfter ;  to  under- 
go this  infamy  once  every  year,  and  be  imprifoned 
for  life.  Jeffries  infulted  him  from  the  bench,  and 
the  executioner  performed  his  office  with  great  fe- 
verity.  He  bore  his  fate  with  furprifing  relblution, 
proteiling  his  innocence  in  the  mod  folemn  man- 
ner ;  was  cherifhed  and  fupported  by  a  numerous 
party,  who  looked  upon  him  as  a  martyr  to  the 
proteftant  religion  ;  and,  in  the  fubfequent  reign, 
he  obtained  his  liberty,  with  a  penlion  of  four  hun- 
dred pounds.  Dangerfield,  being  alfo  convicted 
of  perjury,  was  fentenced  to  be  fcourged,  and  to 
pay  a  fine  of  five  thoufand  pounds.  After  having 
undergone  this  corporal  punilhment,  one  Francis, 
a  (Indent  in  the  law,  reviled  him  with  fome  acrimo- 
nious expreffions  ;  to  which  he  replied  with  fuch 
virulence,  as  provoked  the  aggreflbr  to  pufh  afmall 
cane  into  his  eve.  Dangerfield  died  in  two  hours; 
and  Francis,  being  convifted  of  the  murder,  was 
executed-,  notwithstanding  the  moil  earned  folici* 
cations  of  fome  perfons  of  great  intereft. 

The  parliament  having  met  and  chofen  their  compiai- 
fpeaker,  the  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  re-  f"»«,,t  '*>« 
peated  the  promifes  he  had  made  to  his  council,  &***£?* 
touching  the  maintenance  of  the  Englifh  church, 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people.     He  demanded  a 
fupply  for  the  fupport  of  the  fleet  and  the  occafions 
of  the  crown,   affuring  them  that  the  more  liberal 
they  (hould  be,  he  would  always  bt  the  better  dift 
pofed  to  meet  them  often.     He  gave  them  to  un- 
derfhnd,  that  the  earl  of  Argyle  h.\d  landed  in 
i*  a  Scoihnd, 
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A.c.i684-5  Scotland,  with  a  view  to  excite  a  rebellion,  for 
which  piirpofe  he  had  brought  arms  and  officers 
from  Holland,  and  publimed  two  manifeftos,  ac- 
cufmg  the  king  of  tyranny  and  ufurpation.  The 
parliament  were  charmed  with  the  king's  fpeech  ; 
and  that  fame  day  prefented  an  addrefs  of  thanks, 
in  .anfwer  to  which,  he  affured  them  they  would 
find  him  a  man  of  his  word.  The  commons  im- 
mediately voted,  that  all  the  revenues  enjoyed  by 
the  late  king  mould  be  granted  to  his  majefty  for 
the  term  of  his  life  •,  and  the  upper  houfe  difcharg- 
ed  the  earl  of  Danby  and  the  popifh  lords  from 
their  bail.  They  brought  in  a  bill  for  reverfmg 
the  attainder  of  lord  Stafford,  on  the  fuppofition  of 
his  having  been  falfely  accufed ;  and  it  pafied  by 
a  majority,  though  not  without  great  oppofition, 
and  a  proteftation  of  thofe  lords  by  whom  it  was 
oppofed.  The  commons,  however,  rejected  the 
bill  •,  for  how  complaifant  foever  they  might  be  to 
the  king,  they  had  no  intention  to  encourage  the 
Roman  catholic  party.  Not  but  that  the  art  of 
corruption  had  been  exercifed  in  a  fhameful  man- 
ner, to  procure  fuch  a  parliament  as  would  enter 
into  all  the  king's  meafures.  The  boroughs  of 
England,  by  the  feizure  of  their  charters,  were 
left  intirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  court,  and  the  cor- 
poration-men obliged  to  chufe  fuch  members  as 
were  agreeable  to  the  adminiftration.  The  two 
houfes  voted,  that  they  would  affift  the  king  with 
their  whole  power  againft  the  earl  of  Argyle  and 
all  other  traitors.  The  committee  for  the  affairs 
of  religion  prepared  a  vote  for  afllfting  the  king  in 
defending  the  eftablifhed  church;  and  another, 
that  his  majefty  mould  be  defired,  in  an  addrefs, 
to  execute  the  laws  againft  nonconformrits :  but 
thefe  were  rejected  by  the  houfe,  on  the  fuppofition 
that  they  would  be  difpleafing  to  the  king,  who 
was  himfelf  a  nonconformift.  But  they  unani- 
4  moufly 
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moufly  parted  the  following  vote,  That  the  houfe  A.c.i68^s 
repofed  itlelf  intirely  on  the  king's  word  and  decla- 
ration, that  he  would  fupport  and  defend  the  Eng- 
lifli  church  as  by  law  eftablifhed,  which  was  dearer 
to  them  than  their  lives.  The  fame  exprefllon  was 
ufed  in  the  fpeaker's  fpeech  to  the  king,  when  he 
came  to  the  parliament  to  pafs  the  bill  for  his  re- 
venue. 

The  earl  of  Argyle  thinking  himfelf  releafed  The  earl  of 
from  the  ties  of  allegiance  by  the  injuries  he  had  n^Sfade- 
fuftained,  waited  at  Amfterdam  for  a  favourable  f  fnt  in, 
opportunity  to  raife  an  infurreftion  of  his  country- Sci 
men  againft  James,  who  was  the  author  of  his  mis- 
fortunes. He  knew  the  prefbyterians  of  Scotland 
were  reduced  to  defpair  by  opprefiion  •,  and  he  did 
not  doubt  but  they  would  join  him  at  his  firft  ap- 
pearance. He  held  many  conferences  with  the 
duke  of  Monmouth,  who  was  likev/ife  a  refugee  in 
Holland,  and  very  well  difpofed  to  ac~l  againft  the 
king  of  England ;  and  they  formed  the  fcheme  of 
a  double  inlurrection.  Argyle  perfuaded  the  duke 
to  try  his  fortune  among  the  whigs  in  the  weft  of 
England,  who  loved  him  almoft  to  adoration :  but 
they  were  deftitute  of  money  to  forward  the  under- 
taking, and  Monmouth  had  received  no  afiurances 
of  being  joined  at  his  landing  by  any  perfon  of 
confideration.  At  length,  Argyle,  being  fupplied 
with  a  fum  of  money  by  a  rich  widow  in  Amller- 
dam,  purchafed  arms  and  ammunition  for  his  cn- 
terprize,  and  fet  fail  for  Scotland,  after  having  ex- 
torted the  duke's  promife  that  he  would  make  a 
delcent  in  England,  as  loon  as  he  fliould  hear  of 
Argyle's  arrival  in  the  Highlands.  This  noble- 
man embarked  with  Ibme  Scottifh  officers ;  and, 
on  the  fifth  day  of  May  being  off  the  Orkneys, 
lent  his  fecretary  on  more  to  found  the  inhabitants, 
by  whom  he  was  detained  prifoner.  The  earl,  dif- 
appointed  in  this  quarter,  failed  round  to  DunilafF- 
P  3 
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A.c.i6s4-5nagC>  an  old  caftie  on  his  own  eftate,  whieh  he 
converted  into  a  place  of  arms.  He  was  immedi- 
ately joined  by  five  and  twenty  hundred  of  his  own 
vaffals  and  dependents :  then  he  publifhed  his 
manifeftos,  and  wrote  circular  letters  to  his  friends; 
but  they  had  been  previoufly  fecured  by  an.  order 
of  council,  upon  the  news  of  his  arrival  at  the 
Orkneys.  By  means  of  his  three  mips,  and  a  great 
number  of  fmall  boats,  he  tranfplanted  his  men  to 
the  ifle  of  Bute,  where  he  remained  unactive  until 
he  received  intelligence  that  three  mips  of  war  and 
fome  frigates  were  ordered  to  diftrefs  him  by  fea, 
while  the  duke  of  Gordon,  the  marquis  of  Athol, 
and  the  earl  of  Arran,  advanced  againft  him  by 
land,  at  the  head  of  different  bodies  of  forces. 
Thence  he  paffed  over  into  Argylefhire,  from 
•whence  he  marched  towards  Dumbarton,  after  ha^ 
ving  moved  his  artillery  and  ammunition  into  an- 
other caftie,  and  left  a  fmall  garrifon  for  its  defence. 
The  place  was  immediately  taken,  and  his  veflels 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  lofs  difcou- 
raged  him  and  his  followers  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
they  now  thought  of  nothing  but  providing  for 
their  own  fafety.  Finding  themfelves  hotly  pur- 
fued  from  place  to  place,  they  difperfed  into  fmall 
bodies,  that  they  might  have  the  better  chance  for 
j«  t*k*,,  efcaping.  The  earl  himfelf,  after  having  been 
annexe-  wounded,  thought  proper  to  quit  his  horle,  and 
was  taken  by  apeafant,  {landing  up  to  his  neck  in 
water.  Being  conducted  to.  Edinburgh,  he  began 
to  prepare  for  death  with  the  moll  chearful  refigna- 
tion  ;  and  in  a  few  days  was  beheaded,  in  conle- 
quence  of  his  former  fentence.  Rumbold,  owner 
of  the  Rye-houfe,  who  had  accompanied  him  in 
this  expedition,  together  with  one  Aylaffe,  nearly 
Allied  to  the  old  earl  of  Clarendon,  were  brought  to 
trial  in  London,  and  condemned.  Rumbold  de- 
fied that  the  perfons  in  the  Rye-houie  plot  had, 

ever 
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ever  formed  arefolution  to  affafTinate  the  king.  He  A. c., 684.5 
laughed  at  the  notion  of  divine  hereditary  right : 
believed  that  allegiance  and  protection  were  reci- 
procal. He  faid  he  could  not  think  God  had  made 
the  greater  part  of  mankind  with  faddles  on  their 
backs  and  bridles  in  their  mouths,  and  a  few  with 
boots  and  fpurs  to  ride  them  at  their  pleafure. 
Aylaffe  was  examined  by  the  king  in  perfon,  who 
exhorted  him  to  difcover  their  correfpondents  in 
England,  faying,  "  Mr.  Aylaffe,  you  know  it  is  in 
*'  my  power  to  pardon  you."  He  boldly  replied, 
that  although  it  was  in  his  power,  it  was  not  in  his 
nature  :  and  the  king  would  not  difprove  the  truth 
of  the  aflertion,  for  both  were  executed. 

The  duke  of  Monmouth,  according  to  his  pro-  The  duke  cf 
mife,  failed  from  the  Texel  with  three  veffd«,  on  the  j^TsTthe 
twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  and  on  the  eleventh  weft  of 
day  of  June  landed  with  about  fourfcore  followers  Ergland* 
at  Lyme  in  Dorfetfhire,  of  which  he  took  poffeffion 
without  rcfillance.  Here  he  publifhed  amanifefto, 
conceived  in  very  bitter  terms  againft  the  king, 
whom  he  reproached  as  author  of  the  fire  of  Lon- 
don, of  the  popifh  plot,  the  murder  of  Godfrey,  the 
afiaffination  of  EiTex,  the  diflblution  of  parliaments, 
the  Hibernation  of  juries,  the  moft  flagrant  acts  of 
tyranny  and  oppreflion.  He  taxed  him  with  having 
poifoned  his  brother -,  declared  he  himfelf  was  come 
to  redrels  the  grievances  of  the  nation  ;  that  his 
mother  had  been  the  lawful  wife  of  Charles  -,  and 
he  invited  the  people  to  join  him  in  his  laudable 
undertaking.  The  parliament  was  no  fooner  in- 
formed of  Monmouth's  landing,  than  they  pre- 
fented  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  afiuring  him  of  their 
zeal  and  afiiftance  in  quelling  this  rebellion.  They 
befought  him  to  publifh  a  proclamation,  offering  a 
reward  of  five  thoufand  pounds  to  any  perfon  who 
fhould  take  the  duke  dead  or  alive  :  and  they 
brought  in  a  bill  of  attainder  againft  him  i  which, 
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A.C.  .685.  jn  two  days,  paflcd  through  both  houfes.  They 
likewife  voted  a  grant  to  the  king  of  four  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  his  prelent  occafions  :  then 
the  parliament  was  adjourned.  The  country  peo- 
ple flocked  to  the  ftandard  of  Monmouth  fo  fail, 
that  in  two  or  three  days  his  army  was  augmented 
to  two  thoufand  men;  but  he  was  not  joined  by 
any  perfon  of  confequence.  Receiving  intimation 
that  the  duke  of  Albemarle  advanced  with  a  ftrong 
body  of  militia  to  block  him  up  in  Lyme,  he 
marched  to  Axminfter ;  and  Albemarle  retreated 
v/ith  precipitation.  At  Taunton  the  duke  of  Mon- 
motfth  was  received  amidft  the  loud  acclamations 
of  the  people :  his  army  being  confiderably  in- 
creafed,  he  afiumed  the  title  of  King,  and  was  pro- 
claimed with  great  folemnity.  He  then  ifiiied  a 
proclamation,  fetting  a  price  upon  the  head  of  the 
duke  of  York;  afecond,  declaring  the  prelent  par- 
liament a  feditious  affembly;  and  the  third,  de- 
nouncing Albemarle  a  traitor.  On  the  twenty- 
firft  day  of  June  he  marched  to  Bridgewater,  where 
he  was  likewife  well  received ;  and  from  thence  ad- 
vanced to  the  neighbourhood  of  Briftol,  the  in- 
habitants of  which  were  well  affeded  to  his  perfon 
and  defign ;  but  they  were  kept  in  awe  by  their 
governor,  the  duke  of  Beaufort.  Monmouth  un- 
derftanding  that  the  king's  troops  were  on  the 
march  to  give  him  battle,  refolved  to  retire  to 
Bridgewater.  He  was  refufed  admittance  into 
Bath;  but  he  entered  Froome  without  oppofition. 
The  king  was  not  a  little  perplexed  and  alarmed  at 
his  progrefs.  The  regular  troops  being  difperfed 
through  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  he  ordered 
the  militia  of  the  weftern  counties  to  be  raifed  :  he 
recalled  fix  regiments  of  Englifh  and  Scots  that 
were  in  the  fervice  of  the  States-general.  The 
prince  of  Orange  offered  to  come  over  and  afllft 
him  in  perfon  -,  but  this  oiferhe  declined.  Having 
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aflembled  about  three  thoufaad  foot  and  dragoons,  A.C.  1685, 
he  beftowed  the  command  of  this  little  army  upon 
the  earl  of  Feverfham,  nephew  to  the  famous  marer 
chal  de  Turenne  ;  and  this  nobleman  took  poft  at 
Sedgemore,  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bridgewater,  while  the  militia  of  that  country  was 
airembled  by  the  dukes  of  Beaufort,  Someriet,  Al- 
bemarle,  and  the  earl  of  Pembroke. 

Monmouth,  who  had  returned  to  Bridgewater,  TS  defeated 
finding  himfelf  in  danger  of  being  furrounded  by  ^^ 
the  enemy,  whofe  number  every  day  increafed,  re- 
folved  to  attack  the  earl  of  Feverfham  at  Sedge- 
more.  On  the  fifth  of  July,  he  began  his  march 
about  eleven  at  night  in  profound  filence  ;  but  fall- 
ing in  with  Dumbarton's  regiment,  which  happen- 
ed to  be  in  an  advanced  ffoft,  they  alarmed  the 
royalifts,  who  were  foon  provided  for  his  recep- 
tion. The  action  began  at  day-break ;  and  lord 
Grey,  who  commanded  Monmouth's  horfe,  was 
routed  at  the  firft  onfet.  The  duke,  at  the  head 
of  the  infantry,  maintained  his  ground  with  great 
gallantry,  until  he  was  charged  in  flank  by  the 
victorious  horfe  of  the  enemy,  and  his  men  would 
no  longer  Hand  to  their  arms.  About  three  hun- 
dred were  killed  in  the  engagement,  and  a  thou- 
fand  in  the  purfuit.  He  retired  with  about  fifty 
horfe  •,  but  thefe  foon  difperfed,  and  he  rode  to- 
wards Dorfetfhire  until  his  horfe  could  carry  him 
no  farther.  Then  he  alighted,  and  exchanging  ap- 
parel with  a  fhepherd,  fled  on  foot,  attended  by  a 
German  count,  who  had  accompanied  him  from 
Holland.  Being  quite  exhaufted  with  hunger  and 
fatigue,  they  lay  down  in  a  field,  and  covered 
themfelves  with  itraw.  The  fhepherd  being  found 
in  his  cloaths,  was  brought  to  lord  Lumley,  who, 
from  his  information  and  the  fagacity  of  fome 
hounds,  detected  the  duke  in  this  forlorn  fituation, 
with  ra\v  peas  in  his  pocket,  which  he  had  gather- 
ed 
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1685.  ecj  in  the  fields  to  fuftain  life.  His  fpirit  had  quite 
forfaken  him  ;  and  he  man  if  e  fled  the  meaneft  de- 
jection. He  wrote  a  piteous  letter  to  the  king, 
imploring  his  companion  ;  and  another  to  the 
queen  dowager,  craving  her  mediation.  She  inter- 
ceded for  him,  and  obtained  the  king's  promife  to 
give  him  an  audience.  At  this  interview  the  duke 
fell  upon  his  knees,  and  begged  his  life  in  the 
moft  abjecl  terms.  James  afked  him  feveral  quef- 
tions  •,  defired  him  to  fign  a  paper,  declaring  the 
late  king  had  allured  him  that  he  had  never  been 
married  nor  contracted  to  the  duke's  mother. 
When  he  had  made  this  acknowledgment,  the  king 
told  him  his  crime  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  it 
could  not  be  pardoned  •,  and  that  he  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  prepare  himfelf  for  another  world. 
The  queen,  who  was  prefent,  is  faid  to  have  in- 
fulted  him  in  the  moft  outrageous  manner.  The 
duke,  perceiving  he  had  nothing  to  hope  from  the 
clemency  of  his  uncle,  recolie6ted  his  fpirits,  rofe 
and  retired  with  an  air  of  difdain  ;  nevertheless,  he 
renewed  his  intreaties  for  life,  and  even  begged  a 
refpite  for  a  few  days,  which  was  denied.  All  hopes 
being  vanifhed,  he  compofed  himfelf  for  death, 
which  he  encountered  with  indifference.  On  the 
foaffold  he  profeffed  his  forrow  for  the  blood  which 
had  been  fhed  ;  and  declared  he  had  ever  meaned 
well  to  the  nation.  He  touched  the  ax,  and  faid, 
it  was  notmarp  enough.  He  gave  the  executioner 
half  of  what  he  intended  for  his  reward,  telling 
him  his  fervant  would  give  the  reft,  provided  he 
mould  perform  his  -part  with  dexterity,  and  not  be- 
have fo  butcherly  as  he  had  done  at  the  death  of 
lord  Ruflel.  The  man  was  feized  with  an  univer- 
ial  trepidation.  When  the  duke  laid  down  his 
head  and  made  the  fignal,  he  ftruck  three  times 
ineffectually,  and  then  threw  down  the  ax  j  but  the 
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&erifF  compelled  him  to  refume  the  work,  which  *-c->6Sj' 
with  three  other  ftrokes  he  finifhed.  The  head  and 
body  were  buried  immediately  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Tower.  Such  was  the  lamentable  fate  of  James 
duke  of  Monmouth,  the  darling  of  the  Englifh 
people.  He  was  brave,  foft,  and  gentle,  fmcere, 
and  good-natured,  open  to  flattery,  and  addicted 
to  pleasure.  Lord  Grey  was  alfo  taken  ;  but  he 
compounded  for  his  life,  by  paying  large  lums  of 
money,  and  diicoveriag  all  the  connections  of  Mon- 
mouth. 

The  king,  however,  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  Cruelty  of 
vengeance  he  had  taken.  His  officers  a6led  with  jefci«£ 
the  moft  favage  inhumanity  towards  the  prifoners 
that  were  taken  at  Sedgemore.  Fevermam  order- 
ed above  twenty  to  be  hanged  immediately  after 
the  action.  Nineteen  were  put  to  death  in  the 
fame  manner  at  Bridgewater  by  colonel  Kirke,  a 
brutal  foldier  who  had  fervcd  at  Tangier.  He  con- 
tinued to  execute  others  occasionally,  for  his  diver- 
fion,  with  fuch  circumflances  of  wanton  barbarity 
as  are  mocking  to  human  nature.  He  ravaged 
the  whole  country,  without  making  the  leaft  di£ 
tinction  between  friend  or  foe.  He  allowed  his 
foldiers  to  live  upon  free-quarter,  and  his  own  re- 
giment, which  was  the  moft  outrageous,  he  dif- 
tinguimed  by  the  name  of  Kirke's  lambs  •,  an  ap- 
pellation ftill  remembered  with  horror  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  The  inhumanity  of  this  ruffian 
was  properly  feconded  by  the  furious  Jeffries, 
who  was  fent  on  the  weflern  circuit,  as  another 
minifter  of  the  king's  vengeance.  His  natural 
brutality  and  third  of  blood  were  inflamed  with 
continual  intoxication.  He  told  the  prifoners,  that 
if  they  would  fave  him  the  trouble  of  trying  them, 
they  might  expect  fome  favour ;  otherwise  he  would 
execute  the  law  upon  them  with  the  utmoft  feve- 
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A.C.  1685.  rity.  Many  poor  wretches  were  thus  decoyed  into 
confefiion  •,  but  they  found  no  mercy.  He  threaten- 
ed juries,  intimidated  witnefTes,  rejected  all  inter- 
cefiion,  and  feemed  to  take  pleafure  in  the  work  of 
death.  At  Dorchefter,  he  ordered  nine  and  twenty 
perfons  to  be  executed  immediately  after  convic- 
tion. In  this  town  two  hundred  and  ninety-two 
received  fentence  of  death.  He  profecuted  the 
fame  work  of  carnage  at  Exeter  and  Taunton. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  perfons  were  in  this  circuit 
facrificed,  under  colour  of  juftice. 

Esrecut^n        Lady  LiHe,  widow  of  one  of  the  regicides,  tho* 

0t  lady  Line  iriri          ITL  -1  11- 

aad  others,  herielt  a  loyault,  was  apprehended,  in  extreme  olci 
age,  for  having  fheltered  in  her  houfe  two  fugitives 
from  the  battle  of  Sedgemore.  She  proved  that 
me  had  ordered  her  fervant  to  carry  an  information 
againft  them  to  the  next  juflice  of  the  peace,  as 
foon  as  me  knew  in  what  enterprize  they  had  been 
engaged.  Twice  the  jury  declared  her  not  guilty. 
Jeffries  fent  them  back  with  dreadful  menaces  •,  and 
at  laft  they  were  intimidated  into  a  verdict,  by 
which  (he  loft  her  life.  In  vain  was  interceffion 
made  for  this  aged  matron.  The  king  lent  a  deaf 
ear  to  all  that  could  be  faid  in  her  behalf-,  and  ihe 
fuffered  an  ignominious  death.  One  of  the  rebels 
having  efcaped  to  London,  took  refuge  in  the 
houfe  of  Mrs.  Gaunt  an  anabaptifl,  whole  life  was 
one  continued  exercife  of  benevolence.  She  con- 
cealed and  maintained  this  fugitive,  who  was  fuch 
an  abandoned  villain,  that  he  informed  againft  his 
protectrefs,  for  the  reward  and  indemnity  offered 
in  a  proclamation  to  thofe  who  mould  difcover  de- 
linquents. He  was  pardoned  and  recompenfed  for 
his  treachery :  and  me  was  burned  alive  for  her  be- 
neficence. Thofe  people  in  the  Weft  who  efcaped 
death,  were  ruined  by  fines,  fcourged,  banillied, 
and  impriibned,  Cornilh  the  fheriff,  who  had  been 
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fo  active  againft  the  court,  being  accufed  of  trea-  A>  Cl  l68s 
fon  by  Goodenough  and  Rumfey,  was  profecuted 
fo  eagerly,  that  in  the  fpace  of  one  week,  he  was 
tried,  condemned,  and  executed.  After  his  death 
the  perjury  of  the  evidences  appeared  ib  flagrant, 
that  the  king  himielf  exprefled  fome  regret  •,  grant- 
ed the  eftate  to  his  family,  and  condemned  the  wh- 
nefles  to  perpetual  imprifonment.  A  furgeon  of 
the  name  of  Batteman,  who  had  attended  Oates  with 
care  and  humanity,  and  cured  him  of  the  ftripes'he 
had  received  at  the  hands  of  juftice,  was  accufed 
of  having  uttered  feditious  difcourfe  againft  the  go- 
vernment, and  committed  to  prifon,  where  he  loft 
the  ufe  of  his  reafon  :  neverthelefs,  he  was  brought 
to  trial,  condemned,  and  executed. 

Nothing  could  be  more  flourifhing  than  the  Bigotry  of 
king's  prefent  fituation.  He  had  quelled  two  dan-  James% 
gerous  rebellions  •,  trampled  faction  under  foot ; 
and  obtained  a  parliament  that  complied  with  all 
his  defires.  He  faw  a  {landing  army  at  his  beck ; 
heard  the  doctrines  of  pafiive  obedience  and  non- 
refiftance  echoed  from  every  corner,  as  articles  of 
the  Englim  creed  ;  and  found  himfelf  courted  by 
foreign  ftates,  as  a  prince  who  had  it  in  his  power 
to  regulate  the  interefts  of  Europe.  But  he  had 
nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  converfion  of  his 
people  to  the  catholic  religion.  His  own  zeal  was 
in  this  particular  reinforced  by  that  of  the  queen, 
who  was  a  bigotted  Italian,  and  continually  whet- 
ted by  the  importunities  and  exhortations  of  fome 
hotbrained  jefuits,  who  had  acquired  the  moft  abfo- 
lute  influence  and  tyranny  over  his  confcience. 
His  brother,  even  in  his  laft  agonies,  diffuaded 
him  from  endeavouring  to  reftore  the  catholic  reli- 
gion in  Enghnd,  becauie  he  thought  it  was  a 
fcheme  extremely  hazardous,  and  even  impracti- 
cable. Don  Pedro  Ronquillo  the  Spaniih  ambafia- 
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A.  c.  1685  dor,  in  his  firft  audience  obferved  to  him,  that  he 
faw  a  great  number  of  priefts  about  his  majefty's 
peribn;  he  therefore  rook  the  liberty  to  caution 
him  againft  their  importunities,  left  he  mould  re- 
pent of  having  liftened  to  them,  when  it  would  be 
too  late.  The  king  took  amifs  the  freedom  of  his 
advice  ;  and  afked,  with  an  air  of  difcontent,  if 
the  king  of  Spain  confulted  with  priefts.  "  Yes, 
"  (replied  Ronquillo)  and  for  that  reaibn  our  affairs 
"  are  fo  unprofperous."  Pope  Innocent  XI.  in  a 
brief  to  James  on  his  acceflion,  after  having  com- 
mended his  zeal  for  the  catholic  religion,  expreffed 
his  apprehenfion  that  it  might  carry  him  too  far  ; 
and,  inftead  of  contributing  to  the  advancement  of 
his  own  affairs,  and  the  intereft  of  religion,  be  of 
extreme  prejudice  to  both.  Notwithftanding  thefe 
cautions,  he  relblved  to  proceed  with  his  enter- 
prize  •,  as  a  previous  ftep  to  which  he  thought  it 
would  be  necefiary  to  render  himfelf  abfolute,  and 
then  he  mould  be  able  to  employ  the  moil  effectual 
means  of  converting  his  fubjefh. 

««rTf  •  The  duke  of  Ormond,  who  had  deferved  better 
"eland con-  of  the  royal  family  than  any  fubjecl:  in  the  king's 
fared  upon  dominions,  and  was  in  all  refpects  a  nobleman  of 
unblemifhed  honour,  had  for  fome  time  governed 
Ireland  as  lord  lieutenant.  Being  a  conicientious 
proteftant,  he  was  now  recalled.  The  king  ap- 
pointed a  new  privy-council  for  that  kingdom,  and 
many  members  were  catholics  -,  thefe  daily  in- 
crcaled,  until  they  became  the  majority.  The  pro- 
teftants  were  now  fcandaloufly  oppreffed,  on  pre- 
tence of  their  favouring  Monmouth's  rebellion ; 
and  at  length  the  militia  was  wholly  difarmed.  Co- 
lonel Talbot,  a  furious  papift,  was  impowered  to 
model  the  army  •,  and  he  dilVnified  the  greater  part 
of  the  proteftant  officers,  filling  their  places  with 
thofe  of  his  own  religion.  After  having  perform- 
ed this  fignal  iervice,  he  came  over  to  England, 
2  where 
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where  he  was  created  earl  of  Tyrconnel,  and  lieute- A* c>  l68$* 
nant- general  of  the  Irilh  army,  while   the  earl  of 
Clarendon,   though    a  proteitant,   was  appointed 
lord-lieutenant  of  the  kingdom. 

The  king's  next  ftep  was  to  augment  his  (land-  prorogat;oa 
ing  army  from  feven  thoufand  to  fifteen  thoufand  °f  Parlia- 
men.  When  the  parliament  met  on  the  ninth  day  "* 
of  November,  he  told  them  he  had  found  by  expe- 
rience a  militra  altogether  uieleis,  and  fuch  a  {land- 
ing force  abfolutely  necefTary  to  prelerve  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom.  He  therefore  demanded  a  pro- 
portionable fupply  for  their  maintenance.  With 
refpeft  to  the  catholic  officers  whom  he  had  em- 
ployed, he  faid,  they  were  men  of  approved  fide- 
lity -,  and  that,  after  having  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
their  fervices,  in  times  of  danger  and  difficulty,  he 
would  not  expofe  them  to  misfortune,  nor  himfelf 
to  the  necefllty  of  being  without  them,  in  cafe  of 
another  rebellion.  He  concluded  with  a  declaration, 
that  he  would  riique  his  life  for  the  true  intereft  of 
the  kingdom  •,  and  therefore  he  hoped,  there  would 
be  no  interruption  of  the  harmony  fubfifting  be- 
tween him  and  his  parliament.  The  two  houfes, 
notwithstanding  their  excefiive  loyalty,  began  to 
be  alarmed  at  the  king's  large  ftrides  towards  po- 
pery and  arbitrary  power.  In  the  houfe  of  lords, 
the  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  king  for 
his  fpeech  met  with  great  oppofition  ;  and  though 
it  pafled  by  a  fmall  majority,  the  houfe  reiblved  to 
take  the  fpeech  into  further  confideration.  When 
it  was  read  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  a  profound 
filence  enfued.  This  was  interrupted  by  the  earl 
of  Middleton,  fecretary  of  Mate,  who  moved  for  an 
addrefs  of  .thanks  to  his  majefty.  After  a  fecond 
paufe,  lord  Cafllcton  oppokd  the  motion  ;  and  the 
confideration  of  it  was  referred  till  the  twelfth  day 
of  November.  Then  they  debated  with  great  free- 
dom upon  the  confluences  of  a  ftandmg  army, 

and 
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A.  6.1645.  and  the  demand  of  a  further  fupply,  after  fo  much 
had  been  given.  But  the  intereft  of  the  court 
predominated,  and  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
were  voted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  forces. 
Their  complaifance,  however,  gave  way  to  their 
fears,  when  they  confidered  that  article  of  the 
fpeech  in  which  the  king  frankly  told  them,  he  had 
diipenfed  with  the  laws  in  favour  of  popifh  officers. 
In  this  addrefs,  they  thanked  him  for  having 
quelled  the  rebellions  i  but  they  reprefented  that 
the  teft-act  rendered  popifh  recufants  incapable  of 
exercifmg  any  employment  under  the  government. 
That  as  his  majefty  had  mentioned  the  fervices  of 
the  Roman  catholic  officers,  they  would  prepare  a 
bill  for  exempting  them  from  the  penalties  they 
had  incurred  ;  but  as  by  continuing  them  in  their 
employments,  he  affumed  the  power  of  difpenfing 
with  the  laws ;  a  power  of  the  utmoft  confequence 
with  refpect  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  the 
fecurity  of  religion  ;  they  humbly  befought  his  ma- 
jefty  to  give  orders  for  quieting  intirely  the  fears 
of  his  faithful  fubjects.  To  this  addreis  the  king 
replied,  That  he  did  not  expect  fuch  a  remon- 
ftrance  from  the  commons,  after  he  had  demonf- 
trated  the  advantages  that  would  arife  from  a  per- 
fect union  between  him  and  his  parliament ;  but 
he  declared  that  in  whatever  mape  they  might  abufe 
the  confidence  which  he  had  repofed  in  them,  he 
Ihould  ftill  punctually  perform  the  promifes  he  had 
made.  This  ani'wer  (truck  them  with  iuch  a  panic, 
that  not  a  word  was  fpoken  for  fome  time  after 
they  returned  to  their  houfe.  At  length  Cook  mem- 
ber for  Derby  rofe  up,  faying,  "  I  hope  we  are 
<c  all  true-born  Englifhmen;  and  that  a  few  hard 
"  words  are  incapable  of  deterring  us  from  doing 
"  our  duty."  The  majority  were  fo  intimidated, 
that  they  lent  him  to  the  Tower  for  this  honeft  ex- 
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preftion.  They  began  to  de-liberate  on  ways  andA>c'  I68S- 
means  ibr  railing  the  ieven  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  which  they  had  granted  ;  and,  in  order  to 
appeafe  the  king,  they  relblved  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
impowering  him  to  name  a  certain  number  of  ca- 
tholic officers  to  ierve  in  the  army.  But  as  he 
could  not  obtain  the  extent  of  his  wifnes,  he  in  a 
few  days  prorogued  the  parliament :  the  proroga- 
tion was  continued  from  time  to  time,  and  at  length 
it  was  totally  diflblved. 

The  earl  of  Stamford  and  lord  Delamere  had 
been  committed  to  the  Tower  in  July,  upon  a  ge-  mere. 
neral  accufation  of  trcafon,  and  debarred  all  inter- 
courfe  with  their  friends,  by  word  or  writing. 
They  found  means,  however,  to  petition  the  houfe 
of  lords,  who  defired  the  king  would  be  pleafed  to 
declare  the  caufi?  of  their  impriibnment.  He  told 
them  thofe  two  lords  were  accufed  of  treafon  •,  and 
that  he  had  given  orders  for  trying  lord  Delamere 
in  Chefhire,  where  the  crime  was  laid  to  have  been 
committed.  As  he  did  not  fignify  his  intention 
with  regard  to  the  earl  of  Stamford,  the  lords  or- 
dered that  nobleman  to  be  tried  by  his  peers,  with 
the  confent  of  his  majeily.  Delamere  was  likewife 
tried  in  the  fame  manner,  contrary  to  the  king's 
firft  refolution.  The  lords  Howard  and  Grey, 
with  another  infamous  informer,  were  produced  in 
evidence  againft  him.  The  two  firft  laid  little  or 
nothing  to  his  prejudice :  the  laft  fwore  he  cor- 
relponded  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  -,  but  no 
regard  was  paid  to  his  depofition,  and  the  prifoner 
was  acquitted.  The  earl  of  Stamford  they  admitted 
to  bail,  and  he  afterwards  availed  hi mfelf  of  a  ge- 
neral pardon,  which  the  king  granted  by  pro- 
clamation, in  the  courie  of  the  iucceeding  year. 
By  this  time  the  earl  of  •  Arlington  was  dead, 
and  his  place  of  chamberlain  beftowed  upon  the 
earl  of  Mulgrave,  who  acquired  a  great  mare  of 

N"  75-  Q^  the 
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A.C.  ies6.  the  king's  favour.  'Sunderland  was  appointed 
fecretary  of  ftate,  and  became,  in  effect,  prime- 
minifter. 

Popery  now  appeared  more  dreadful  to  England 
than  even  the  proiped  of  flavery  and  temporal  op- 
prefiion  •,  and  what  aggravated  the  terrors  of  the 
catholic  communion,  and  the  animofuy  againft 
princes  who  profeiTtd  that  religion,  was  a  late  mea- 

The  French  fure  of  Lewis  XIV.  diametrically  oppofite  to  good 

voktThs    faith,   humanity,  and  the  intereft  of  his  kingdom. 

e^'tof  He  revoked  the  edict  of  Nantz,  by  which  Henry 
IV.  had  fecured  his  proteftant  fubjects-in  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  religion.  This  law,  which  had  been 
declared  irrevocable,  he  repealed  ;  and  perfecuted 
thofe  unhappy  people  with  fuch  feverity  and  injuf- 
ttce,  that  above  half  a  million  of  his  molt  induf- 
trious  fubjeds  fled  from  their  native  country  into 
other  realms,  where  they  could  enjoy  liberty  of 
confcience.  Together  with  great  fums  of  money, 
they  exported  from  France  thofe  arts  and  manufac- 
tures by  which  that  kingdom  had  been  enriched. 
Fifty  thoufand  of  thele  refugees  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, and  were  hofpitably  received  by  James,  who 
treated  them  with  great  humanity  ;  and  affected  to 
exclaim  againft  the  perfecuting  fpiritof  the  French 
monarch.  They  drew  fuch  pathetic  pictures  of 
the  cruel  fufferings  they  had  undergone,  as  inflam- 
ed the  people  againft  the  catholic  religion  ;  and  the 
king's  conduct  in  other  refpects  did  not  ferve  to 
afluage  their  refentment. 

In  Scotland  the  parliament  was  afiembled  by  the 
earl  of  Moray,  who  in  complaifance  to  the  king 
had  changed  his  rel-gion.  He  delivered  to  them  a 
letter  fro;n  his  majefty,  recommanding  to  their 
care  and  humanity  his  poor  catholic  fubjects,  who 
had  always  been  faithful  to  the  crown,  that  they 
might  enjoy  .the  protection  of  the  Jaws,  without 
taking  oaths  that  were  repugnant  to  their  con- 

fdences 
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fclences  and  religion.  This  letter  produced  warm  A-  c-l68S- 
debates.  At  length  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  in- 
dulging catholics  with  the  private  exercife  of  their 
worfhip  ;  but  it  was  violently  oppofed  and  deferred 
to  further  confideration.  Then  the  king  ordered 
the  commiflioner  to  prorogue  the  parliament ;  and, 
by  virtue  of  his  own  prerogative,  eflablifhed  liberty 
of  confcience  through  the  whole  kingdom.  His 
power  in  Ireland  was  no  lefs  abiblute.  Tyrconnel  J^™'^ 
had  difmiiTed  almoft  the  whole  number  cf  protef-  proteftam* 
rants  that  were  in  the  army ;  and  encroached  fo ln  Irchnd' 
much  on  the  civil  government,  that  Clarendon  was 
lefc  abfolutely  deftitute  of  authority.  At  laft  this 
nobleman  was  recalled,  and  Tyrconnel  appointed 
lord -lieutenant.  This  was  a  ferocious  bigot,  who 
exercifed  fuch  acts  of  opprefiion,  and  encouraged 
the  catholics  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  infolence  and  power, 
that  the  difarmed  proteftants  expected  another  maf- 
facre.  Many  thoufands  relinquiflied  their  lands 
and  effects,  and  came  over  to  England,  where  they 
could  be  Iheltered  from  the  barbarity  of  fuch  a 
tyrant;  and  the  merchants  of  England  who  traded 
to  that  kingdom,  withdrawing  their  effects,  the 
country  was  reduced  to  unfpeakable  diftrefs. 

In  England,  the  king  profecuted  his  defign  more 
gradually.  He  difmifled  four  judges,  who  refufed  " 
to  affert  his  difpenfing  power,  and  filled  their  places  pc 
with  fuch  as  promifed  to  be  more  ductile.  He  re- 
folved  to  put  their  obedience  to  immediate 'proof. 
The  coachman  of  Sir  Edward  Hales,  a  new  pro- 
fclyie,  was  directed  to  inform  againft  him  as  a  po- 
pifn  recufant  employed  in  quality  of  colonel  in.  the 
tervice.  He  was  profecuted  for  the  fum  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  pleaded  the  king's  difpenfing 
power.  The  plea  was  argued  with  great  learning 
and  vivacity  before  the  judges,  who  gave  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  the  difpenfing  power  was  a  preroga- 
tive infeparable  from  the  kings  of  England.  Thus 
2  all 
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A.C.  1686.  a]j  tne  fences  to  the  conftitution  were  at  once  thrown 
He  favours  down.  The  king  now  admitted  four  popifh  lords 
iics."th°  into  his  council,  namely,  the  lords  Arondel  of  War- 
dour,  Bellafis,  Dover,  and  the  earl  of  Tyrconnel. 
The  catholic  worfhip  was  publicly  performed,  and 
the  jefuits  erected  colleges  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  Four  catholic  bimops,  confederated  in 
the  king's  chapel,  were  fent  through  the  kingdom, 
to  exercife  their  epifcopal  functions,  under  the  title 
of  apoftolic  vicars.  Their  paftoral  letters  were 
printed  by  the  king's  printer,  and  diftributed  thro* 
all  the  different  counties.  The  monks  appeared  at 
court  in  the  habits  of  their  orders ;  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  priefts  and  friars  arrived  in  England.  The 
whole  administration  was  managed  by  catholics. 
The  king  fent  a  circular  letter  to  the  bimops,  or- 
dering them  to  prohibit  their  inferior  clergy  from 
preaching  on  points  of  controverfy ;  a  practice 
which  ferved  only  to  foment  animofities.  But  this 
injunction  was  very  little  regarded  by  the  protef- 
tant  divines,  who  feeing  their  religion  in  fuch  emi- 
nent danger,  expofed  the  errors,  abfurdicies,  and 
cruelty  of  the  catholic  communion,  with  fuch  learn- 
ing, energy,  and  candour,  as  operated  powerfully 
on  the  conviction  of  the  public ;  and  redounded  to 
the  immortal  honour  of  thofe  virtuous  champions, 
the  chief  of  whom  were  Tillotfon,  Stillingffeet,  Te- 
nifon,  Patrick,  and  Sherlock. 

The  king  and  his  council  were  fo  difpleafed  with 
thofe  endeavours,  fo  exprefly  contrary  to  the  royal 
mandate,  that  they  were  refolved  to  eftablifh  a  new 
ecclefiaftical  commiflion-conrt  that  fhould  enforce 
obedience.  This  was  accordingly  inftituted,  and 
compofed  of  fecular  as  well  as  ecclefiaftical  mem- 
bers, among  whom  were  fome  catholics.  The  pre- 
lates were  the  archbimop  of  Canterbury,  and  the 
bimops  of  Durham  and  Roche fter  ;  but  the  metro- 
politan never  took  his  place.  Jeffries,  now  created 
5  a  peer 
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a  peer  and  lord  chancellor  of  England,  was  one  of AiC-  l6S6« 
the  lay- members  :  fuch  alfo  were  the  earls  of  Ro- 
chefter  and  Sunderland.  They  were  impowerd  to 
exercife  all  forts  of  ecck  fiaftical  jurifdicYion  j  to  cor- 
rect abufes  in  the  fpiritual  laws,  inquire  into  all  of- 
fences, punifh  delinquents  by  cenfure,  excommuni- 
cation, fufpenfion,  and  depofition  ;  to  examine 
ftacutes,  rules,  and  charters  of  colleges,  and  other 
ecclefialHcal  communities  ;  and  make  fuch  correc- 
tions and  alterations  as  they  fhould  think  proper. 
Doctor  Sharp  having  preached  at  St.  Anne's  church 
upon  a  point  of  controverfy,  the  king,  in  a  letter  to 
the  bifhop  of  London,  defired  he  might  be  fuf- 
pended.  The  prelate  reprefcnted,  that  there  was 
no  law  for  fufpending  a  clergyman  without  a  legal 
trial.  Sharp  himfelf  prefented  a  fubmifiive  peti- 
tion to  the  king,  of  which  no  notice  was  taken. 
Ths  bifhop  of  London  had  propofed  in  the  houfe 
of  lords  to  examine  the  king's  lad  fpeech  to  his 
parliament ;  and  was  therefore  extremely  odious  to 
the  miniftry.  Being  fummoned  before  the  new 
ecclefiaftical  court,  he  declined  their  jurifdiclion, 
Affirming,  that  as  a  bifhop  he  was  fubject  to  the 
metropolitan  alone.  His  plea  was  over  ruled  •,  he 
was  hiipended  from  all  epifcopal  functions,  for 
having  difobeyed  the  king's  order  ;  and  the  bifhops 
of  Durham,  Rochefter,  and  Peterborough,  were 
veiled  with  the  adminiftration  of  his  diocele. 

This  decifion  excited  loud  clamours  among  the  Endeavours 
people,   who  were  itill  more  irritated,   when  they  to  make 
faw  an  army  of  fifteen  thoufand  men  encamped  Onprolelyt"' 
Hounflow -heath  in  time  of  profound  peace.     A 
minifter,  whole  name  was  Johnfon,  publiihed  a.  pa- 
per, addrefied  to  the  officers  and  foldiers,  repre- 
fenting  the   guilt,   the  bafenefs,   and   infamy,  of 
ferving  as  instruments  to  deftroy  the  religion  and 
conttitution  of  their  country.     The  author,   being 
tried  in  the  court  of  king's-  bench,  for  having  written 
Q  3  a  fc- 
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A.  c.  1686.  a  feditious  libel,  was  convicted,  fined  in  five  hun- 
dred marks,  fee  in  the  pillory,  fcourged  from 
Newgate  to  Tyburn,  and  folemnly  degraded : 
neverthelefs,  his  performance  produced  a  wonderful 
effect  upon  the  foldiery.  Miles  Prance,  the  infor- 
mer, was  now  tried  and  convicted  of  perjury  :  but 
his  punifhment  was  remitted,  in  confideration  of 
his  having  voluntarily  retracted  his  evidence,  by 
which  three  innocent  men  had  loft  their  lives  :  per- 
haps he  would  not  have  been  fo  gently  ufed,  had 
not  he  profefed  the  Roman  catholic  religion.  The 
king  became  every  day  more  and  more  ambitious 
of  making  converts.  Sunderland  facrificed  his  re- 
ligion to  his  intereft,  though  he  would  not  make  a 
public  abjuration.  The  earl  of  Rochefter  confent- 
ed  to  a  conference  with  fome  popifh  priefts  ;  but 
declared  himfelf  difiatisfied  with  their  arguments, 
and  refufed  to  change.  He  loft  his  office  of  trea- 
furer,  which  was  put  in  commiffion ;  bur  he  was 
gratified  with  a  considerable  penfion.  The  king 
deprived  his  brother  Clarendon  of  the  privy-feal, 
which  was  given  to  lord  Arundel.  He  conde- 
fcended  fo  far  as  to  exhort  Kirke  to  become  a  pro- 
felyte.  That  ruffian  told  him  he  was  pre-engaged  ; 
for  he  had  promifed  to  the  king  of  Morocco,  that 
fliould  he  ever  change  his  religion,  he  would  turn 
Mahometan. 

suds  »i         James,  to  crown  all  his  endeavours  in  behalf  of 

STa^?'  the  catholic  communion,  fent  the  earl  of  Caftle- 
main  with  a  fplendid  embaffy  to  the  pope,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  king's  fpiritual  obedience  to  his  ho- 
linefs,  and  reconcile  his  kingdoms  to  the  catholic 
religion.  This  nobleman  was  received  at  Rome 
with  the  moft  mortifying  indifference.  Innocent 
was  at  variance  with  the  French  king.  He  looked 
upon  James  as  the  partifan  and  penfioner  of  this 
monarch.  He  dreaded  the  effects  of  his  frantic 

zeal, 
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zeal,  and  knew  his  connections  with  the  jefults,  A-c- l686- 
whom  Innocent  detefted.  Though  he  granted 
audiences  to  the  ambafiador,  he  always  pretended 
to  be  feized  with  a  fit  of  coughing,  which  inier- 
rupted  the  earl's  fpeech,  and  obliged  him  to  retire. 
At  length  he  complained  loudly  of  this  contempru- 
ous  treatment,  and  threatened  to  return.  The  Bum-r, 
pope,  in  anfwer  to  this  expostulation,  advifed  him  J^J'. 
to  travel  in  the  cool  of  the  morning,  and  repofe 
himfelf  during  the  heat  of  the  day  ;  otherwife  the 
climate  of  Italy  might  prove  dangerous  to  his 
health.  All  that  he  could  obtain  was  a  difpenfa- 
tion  for  father  Peters,  the  king's  confcflbr,  per- 
mitting him  to  enjoy  a  bifhopric,  which,  however, 
he  did  not  obtain.  The  pope  likewife  fent  over  a 
nuncio  to  London  ;  a  compliment  which  he  could 
not  decently  avoid. 

James,  notwithstanding  all  difcouragements,  flill  A.C.  i6s7. 
perfifted  in  his  favourite  defign  of  converting  the 
three  kingdoms  •,  and  finding  himfelf  deferted  by 
the  church-party,  he  affected  to  carefs  the  pref- 
byterians.  He  fent  a  declaration  to  Scotland, 
granting  full  liberty  of  confcience  to  all  his  fub- 
jecls  of  that  kingdom,  by  virtue  of  his  fovereign 
authority,  his  royal  prerogative,  and  his  abfolute 
power,  which  all  his  people  were  bound  to  obey, 
without  referve  or  reftriclion.  He,  by  the  fame 
power,  annulled  all  laws  enacted  againft  Roman 
catholics ;  and  abrogated  all  oaths  by  which  non- 
conformifts  were  rendered  incapable  of  truft  and 
office.  The  covenanters  were  not  a  little  rejoiced, 
to  find  themfelves  delivered  all  at  once  from  thofe 
reftri&ions  in  1'pirituals,  of  which  they  had  fo  long 
complained;  and  the  council  flunked  the  king, 
in  the  name  of  the  whole  nation,  for  this  mark  of 
his  princely  clemency  and  indulgence.  The  fuccefs 
of  this  mcafure  in  Scotland,  encouraged  him  to 
Q^  4  prac- 
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A.C.  1687,  praftife  the  fame  expedient  in  England.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  fourth  day  of  April,  he  publifned  a 
declaration  for  liberty  of  confcience  to  the  fame 
effect,  though  he  mentioned  his  abfolute  power  in 
more  moderate  terms,  and  faid  he  did  not  doubt 
of  its  meeting  with  the  approbation  of  the  parlia- 
ment. It  was  fo  agreeable  to  all  the  nonconfor- 
mifts,  that  he  received  the  warmed  addrefies  of 
thanks  from  the  anabaptiits,  quakers,  indepen- 
dents, and  prefbyterians.  in  thefe  they  extolled 
the  regal  power,  which  they  had  fo  long  endeavour- 
ed to  abafe.  They  triumphed  over  the  churchmen, 
and  publifhed  many  virulent  invectives  againft  the 
eftablifhed  form  of  difcipline.  The  king  fomented 
this  difference  between  two  parties,  to  v/hkh  he 
was  equally  averfe.  In  private  converfacion,  he 
talked  of  nothing  but  the  injuitice  and  oppreiTion 
to  which  the  nonconformifcs  had  been  fubjected  by 
the  church  of  England.  He  uurfued  this  artifice 
fo  far  as  to  give  order  for  a  revifion  of  the  fuits 
which  had  been  inftituted  in  theecclefiaftical  courts 
againft  the  difTenters.  But  this  anirnofity  was  of 
fhort  duration  ;  they  foon  perceived  the  king's 
drift,  and  all  their  mutual  rcfentment  fubfided. 
Some  of  the  Engliih  bifhops  were  fo  abject,  as  to 
influence  their  inferior  clergy  to  lend  flattering  ad- 
dreffes  upon  the  declaration.  Crew  of  Durham, 
Barlow  of  Lincoln,  Cartwright  of  Chefter,  Wood 
of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  and  Watfon  of  St. 
David's,  recommended  themfelves  by  fuch  adula- 
tion, Parker  of  Oxford  could  prevail  upon  one 
minifter  only,  to  ftibfcribe  an  addrcfs  qf  this,  na- 
ture. 

The  king  having  ru'thertofucceeded  even  beyond 
Jiis  own  expectation,  refolved  to  open  a  way  for  the 
Roman  catholics  into  tne  church  and  univerfities 
pif  England.  'He  recommended  father  Francis,  a 

bene- 
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benedlcYme  monk,  to  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, A  c- l68? 
for  the  degree  of  matter  of  arts.  They  perceived 
all  the  dangerous  confequences  of  fuch  an  admif- 
fion.  They  prefemed  a  petition,  befeeching  the 
king  to  revoke  his  mandate.  They  fent  a  deputa- 
tion to  London,  with  a  remonftrance  on  the  fame 
fubject.  Their  petition-  was  difregarded  i  their 
deputies  were  denied  a  hearing.  The  vice-chan- 
cellor was  fummoned  to  appear  before  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  court.  He  was  deprived  of  his  office  ;  yet 
the  univerfity  ftill  refufed  to  admit  Francis,  and 
the  king  thought  proper  to  defift  from  his  purpofe. 
His  attempt  upon  Oxford  he  profecuted  with  more 
perfeverar.ee.  The  place  of  prefident  in  Magdalen-  profecutfj 
college  being  vacant,  he  fent  a  mandate  in  favour  Magdaien- 
of  one  Farmer,  a  new  convert,  whofe  character,  in  cIuS.* 
other  refpecls,  lay  under  imputation.  They  peti- 
tioned the  king  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  chufe 
their  own  prefident,  according  to  the  (tatutes  of 
the  college  •,  or  that  his  majelty  would  recommend 
a  peribn  properly  qualified  for  fuch  an  important 
office.  As  no  anfwer  was  made  to  this  remon- 
ftrance, the  fellows  of  the  college  elected  Dr.  Hough, 
a  man  of  learning,  integrity,  and  refolution.  The 
king  was  incenfed  at  their  prefumption.  The  vice- 
prefident  and  the  fellows  were  cited  before  the  ec- 
cl-fiaftical  court,  for  having  difobeyed  the  king's 
order.  They  reprefented,  that  they  were  reftrained 
from  chufing  Farmer  by  their  ftatutes,  and  the 
nature  of  the  oath  they  had  taken.  They  proved 
Farmer  in  every  fhape  unqualified  for  fuch  an 
office.  Nctwith (landing  their  defence,  the  court 
decreed  that  the  new  prefident  mould  be  deprived 
of  his  office;  and  that  the  vice-prefident  and  one 
of  the  fellows  fhould  be  fufpended.  But  the  king 
being  informed  of  what  had  appeared  to  the  pre- 
judice of  farmer's  character,  fent  another  mandate 

in 
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A.C.  ,637.  jn  favour  of  Parker  bimop  of  Oxford,  who  was  as 
profligate  as  the  other.  The  fellows  refufed  to 
comply  with  this  injunction.  The  king  repaired 
in  perfon  to  Oxford,  and  the  fellows  were  brought 
into  his  prefence.  He  reproached  them  with  their 
infoience  and  difobedience,  in  the  moft  imperious 
terms ;  and*  commanded  them  to  chufe  the  bilhop 
of  Oxford  their  prefident,  without  further  delay. 
They  prefented  a  petition  which  he  would  not  re- 
ceive; and  Parker  was  ftill  rejected.  He  after- 
wards eftablifhed  an  inferior  commiffion  to  vifit 
Magdalen-college.  The  chiefs  of  this  delegation, 
were  Cartwright  bimop  of  Chefter,  and  one  of  the 
judges.  They  endeavoured  to  intimidate  the  fellows 
into  compliance  by  menaces :  but,  finding  them 
refolute,  they  propofed  an  expedient  for  faving  the 
king's  honour  by  means  of  a  declaration,  which  the 
members  of  the  college  were  willing  to  fubfcribe. 
The  king  was  not  fatisfied  with  this  medium.  He 
infifted  upon  their  owning  their  contempt  of  his 
order,  and  promifmg  they  would  comport  them- 
-felves  with  more  refpec"l  for  the  future.  He  de- 
manded that  they  fhould  acknowledge  the  juftice 
.  and  legality  of  the  ecclefiaftical  court,  implore  his 
forgivenefs  upon  their  knees,  and  fubmit  to  the 
bifhop  of  Oxford  as  their  prefident.  Thofe  con- 
ditions being  rejected  by  all  the  fellows,  except 
Charnock,  and  one  other ;  the  recufants  were,  by 
the  fentence  of  the  commifiioners5  expelled  from 
the  college,  and  deprived  of  their  fellowlhips.  This 
judgment  was  affirmed  by  the  ecclefiaftical  court, 
which  moreover  decreed,  that  the  prefident  and  the 
fellows  mould  be  declared  incapable  of  holding 
ecclefiaftical  benefices.  Notwithftanding  this  fen- 
tence, the  prefident  refufed  to  quit  his  houfe,  until 
he  was  forcibly  expelled  Then  the  college  was 
filled  with  catholics,  and  Charnock  appointed  vice- 
prefident. 

This 
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This  flagrant  invafion  of  the  laws  and  religion  A>  c-  Ifc87' 
of  the  kingdom  proved  one  of  the  moft  unpopular  , 
acts  of  the  king's  whole  reign  :  but,  indeed,  by  this 
time  he  had  made  confiderable  progrefs  towards 
abfolute  dominion,  and  had  fome  reafon  to  think 
the  nation  in  general  acquiefced  in  its  flavery ;  for  he 
was  flattered  even  in  his  higheft  pretenlions  by  the 
clergy,  the  laity,  and  all  forts  of  communities ; 
among  thefe  the  fociety  of  the  Temple  diftinguifh- 
ed  themfclves  by  a  fulfome  addrefs,  in  which  they 
declared,  that  the  prerogative  being  the  gift  of 
God,  no  earthly  power  could  diminilh  it;  and  that 
it  necefiarily  remained  entire  and  infeparably  attach- 
ed to  his  royal  perfon.  Yet  the  tory  parliament, 
fubmiffive  as  they  were  in  the  beginning,  and 
attached  to  the  king  by  the  ties  of  affection,  could 
never  be  brought  to  a  compliance  with  his  ultimate 
defigns  upon  the  religion  and  conftitution  of  their 
country.  •  He  had  difpofed  of  all  the  great  employ- 
ments to  perfons  of  his  own  communion.  The 
juftices  of  the  peace  were  either  catholics,  or  prote- 
ilants  devoted  to  his  will ;  and  they  employed  all 
their  influence  in  eftablifhing  the  king's  difpenfing 
power.  James  intended  to  call  a  new  parliament, 
and  began  to  take  meafures  for  the  election  of  fuch, 
members  as  would  pay  an  implicit  obedience  to  his 
commands.  He  clofeted  individuals,  and  endea-  E 
voured  to  convince  them  of  the  necefllty  for  abolilh-  ^ 
ing  penal  laws.  He  employed  arguments,  threats,  of 
and  promifes  alternately.  The  fame  methods  were 
pradifed  by  his  minifters,  deputy-lieutenants, 
judges,  and  juftices,  in  different  parts  or.'  the  king- 
dom. Writs  of  Quo  Warranto  vvero  iffued  againft 
fome  refractory  corporations,  which  were  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  his  commands  ;  and  he  himfclf  made 
a  progrefs  through  feveral  counties,  in  ordsr  to 
intimidate  and  cajole  the  people.  But  all  his  en- 
deavours proved  unfuccefsful :  he  met  with  nothing 

but 


236  HI  S  TORY    OF   ENGLAND. 

A.  c.  1687.  but  coldnefs,  reluctance,  and  difaffection ;  fo  that 
he  would  not  hazard  the  meeting  of  a  new  par- 
liament. 

The  pope's  The  pope  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  confer- 
maak«0his  TC^  ^  Dignity  °^  nuncio  upon  Ferdinand  Dada, 
public  entry  who  had  refided  privately  in  England,  and  atcend- 
jato  wind-  ecj  fa  king's  perfon  ever  fince  his  acceftion  to  the 
throne.  Now  James  refolved  to  pull  off  the 
mafque,  and  produce  him  in  public  to  his  people ; 
though,  by  the  Jaws  of  England,  no  perfon  could 
aflame  the  character  of  pope's  nuncio,  without  in- 
curring the  penalty  of  high  treafon.  On  the  third 
day  of  July,  this  prieft  made  his  public  entry  into 
Windfor,  in  his  pontificals,  preceded  by  the  crofs, 
and  attended  by  a  great  number  of  monks,  in  the 
habits  of  their  refpective  orders.  The  duke  of 
d.  Somerfet  being  lord  of  the  bed-chamber  in  waiting, 
refufed  to  conduft  the  nuncio  to  an  audience,  al- 
ledging  that  he  could  not  obey  the  king's  order 
without  tranfgrefling  the  law.  The  duke  of 
Grafton  was  not  fo  fcrupulous  j  and  Somerfet  loft 
his  office,  together  with  a  regiment  of  dragoons, 
which  he  had  for  fome  time  commanded.  All 
thefe  unpopular  meafures  of  the  king  are  faid  to 
have  been  fuggefted  by  the  queen,  and  father 
Edward  Peters  his  confeffor,  a  mallow  bigot,  who 
was  publicly  admitted  as  a  member  to  the  council- 
board,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  all  the  leading 
men  among  the  catholics  * 

A. c.  1688.  James  knowing  how  popular  the  prince  of 
toTnds  the  Orange  was  among  the  difTcnters  in  England  ;  and 
prince  of  tnat  tne  nation  in  general  revered  the  princefs  as 
refpedfito  prefumpdve  heir  of  the  crown,  refolved  to  procure, 
2e"naial  ifpom^e»  ms  concurrence  in  repealing  the  penal 
L£"a  laws,  believing  this  would  difpofe  the  parliament 

*  In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the     friends,  and  defpifed  by  all  the  wor!J, 
Juke  of  Buckingham,  deferted  by  his     died  in  great  wan-t  a»d  obfcurity. 
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to  a  compliance  with  his  will,  in  confirming  the  A- c- 1687- 
declaration.  In  order  to  found  the  prince,  he  em- 
ployed one  Stuart,  who  was  acquainted  with  Fagel 
the  penfionary,  to  aflure  this  counfellor,  in  a  letter, 
that  the  intereft  of  England,  as  well  as  of  the 
prince,  required  the  abolition  of  the  teft  and  penal 
Jaws.  As  Fagel  made  no  reply  to  this  addrefs, 
Stuart  renewed  the  attack  in  a  fecond  and  third 
letter ;  till  at  length,  tired  by  the  penfionary's 
filence,  he  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  the  king 
had  employed  him  to  write,  and  defired  to  know 
the  fentiments  of  the  prince  on  this  fubject.  Then 
Fagel,  by  direction  of  the  prince,  wrote  an  anfwer, 
which  was  publifhed.  He  faid  the  prince  and  prin- 
cefs  would  willingly  agree  to  indulge  the  catholics 
with  liberty  of  confcience  ;  and  ardently  wifhed 
that  the  proteftant  difienters  were  allowed  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion :  but  they  would  never 
confent  to  the  abolition  of  the  teft  and  penal  laws, 
which  were  enacted  to  exclude  the  catholics  from 
parliament,  and  public  employments,  that  they 
might  never  be  in  a  condition  to  overturn  the  pro- 
teftant religion. 

Their  opinion  was  fupported  by  very  clear  and 
convincing  reafons,  which,  while  they  irritated  the 
king  againft  his  fon-5n-law,  ferved  to  confirm  great 
part  of  the  nation  in  the  refolution  which  they  had 
lately  taken  to  oppofe  the  arbitrary  defigns  of  the 
miniftry.  They  began  to  perceive  that  the  king- 
dom would  infallibly  be  reduced  to  flavery,  and  the 
proteftant  religion  extinguifhed,  unlefs  they  mould 
engage  in  feme  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  for 
their  own  prefervation.  They  turned  their  eyes 
upon  the  prince  of  Orange;  and  fome  were  in- 
clined to  wait  patiently,  until  the  princefs  Ihould 
fucceed  to  the  throne  by  the  courfe  of  nature  :  but 
they  banilhed  thofe  forbearing  maxims,  when  a 

pro- 
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A.C.  i6gs.  proclamation  was  publimed,  declaring  the  queen's 
The  queen's  pregnancy,  and  ordaining  a  day  of  thankfgiving 
pregnancy.  £Qf  t^e  occajricn>  Thefe  tidings  filled  the  catholics 
with  exceflive  joy,  and  the  reft  of  the  nation  with 
the  moil  difmal  prefages.  The  jefuits  were  bold 
enough  to  prophefy  that  the  queen  would  bring 
forth  a  fon.  They  pretended  her  conception  was 
the  miraculous  effecl:  of  vows  made  by  her  and  her 
mother  to  the  blefled  Virgin,  and  our  lady  of 
Loretto.  AddrefTes  of  congratulation  were  imme- 
diately wafted  to  the  king  from  all  corners  of  the 
ifland,  as  if  the  whole  nation  had  thought  the  birth 
of  a  prince  would  be  a  public  blefiing.  But  thefe 
addreffes  were  procured  by  the  emifiaries  of  the 
miniftry.  All  the  proteftants  in  the  kingdom  were 
alarmed,  as  at  the  eve  of  a  terrible  calamity.  A 
great  number  fondly  believed  that  the  queen's 
pregnancy  was  counterfeit.  She  had  been  for 
ibme  years  in  an  ill  ftate  of  health;  and  this  cir- 
cum  fiance,  confidered  through  the  medium  of 
paffion,  fuggefted  the  belief  of  an  impofture.  Before 
James  afcended  the  throne,  this  lady  had  been 
pregnant,  and  at  that  time  her  enemies  circulated 
a  report  of  the  fame  nature  -,  but,  as  the  infant 
proved  a  female,  they  took  no  ftep  to  confirm  or 
extend  the  fufpicion. 

The  king's  The  king  was  fo  elevated  with  this  profpedl  of 
disguftto1  rnale-ifTue,  that  he  feemed  to  fet  the  prince  of 
Orange  at  defiance.  He  difclaimed  the  correfpon- 
dence  between  Stuart  and  Fagel :  he  countenanced 
the  Algerines,  who  were  at  war  with  the  Dutch :  he 
recalled  the  fix  Bririfh  regiments  that  were  in  the 
fervice  of  the  States-general :  he  augmented  his 
navy,  and  teemed  to  wait  for  nothing  but  a  pretence 
to  declare  war  againli  Holland.  The  States,  in 
anfwer  to  his  demand,  reprefented,  that,  by  treaties, 
they  were  not  obliged  to  part  with  the  regiments, 

except 
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except  when  he  mould  be  at  war  with  fome  foreign  A-c- l68*- 
power,  or  in  cafe  of  an  actual  rebellion  in  his  domi- 
nions. He  renewed  his  demand  ;  they  pleaded 
the  letter  of  the  treaty ;  at  length  he  publifhed  a 
proclamation,  recalling  all  his  fubjecls  that  were  in 
the  fervice  of  the  States-general.  The  prince  of 
Orange  offered  paffports  to  fuch  Englifh  or  Scottifli 
officers  as  defired  to  quit  the  fervice  •,  and,  by  this 
expedient,  purged  the  troops  of  thofe  individuals  in 
whofe  attachment  and  fidelity  he  could  not  con- 
fide. 

James,  in  order  to  demonftrate  the  conflancy  of 
his  councils,  and  his  contempt  for  the  malcontents 
of  the  kingdom,  publifhed  another  declaration, 
granting  liberty  of  confcience,  and  abolifhing  the 
penal  laws,  At  the  fame  time  the  bifhops  were 
enjoined,  by  an  order  of  council,  to  caufe  this  de- 
claration to  be  read  in  all  the  churches  of  their  dif- 
ferent diocefes.  This  fcheme  was  calculated  to 
mortify  the  church  of  England,  againft:  which  he . 
was  remarkably  irritated,  and  to  enihare  the  bifhops 
into  the  guilt  of  difobedience,  unlefs  they  would 
become  the  inflruments  of  his  defigns  againft  the 
proteftant  religion.  Loyd  biftiop  of  Sf.  Afaph, 
Ken  of  Bath  and  Wells,  Turner  of  Ely,  Lake  of 
Chichefter,  White  of  Peterborough,  and  Trelawny 
of  Briftol,  being  then  in  London,  no  fooner  re- 
ceived thefe  orders,  then  they  haftened  to  Lambeth, 
to  confult  with  Sancroft  archbilhop  of  Canterbury. 
There  they  deliberated  upon  the  fubject ;  and  agreed 
in  opinion,  that  they  could  not  obey  the  king's 
command,  without  betraying  their  consciences,  and 
their  duty  to  God  and  their  country.  They  there-  sev«i 
fore  drew  up  and  figned  a  petition  to  the  king,  re-  bith°Ps  p«- 
prefenting  their  unwillingnefs  to  be  concerned  in  *£  J 
publishing  the  declaration.  They  preceded  their  J"0* 
reluctance  did  not  proceed  from  any  fpirit  of  oppo- 

fition 
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A.  c.  1688.  fition  to  his  majefty's  will  j  nor  to  a  defecl:  of  ten- 
dernefs  for  the  nonconformifls ;  but  folely  from 
the  nature  of  the  declaration  hfelf,  founded  on  a 
difpenfing  power,  which  the  parliament,  dn  feveral 
occafions,  had  declared  illegal.  They  faid  they 
could  not  be  concerned  in  publifhing  it,  with  any 
regard  to  prudence,  honour,  and  confcience  ;  and 
therefore  they  earneftly  and  refpe&fully  befought 
his  majefly  to  excufe  them  from  obeying  the  order 
of  council.  On  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  they 
went  in  a  body  to  the  palace,  without  having  com- 
municated their  defign  to  any  perlbn  whatever,  and 
prefented  this  petition  to  the  king,  who  received 
and  read  it  with  marks  of  furprife  and  difpleafure. 
He  faid  he  did  not  look  for  fuch  an  addrefs  from 
the  Englifh  church,  particularly  from  fome  among 
them  ;  that  they  fhould  hear  from  him,  fhould  he 
change  his  opinion  ;  if  not,  he  exp^cled  they  would 
obey  his  order.  They  anfwered,  that  they  were  re- 
figned  to  the  will  of  heaven ;  and  retired. 

He  refolved  to  profecute  thofe  prelates  in  the 
mofl  rigorous  manner.  The  king's  meafures  were 
now  become  fo  odious  to  the  people,  that  although 
the  bifhops  of  Durham  and  Rochefter,  who  were 
members  of  the  ecclefiaftical  court,  ordered  the  de- 
claration to  be  read  in  the  churches  of  their  diocefes, 
the  audience  would  not  flay  to  hear  them  ;  and  one 
minifter  told  his  congregation,  that  though  he  had 
pofitive  orders  to  read  the  declaration,  they  had 
none  to  hear  it ;  a  hint  in  confequence  of  which 
they  evacuated  the  church,  and  then  he  recited  it  in 
private.  The  petitioning  biihops  being  brought 
before  the  council,  were  afked  if  they  owned  the 
petition  ;  and  the  archbifliop  acknowledged  it  was 
written  by  his  own  hand.  Then  the  chancellor 
demanded  if  they  would  give  bail  to  appear  in  the 
court  of  king's-bench,  and  anfwer  the  charge  rhat 

fhouM 
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fhould  be  brought  againft  them,  of  endeavouring  A-c  l6SS- 
to  diminish  the  king's  authority,  and  interrupt  the 
peace  of  the  nation.  They  refufed  to  appear  in 
that  court,  alledging  their  privilege  in  quality  of 
peers,  which  they  were  obliged  to  maintain,  as  well 
as  the  intereft  of  the  church,  according  to  the  oath 
they  had  taken  to  oppofe  all  innovation  in  church 
and  ftate.  The  chancellor  threatened  to  commit 
them  to  the  Tower,  unlefs  they  would  immediately 
retract  their  afienions  and  withdraw  the  petition. 
They  faid  they  were  ready  to  go  wherefoever  the 
king  mould  pleafe  to  fend  them  :  they  hoped  the 
King  of  kings  would  be  their  protector  and  their 
judge :  they  were  not  afraid  of  man  -,  and,  as  they 
had  done  nothing  contrary  to  law,  no  menaces 
could  make  their  refolution.  An  order  was  imme- 
diately  expedited  for  their  commitment  •,  and  the  committed 
attorney-general  was  commanded  to  profecute  them 
for  having  written  and  publilhed  a  feditious  libel 
againft  his  majefty's  government.  The  king  re- 
folved  they  mould  be  conveyed  to  the  Tower  by 
water,  as  the  whole  city  was  in  commotion.  The 
people  were  no  fooner  informed  of  their  deftina- 
tion,  than  they  ran  to  the  fide  of  the  river,  which 
was  lined  with  an  incredible  multitude.  As  the 
reverend  prifoners  pafled,  the  populace  fell  upon 
their  knees,  and  great  numbers  ran  into  the  water, 
craving  their  blefling,  calling  upon  heaven  to  pro- 
tect them,  and  exhorting  them  to  fuffer  nobly  for 
their  religion.  The  deportment  of  the  biihops 
was  modeft,  humble,  and  refigned.  They  con- 
jured the  people  to  fear  God,  honour  the  king,  and 
maintain  their  loyalty.  A  vaft  crowd  was  affem- 
bled  at  the  Tower,  where  they  were  received  in 
the  fame  manner.  The  very  foldiers  by  whom 
tbev  were  guarded,  affected  by  the  fpectacle,  kneel- 
ed -m,  imploring  their  benediction  and 
-'s.l. XXVI.  R  for- 
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A.  c.  1688.  forgivenefs.  The  prelates  went  immediately  to 
the  Tower-chapel,  to  thank  heaven  for  thofe  afflic- 
tions, which,  for  the  fake  of  religion,  they  were 
thought  worthy  to  endure. 

Birth  of  the  On  the  tenth  day  of  June,  the  queen  was  fud- 
WaTes.0*  dently  feized  with  labour-pains,  and  delivered  of  a 
fon,  who  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  James,  and 
declared  prince  of  Wales.  All  the  catholics  and 
friends  of  James  were  tranfported  with  the  moft 
extravagant  joy  at  the  birth  of  this  child ;  while 
great  part  of  the  nation  confoled  themfelves  with 
the  notion  that  it  was  altogether  fuppofititious. 
They  carefully  collected  a  variety  of  circumftances, 
upon  which  this  conjecture  was  founded;  and, 
though  they  were  inconfiftent,  contradictory,  and 
inconclufive,  the  inference  was  fo  agreeable  to  the 
views  and  paffions  of  the  people,  that  it  made  an 
impreffion  which,  in  all  probability,  will  never  be 
totally  effaced  *.  Certain  it  is,  the  pride  and 
haughty  difpofition  of  James  and  his  queen,  hin- 
dered them  from  taking  fuch  precautions  as  would 
have  prevented,  or  effectually  difproved  this  ca- 
lumny. Great  rejoicings  were  made  through  the 
whole  kingdom,  and  another  let  of  addreffes  pre- 
fented,  fome  of  them  replete  with  the  moft  extra- 
vagant adulation. 

The  bi/hops      Mean  while  the  feven  bimops  were  admitted  to 

acquitted!     bail,  and  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  June  was  fixed 

for  their  trial.     They  were  attended  to  Weftmin. 

*  Doctor  Burnet,  who  feems  to  have  was   no  child    at  all  in  the  room  ; 

been  at   uncommon  pains  to  eflablirti  fifthly,  that  the  queen  actually  bore 

this  belief,   and  to  have  confulted  ill  a  child,  but  it  died  that  fame  day ; 

the  whig  nurfes  in  England  upon  the  fixthly,  that   the   fuppofititious  child 

fubjecl,  fir/I  pretends     to  demonftrate  had   not  the   fits  ;  feventhly,   that  it 

that  the  queen  was   not  with    child}  had  the  fits,  of  which  it  died  at  Rich  - 

fecondly,  that  (he  was  with  child,  but  mend  ;   therefore  the  chevalier  D:  St. 

mifcarvied  ;  thirdly,   '.hat  a  child  was  Gtorge  muft  be  the  fruit  of  four  dif- 

brought  into  the  queen's  aparment  in  ferent  impoflures. 
a  warming-pan  -}  fourthly,  that  there 

ftcr- 
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(ler-hall  by  nine  and  twenty  peers,  a  great  number  A-  c- x6ss- 
of  gentlemen,  and  an  immenfe  croud  of  people. 
This  caufe  was  looked  upon  as  a  crifis  that  would 
produce  either  national  flavery  or  freedom  ;  and 
therefore  it  was  heard  with  the  moil-  eager  atten- 
tion. The  difpute  was  It-arnedly  managed  by  the 
lawyers  on  both  fides.  Hailoway  and  Povvel,  two 
of  the  judges,  declared  themfelves  in  favour  of  the 
bimops.  The  jury  withdrew  into  a  chamber, 
where  they  pafied  the  whole  night ;  but  next  morn- 
ing they  returned  to  the  court,  and  pronounced  the 
bifhops  "  not  guilty."  Weftminfter-hall  inflantly 
rung  with  loud  acclamations,  which  were  commu- 
nicated through  the  whole  extent  of  Weftminfter 
and  London.  They  even  reached  the  camp  at 
Hounflow,  while  the  king  was  at  dinner  in  lord 
Feverfham's  tent.  This  nobleman  went  out  to 
learn  the  noife  of  thofe  mouts ;  and,  when  he  re- 
turned, he  told  the  king  it  was  nothing  but  the  joy 
exprefied  by  the  foldiers  at  the  acquittal  of  the 
bimops.  "  Call  you  that  nothing  !  (faid  the  king) 
"  but  ib  much  the  worfe  for  them."  He  forth- 
with returned  to  Whitehall,  and  publifhed  a  pro- 
clamation, forbidding  the  populace  to  aflemble  in 
the  ftreets :  but,  notwithftanding  this  prohibition, 
the  whole  city  was  lighted  up  by  bonfires  and  illu- 
minations. The  fame  rejoicings  were  made  in  all 
the  principal  towns  of  England,  to  the  unfpeakable 
mortification  of  James,  who  threatened  to  deliver 
up  the  bimops  to  the  ecclefiaftical  court ;  and,  as  a 
mark  of  his  indignation,  deprived  Hailoway  and 
Powel  of  their  offices. 

This  unhappy  prince,  perceiving  the  difpofition  T1,c;irm. 
->f  his  people  was  very  unfavourable  to  his  defigns,  and  navy 
determined  to  force  them  into  a  compliance  with  Sj/J^Jj 
his  \vi|l,  provided  he  could  depend  upon  the  attach-  f«es. 
•^r'  the  army.      He  thought  if  one  regiment 
R  2  would 
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A,  c.  1688.  would  promife  implicit  obedience,  their  example 
would  be  followed  by  the  reft  of  the  forces.     In 
this  hope,   he  ordered  one  of  the  regiments  to  be 
drawn  up  in  his  prefence  j  and  the  major,  by  his 
command,  defired  all  thofe  that  would  not  contri- 
bute to  the  repeal  of  the  teft  and  penal  laws,  to  lay 
down  their  mufquets.     He  was  equally  furprifed 
and  chagrined  to  fee  the  whole  battalion  ground 
their  arms,  except  two  officers,  and  a  very  few  fol  - 
diers,  who  were  Roman   catholics.      After  fome 
paufe,  he  commanded  them  to  take  up  their  arms, 
telling  them,  that  for  the  future  he  would  not  do 
them  the  honour  to  afk  their  advice.     His  next 
fcheme  was  to  difmifs  the  greater  part  of  the  pro- 
teflant  officers   and  foldiers,  and  fill  their  places 
with  catholics.     He  began  by  new-modelling  the 
regiment  commanded  by  his  own  natural  fon  the 
duke  of  Berwick.     Five  Irim  foldiers  were  enlifted 
in  every  company.     The  national  prejudice  againft 
the  natives  of  that  kingdom  had  been  very  keen 
fmce  the  mafTacre  of  the  proteftants ;  and  now  it 
was  inflamed  by  the  fears  of  popery,  aggravated  in 
ballads  and   pamphlets,  which  had   a  wonderful 
effect  upon  the  common  people.     Beaumont  the 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the   regiment,    and  feveral 
captains,  refufed   to   admit  Irim  recruits.     They 
were  immediately  tried  for  mutiny  by  a  council  of 
war,  and  difmilTed   from  the  fervice.     The  navy 
was  not  more  complying  than  the  army.     Admiral 
Strickland  having  ordered  mafs  to  be  celebrated  on 
board  of  his  Ihip,  fuch  a  tumult  enfued  among  the 
failors,   that  he  could  hardly  hinder  them  from 
throwing  the  priefts  into  the  lea. 

The  king's  obflinacy  and  perfeverance  feemed 
to  increafe  in  proportion  to  the  people's  oppofition. 
His  queen  and  his  prielts  continually  itimulated 
him  with  intreaties  and  exhortations  to  proceed  in 

the 
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the  execution  of  his  project;  and  he  was  encou-  A-c- l688> 
raged  by  the  fervile  fubmifiions  of  fome  proteitant 
divines.  The  bifhops  of  Durham,  Rocheiter,  and 
Chefter,  itill  approved  of  all  his  meafures.  The 
clergy  of  Cheflii re  prefented  an  abject  addrefs,  con- 
demning the  conduct  of  the  feven  prelates  who  had 
Icrupled  to  publifh  the  declaration.  The  bifhop 
of  Durham  fufpended  thirty  minifters  of  his  dioceie 
who  refufed  to  read  it;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Carlifle  declared  they  would  concur  with  his  majefty 
in  repealing  the  teft  and  penal  laws.  James,  far 
from  altering  his  conduct,  iffued  orders  for  pro- 
fecuting  all  thofe  clergymen  who  had  forbore  to 
read  his  declaration.  He  fent  a  mandate  to  his  new 
fellows  of  Magdalen-college  at  Oxford,  to  elect 
for  their  prefident  one  Gifford,  a  doctor  of  the  Sor- 
bonne,  whom  he  likewife  nominated  to  the  fee  of 
Oxford,  in  the  room  of  Parker,  lately  deceafed. 
Sprat  bimop  of  Rochefter,  and  member  of  the 
ecclefiaitical  court,  feeing  the  king  proceeding  with 
fuch  a  career  in  the  road  to  ruin,  refolved  to  con- 
fult  his  own  fafety  in  time,  and  withdrew  himfelf 
from  the  commiflion,  on  pretence  that  his  confci- 
ence  would  not  permit  him  to  profecute  thofe  who 
had  refufed  to  read  the  declaration. 

Every  individual,  whether  whig  or  tory,  who  view-,  of 
knew  the  value  of  liberty,  and  was  attached  to  the  Je0r^nce 
eftablifhed  religion,  now  plainly  faw,  that  without  ° 
an  immediate  and  vigorous  oppofition  to  the  mea- 
fures of  the  king,  the   nation  would  be   reduced 
to  the  moft  abject  flate  of  fpiritual  and  temporal 
fubjedion.      The  principal  perfons  of  both  parties 
began  to  reflect  with  remorfe  upon  the  mutual  ani- 
mofity  which  had  weakened  the  common  intereft  : 
they  perceived  the  neceiTiry  of  having  recourfe  to 
foreign  aid  :  and  they  looked  upon  the  prince  of 
Orange  as  their  natural  ally  and  protector.     Asa 
R  j  previous 
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A.  c.  1688.  previous  ftep  towards  an  application  to  this  auxili- 
ary, they  law  it  would  be  neceffary  to  compromife 
all  their  domeftic  difputes.      Some  moderate  men 
of  each  faction  exerted  their   endeavours  for  this 
purpofe.     Their  efforts  were  crowned  with  fuccefs. 
The  whigs  and  tories,  united  by  the  common  ties 
of  religion 'and  liberty,  agreed  in  private  to  lay 
afide  ail  contention,  and  join  heartily  in  oppofing 
the  arbitrary  defigns  of  their  mifguided  fovereign. 
The  prince  of  Orange  was  no  ftranger  to  the  mur- 
murs of  the  Englifh.     He  had  fent  over  Dykvelt 
as  an  envoy,  on  pretence  of  remonflrating  to  James 
on  his  conduft.     But  he  had  given  him  fecret  in- 
flructions  to  treat  with  the  chiefs  of  the  malcon- 
tents.     T  his  agent  executed  his  commiflion  with 
equal  fecrecy  and  fuccefs.     He  aflured  the  church- 
party  of  the  prince's  particular  favour  and  regard. 
He  exhorted  the  diffehters  to  beware  of  the  king's 
carcfles,  which  could  not  poflibiy  be  fmcere  •,  and 
hope  for  a  toleration  from  a  proteftant  parliament. 
They  were  fatisfied  by  the  folidity  pf  his  arguments, 
and  proferTed  the  moft  perfect  attachment  to  the 
iladtholder,  in  whom  all  their  hopes  were  centered. 
The  proteftant  princes  of  the  empire  had  formed  a 
feparate  league  at  Magdeburg,  for  the  defence  of 
their  religion  i  and  fome  towns  in  Holland,  which 
had  been  influenced  by  French  councils,    being 
alarmed  and  incenfed  at   the    perfecution  of  the 
huguenots  in  France,  dropped  all  their  connections 
with  the  court  of  Lewis,  and  repoied  an  intire  con- 
fidence in  the  ftadtholder.     By  this  acceflion  of  in- 
fluence, he  was  enabled  to  form  a  league  at  Augf- 
burg,  in  which  all  the  princes  of  the  empire  united 
againft  the    ambitious  defigns  of  the  French  mo- 
narch.    Spain,  Holland,  and   Savoy,  acceded  to 
j&is  alliance. 

While 
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While  James  fat  upon  the  Englifh  throne,  the  A-c-1688- 
prince  law  no  profpeft  of  engaging  this  kingdom  Hisrorre- 
in  the  general  affociation.     The  fuccefiion  of  the  Ji^tl™ 
princefs  was  defeated  by  the  birth  of  the  prince  of  malcontents 
Wales  -,  and  therefore  he  would  not  flight  an  invi-inE"eland' 
tation   that  fo  agreeably  flattered   his  mtereit  and 
ambition.     Admiral  Herbert,  who  was  very  popu- 
lar among  the  feamen,  refigned  his  commifiion  in 
difguft,  and  retired  to  the  Hague,  where  he  allured 
the  prince  of  a  general  difaffedion  in  the  navy. 
This  aflurance  was  confirmed  by  Admiral  Ruflel, 
who,    paffing   and    repaying  frequently  between 
England  and  Holland,  lerved  as  a  canal  of  commu- 
nication between  the  prince  and  the  Englifh  pro- 
teftants.     Henry  Sidney,   brother  to  Algernoon, 
went  over  to  the  Hague,  under  the  pretext  of  go- 
ing to  Spa  for  his  health,  and  had  frequent  con- 
ferences with  the  iladtholder.     Lord  Dunblaine, 
fon  to  the  earl  of  Danby,  made  feveral  voyages,  to 
Holland,  in  a  frigate  of  his  own,  and  conveyed  not 
only  aflurances  from  a  great  number  of  noblemen 
and  perlbns  of  diftinclion,  but  likewife  coniiderable 
fums  of  money  to  the  prince  of  Orange.     Zuylef- 
tein,  whom  the  prince  had  fent  over  to  England 
with  compliments  of  congratulation  on  the  birth 
of  the  prince  of  Wales,  carried  back  a  formal  in- 
vitation from  the  Englifh  nobility.     The  bilhop  of 
London,   the  duke  of  Norfolk,    the   Marquis  of 
Hallifax,  the  earls  of  Dorfet,  Devonmire,  Notting- 
ham, and  Danby,  the  lords  Lovelace,  Delamer.% 
Paulet,   Eland  -,  many  gentlemen  of  intereft,  and 
a  great  number  of  fubftantial  citizens,  joined  in  the 
application  to  the  prince,  intreating  him  to  affifl 
them  in   the   recovery  of  their  liberties,  and  pro- 
mifmg  to  fupport  his  endeavours  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes.      The  earl  of  ShrewAniry,  a  very  po- 
pular nobleman,  who  had  renounced  the  Romifli 
R  4.  religion 
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A.C  1688.  religion  in  which  he  was  educated,  and  refigned 
his  regiment,  mortgaged  his  eftate  for  furty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  which  he  offered,  together  with  his 
own  perfonal  fervice,  to  the  prince  of  Orange. 
Lord  Wharton,  though  overwhelmed  with  age  and 
infirmities,  vifited  the  prince  on  the  fame  errand. 
Lord  Mordaunt  refided  at  die  Hague,  and  pro- 
moted the  enterpriie  with  all  his  power.  Even 
Sunderland,  the  favourite  minifter  of  James,  is  faid 
to  have  correfponded  with  the  prince,  and  betray- 
ed his  inratuated  mailer. 

Preparations      go  many  concurring  motives  could  not  fail  to 

forhisex-      .  '<  i      -  i 

pedition.  influence  the  conduct  or  the  pnnce,  who  undertook 
the  expedition,  and  began  to  make  preparations 
for  it  with  equal  prudence  and  difpatch.  The 
competition  between  pnnce  Clement  of  Bavaria, 
and  the  cardinal  of  Furftenberg,  for  the  arch- 
bilhopric  of  Cologne,  furnifhed  the  States -general 
with  a  pretence  for  affembling  an  army  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Nimeguen.  The  prince  mana- 
ged his  intrigues  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  three  of 
four  members  devoted  to  his  intereft,  were  intrud- 
ed with  the  direction  of  the  affairs  then  in  .agita- 
tion. Orders  were  given  to  prepare  a  formidable 
fleet,  and  augment  the  army,  as  a  war  with  France 
feemed  inevitable.  The  prince  had  an  interview 
at  Minden  in  Weftphalia  with  the  electors  of 
Saxony  and^Brandenburg,  the  princes  of  Lunen- 
burg,  and  the  landgrave  of  Hefle-CaiTel.  To 
them  he  communicated  his  fcheme,  which  was  of 
fuch  confequence  to  the  general  intereft  of  religion 
and  liberty  •,  and  they  engaged  to  defend  Holland 
from  the  attacks  of  France,  during  the  prince's 
expedition  to  England.  A  fleet  of  fifty  large  fhips 
of  war  was  equipped,  with  as  many  veffels  as  would 
ferve  for  the  tranfportation  of  twelve  thoufand  land- 
forces.  Thefe  were  freighted  "on  different  pre- 
tences 
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tences  by  the  merchants  of  Amflerdam,  Rotterdam,  *  c  '63i< 
an*  other  maritime  places  :  they  were  distributed 
among  different  ports,  where  the  troops  were  or- 
dered to  embark,  and  the  rendezvous  were  fixed  in 
ih-v.  road  of  Goree,  where  the  navy  waited  for  their 
junction.  The  prince's  correipondents  in  Eng- 
land agreed  to  diiperfe  themlelves  into  different 
parts  of  the  country,  on  the  firft  news  of  his  land- 
ing, in  order  to  excite  infurrcclions  againft  the  go- 
vernment, and  raife  troops  for  his  fervice  •,  and  he 
never  doubted  of  being  immmediately  joined  by  - 
fuch  a  number,  as  would  enable  him  to  make 
head  againlt  the  king's  army. 

Notwithftanding  all   his  fecrecy  and  diforetion,  james ;, 
theFrench  and  Englifh  minifters  at  the  Hague  took  a:-roie4' 
the  alarm  at  thole  preparations,  and  communicated 
their  luipicions  to  James,  who  thought  they  had 
refined  too  much   in  their  conjectures.     He  per- 
iuaded  himfclf  that  the  intelligence  his  envoy  pre- 
tended to  have  received,  was  no  other  than  a  ru- 
mour fpread  by  his  enemies,  to  divert  him  from  the 
proli  cution  of  his  defigns.  Neverthelefs,he  thought 
proper  to  tiatter  his  people  with  the  promife  of  a 
new  parliament,  and  gave  orders  to  the  chancellor 
to  inue  writs  for  elections,   on  the  fifth  day  of  Sep- 
tember :   but,   as  thefe  writs  were  not  expedited, 
in  all  probability  he  had  no  other  defign  but  that 
of  amufing  his  fubjefts.     At  this  period,  Bonre-  He  rejefls 
pos  arrived  as  ambailador  from,  France,  with  offers  JfiJ™^J 
from  Lewis,   to  aflifl  the  king  with   a   fleet  and  the  rrtiuh 
army  of  thirty  thoufand  men  againft  all  invaders:  kl"-' 
but  this  was  declined  by  the  advice  of  Sunderland. 
He  reprclented    to   James,     that  by  introducing 
French  forces  into  the  kingdom,  on  the  eve  of  a 
new  parliament,   he  would  entirely  lole  the  hearts 
of  all  his  iubjects  •,  and  run  the  rifk  of  feeing  his    « 
kingdom  conquered  by  his  auxiliaries.   It  was  fup- 

pofed, 
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A.  c.  icss.  pofed,  however,  that  by  means  of  this  minifter,  a 
new  alliance  was  concluded  between  the  kings  of 
France  and  England.  Mean  while,  James  order- 
ed his  ambaflador  in  Holland  to  preient  a  memo- 
rial to  the  States,  defiring  to  know  the  deftination 
of  their  extraordinary  armament.  He  received  an 
anfwer,  importing,  that  they  only  imitated  the  ex- 
ample of  the  king  of  England,  who  had  lately 
equipped  a  powerful  fleet,  and  affembled  a  nu- 
merous army,  without  explaining  his  intentions ; 
and  they,  in  their  turn,  defired  to  know  the  nature 
of  the  alliance  which  he  had  concluded  with  the 
'French  monarch.  This  aniwer  in  fome  meafure 
awaked  the  fufpicion  of  James,  who  ordered  the 
towns  of  Portfmouth  and  Hull,  the  two  keys 
of  England,  to  be  put  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  and 
"  beftowed  the  governments  of  thofe  places  upon 
two  Roman  catholics  :  but  he  took  no  further  pre- 
cautions againft  the  impending  danger,  and  could 
not  believe  the  prince  of  Orange  would  hazard  a 
defcent. 

The  court  of  France,  at  the  requeft  of  Skelton 
the  Englim  minifter,  who  acted  on  this  occafion 
without  orders,  fent  directions  to  the  count 
D'Avaux,  their  envoy  at  the  Hague,  to  declare,  in 
a  memorial  to  the  ftates,  that  the  intimate  friend- 
fhip  and  alliance  fubfifting  between  the  kings  of 
France  and  England  would  oblige  his  mafter,  not 
only  to  aflift  the  Englim  monarch,  mould  he  be 
attacked,  but  alfo  to  look  upon  the  firft  aft  of  hof- 
tility  againft  England,  as  a  manifefl  violation  of 
the  peace,  and  a  formal  defign  to  break  with 
France.  The  States  returned  an  ambiguous  an- 
fwer, and  demanded  of  the  Englim  ambarTador  an 
explanation  of  the  laft  alliance  between  France  and 
England.  They  made  the  fame  demand  of  the 
Englifh  miniftry,  by  the  mouth  of  Van  Citters  their 

envoy 
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envoy  at  London.  James,  with  the  concurrence  A. c.^ess. 
of  his  council,  difowncd  the  memorial  of  D'Avaux  ; 
and  Skekon  being  immediately  recalled  from 
France,  was  committed  to  the  Tower  for  his  pre- 
fumption.  Sunderland  ftill  argued,  that  the  be- 
lief of  fuch  a  connection  with  i^ewis  would  ruin 
the  king  in  the  opinion  of  his  fubjtcts.  This  ad- 
vice fome  writers  impute  to  treachery.  On  the 
twcniy-firft  day  of  September,  the  king  iiTued  a 
proclamation,  declaring  his  defign  was  to  procure 
an  enrire  liberty  of  conlcience  to  all  his  fubjects ; 
to  maintain  the  Englifn  church,  by  confirming 
the  acts  of  uniformity,  without  any  other  altera- 
tion than  that  ofr  repealing  the  penal  laws  enacted 
againft  thofe  who  were  not  promoted  to  ecclefia- 
fticul  benefices.  He  likewife  exprefled  his  readi- 
nefs  to  content  to  a  law  that  fhould  exclude  Roman 
catholics  from  feats  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
Thh  proclamation,  which  was  not  only  ambiguous, 
but  alfo  felf-contradictory,  made  no  favourable  im- 
prefiion  upon  the  pe,  pie,  who  expected  redrefs  of 
their  grievances  from  the  prince  of  Orange  alone. 
The  king  of  France  had  by  this  time  lent  a  nume- 
rous army  into  the  empire,  under  the  command  of 
the  dauphin  -,  and  Philipfburg  was  inverted.  Baril- 
lon,  the  French  envoy  at  London,  advifed  the 
king  of  England  to  defire  his  mafter  to  abandon 
the  fiege,  and  fend  his  forces  to  the  frontiers  of 
Holland  •,  a  motion  that  in  all  likelihood  would  pre- 
vent the  expedition  againft  England  ;  but  this  ad- 
vice was  not  taken.  Sunderland  itill  objected  the 
jealoufy  of  the  fubjects,  as  the  friends  of  the  prince 
of  Orange  had  circulated  a  report,  that  the  Dutch 
armament  was  deilined  to  prevent  the  French  from 
landing  in  England. 

James  being  now  convinced  of  the  prince's  de- 
fign, ordered  the  navy  to  be  manned  and  prepared 

for 
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A.  c.  i6S8. for  lea-,  fet  on  foot  new  levies,  and  fent  for  fome 
regiments  from  Ireland-,  appointed  the  earl  of 
Feveriham  general  of  his  land-forces,  and  con- 
ferred the  command  of  the  navy  upon  the  earl  of 
Dartmouth.  He  directed  the  marquis  of  Albe- 
ville  hisminifter  at  the  Hague,  to  allure  the  States, 
that  there  was  no  private  treaty  fubfifting  between 
him  and  the  French  monarch  ;  and  to  declare  his 
readinels  to  concur  with  them  in  taking  meafures 
for  maintaining  the  peace  of  Nimeguen.  They 
paid  no  regard  to  this  memorial.  On  the  contrary, 
the  penfionary  frankly  owned  to  the  marquis,  that 
the  prince  of  Orange,  in  confequence  of  an  invita- 
tion from  the  Englifh  nobility,  was  reiblved  o  affift 
them  in  re-eftablifhing  the  ancient  conftitution, 
which  the  king  had  entirely  altered  fmce  his  ac- 
ceflion.  When  the  minifter  communicated  this 
information  to  the  king,  adding,  that  the  Hague 
was  filled  with  Englifh  iubjects,  waiting  to  embark 
in  the  prince's  expedition,  he  and  his  whole  coun- 
cil were  overwhelmed  with  confirmation  :  they  no 
longer  doubted  that  the  invader  would  be  fupport- 
ed  by  the  majority  of  the  kingdom  •,  and  being  in- 
capable of  diftinguifhing  between  their  friends  and 
fhe  SviM  enemies,  they  knew  not  whom  to  truft.  In  this 
of  the  emergency,  James  aflembled  the  bifhops  of  Win- 
bifcops.  cnefter,  Chefter,  Rochefter,  Peterborough,  Ely, 
Bath  and  Wells,  and  defired  their  advice  and  ai- 
iiftance.  They  obtained  leave  to  go  and  confult 
with  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  who  was  in- 
difpofed ;  and  promiied  to  deliver  their  fentiments 
in  writing.  Mean  while  the  king  publimed  a  pro- 
clamation, informing  the  fubjects  of  a  purpofed 
invafion  ;  exhorting  them  to  lay  afide  their  animo- 
fities,  and  join  with  him  againil  the  common  ene- 
my, whole  intention  was  to  enflave  them  ;  alluring 
them  he  would  venture  his  life  once  more  in  their 
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defence  ;  and  giving  them  to  underftand,  that  he  A- c-  *6S8- 
could  not  conveniently  afiemble  the  new  parlia- 
ment, until  this  ftorm  mould  be  overblown.  In 
order  to  conciliate  the  affection  of  his  people,  he 
ordered  the  bifhop  of  London  to  be  re-eftablimed 
in  his  epifcopal  functions  :  he  appointed  a  new 
mayor  for  the  city  of  London,  becaufe  Eyles  the 
anabaptift  was  not  agreeable  to  the  citizens  who 
were  members  of  the  Englim  church.  He  affured 
the  magiftrates  that  he  would  reitore  their  ancient 
charter  ;  and  he  publimed  a  general  amnefty,  with 
fome  exceptions. 

On  the  third  day  of  October,  the  archbifhop  of  Hetafew 
Canterbury,  accompanied  by  eight  prelates  whom  [°™eh*"s_ 
James  had  coniulted,   was  admitted  to  an  audience  .ti-fa.aion.rf 
at  Whitehall,  and  preiented  the  king  with  the  re- thc  ?cople> 
fult  of  their  deliberation,  in  ten  articles  of  advice. 
They  counfelled  his  majefty  to  put  the  government 
of  the  different  counties  into  the  hands  of  perfons 
diftinguiflied  by  their    birth,    and  qualified  by  the 
laws  of  the  land:     To  abolifh   the  ecclefiaftical 
court :  To  recal  all  the  difpenfations,   by  virtue  of 
which  difqualified  perfons  had  been  admitted  into 
civil  and  ecclefiaftical  employments  :  To  revoke 
all  the  licences  by  which  catholics  were  permitted 
to  open  public  fchools  :  To  defifl  from  all  preten- 
iion  to  a  difpenfing  power,  or  refer  it  entirely  to  the 
deciiion  of  parliament :  To  forbid  the  four  apofto- 
lic  vicars  to  continue    invading  the  ecclefiaftical 
jurifdiction,  which  belonged  to  the  bifhops  of  the 
Englifh  church  :  To  fill  up  the  vacant  bifhoprics 
and  benefices  with  men  of  learning  and  piety  :   To 
reftore  the  charters  which  had  been  taken  from  cor- 
porations :   To  affemble   a   free   parliament  •,  and 
allow  the  bifhops  to  offer  fuch  realbns  as  might  in- 
duce him  to  be  reconciled  to  the  Englim  church,    ,     ; 
in  which  he  had  been  born  and  educated.  Though 
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A.C  jess,  thefe  advices  muft  have  been  very  unpalatable  to 
the  king,  as  containing  fevere  reproaches  upon  his 
paft  government,  he  affected  to  take  them  in  good 
part,  and  even  complied  with  them  in  fevefal  arti- 
cles. He  iupprefled  the  ecclefiaitical  court :  re- 
ftored  the  old  charter  to  the  city  of  London  The 
lieutenants  of  the  counties  were  enjoined  to  correct 
allabufes  which  had  injured  the  corporations.  The 
bifhop  of  Winchester,  as  vifitor  of  Magdalen-col- 
lege at  Oxford,  was  authorized  to  re-eftablifti  it  in 
poflefllon  of  all  its  rights  and  privileges.  All  cor- 
porations were  reftored  to  the  enjoyment  of  their 
antient  immunities.  Several  governors  were  chang- 
ed :  catholic  juftices  and  magiftrates  were  deprived 
of  their  offices,  which  the  king  now  beftowed  upon 
proteitants  ;  fo  that  in  a  few  days  the  great  work, 
in  which  the  king  had  laboured  fo  affiduoufly,  was 
entirely  undone.  Thefe  hafty  fteps  towards  a  re- 
formation, though  fuppofed  to  be  the  effect  of  fear, 
began  to  make  fome  impreffion  upon  the  minds  of 
the  people,  when  he  received  intelligence  that  the 
Dutch  fleet  was  difperled  and  difabled  by  a  tern- 
pelt.  He  forthwith  recalled  the  bimop  of  Win- 
chefter  from  Oxford,  after  that  prelate  had  fum- 
moned  the  fellows  of  Magdalen-college-,  and 
feemed  inclined  to  retract  all  the  fteps  he  had  taken 
for  the  fatisfaction  of  his  iubjects  :  yet,  hearing  the 
news  he  had  received  was  falfe,  he  commanded  the 
bifliop  to  proceed,  and  the  fellows  of  the  college 
were  re-eftablifhed  ;  but,  by  his  conduct  in  this 
affair,  he  brought  his  fincerity  into  queition. 
Proves  the  As  he  dreaded  the  violence  of  the  populace,  he 
fonh  °f  h'S  ordered  all  the  Romifti  chapels  in  London  and 
Weftminiter  to  be  (hut  up  •,  and  the  priefts  of  that 
communion,  fort-feeing  the  approaching  ftorm,  be- 
gan to  dilappear.  A  body  of  troops  from  Ireland 
landed  at  Chdter,  and  three  thoufand  men  from 
S  Scotland 
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Scotland  arrived  at  Carlifle.  Orders  were  ifilied  to  A-c-  »'**• 
raiie  ten  new  regiments,  and  arm  the  militia ;  and 
a  proclamation  was  publiihed,  commanding  the 
fubjects  to  remove  their  cattle  to  the  diftance  of 
twenty  miles  from  the  place  where  the  defcent 
mould  be  made.  A  writing  being  publiftied  in 
Holland,  infmuating  that  the  birth  of  the  prince 
of  Wales  was  an  impofture,  the  king  afTembled  a 
council  extraordinary,  to  which  he  invited  the 
queen  dowager,  with  all  the  lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral then  in  London,  the  lord  mayor  and  alder- 
men, and  the  judges.  He  told  them  his  enemies 
had  pretended  to  doubt  the  birth  of  the  prince  of 
Wales  ;  and  therefore  he  had  taken  this  opportu- 
nity to  examine  the  affair  in  their  prefence,  that  he' 
might  clear  himfelf  from  all  fulpicion  of  having 
pradhfed  fuch  a  vile  impofture.  Forty  witneffcs 
were  produced ;  and,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  would  permit,  afcertained  the  queen's  deli- 
very, to  the  fatisfaction  of  every  unprejudiced 
hearer :  but  great  part  of  the  nation  were  incapa- 
ble of  conviction  ;  and  this  proof  ferved  only  to 
rivit  their  iufpicion,  or  confirm  their  notions  of 
the  impofture.  The  depofitions  were  recorded  in 
chancery,  printed,  publiflied,  and  difperied  through 
the  kingdom.  Many  people  concluded  that  there 
muft  have  been  fomething  very  weak  and  defec- 
tive in  a  caufe  that  required  fuch  extraordinary 
fupport,  not  confidering  that  their  own  prejudices 
had  obliged  the  king  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  an 
extraordinary  inveftigation.  In  October  the  earl 
of  Sunderland  was  dilmifled  from  his  two  employ- 
ments of  fecretary  of  ftate  and  prefident  of  the 
council.  He  was  difagreeable  to  the  king's  catho- 
lic counfellors  •,  and  fufpedled,  nay  even  openly 
accufed,  of  correfponding  with  the  enemy  :  in  the 
iequel  he  publifhed  an  apology  for  his  conduct. 

During 
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A.C.  .633.  During  thefe  tranfaclions,  the  prince  of  Orange 
Mmifcito  was  employed  in  drawing  up  a  manifefto,  explain 
Kbth?ed  in&  ^e  mot^v'es  ty  wnicn  he  was  actuated,  and  the 
prince  of  purport  of  his  expedition.  He  enumerated  the 
Oran3c.  grievances  of  the  Englifh  nation  :  recapitulated  the 
Iruitlefs  attempts  which  had  been  made  for  pro- 
curing redrefs  in  the  ufual  way  of  petition  and  re- 
monftrance  :  mentioned  the  circumftance  of  the 
fuppofed  impofture  in  the  birth  of  the  prince  of 
Wales  :  profefled  his  own  regard  and  that  of  the 
princefs  for  the  Englifh  nation,  to  the  relief  of 
which  he  had  been  invited  by  a  great  number  of 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  gentlemen,  and  other 
perfons  of  all  conditions.  He  avowed  his  intention 
of  vifiting  England  with  a  body  of  forces  fufficient 
to  fecure  him  from  the  attempts  of  thole  who 
might  endeavour  to  thwart  his  meafures.  He  de- 
clared his  defign  was  to  convoke  a  free  parliament, 
to  which  he  would  refer  the  fettlement  of  the  na- 
tion i  and  the  fame  promife  he  made  with  reipecl: 
to  Scotland  and  Ireland.  This  declaration  was  al- 
ready printed,  in  order  to  be  diftributed  among  the 
Englifli  people,  when  he  received  information  that 
the  king  had  redrefled  fome  of  the  grievances  of 
which  he  complained,  and  taxed  him  with  a  defign 
to  conquer  England.  He  therefore  made  an  ad- 
dition to  his  manifefto,  importing,  that  the  forces 
he  intended  to  tranfport  could  not  be  fuppofed 
fufficient  for  the  conqueft  of  England;  nor  could 
the  Englim  noblemen  and  gentlemen  engaged  in 
his  undertaking,  be  fuppoied  capable  of  contri- 
buting to  the  fubjection  of  their  .country  :  that  the 
late  redrefs  of  lome  grievances,  though  a  plain  ac- 
knowledgment of  oppreffion,  was  but  a  temporary 
expedient  to  cajole  the  people,  who  could  have  no 
fecurity  for  their  rights  and  privileges,  but  in  the 
acls  of  a  free  parliament,  which  he  promifed  to  at- 
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femble  in  their  behalf.  The  States-general,  at  the  A  c-  »68*- 
fame  time,  publifhed  the  reafons  which  had  in- 
duced  them  to  lend  their  fhips  and  forces  to  the 
prince  of  Orange  ;  namely,  the  invitation  which 
the  prince  had  received  from  the  nobility  and  clergy 
of  England,  and  the  apprehenfion  that  king  James, 
after  he  mould  have  made  himfelf  abfolute  in  his 
own  kingdom,  would  join  the  French  monarch  in 
deflroying  the  proteftant  religion,  and  extermina- 
ting the  people  of  the  United  Provinces. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  having  taken  leave  of  Th(.  pn-,,ce 
the  States,  embarked  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Oc-  em  arks, 
tober  with  the  earls  of  Shrewfbury  and  Macclef- gea  to  put" 
field,  the  lords  Mordaunt,  Wiltmire,  Paulet,  Elan,  J^y 
and  Dunblaine ;  admiral  Herbert,  Mr.  Sidney,  weather, 
Mr.  RufiH,  Doctor  Burnet,  and  many  other  Eng- 
lifh  fubjecls.  He  was  allb  attended  by  the  count 
de  Schomberg  and  his  fon,  with  about  three  hun- 
dred French  officers  of  the  reformed  religion.  His 
fleet  confided  of  fifty  fail  of  the  line,  twenty  fri- 
gates, as  many  firefhips,  and  about  four  hundred 
tranfports,  on  board  of  which  twelve  or  thirteen 
thoufand  foldiers  were  embarked.  Admiral  Her- 
bert led  the  van  ±  the  rear  was  conducted  by 
Evertzen,  and  the  prince  commanded  in  the  cen* 
tre,  with  a  flag  difplaying  his  own  arms,  circum- 
fcribed,  "  The  proteftant  religion,  and  the  liber- 
"  ties  of  England.'*  Underneath,  ««  Je  main- 
"  tiendrai,"  the  device  that  diftinguifhed  the  houfe 
of  Naflau.  The  fleet  had  failed  but  a  few  leagues 
when  the  wind  fuddenly  fhifted  to  the  weft,  and 
blew  a  violent  ilorm,  which  lafted  two  whole  days, 
and  fcattered  the  (hips  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  a 
whole  week  elapfed  before  they  could  re-afiemble 
at  their  rendezvous.  They  had  fuftained  very  little 
damage:  the  States,  however,  magnified  their 
lofs  in  the  gazettes,  and  declared  that  the  prince 

Nw  76,  S  would 


258  HISTORY    OF   ENGLAND; 

A.C.  i6ss.  -would  be  obliged  to  poflpone  his  expedition  to  the 

fpring. 

j.vresan-  This  artful  mfmuation  had  the  deiired  effect : 
££"  ?  James  believed  their  fleet  was  actually  difabled  -, 
inanifafto.  and,  on  that  fuppofition,  recalled  fome  of  the  con- 
ceflions  he  had  made  for  the  fatisfaction  of  his 
people.  When  he  underftood  that  the  prince,  in 
his  manifefto,  declared,  he  was  invited  by  a  great 
number  of  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  hefummon- 
cd  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and  three  or  four 
other  prelates  into  his  prefence,  and  infifted  upon 
their  figning  a  declaration  to  difprove  the  prince's 
affertion.  They  allured  him  of  their  fidelity  in  ge- 
neral terms,  but  defired  to  be  excufed  from  an- 
iwering  a  writing  which  did  not  concern  them  in 
particular.  The  king  was  incenfed  at  their  refufal, 
and  difmhTed  them  with  marks  of  the  moft  violent 
indignation.  Then  he  publifhed  art  anfwer  to  the 
prince's  manifefto,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to- 
j-uftify  his  own  conduct,  and  blacken  the  character 
of  the  ftadtholder.  At  this  period  two  printed  let- 
ters were  diltributed  through  England ;  one  ad- 
drefled  to  the  Englifh  army  by  the  prince  of 
Orange,  and  the  other  directed  by  admiral  Her- 
bert to  the  failors,  by  whom  he  was  greatly  beloved. 
Thefe  papers  contained  reafons  and  exhortations, 
diffuading  them  from  acting  as  the  inftruments  of 
tyranny  againft  the  religion  and  liberties  of  their 
country  ;  and  they  produced  a  furprifing  effect. 
kndVin""  The  damage  fuftained  by  the  Dutch  fleet,  being 
England,  in  a  few  days  repaired,  the  prince  re-embarked  on 
the  firft  day  of  November,  and  fteered  to  the 
northward,  intending  to  land  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Humber  ;  but  the  eafterly  wind  blew  fo  ftrong1 
in  the  night,  that  he  changed  his  refolution,  and 
ftood  to  the  weftward.  He  failed  down  the  chan- 
nel without  feeing  the  king's  fleet,  which  lay  at  the 
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Gunfleet  to  the  number  of  fixty  (hips,  commanded  A«c.-i««« 
by  the  earl  of  Dartmouth.     The  prince  now  de- 
termined to  land  at  Torbay ;  but  in  the  night  of 
the  fourth,  th'e  pilot  overlhot  the  Start-point,  and 
the  gale  was  fo  frefh  that  it  was  found  impracticable 
to  beat  up  to  windward.  This  accident  would  have 
obliged  the  prince  to  bear  away  for  Falmouth,    at 
the  extremity  of  the  ifland,  had  not  the  wind  un- 
expectedly fhifted  to  the  Weft,   and   conducted 
them  into  Torbay  ;  while  at  the  fame  time  it  effec- 
tually hindered  the  Englifh  fleet  to  come  down  the 
channel.     On  the  fifth  day  of  November,  the  anni- 
verfary  of  the  gunpowder-plot,  the  prince  difem- 
barked  his  troops  at  the  village  of  Broxholme  in 
Torbay.     The  baggage  and  artillery  were  fent  to 
Topfham,  the  feaport  of  Exeter,  and  next  day  the 
prince  began  his  march  for  that  city,  where  how- 
ever he  remained  ten  days,  without   being  joined 
by  any  perlbn  of  confideration.  The  king  no  fooner 
received  intelligence  of  his  landing,  than  he  order- 
ed his  troops  to  affemble  on  Salifbuiy  Plain.     In 
order  to  vilify  the  prince's  power,  he  diftributed 
lifts  of  all  the  regiments  that  compofed  his  little 
army.  Hearing  the  city  of  London,  with  the  coun- 
ties of  Kent  and  York,  intended  to   prefent  ad- 
drefies,    bcfeeching  him  to  effect  an  accommoda- 
tion with  the  prince  of  Orange,  he  publicly  declar- 
ed, that  he  would  confider  as  enemies   ail  thole 
who  iliould  propofe  fuch  an  accommodation.     At 
the  fame  time  he  publifhed  a  declaration,  charging 
the  prince  of  Orange  with  a  defign  to  ufurp  the 
crown  of  England.     Mean  time  the  ftadtnolder 
patted  his   time  very  difagreeably  at  Exeter :    the 
bifhop  had  quitted  the  place  at  his  landing,  and  re- 
paired to  London,  where  the  king  created  him 
archbifhop  of  York.    When  doctor  Burnet  mount- 
ed the  pulpit  at  Exeter,    on  the  Sunday  after  the 
i>  2  prince's 
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A.  c.  168?,  prince's  arrival,  in  order  to  read  the  manifefto,  all 
the  canons  and  great  part  of  the  congregation  left 
the  church.  Very  few  Englifhmen  offered  their 
iervices  to  the  fladtholder  -,  and  he  met  with  very 
little  iuccefs  in  raifing  three  new  regiments  of  in- 
fantry. Though  the  people  were  generally  well 
affected  to  his  defign,  the  recent  remembrance  of 
the  cruelties  exerciied  upon  the  partii'ans  ot  Mon- 
mouth,  in  that  country,  deterred  them  from  en- 
gaging in  any  other  enterprize  againfl  the  govern- 
ment. 

is  joined  by  On  the  tenth  day  after  the  prince's  landing, 
SSySfc  when  he  began  to  deliberate  about  reimbarking,  he 
tinti  OB,  was  joined  by  Ibme  peribns  of  coniequence  ;  among 
thele  was  Edward  Seymour,  who  propofed  an  affo- 
ciation  for  the  defence  of  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
the  kingdom,  binding  the  fubfcribers  to  itand  by 
the  prince  of  Orange,  and  by  one  another,  until, 
by  means  of  a  free  parliament,  their  religion  and 
privileges  fliould  be  feeured  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  Icrecn  them  from  any  future  danger  of  popery 
and  flavery.  This  affociation  was  fubfcribed  by  all 
prefent ;  and  from  this  (fay  the  prince's  affairs  af- 
fumed  a  more  promifmg  afpect.  He  began  his 
march  for  Salifbury,  and  the  number  of  his  fol- 
lowers daily  increafed.  Lord  Colchefter*  fon  to 
the  earl  of  Rivers,  Mr.  Wharton,  colonel  God- 
frey, and  Mr.  How,  joined  him  with  about  fixty 
horfemen  well  mounted ;  thefe  were  followed  by 
the  earl  of  Abington,  captain  Clarges,  and  fome 
others.  Lord  Cornbury,  fon  of  the  earl  of  Cla- 
rendon, colonel  of  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  revolt- 
ed to  the  prince  with  a  good  part  of  four  regiments. 
Lord  Delamere  affembled  his  vaflals  in  Chefhire, 
and  openly  declared  for  the  fladtholder.  Lord 
Lovelace  began  his  march  for  Exeter,  at  the  head 
of  fourfcore  horfe  j  but  he  was  encountered  by  the 

militia 
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militia  at  Cirencefter,  defeated,  and  taken  prifoner.  •A-c-l68S' 
The  two  archbifhops,  five  other  prelates,  the  dukes 
of  Grafton  and  Ormond,  the  earls  of  Dorfef,  Clare, 
Clarendon,  Burlington,  Anglefey,  and  Rochefter  ; 
the  lords  Newport,  Paget,  Chandois,  and  Ofiul- 
fton,  meeting  in  London,  drew  up  and  prelented 
a  petition  to  the  king,  beseeching  him  to  convoke 
a  free  parliament,  and  take  meafures  for  latisfying 
the  prince  of  Orange.  James  declared,  that  he 
paffionately  delired  to  aflemble  a  free  parliament : 
and  promiied,  upon  his  royal  word,  that  it  mould 
meet  immediately  after  the  prince's  departure 
from  the  kingdom  :  but  he  faid,  this  ftep  could 
not  be  taken  while  the  enemy  was  in  the  country, 
and  had  it  in  his  power  to  influence  the  elec- 
tions. 

This  unhappy  monarch  was  now  involved  in  a  The  king 
labyrinth  of  fears  and  perplexity.  The  defection  ?oes  to  '"if 
or  his  fubj^cts  made  a  deep  impreflion  upon  his  s!SJry. 
mind.  He  had  reafon  to  believe  the  army  was  in- 
fected with  the  fame  fpirit :  and  he  began  to  dif- 
truft  the  fidelity  of  thofe  who  neceflarily  enjoyed  a 
great  fhare  of  his  confidence.  Refolving  to  head 
his  army  in  perfon,  he  recommended  the  city  of 
London  to  the  care  of  the  lord  mayor.  He  made  a 
fpeech  to  his  principal  officers,  in  which  he  folemn- 
ly  renewed  the  promife  of  afiembling  a  free  par- 
liament. He  told  them,  if  they  defired  any  thing 
more,  he  was  ready  to  gratify  their  wimes  :  he  de- 
clared, that  if  any  of  them  were  (till  difiatisfied  with 
his  conduct,  and  inclined  to  join  the  prince  of 
Orange,  he  would  fupply  them  with  paflports,  in 
order  to  fpare  them  the  fhame  of  deferring  their 
lawful  fovereign.  He  left  a  council  at  London, 
compoied  of  the  chancellor  Jeffries,  the  lords  Go- 
dolphin,  Powis,  Beilafis,  and  Prefton  •,  and  fet  out 
for  Saliibury,  where  he  arrived  on  the  nineteenth 
S  3  day 
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A.  c,  >68S.  dav  Of  November.  There  he  was  complimented 
by  the  officers,  who  expreffed  their  attachment  to 
him  in  the  warmeft  terms,  and  their  indignation 
§t  the  defertion  of  lord  Cornbury.  Notwithftand- 
ing  their  affu rajices,  he  was  expofed  to  the  moft 
uneafy  reflections.  He  law  all  his  fchemes  blafted, 
his  people  melting  from  him,  his  friends  falling 
off,  and  his  family  in  danger  of  immediate  ruin. 
His  internal  difturbance  had  fuch  an  efred  upon 
his  constitution,  that  the  blood  gumed  from  his 
noftrils  j  and  next  day  the  fame  fymptom  re- 
curred. 

Returns  to  The  officers  forgetting  their  late  profefilons,  now 
J-ondon.  defired  tlie  earl  of  Feverfham  to  tell  the  king,  that 
they  could  not  in  confcience  ferve  againit  the 
prince  of  Orange,  who  aimed  at  nothing  but  the 
lecurity  of  the  proteilant  religion,  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people.  This  was  a  mortifying  declaration 
to  the  king,  who  thus  found  himfelf  deprived  in  a 
manner  of  all  reiburce.  Fevermam  advifed  him  to 
fecure  lord  Churchill,  whofe  fidelity  was  queftioned, 
James  had  heaped  fuch  favours  upon  this  nobleman, 
whom  he  had  railed  from  obfcurity,  enobled,  and 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general,  that 
he  could  not  doubt  his  attachment.  Next  day, 
however,  Churchill  went  over  to  the  prince,  ac- 
companied by  the  duke  of  Grafton,  colonel  Ber- 
keley, and  feveral  other  officers.  He  fent  a  letter 
to  the  king,  pleading  confcience  for  his  defertion -, 
but  James  imputed  it  to  the  fear  of  his  falling  for- 
tune operating  upon  a  mind  that  felt  no  ties  of 
gratitude.  He  was  now  wholly  abandoned  by  his 
fortitude,  and  returned  to  London  in  a  ftate  of  de- 
jection, after  having  publifhed  a  proclamation, 
promifing  a  free  pardon  to  all  deferters  who  in  four 
and  twenty  hours  mould  return  to  their  duty.  This 
produced  no  effect  j  but  he  had  the  additional 
j  mor- 
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mortification  to  fee  himfelf  forfaken  by  his  fon-in- *-c>  l6S!<- 
law  prince  George  of  Denmark,  who  left  him  at 
Andover. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  \vho  had  advanced  to 
Sherburne,  receiving  advice  that  the  king  had  re- 
turned to  London,  and  his  army  retired  to  Read- 
ing, marched  towards  Salifbury,  which  he  entered 
amidit  the  acclamations  of  the  people.  In  his  route 
to  this  place,  a  fkirmim  happened  between  two 
parties  of  the  oppofite  armies,  in  which  the  Englilh 
gained  fome  advantage.  The  earl  of  Bath  gover- 
nor of  Plymouth,  admitted  the  Dutch  fleet  into 
that  harbour.  The  earl  of  Shrcwfbury  and  Sir 
John  Guife  expelled  the  duke  of  Beaufort  from 
Briftol,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
declared  for  the  prince  of  Orange.  The  earl  of 
Devonfliire  having  aflembled  a  great  number  of 
gentlemen  in  Derbyfhire,  openly  efpoufed  the  fame 
caufe.  The  earl  of  Danby  iecured  the  city  and 
county  of  York  in  the  fame  in te reft.  Their  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  Nottinghammire  and  the 
town  of  Berwick.  Hull  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  colonel  Copley  by  the  garrifon,  after  they 
had  arrefted  the  lord  Langdale  their  catholic  go- 
vernor. The  prince  received  tenders  of  fervice 
from  the  duke  of  Somerfet  and  the  earl  of  Oxford. 
The  duke  of  Ormond  entered  the  city  of  Oxford, 
and  ordered  the  manifefto  to  be  read  in  public. 
Finally,  the  king  was  abandoned  by  his  own  is  abandon- 
daughter  Anne  princefs  of  Denmark,  who  efcaped  ot^daug'i- 
privately  from  Whitehall,  and  was  accompanied  by  ter. 
the  bifhop  of  London  to  Nottingham  i  from  whence 
(he  repaired  to  Oxford,  where  me  was  joined  by 
her  hufband.  She  lent  a  letter  to  the  queen,  con- 
taining an  apology  for  hsc  retreat,  and  the  warmed 
expreflions  of  duty  to  her  father.  When  James 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  flight  of  his  favou  - 
S  4  rite 
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A.C.  1688.  rite  daughter,  he  could  not  help  burfting  into  tears, 
and  exclaimed,  in  an  agony  of  grief,  "  God  help 
"  me  !  my  own  children  have  forfaken  me  !"  He 
now  tottered  on  the  brink  of  deftruction.  The 
queen  was  overwhelmed  with  confirmation.  Peters 
his  confefibr  had  retired  to  France,  in  the  retinue 
of  the  earl  of  Waldegrave,  who  fucceeded  Skelton 
as  ambaflador  at  Paris  •,  Jeffries  was  difmayed  ; 
and  Barillon,  the  French  envoy,  reproached  the 
king  with  his  having  rejected  the  afiiitance  of 

He  fends     Lewis. 

deputies  *o        Finding  himfelf  in  this  defolate  condition,  he  af- 

the  prince  fembled  the  few  proteftant  lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral who  happened  to  be  at  London,  and  implor- 
ed their  advice.  They  were  unanimoufly  of  opi- 
nion that  he  mould  immediately  call  a  free  parlia- 
ment •,  grant  an  abfolute  pardon  to  all  thole  who 
had  joined  the  prince  of  Orange ;  fend  deputies  to 
treat  with  him  of  an  accommodation  ;  and  inftantly 
deprive  all  catholics  of  the  employments  they  pof- 
fefled.  He  forthwith  ordered  the  chancellor  to  pre- 
pare writs  for  the  elections.  He  publifhed  a  pro- 
clamation, declaring,  That  all  peers  and  com- 
mons mould  be  at  liberty  to  vote  or  be  elected 
without  diftinction,  whether  they  had  or  had  not 
joined  the  prince  of  Orange.  Hales,  a  catholic, 
was  difpoiTeffed  of  the  lieutenancy  of  the  Tower, 
and  that  command  conferred  on  colonel  Skelton. 
The  marquis  of  Hallifax,  the  earl  of  Nottingham, 
and  lord  Godolphin,  were  nominated  as  deputies 
to  treat  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  furnifhed 
them  with  a  fafe -conduct;  and  they  fet  out  on  this 
embaffy  in  the  beginning  of  December.  About 
this  time,  a  paper  was  circulated  through  all  t.ng- 
land,  entitled,  "  The  third  declaration  of  the  prince 
*c  of  Orange."  He  difowned  the  paper,  though 
it  was  publifhed  in  his  name.  The  author  declared 
3  his 
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his  highnefs  did  not  intend* to  moleft  the  papifts,  if  A<c>  l688' 
they  would  be  quiet  •,  but  that  all  of  that  commu- 
nion found  in  arms,  or  in  the  exercife  of  public  em- 
ployments, with  their  abettors,  Ihould  be  treated 
as  enemies  and  perturbators  of  the  public  peace. 
All  magiftrates  and  officers,  civil  as  well  as  military, 
were  required  to  feize,  difarm,  and  fecure  fuch 
difturbers,  on  pain  of  being  deemed  traitors  to  the 
religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  their  country.  This 
declaration,  which  was  published  by  almoft  all  the 
juftices  of  the  peace  in  the  kingdom,  completed 
the  defpair  of  the  catholics  •,  fo  that  they  durft  not 
fhew  their  faces  in  public.  The  hue  and  cry  was 
railed  againft  father  Peters  ;  and  the  earl  of  Salif- 
bury  was  prefented  as  a  popilh  recufant  by  the  grand 
jury  of  Middlefex. 

The  king's  deputies  had  an  audience  of  the  condition* 
prince  at  Hungerford-,  and  at  his  defire  delivered  Ij1/ 
their  matter's  propofals  in  writing.  James  defired, 
that  their  difference  might  be  left  to  the  decifion  of 
a  free  parliament  which  he  had  convoked  •,  and 'that 
the  two  armies  mould  remain  at  an  equal  diftance 
from  London.  The  prince  on  the  other  hand  pro- 
pofed,  That  all  papifts  mould  be  difarmed  and  dif- 
pofiefled  of  the  employments  they  enjoyed  :  That 
all  proclamations  againft  himfelf  mould  be  recalled: 
That  the  command  of  the  Tower  mould  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  lord  mayor :  That  if  th^  king 
mould  think  proper  to  refide  in  London  during 
the  feflion  of  parliament,  the  prince  mould  like- 
wife  remain  in  the  fame  place,  with  an  equal  num- 
ber of  guards :  or,  That  the  king  and  he  mould 
refide  at  an  equal  diftance  from  London  :  That  the 
two  armies  mould  be  removed  thirty  miles  from 
the  city ;  and,  That  no  new  forces  mould  be 
brought  into  the  kingdom  :  That  Tilbury-fort 
Ihould  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  city-magiftrates: 

That, 
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A*  c.i 688.  That,  until  the  parliament  fhould  meet,  part  of 
the  revenue  mould  be  affigned  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  prince's  army  :  and,  That  in  order  to  pre- 
vent an  invafion  from  abroad,  the  fortrefs  of 
Portfmouth  mould  be  committed  to  the  charge  of 
fome  perfon  equally  agreeable  to  the  king  and  the 
prince.  When  James  perufed  thofe  propoials,  he 
laid,  they  were  more  moderate  than  he  expected. 
He  afiembled  the  noblemen  who  were  in  London, 
to  deliberate  upon  the  prefent  conjuncture  of  af- 
fairs. Addrefling  himfelf  to  the  earl  of  Bedford, 
16  My  lord,  (faid  he,)  you  are  an  honeft  man  -,  have 
«  great  credit ;  and  can  do  me  fignal  fervice." 
«'  Sir,  (replied  the  earl,)  I  am  a  feeble,  old  man, 
"  very  unable  to  do  you  any  confiderable  fervice  ^ 
*'  but  I  had  a  fon  (he  added  with  a  figh)  who,  if 
"  now  alive,  could  ferve  your  majefty  in  a  more 
«  effectual  manner."  He  alluded  to  lord  Ruffel, 
who  had  luffered  death  in  the  laft  reign.  James 
was  fo  (truck  with  this  reflection,  that  he  could 
not  apfwer  one  word. 

Every  thing  now  tended  to  an  accommodation  ; 
anc^  tne  nob^ty  were  ordered  to  reaflemble  next 
day,  to  agree  upon  meafures  for  re-eftablifhing  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  kmg  altered  his 
refolution  before  morning.  His  private  counfel- 
lors  advifed  him  to  retire  into  France,  where  he 
would  be  protected  by  a  powerful  and  generous 
monarch,  who  would  enable  him  to  refume  the 
reins  of  government  upon  his  own  terms.  Whereas, 
by  remaining  in  England,  he  would  be  reduced  to 
the  fhadow  of  royalty,  and  fee  himfelf  compelled 
to  retract  all  his  conceffions  in  favour  of  the  catho- 
lic religion.  They  infufed  terrors  into  the  queen, 
by  reprefenting,  that  the  parliament  would  declare 
her  delivery  an  impofturc,  the  prince  of  Wales  ille-. 
gitimate  5  and  perhaps  accufe  her  of  treafon  for 

having 
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having  favoured  catholics,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  A'Ctl68*- 
the  realm.  Thus  alarmed,  fhe  refolved  to  retire  im- 
mediately into  France  with  the  prince  of  Wales ; 
and  extorted  a  pofitive  promile  from  the  king,  that 
he  would  follow  her  without  delay.  On  the  tenth 
of  December  at  night,  me  crofled  the  river  with  her 
infant  in  an  open  boat,  expoled  to  the  wind  and 
rain ;  and  waited  in  the  fields  at  Lambeth,  until 
Lazun  provided  a  coach  for  her  accommodation. 
In  this  me  travelled  to  Gravefend,  where  fhe  em- 
barked on  board  of  a  fm all  vefiel  that  conveyed  her 
and  the  prince  of  Wales  in  fafety  to  Calais.  From 
thence  fhe  haftened  to  Verfailles,  where  Lewis  re- 
ceived her  with  the  moft  cordial  hofpitality. 

The  king  having  lent  an  order  to  the  earl  of  The  k;ng 
Feverfham  to  difband  the  army,  and  caufed  the  <iifrrp««. 
writs  for  the  election  of  a  new  parliament  to  be 
burned,  difguifed  himfclf  in  plain  apparel,  and 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  embarked  in  a 
boat  at  Whitehall,  accompanied  by  Sir  Edward 
Hales,  Mr.  Sheldon,  and  Abbadie  his  valet  de 
chambre.  He  threw  the  great-feal  into  the  Thames, 
that  it  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies, 
and  proceeded  towards  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
where  a  fliip  waited  for  his  reception.  He  hoped 
his  abfence  would  produce  a  perplexity  in  the  na- 
tion, which  might  be  favourable  to  his  caufe  :  but 
the  prince  of  Orange  forefaw,  that  nothing  would 
fooner  promote  the  accomplifhment  of  his  own  de- 
fjgn.  The  king's  difappearance  was  actually  pro- 
ductive of  confternation  and  confufion,  as  all  go- 
vernment feemed  to  be  fufpended.  The  lords 
and  bifhops  who  were  in  London,  together  with 
fome  perfons  of  diflinction,  held  a  confutation  in 
Guildhall  with  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen.  They 
refolvejd  to  adhere  to  the  prince  of  Orange ;  and 
lent  deputies  to  him  with  this  rcfolution,  iubfcrib- 

ed 
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A.  c.  1688.  ecj  by  all  the  members  of  that  aflembJy.  The}7 
appointed  lord  Lucas  lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
until  the  prince's  pleafure  mould  be  known.  The 
common -council  of  London  lent  a  deputation  to 
the  prince  with  an  addrefs,  craving  his  protection, 
and  intreating  him  to  honour  the  city  with  his  pre- 
fence.  The  populace  plundered,  burned,  and  de- 
molifhed  all  the  Romifh  chapels.  Jeffries  the  chan- 
cellor being  detected  in  the  drefs  of  a  failor,  was 
maltreated  by  the  multitude,  and  conveyed  to  the 
Tower,  where  death  foon  delivered  him  from  the 
terrors  of  exemplary  punifhment. 

A  panic  in  When  Feverfham  diflbanded  the  king's  army, 
London,  fome  Irim  foldiers  finding  themfelves  deftitute  of 
fubfiftence,  were  impelled  by  hunger  to  rifle  a  houfe 
in  Uxbridge.  This  incident  was  fwelled  up  into  a 
report,  that  an  Irifh  army  had  landed  in  England, 
and  was  in  full  march  to  the  capital,  burning,  plun- 
dering, and  maffacring,  without  mercy  or  diflin- 
etion.  The  rumour  was  in  the  circulation  im- 
proved into  a  detail  of  the  moil  dreadful  circum- 
fiances.  The  city  of  London  was  alarmed  with 
the  account  of  their  having  reached  Uxbridge. 
Some  endeavoured  to  fave  themfelves  by  flight; 
others  ran  to  arms  -,  all  the  windows  were  illu- 
minated, that  the  enemy  might  not  take  advan- 
tage, of  the  darknefs;  univerfal  tumult  and  trepi- 
dation enfued.  The  panic  extended  itfelf  to  all 
parts  of  England  with  amazing  rapidity  •,  and  the 
more  remote  counties  had  refolved  to  put  all  the 
Roman  catholics  to  the  fword,  when  they  were 
happily  undecejved  by  learning  the  true  caufe  of 
this  commotion.  The  prince  of  Orange  was  no 
fooner  informed  of  the  army's  being  difbanded, 
than  he  publifhed  a  proclamation,  requiring  the 
officers  to  reaffemble  their  men,  and  wait  in  quar- 
ters for  further  orders ;  and  another  proclamation, 

to 
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to  the  fame  purpofe,    was  ifiued  by  the  noblemen  A.  c.  ies*- 
affembled  at  London. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fmall  vefiel  in  which  the  Theklng 
king  had  embarked,  was  detained  at  Feverfham  by  returns  to 
the  common  people,  who  difcovered  Sir  Edward WhltehaU% 
Hales  on  board,  and  miftook  the  king  for  his 
prieft  or  chaplain.  In  this  opinion  they  arrefted, 
infulted,  and  robbed  their  unfortunate  fovereign  of 
fbme  valuable  jewels,  and  about  five  hundred  gui- 
neas. At  length,  he  was  known  by  a  conflable, 
who  fell  at.  his  feet,  begging  pardon  for  the  info- 
lence  of  the  people  -,  and  they  now,  with  marks  of 
contrition,  offered  to  reftore  the  plunder.  He  re- 
ceived the  jewels,  but  defired  them  to  keep  the 
money.  Then  he  fent  for  the  earl  of  Winchelfea, 
who  happened  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and 
that  nobleman  perfuaded  him  to  return  to  Lon- 
'don.  The  news  of  his  being  difcovered  in  fuch  a 
manner,  had  very  different  effects  upon  different 
perfons.  The  nobility  and  magiftrates  of  the  city 
began  to  fear  they  had  been  too  officious ;  for  they 
perceived  the  hearts  of  the  people  relenting  at  the 
diftrels  of  their  fovereign.  Having  confulted  to- 
gether, they  deputed  four  of  their  number  to  wait 
upon  his  majefty,  and  intreat  him  to  return  to 
Whitehall,  where  he  mould  be  received,  with  the 
moft  dutiful  refpect.  His  coaches  were  immedia- 
tely difpatched  to  Feveriham.  Then  they  fent  an 
exprefs,  to  inform  the  prince  of  Orange  that  his 
majefty  was  (till  in  the  kingdom.  The  prince  had 
now  advanced  to  Windfor,  where  he  received  this 
intelligence  with  equal  concern  and  furprize.  He 
forthwith  dilhiiffed  Zuyleftein  with  a  meffage  to 
the  king,  defiring  he  would  retire  to  Rochefter, 
until  meafures  could  be  taken  with  regard  to  his 
affairs.  But  before  this  meffage  could  be  deliver- 
ed, the  king  arrived  in  London,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived 
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A.C.  i68S.Ceived  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  who 
rejoiced  at  his  return,  as  if  he  had  come  from  im- 
mediate conqueft,  and  triumphed  over  the  enemies 
of  the  nation.  He  took  poffeflion  of  Whitehall, 
and  his  domeftics  flocked  around  him  •,  but  this 
gleam  of  good  fortune  was  of  a  very  Ihort  dura- 
tion. 

SVocbSer  ^e  ^d  fent  the  earl  of  Feverlham  with  a  letter 
by  permif-  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  inviting  him  to  St.  James's 
Jrinw! the  w*tn  fuck  a  number  of  guards  as  he  mould  think 
neceflary,  that  they  might  confer  together  upon 
means  for  appeafmg  the  troubles  of  the  nation. 
The  prince  would  not  deign  to  anfwer  this  letter, 
but  ordered  the  earl  to  be  difarmed  and  arrefted. 
He  figned  a  written  order  to  the  marquis  of  Hal- 
lifax,  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  and  lord  Delamere, 
to  go  and  give  the  king  notice  that  it  would  be 
proper  for  him  to  retire  to  Ham-houfe  near  Rich- 
mond ;  and  that  he  might  retain  his  own  guards 
for  the  fafety  of  his  perfon.  Then  he  order- 
ed his  regiment  of  guards  to  take  porTefiion  either 
by  fair  means  or  force,  of  the  two  palaces  of  White- 
hall and  St.  James's.  The  king  defired  the  count 
De  Solms  colonel  of  the  Dutch  guards,  to  leave 
him  for  that  night  under  the  care  of  his  own  peo- 
ple. The  count  replied,  that  his  orders  muft  be 
immediately  obeyed.  One  of  his  battalions  march- 
ed at  ten  in  the  night  through  the  Park  to  White- 
hall', and  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  oppo- 
lite  to  the  king's  guards,  with  their  matches  light- 
ed, ready  to  engage.  The  captain  of  the  Englifh 
guard  refufed  to  quit  his  poft  until  the  king  order- 
ed him  to  march  off  the  parade.  Then  the  Dutch 
troops  took  porTefiion  of  the  palace,  and  placed 
double  fentries  on  the  king's  perfon.  About  mid- 
night the  three  noblemen  deputed  by  the  prince 
arrived  at  Whitehall -5  and  infilled  upon  the  king's 

being 
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being  awakened  to  give  them  audience.  They  A<  e- I68fc 
recited  the  order  in  his  hearing,  and  he  acquiefced 
in  the  prince's  command ;  but  expreffed  a  defire  of 
retiring  to  Rochefter  rather  than  to  Richmond.  The 
prince  perceived  his  intention  was  to  leave  the 
kingdom ;  and  in  this  hope  readily  complied  with 
his  requeft.  Next  day  the  king  fet  out  for  that 
place,  accompanied  by  the  earls  of  Aylefbury, 
Litchfield,  Arran,  and  Dumbarton  ;  and  attended 
by  a  detachment  of  the  Dutch  guards. 

The  prince  of  Orange  that  fame  day  fixed  his  HC  with- 
refidence  at  St.  James's,  where  he  received  the draws  int« 
compliments  of  the  nobility  and  the  lord  mayor  of  Fr 
London  ;  and  his  arrival  was  celebrated  by  the  po- 
pulace with  public  rejoicings.  After  having  repo- 
fed  himfelf  a  few  days,  he  affembled  all  the  nobi- 
lity, to  the  number  of  threefcore.  He  defired 
they  would  concert  proper  meafures  for  convoking 
a  free  parliament  for  the  prefervation  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religion,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  kingdom.  Then  he  left  them  to 
their  own  deliberations.  They  voted  an  addrefs 
of  thanks  to  his  highnefs ;  and  refolved  to  meet 
every  day  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  that  they  might 
deliberate  upon  what  he  had  recommended  to  their 
attention.  The  king  finding  himfelf  dripped  of 
his  authority,  and  reduced  from  the  pinnacle  of  re- 
gal power  to  the  lowed  degree  of  dependence,  re- 
iblved  to  withdraw  himfelf  out  of  the  reach  ofi 
people  who  had  renounced  his  government,  and  a 
rival,  from  whofe  ambition  he  did  not  think  his 
life  altogether  fecure.  On  the  twenty-third  day  of 
December,  he  privately  retired  from  Rocheiter, 
attended  by  his  natural  fon  the  duke  of  Berv.-'ck, 
and  two  domeftics,  to  the  fea-fide,  where  a  veflH 
was  prepared.  There  embarking  he  fet  fail  for 
France,  and  arrived  at  the  port  of  Ambleteufe  : 

from 
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A,C,  1688.  from  whence  he  repaired  to  St.  Germain,  where  he 
found  his  confort  and  the  prince  of  Wales.     He  left 
a  paper  on  his  table  at  Rochefter,  written  with  his 
own  hand.     In  this  he  complained  of  the  ditrefpect 
with  which  he  had   been  treated  by  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  had  rejected  his  propofals  by  the  earl 
of  Feverfham  •,  arrefted  that  nobleman,  contrary  to 
the    law  of  nations  ;  ordered  his  guards  to  take 
pofTeflion  of  the  palace  by  night ;  fent  an  order  to 
himlelf  at  midnight,  commanding  him  to  quit  his 
own  houie  •,  invaded  his  dominions,  and   counte- 
nanced a  malicious  report,  on  purpofe  to  deprive 
his  infant  fon  of  the  fucceffion.      He  faid  he  was 
born  free,  and  defired  to  preferve  his  liberty  :  that 
he  had  often  expoied  his  life  for  the  honour  of  his 
country  ;  and  hoped  to  venture  it  once  more  to  re- 
deem it  from  fubjection  :  that  he  would  not  run  the 
rifque  of  being  rendered  incapable  to  ferve  his  peo- 
ple, and  therefore  he  had  retired  from  confine- 
ment ;  but  he  mould  be  always  ready  to  fly  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  nation,  whenever  their  eyes  mould 
be  opened,  fo  as  to  fee  how  much  they  had  been 
abuied  by  the  pretext  of  religion  and  liberty.     He 
hoped  God  would  touch  the  hearts  of  his  fubjects, 
and  infpire  them  with  fentiments  of  moderation, 
that  a  free  parliament  might  indulge  all  noncon- 
formifts  with  liberty  of  conicience,  than  which  no- 
thing would  more  contribute  to  the  advantage  and 
happinefs  of  the  nation.     Thus  ended  the  reign  of 
James  II.  a  prince  in  whom  fome  good  qualities 
were  rendered  ineffectual  by  miftaken  notions  of 
the  prerogative,  excefllve  bigotry  to  the  religion  of 
Rome,  and  an  inflexible  leverity  of  temper.     He 
was  brave,  fteady,  rcfolute,  diligent,  upright,  and 
fmcere,  except  when  warped  by  religious  confide- 
rations  -,  yet,  even  where  religion  was  not  concern- 
ed, he  appears  to  have  been  proud,  haughty,  vin- 
dictive, 
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dictive,  cruel,   and  unrelenting  •,  and  though   he  A- c-  ten. 
approved  himfelf  an  obedient  and  dutiful  fu  eject, 
;KJ  certainly  became   one  of  the  molt  intolerable 
,o\ c-reigns.that  ever  reigned  over  a  free  people  *. 

As  the  prince  of  Orange  had  been  embarrafied  The  prince 
by  his  preience,  fo  now  he  was  overjoyed  at  his  re-  «*  Orange 

,      ,  ,     .  -II  i  •  aTumesthe 

treat.  James  probably  imagined  that  upon  his  re-  r?ir.s  of  go- 
tiring  from  the  kingdom,  a  total  cefiation  of  go-  vernn*nt- 
vernment  would  enfue,  and  be  attended  with  fuch 
anarchy,  as  would  oblige  the  fubjects,  for  their  own 
fakes,  to  recal  him  to  the  throne:  he  deceived 
himfelf  by  this  expectation.  His  departure  was 
no  iboncr  known  than  the  peers,  as  poflefied  of 
hereditary  jurifdiction,  refolved  to  act  as  the  guar- 
dians of  the  public.  They  prefented  an  addrefs 
to  the  prince,  defiring  he  would  take  into  his  hands 
the  adminiftration  of  the  government,  civil  and 
military,  the  management  of  the  public  revenue, 
and  the  regulation  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  until  a 
convention  of  the  eftates  mould  be  afTembled.  In 
another  addrefs,  they  intreated  him  to  fend  orders 
to  all  the  places  that  were  vefted  with  the  right  of 
electing  members,  that  they  mould  in  ten  days 
chufe  reprefentatives  to  compofe  a  convention, 
which  might  act  as  a  parliament  in  fettling  the  na- 
tion. Before  the  prince  would  take  this  ftep, 
he  was  refolved  to  be  authorifed  by  the  commons 
as  well  as  by  the  peers.  He  publifhed  an  order, 
requiring  all  thofe  who  had  ferved  as  members  of 
parliament  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  together  with 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  fifty  common-coun- 
cil-men of  London,  to  meet  at  St.  James's,  on  the 
twenty-fixth  day  of  December,  that  he  might  con- 

*  I  this  reign  the  fev.!e:rent  of  with  quakers,  under  the  a'lfp-cw  cf 
Can.lii.a  and  Penfylvania  was  com-  Pern  the  proprir tor,  who  was  himfetf 
plet'd.  This  laft  colony  was  peopled  one  cf  thofe  feftsric*. 

N°  76.  T  fult 
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A.C.  ,6s.>.  (yU  riiem  on  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs.  They 
accordingly  aiTembled  at  the  appointed  time,  and 
adjourned  to  the  houfe  of  commons;  there,  after 
fome  debates  upon  the  authority  by  which  they  had 
been  convened,  they  drew  up  and  prefented  an 
addrels  to  the  prince,  deliring  he  would  take  upon 
himfelf  the  charge  of  the  adminiftration  till  the 
meeting  of  the  convention,  which  they  begged  he 
xvould  convoke  for  the  twenty-fecond  day ,01  Janu- 
ary. The  prince  allured  them  he  would  comply 
with  their  advice,  and  concur.with  them  in  every 
rncafure  that  fhouid  be  judged  neceffary  for  the 
B.in'ef.  -good  of  the  kingdom.  Being  thus  inverted  with 
p'/taux.  *ke  fupreme  authority,  he  ordered  Barillon  the 
Kapm;  .French  ambafiador  to  quit  the  kingdom  immedi- 
ately. Next  day  he  received  the  communion  in 
the  manner  practiied  in  the  church  of  England, 
j-ie  published  a  proclamation,  authorifing  all  pro- 
teitants  who  had  public  employments,  to  continue 
in  the  exerciie  ot  them  till  the  meeting  of  the  con- 
vention :  he  difmiiled  all  the  catholic  officers  from 
the  army ;  and  at  the  fame  time  he  releafed  the 
earl  of  Feveriham,  at  the  defire  of  the  queen 
dowager. 

A.c.,68c.      The  Scottifh  biiliops  had  fent  an  addrefs  to  the 
rotate up!d  king,  declaring,  their  abhorrence  of  the  invafion 
on  h;m-'    threatened  by  the  prince  of  Orange  :  but  his  defign 
mir.Cftraad .  was  ex  trembly  agreeable  to  the  generality  of  people 
^on  of       in  that  kingdom,  xviio  profefied   the  prefbyterian 
Shetland1,     religion.      The   retreat   of  James  was  no  fooner 
known  at  Edinburgh,  than  the  chancellor  of  the 
kingdom  refigned  the  great  feal,  and  retired  from 
that  capital :  then  the  populace  aflembling,  infulted 
not  only  the  catholics,   but  likewife  the  favourers 
•of  epitcopacy.     They  demoliilied  chapels  and  plun- 
derea  houfes ;  fo  thac  the  bilhops    were  obliged  to 
fly  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  while  many  noble- 
men 
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men  and  others  of  that  country  repaired  to  Lon-  A- ' 
don,  to  obierve  the  progrds  of  the  prince-,  and 
conform  themfelves  to  the  conduct  of  the  Engiifli 
nation.  Thofe  the  prince  afiembled  at  St.  James's, 
to  the  number  of  thirty  lords  and  fourfcore  gentle- 
men, whofe  advice  he  demanded  with  regard  to  the 
affairs  of  Scotland.  From  thence  they  rt-paircd  to 
Whitehall,  and  having  choien  the  duke  of  Hamil- 
ton their  prefident,  deliberated  upon"  the  anlwer 
they  mould  make  to  the  prince  ofOrailge.  The 
carl  of  Arran  propofed  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  de- 
firing  he  would  return  to  Scotland  and  convoke  a 
parliament :  but  this  propolal  was  unanimoufly  re- 
jected. They  befought  the  prince  to  atfume  the 
reins  of  government  in  Scotland,'  and  convoke  the 
ftates  of  that  kingdom  for  the  fourteenth  day  of 
March  ;  and  they  received  nearly  the  lame  aniwer 
which  he  had  made  to  the  Engiifli. 

The  fettlement  of  Ireland  was  a  tafk  of  much  wr'tcs  to 
greater  difficulty.  Tyrconnel  commanded  an  army  J  y 
compofed  of  papifts,  and  it  could  not  be  imagined 
that  he  would  voluntarily  lubmit  to  the  prince's 
orders  :  yet  as  the  lords  and  commons  of  England 
had  intreated  the  prince  to  regulate  the  affairs  of 
that  kingdom,  and  he  had  received  an  a.klrefs 
from  the  proteftant  inhabitants,  he  could  not  help 
taking  1bme  notice  of  their  intereft.  He  wrote 
a  letter  to  Tyrconnel,  requiring  him  to  lubmit  to 
the  regulations  that  mould  be  made  in  England. 
Colonel  Hamilton  undertook  to  deliver  this  letter, 
and  inforce  it  in  fuch  a  manner  thatrhe  earl  would 
fubmit ;  but,  far  from  performing  his  promrfe,  rri 
encouraged  kirn  to  let  the  prince  at  defiance.  It 
was  at  this  juncture,  that  the  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, who  had  hitherto  Hood  neuter,  went, 
accompanied  with  eight  other  prelates,  to  make  ^ 
tender 'of  their  iervices  to  the  prince,  and  lub- 
T  2  fcribed 
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A.c.i689.fcribed  the  afTociation :  at  the  fame  time  he  was 
complimented  by  ninety  prefbyterian  minifters, 
who  went  in  a  body  to  pay  their  refpects,  and 
were  civilly  received.  While  the  nation  was  em- 
ployed in  chufing  reprefentatives,  William  lent  for 
the  princefs ;  but  fhe  was  for  fome  time  detained 
by  a  hard  froft,  which  had  locked  up  the  harbours 
in  Holland. 

Weeing  of       yhe  convention  meeting  on  the  twenty-fecond 

the  conven-    ,  e  T  i_    u       r        i     r          r        i  J 

sioa.  day  of  January,  each  houie  choie  a  ipeaker  j  and 
then  the  prince's  letter  to  both  was  read  to  this 
effect :  That  he  had  complied  with  their  defires  in 
re-eftabliming  the  peace  and  public  fafety  of  the 
kingdom,  and  now  it  was  their  bufmefs  to  fecure 
their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  upon  a  certain 
foundation.  He  oblerved,  that  the  dangerous 
fituation  of  the  proteftants  in  Ireland  required 
immediate  relief;  and  that,  except,  a  difunion 
among  themfelves,  nothing  could  be  more  fatal  to 
foreign  connections  than  a  delay  in  their  delibera- 
tions ;  the  States-general  would  have  immediate 
occafion  for  the  troops  they  had  furnifhed,  as  well 
as  for  the  fpeedy  afliftance  of  the  Englifh,  againft 
a  powerful  enemy  with  whom  they  were  at  war : 
he  perfuaded  himfelf,  that  befides  the  obligation 
of  treaties,  they  would  be  ready  to  affift  the  Dutch 
as  proteftants  and  friends,  who  had  exprefied  fuch 
ardour  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Englim  conftitu- 
tion.  The  two  houfes  immediately  prefented  an 
addrefs  to  the  prince,  in  which  they  acknowledged, 
that,  under  God,  the  nation  was  indebted  to  him 
.for  its  deliverance.  They  approved  of  his  admini- 
flration  ;  and  begged  he  would  continue  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  government,  until  they  mould  have 
occafion  to  prefent  another  addrefs  •,  and  they  pro- 
miled  to  pay  the  utmoft  deference  to  all  the  con- 
tents of  his  letter.  They  ordained  a  day  of  thankf- 
4  giviri§ 
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giving  for  the  happy  deliverance  of  die  nation;  A>  Ci  >6Sa* 
and  the  bifliops,  by  command  of  the  upper-houfe, 
inferted  in  the  fervice  of  trre  day,  a  particular  prayer 
for  the  prince  of  Orange.  The  king  had  written 
a  letter  to  his  privy-counfellors,  nearly  in  the 
terms  of  the  paper  he  had  left  at  Rochefter,  and 
defiring  their  advice  in  the  prefent  conjuncture. 
It  was  printed  and  publifhed  by  his  direction  ;  but 
as  he  received  no  anfwer  from  thofe  to  whom  it  was 
addceffed,  he  lent  a  letter  to  each  houfe  of  the 
convention  -,  in  which  he  promifed,  on  the  word 
of  a  king,  to  grant  a  general  indemnity,  even  to 
thole  who  had  betrayed  him,  excepting  a  very 
few  whom  he  could  not  with  fafety  forgive : 
but  the  two  houfes  refufed  to  examine  the  con- 
tents. ' 

On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  January,  Mr. 
Dolben,  in  the  lower  houfe,  undertook  to  prove 
that  the  throne  was  vacated  by  the  king's  deicr- 
tion.  After  a  debate  that  lafted  feveral  hours, 
they  voted,  by  a  great  majority,  that  king  James  H.^ 
having  endeavoured  to  lubvert  the  conftitution  of  S 
the  kingdom,  by  breaking  the  original  contract  ibdkd 
betwixt  king  and  people  ;  and  having,  by  the  ad-  tr'c  throne' 
vice  of  jefuits  and  other  wicked  peribns,  violated 
the  fundamental  laws,  and  withdrawn  himfelf 
out  of  the  kingdom,  had  abdicated  the  govern- 
ment; and  that  the  throne  was  thereby  vacant : 
and  that  experience  had  fhewn,  a  proteftant  king- 
dom could  not  fubfift  under  the  government  of  a 
popifh  ibvereign.  As  the  elections  had  run  in  the 
old  channel,  without  being  expofed  to  any  undue 
influence,  almoft  all  the  reprelentadves  of  the 
boroughs  were  preibyterians,  who  had  now  re- 
lumed their  former  principles  of  rejecting  the  right 
of  hereditary  fuccefiion.  But  in  the  houfe  of 
peers  the  interelt  cf  the  tories  was  confiderable. 
T  3  They 
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A.C.  j685.  They  now  relumed  tbofe  .maxims  of  government, 
which  they  had  depolked  when  they  found  them- 
felves  threatened  with  immediate  flavery.  Both 
parties  had  by  this  time  forgot  the  coalition,  and 
their  former  animofity  revived. 

fh?uTVn        ^  ^e  *or^s'  w^hout  acquiefcing  in  the  vote  of 
houie.pa     the  commons,  began  to  conflder  in  what  manner 
the  government  fliould  be  fettled,  fuppafing  the 
throne  was    actually  vacant.    iThe    earls   of  Ro- 
rhefler  and  Nottingham,  leaders  of  the  tory  party, 
propofed  that  the  line  of  fucceiBon  mould  be  pre- 
ferved,  and  a  regent:  appointed  during  the  king's 
life,  as  it  James  was  actually  in  a  ftate  of  lunacy. 
They  produced1  a  recent  inftance  of  this. expedient 
in   Portugal,  where,   after  the   depontion   of  Al- 
phonfoVL  his  brother  Don  Pedro  had  been  ap- 
pointed regent  of  the   kingdom.      The   marquis 
of  Hallifax  Ipeaker  of  the  houfe,  and  the  earl  of 
I'.'anby,  who  headed    the  oppofite  party,  txpari- 
ated  upon  the  difficulties,  the  confufion,  and  civil 
diforders,  that  would   probably  attend   a  regency, 
oppoled  by  that  very  prince  in  whole  name  it  muir 
operate.     The  tories  urged,  that  the  election  of 
one  king  would  form   a  precedent  which  would 
produce  fucceflive  contefts  for  the  throne  ;  ib  that 
the  peace  of  the  nation  would  be  continually  inter- 
rupted, and  the  monarchy  degenerate  into  a  turbu- 
lent republic  :   befides,  it 'would  be  expofed  to  in- 
cerTant  danger,  from  the  pretenfions  of  him  who 
would  claim  the  crown  by  the  right  of  fucceflion  ; 
whereas  fhould  this  be  preferved  in  tire,  the  admi- 
nistration would  one  day  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
true  heir;    and   then    all  .difputes   and   diforders 
would   naturally  ceafe.      The  whigs  infrfted  upon  • 
the  original  contra6t,  by  which    the  people  were 
mtitled  to  take  arms  againft  opprefilon,  and  expel 
a  tyrant  from  the  throne.      They  explained   the 

abliirdity 
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abfurdity  of  refitting  or  punching  ths  partifahs  of A-  c.  .6g9. 
a  man,  whom  they  acknowledged  to  he  their  law- 
ful foverei^n,  in  cafe  he  mould  attempt  to  diftdrb 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  grant  commiffionS 
to  his  adherents.     They  enumerated  other  incon-. 
Veniences  that  would  ariie  from  a  regency.     They* 
obferved,  that  unlefs  they  elected  a  new  ioverelgn, 
they  muft  acknowledge  the  iucceffion  of  a  child 
of  a  doubtful  birth,  who  would   be  cducar, 
principles  deftruftive  of  the  religion  and  1 
the  kingdom,  and  perpetuate  thole  maxims  hi  his 
family  and  defendants. 

After  a  Ipng  debate,  a  new  fovere'g!V\V.is  pr- -  •  ,  „,  COT,_ 
ferred  to  a  regent,  by  a  majority  of  two  voices.  <  •-•w.-*hth« 
Of  all  the  prelates,  the   bilhops  of  London  and  ''.'.* 
Briftol  only  efpoufed   this    fide   of  the  queftion. 
The  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  \vho  was  a  timo- 
rous man,  abfented   himielf  from   the  houfe,  tliat 
he  might  not  be  obliged  to  give  his  opinion  on 
the    iubjeft.      Next    day   the    lords    debated   the 
queilion,  Whether  there  was  actually  an  original 
contract  between  the   king   and  p&ople  ?  And  it 
was  carried    in  the  affirmative   by  a  majority  of 
feven  voices.     Then  they  difputed  upon  the  gram- 
matical fignification    of  the  word    "  Abdicated,'* 
and  agreed  that  "  Deferted"  mould  be  ufed  in  its. 
place.     The   next  word    they  examined   was  the 
term  "  Vacant-,"  and  this  queilion  was  propofed, 
"  Whether,  fuppofing  king  James  had  violated  the 
"  original  contract  between  him  and  his  people, 
"  and   abandoned    the    government,    the   throne 
"  was  thereby  become  Vacant?"  The  tories  main- 
tained, that    by  the  laws  of  England,  the   king 
could  never  die  :  of  confequence  the  throne  could 
not  be  vacant  •,  and  it  paffed  in  the  negative  by 
a  majority  of  eleven:  forty  peers,  however,  enter 
ed  a  proteft  againft  this  decifion.     Some  of  the 
T  4  whig 
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A.  c.  ,680,  whig  party  moved  that,  fuppofing  king  James 
virtually  dead,  they  mould  acknowledge  the  prince 
and  princefs  of  Orange  king  and  queen  of  Eng- 
land :  but  this  propoial  was  rejected  by  a  fmall 
majority.  On  the  fecond  day  of  February,  the 
lords  fent  down  the  vote  of  the  commons,  with 
their  amendments,  which  were  not  approved  by 
the  lower  houfe.  A  conference  was  held,  without 
producing  an  accommodation  :  then  the  commons 
appointed  four  and  twenty  members,  to  maintain 
the  opinions  of  their  houfe,  in  a  new  conference  ; 
and  the  peers  nominated  the  earls  of  Nottingham, 
Clarendon,  Rochefter,  and  Pembroke,  the  bifhop 
of  Ely,  and  fome  others,  to  iupport  their  fenti- 
ments  in  favour  of  the  amendments  they  had  pro- 
pofed.  This  conference  was  managed  with  great  abi- 
lity on  the  part  of  the  commons,  by  Hambden, 
Somers,  Holt,  Maynard,  Treby,  Sacheverel,  Pol- 
lexfen,  Sir  Robert  Howard,  Sir  Richard  Temple, 
Foley,  and  Ayres:  yet,  rather  than  mock  the 
tories  by  attacking  their  favourite  doctrines,  they 
chofe  to  wave  fome  flrong  arguments  they  might 
have  deduced  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  the 
firft  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  the  natural 
right  that,  in  fuch  emergencies,  the  people  cer- 
tainly had  to  provide  extraordinary  remedies  for 
the  prelervation  of  the  community.  The  report 
of  this  conference,  made  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 
produced  warm  debates:  but  at  length  the  ma- 
jority agreed  to  defift  from  their  amendments ; 
and  the  houie  concurred  with  the  vote  of  the  com- 
mons, "  That  king  James  had  abdicated  the  go- 
"  vernrnent,  and  thereby  the  throne  was  become 
"  vacant." 

private  de-       During  thefe  difputes  the  prince  of  Orange  re- 
paration of  maincd   at  St.  James's,  without  making  the  leaft 

thspnrxe          ,-  .  Jr  .    .  .    ° 

e>fO»aijac.  enOrt  to  mcreale   the    r.umoer    or  his   partilans. 

Thouh 
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Though  naturally  dry  and  phlegmatic,  he  was  now  A-  c«  l688- 
more  referred  than  ever;  and  the  members  of 
both  houfes  were  furprifed,  that  no  application  was 
made  to  them  in  his  behalf.  At  length  fending 
for  the  marquis  of  Hallifax,  the  earls  of  Danby, 
Shrewfbury,  and  fome  other  noblemen,  he  tqjd 
them  he  had  hitherto  kept  filence,  that  he  might 
not  feem  to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  their  de- 
liberations. He  faid  he  knew  fome  perfons  were 
inclined  to  a  regency,  to  which  he  had  no  objec^ 
tion  i  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  not  under- 
take the  office.  Others,  he  obferved,  were  de- 
firous  of  railing  the  princefs  to  the  throne ;  and 
that  he  mould  reign  by  her  courtefy.  He  decla- 
red his  profound  efteem  for  the  princefs,  but  he 
was  not  of  a  humour  to  hold  a  crown  dependent 
upon  any  woman  on  earth  -,  nor  would  he  have 
any  lhare  in  the  government,  unlefs  inverted  with 
it  for  life :  neverthelefs,  if  they  thought  proper  to 
act  in  another  manner,  he  would  give  them  no 
oppofition,  but  return  to  Holland,  without  med- 
dling further  in  their  affairs  •,  but  in  cafe  they 
fhould  inveft  him  with  the  royalty  for  life,  he 
would  agree  that  the  pofterity  of  the  princefs  Anne 
fhould  be  preferred  to  that  which  he  might  have 
by  a  fecond  marriage. 

When  the  houfe  of  peers  proceeded  to  deliberate  wniiamand 
upon  an  expedient  to  fill  the  vacant  throne,  Halli-  ^"y  5": 

r   j       i  i  •  c   s>.  n         \  ,  claimedking 

fax  propofed  that   the   prince  of  Orange  mould  and  qu<*n  of 
reign  alone,  and  the  princefles  fucceed  in  order,  at  tnsland> 
his  death.     This  motion  gave  rife  to  violent   de- 
bates •,  and  the  two  houfes  began  to  be  divided  into 
parties.     The  earl  of  Danby  lent  an  exprefs  to  the 
princefs  of  Orange,  with  an  affurance  that  if  fhe 
chole  to  reign  alone,   he  had  intereft  enough  to 
carry  that  point  in  her  favour  :  fhe  replied  that  (he 
was  the  prince's  wife,  and  would  never  cherifh  a 

feparate 
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A.C.  i6g9.  feparate  intereft  from  that  of  her  hufband,  to  whom 
fhe  transmitted  the  earl's  letter.  At  laft  the  two 
houfes  agreed,  and  each  voted  apart,  that  the  prince; 
and  princefs  of  Orange  fhould  reign  jointly  as  king 
and  queen  of  England  •,  and  that  the  adminiftra- 
tion  fhould  be  in  the  hands  of  the  prince  alone. 
This  vote,  however,  palled  by  a  very  fmall  majo- 
rity in  the  upper  houfe,  and  not  without  a  formal 
proteft  by  the  oppofite  party.  Then  the  conven- 
tion, after  fome  difputes,  reduced  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  its  original  fimplicity,  of  being  faithful 
Bumet.  to  the  king  and  queen.  On  the  twelfth  day  of 
icha.d.  February  the  princefs  of  Orange  arrived  in  Lon- 
D'Avaux.  don.  Next  day  the  members  of  the  two  houfes 
went  in  a  body  to  the  Banquetting  houfe,  where 
the  prince  and  princefs  fat  in  ftate  ;  and  the  De- 
claration of  Rights  *  being  read,  the  marquis  of 

Hallifax, 
• 

»  Whereas  the  late  king  James  gative,  for  other  time,  and  in  other 
the  fecond,  by  the  afiiftance  of  divers  manner,  than  the  fame  was  granted 
evil  counfellors,  judge?,  and  minifters  by  parliament  .-  By  raifing  and  keep- 
employed  by  him,  did  enceavour  to.  ing  a  ftanding-army  within  this  king- 
lubvert  and  extirpate  the  proreftant  dom  in  time  of  peace,  without  con- 
rdigion,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  fcnt  <Jf  parliament ;  and  quartering  fol- 
this  kingdom  ;  by  afluming  and  exer-  diers  contiary  to  law  :  By  caufing  di- 
cifing  a  power  of  difpenfing  with,  and  vers  good  fubjefts,  being  proteftants, 
fufpendine  of  laws,  without  confent  to  be  difarmed,  at  the  fame  time  when 
ef  par'bment  :  by  comm.tting  and  papifts  were  both  armed  and  employed1 
profeciuing  divers  worthy  prelates,  for  contrary  to  law :  By  violating  the  free- 
humbly  petitioning  to  beexcufed  from  dom  of  ejection  of  members  to  ferve 
concurring  to  ±e  laid  aflvimed  power:  in  parliament:  By  profecutions  in  the 
by  ifTUing  and  caufi.ig  to  be  exrcutetl,  court  of  king's  bench  for  matters  and 
a  coriimiflion  under  the  great  feal,  for  caufes  cognizable  only  in  parliament  j 
creeling  a  court  called,  The  court  of  andby  divers  other  arbitrary  and  ille-' 
commifiumere  for  ccclefiaftical  caufes:  gal  courTes.  And"  v.hereas  of  late 
by  levying  money  for  and  to  the  ufe  jear.=,  piitial,  corrupt,  and  unquali- 
of  the  ctowa,  by  pretence  of  prero.  fied  psrfctos  have  been  returned  and 

ferved 
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Hallifax,  as  fpeaker  of  the  upper  houfe,  made  a  A-  c-  »68»- 
folemn  tender  of  the  crown  to  their  highnefles,  in 

the 


ferved  on  juries  in  trials,  and  parti- 
cularly divers  jurors  in  trials  for  high- 
treafon,  which  were  not  freeholders  ; 
and  exceflive  bail  hath  been  required 
ofperfons  committed  in  criminal  cafes, 
to  elude  the  benefit  of  the  laws  made 
for  the  liberty  ef  the  fubjefts  ;  and 
exceffive  fines  have  been  impofed ; 
and  illegal  and  cruel  puniflirrcnts  in- 
flicled  ;  and  feveral  grants  and  pra- 
mifes  made  of  fines  and  forfeitures, 
before  any  conviction  or  judgment  a- 
gainft  the  perfons  upon  whom  the  fame 
were  to  be  levied  :  All  which  art  ut- 
terly and  direclly  contrary  to  the 
known  laws  and  ftatutrs,  and  free- 
dom of  tlLc  realm. 

And  whereas  the  faid  late  king 
James  the  fecond  having  abdicated  the 
government,  and  the  throne  bejng 
thereby  vacant,  his  highnefs  the  prince 
of  Orange  (whom  it  hath  pleafed  Al- 
mighty God  to  make  the  glorious  in- 
ftrument  of  delivcting  this  kingdom 
from  popery  and  arbitrary  power)  did 
(by  the  advice  of  the  lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  and  divers  principal 
perfons  of  the  commons)  c»ufe  let- 
ters ta  be  written  to  the  lords  fpiri- 
tual and  temporal,  being  proteftants, 
and  other  letters  to  the  feveral  coun- 
ties, cities,  univerfities,  borough?, 
and  cimjue- ports,  for  the  chufing  of 
fach  rerfons  to  repwfent  them,  as 


were  of  right  to  be  fent  'o*  parlia- 
ment, to  meet  and  fit  at  Wsilmin- 
fter  upoa  the  twenty-fccond  day  of 
January,  in  this  year  1688,  in  or- 
<ier  to  fuch  an  eilablifhmsnt,  .as  that 
their  religion,  law?,  and  liberties  might 
not  again  be  in  danger  of  bcr.ig  fub- 
verted  :  Upon  which  letters, 
tions  having  been  accordingly  made  f 
and  thereupon  the  lores  fpiritual  and 
temper*!,  and  commons,  purfuanVto 
their  fcvecal  letters  and  elections, 
bei'rg  now  aflembled  in  a  full  and 
free  reprefentative  of  this  nation, 
taking  into  their  moft  ferious  confide- 
ration  the  belt  means  for  attaining 
the  ends  aforefaid,  do  in  the  firft 
place  (as  their  ar.ceftors  in  like  caie 
have  ufually  done)  for  vindicating 
and  averting  their  ancient  rights  and 
liberties  j  declare, 

i.  That  the  pretended  power  of 
fufpending  laws,  or  execution  of  laws* 
by  regal  authority,  without  confcnt 
of  parliament,  is  il!ega!.  2.  That 
the  pre'.ended  power  of  difpenfmg 
with  laws,  or  th:  execution  of  lawr, 
by  legal  authority,  as  it  hath  been, 
aflumed  ar.d  exercifed  o(  late,  is  ille- 
gal. 3.  That  the  commi/fioa  for 
erefting  the  late  c  urt  of  coramif- 
fioners  for  eccldiaftical  caujfes,  and. 
all  other  cemmiffiSs  and  ccurts  of 
the  like  natur:,  arc  illcgsl  and  pfr- 
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A.c.  1689.  the  name  of  the  peers  and  commons  of  England. 
The  prince  replied  in  gracious  terms  of  acknow- 
»  ledgment ; 


clous.     4.    That  levying  of  money 
for  or  to  the  ufeof  the  crown,  by  pre- 
tence of  prerogative,  without  grant 
of  parliament,  for  longer   time,    or 
in  any  other  manner  than  the  fame  is 
or  (hall  be  granted,  is  illegal.  5.  That 
it  is  the  right  of  the  fubjects  to  peti- 
tion the  king,  and  all  commitments 
and  profecutions  for  fuch  petitioning, 
are  illegal.     6.  That  the  raifmg  or 
keeping  a  ftanding  army  within    the 
kingdom  in   time  of  peace,  unlefs  it 
be  with    confent  of  parliament,    is 
againft  law.     7.  That  the  fubjects, 
which  are  proteftants,  may  have  arms 
for   their  defence    fuitable  to    their 
condition,  and  as   allowed    by   law. 
8.  That  elections  of  members  of  par. 
liament  ought  to  be  free.     9.  That 
the  freedom  of  fpeech,  and  debates  or 
proceedings  in  parliament,  ought  not 
to    be    impeached    or  queftioned   in 
any  court    or   place  out   of  parlia- 
ment.    10.  That  exceflive  bail  ought 
not  to  be  required,  nor  exceflive  fines 
impofed,   nor  cruel  and  unnfual  pu- 
nrmments  inflifted.     n.  That  jurors 
ought  to   be   duly  empannelled    and 
returned,  and  jurors  which  pafs  up- 
on men  in  trials  of  high-treafrn  ought 
to    be    freeholders.      12.    That   all 
grants  and  promifes  of  £*es  and  for- 
feitures of  particular  perfons,  before 
conviction,     are    illegal  and    void. 
13.  And  th«t  for  redrefs  of  all  grie- 


vances, and  for  the 
ftrengthening,  and  preferving  of  the 
laws,  parliaments  ought  to  be  held 
frequently. 

And  they  do  claim,  demand,  and 
infift  upon  all  and  fmgtilar  the  pre- 
mifles,  as  their  undoubted  rights  and 
liberties :  And  no  declaration?,  judg- 
ments, doings,  or  proceedings,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  people  in  any  of  the 
faid  premises,  ought  in  any  wife  to 
be  drawn  hereafter  into  confequence  or 
example.  To  which  demand  of  their 
rights  they  are  particularly  encouraged 
by  the  declaration  of  his  highntfs  ths 
prince  of  Orange,  a^  being*  the  only 
means  for  obtaining  a  full  redrefs  and 
remedy  therein* 

Having  therefore  an  entire  confi- 
dence, that  his  faid  hiehnefs  the 
prince  of  Orange  will  perfect  the  de- 
liverance fo  far  advanced  by  him,  and 
will  ftill  preferve  them  from  the  vio- 
lation of  their  rights,  which  they 
have  here  afierted,  and  from  all  other 
attempts  upon  their  religion,  rights 
and  liberties  5  the  lords  fpiritual  and 
temporal,  aflernbled  at  Weftminfter, 
do  refolve,  That  William  and  Mary, 
prince  and  princefs  of  Orange,  be,  and 
be  declared  king  and  queen  of  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Ireland,  and  the 
dominions  thsreunto  belonging,  to 
hold 
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ledgment  •,  and  th-at  very  day  he  and  the  princefs  A- c-  *6*9' 
were   proclaimed  by  the  names   of  William  and 
Mary,  king  and  queen  of  England. 

hold  the  crown  and  royal  dignity  of  taken  by  all  perfoni  of  whom  the 
the  faid  kingdoms  and  dominions,  to  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy 
them  the  faid  prince  and  princefs,  might  be  required  by  law,  inftead  of 
duiing  their  lives  and  the  life  or"  the  them  ;  and  that  the  faid  oaths  of  alle- 
furvivor  of  them ;  and  that  the  fole  giance  and  fupremacy  be  abrogated  i 
and  full  exercile  of  the  regal  power  be  I  A.B.  do  finccrely  promifc  and  fwear, 
only  ia,  and  executed  by  the  faid  That  1  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true 
prince  of  Orange,  in  the  names  of  allegiance  to  their  majefties,  king 
the  faid  prince  and  princefs  during  William  and  queen  Mary.  So  help 
their  joint  lives  ;  and  after  their  de-  me  God.  I  A.  B.  do  fwear,  That  I 
ceafc  the  faid  crown  and  royal  dignity  £0  from  my  heart  abhor,  deteft  and 
of  the  faid  kingdoms  and  dominions  abjure,  as  impious  and  heretical/ 
to  be  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  this  damnable  doctrine  and  pofition, 
faid  prirftefs  j  and  for  default  of  fuch  that  princes  excommunicated  or  de- 
iflue,  to  the  princefs  Anne  of  Den-  prived  by  the  pope,  or  any  authority- 
mark,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body  ;  of  the  fee  of  Rome,  may  be  depofed 
and  for  default  of  fuch  iflue,  to  the  or  murdered  by  their  fuljefls,  or  any 
heirs  of  the  body  of  the  faid  prince  of  other  whatfoever.  And  J  do  declare. 
Orange.  That  no  foreign  prince,  perfon,  pre- 
late, ftate  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought 

And    the    faid  lords  fpiritual  and  ^  ^  ^  jul;fdia;nn>  power;  fu. 

temporal,  and  commons,    do  pray  the  perior;ty>    p.e-eminencc,    or   autho- 

feid  prince  and  piincefs  of  Orange  to  rhy  ecdeAaftica',  or  fphitual,  within 

accept    the  fame  accordingly:     And  ^  realm.     So  help  me  God. 
that  the  oaths  hereafter  mentioned  be 
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WILLIAM     III. 

TH  E  conftitution  of  England  had  now  af-  A  c-  *&*9> 
fumed  a  new  afpect.     The  maxim  of  here-  state  of  the 
ditary,  indefeafible  right,  was  at  length  re-  ™diTJi7~ 
nounced  by  a  free  parliament.     The  power  of  the  after  thVre- 
crown  was  acknowledged   to  flow  from  no  other  volution- 
fountain  than  that  of  a  contract  with  the  people. 
Allegiance  and  protection  were  declared  recipro- 
cal ties  depending  upon  each  other.     The  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  nation  made  a  regular  claim  of 
rights  in   behalf  of  their  conftituents  ;  and  Wil- 
liam III.  afcended  the  throne  in  confequence  of  an 
exprefs  capitulation  with  the  people.     Yet  on  this 
occafion,   the  zeal  of  the  parliament  towards  their 
deliverer  feems  to  have  overmot  their  attachment 
to  their  own  liberty  and  privileges  :  or  at  lead  they 
U  2  neglected 
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A.  c.  1629.  neglected  the  faireft  opportunity  that  ever  occurr- 
ed, to  retrench  thofe  prerogatives  of  the  crown  to 
which  they  imputed  all  the  late  and  former  calami- 
ties of  the  kingdom.  Their  new  monarch  retain- 
ed the  old  regal  power  over  parliaments,  in  its  full 
extent.  He  was  left  at  liberty  to  convoke,  adjourn, 
prorogue,  and  difiblve  them  at  his  pleafure.  He- 
was  enabled  to  influence  elections  and  opprefs  cor- 
porations. He  poflefled  the  right  of  chufing  his 
own  council ;  of  nominating  all  the  great  officers 
of  the  ftate,  and  of  the  houlhold,  of  the  army,  the 
navy,  and  the  church.  He  referved  the  abfolute 
command  of  the  militia :  fo  that  he  remained  mafter 
of  aH  the  inftruments  and  engines  of  corruption 
and  violence,  without  any  other  reftraint  than  his 
own  moderation,  and  prudent  regard  to  the  claim 
of  rights  and  principle  of  refiftance  on  which  the 
revolution  was  founded.  In  a  word^  the  fettlement 
was  fmifhed  with  fome  precipitation,  before  the 
plan  had  been  properly  digefted  and  matured  ; 
and  this  will  be  the  cafe  in  every  eftablifhment 
formed  upon  a  fudden  emergency  in  the  face  of 
opposition.  It  was  obferved,  that  the  king,  who 
was  made  by  the  people,  had  it  in  his  power  to  rule 
without  them  ;  to  govern  jure  divino,  though  it 
was  created  jure  humano  ;  and  that,  though  the 
change  proceeded  from  a  republican  fpirit,  the  fet- 
tlement was  built  upon  tory  maxims-,  for  the  exe- 
cution of  his  government  continued  ftill  indepen- 
dent of  his  commifllon,  while  his  own  perfon  re- 
mained facred  and  inviolable.  The  prince  of 
Orange  had  been  invited  to  England  by  a  coalition 
of  parties,  united  by  a  common  fenfe  of  danger ; 
but  this  tie  was  no  iboner  broken,  than  they  fiew 
afunder,  and  each  refumed  its  original  biafs.  Their 
mutual  jealoufy  and  rancour  revived,  and  was 
heated  by  difpute  into  intemperate  zeal  and  enthu- 
jfiafm.  Thofe  who  at  firit  acted  from  principles  of 

patriotiirn, 
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patriotifm,  were  infenfibly  warmed  into  partiTans  >  A-  c-  ***9- 
and  king  William  foon  found  himfelf  At  the  head  of 
a  faction.  As  he  had  been  bred  a  calvinift,  and 
always  expreffed  an  abhorrence  of  fpiritual  perle- 
cution,  the  prefbyterians,  and  other  proteftant  dif- 
fenters,  confidered  him  as  their  peculiar  protector, 
and  entered  into  his  interefts  with  the  mod  zealous 
fervour  and  afiiduity.  For  the  fame  reafons,  the 
friends  of  the  church  became  jealous  of  his  pro- 
ceedings, and  employed  all  their  influence,  firft  in 
oppofing  his  elevation  to  the  throne,  and  after- 
wards in  thwarting  his  meafures.  Their  party  was 
efpoufed  by  all  the  friends  of  the  lineal  fuccefiion ; 
by  the  Roman  catholics  j  by  thofe  who  were  perfo- 
nally  attached  to  the  late  king,  and  by  fuch  as  were 
difgufted  by  the  conduct  and  perfonal  deportment 
of  William  fince  his  arrival  in  England.  They 
obferved,  That,  contrary  to  his  declaration,  he  had 
plainly  afpired  to  the  crown  •,  and  treated  his  fa- 
ther-in-law with  iniblence  and  rigour :  That  his 
army  contained  a  number  of  foreign  papifts,  almoft 
equal  to  that  of  the  Englim  Roman  catholics  whom 
James  had  employed:  that  the  reports  foinduftriou  fly 
circulated  about  the  birth  of  the  prince  of  Wales, 
the  treaty  with  France  for  enflaving  England,  and 
the  murder  of  the  earl  of  Eflex  ;  reports  counte- 
nanced by  the  prince  of  Orange,  now  appeared  to 
be  without  foundation  :  That  the  Dutch  troops  re- 
mained in  London,  while  the  Englim  forces  were 
diftributed  in  remote  quarters:  That  the  prince 
declared  the  firft  fliould  be  kept  about  his  perfon, 
and  the  latter  fent  to  Ireland:  That  the  two 
houfes,  out  of  complaifance  to  William,  had  de- 
nied their  late  fovereign  the  juftice  of  being  heard 
in  his  own  defence:  and,  That  the  Dutch  had  lately 
interfered  with  the  trade  of  London,  which  was 
aiready  fenfibly  diminimed.  Thefe  were  the  iburces 
of  difcontent,  fwelled  up  by  the  refentment  of 

_  *          «  .-  butr.ct, 
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A.C.  i689.  fome  noblemen,  and  other  individuals,  difappoint- 

ed  in  their  hopes  of  profit  and  preferment. 
°f  William  began  his  reign  with  a  proclamation, 
'~  for  confirming  all  proteftants  in  the  offices  which 
they  enjoyed  on  the  firft  day  of  December  :  then 
he  chofe  the  members  of  his  council,  who  were 
generally  ftaunch  to  his  intereft,  except  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  and  the  earl  of  Notting- 
ham *;  and  thefe  were  admitted  in  complaifance  to 
the  church-party,  which  it  was  not  thought  ad- 
vifeable  to  provoke.  Nottingham  and  Shrewfbury 
were  appointed  fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  the  privy -feal 
was  bellowed  upon  the  marquis  of  Hallitax :  the 
carl  of  Danby  was  created  prefident  of  the  council. 
Thefe  two  noblemen  enjoyed  a  good  mare  of  the 
king's  confidence  :  and  Nottingham  was  confider- 
able  as  head  of  the  church-party  :  but  the  chief  fa- 
vourite was  Bentinck,  firft  commoner  on  the  lift  of 
privy-counfellors,  as  well  as  groom  of  the  ftole  and 
privy-purfe.  D'Auverquerque  was  made  mailer 
of  the  horfe,  Zuyleftein  of  the  robes,  and  Schom- 
berg  of  the  ordnance  :  the  treafury,  admiralty,  and 
chancery,  were  put  in  commiffion  ;  twelve  able 
judges  were  chofen-f;  and  the  diocefe  of  Salifbury 
being  vacated  by  the  death  of  doftor  Ward,  the 
king,  of  his  own  free  motion,  filled  it  with  Burnet, 
who  had  been  a  zealous  ftickler  for  his  intereft ; 
and,  in  a  particular  manner,  inftrumental  in  effecl:  • 

*  The  council  confided  of  the  Churchill;  Mr.  Bentinck,  Mr. Sid- 
prince  of  Denmark,  the  archbi/hop  ney,  Sir  Robert  Howard,  Sir  Henry 
of  Canterbury,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  CapeJ,  Mr.  Powel,  Mr.  Rufltf,  Mr. 
the  marquifies  of  Hall i fax  and  Win-  Hambden,  and  Mr.  Bofcawen. 
chefter,  the  earls  of  Danby,  Lind-  f  Sir  John  Holt  was  appointed 
fey,  Devon/hire,  Dorfet,  and  Mid-  krd  chief-juftice  of  the  king's  bench, 
dlefex,  Oxford,  Shrewsbury,  Bed-  and  Sir  Henry  Pollexfen  of  the  com- 
ford,  Bath,  Macclesfield,  Netting-  mon  pleas ;  the  earl  of  Devon/hive 
ham  ;  the  vifcounts  Falconbridge,  was  made  lord-fteward  of  the  hou- 
Mordaunt,  Newport,  Lumley  ;  the  /hold,  and  the  earl  of  Dorfet  lord- 
lords  Wharton,  Montague,  Delamere,  chamberlain,  Ralph.. 
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ing  the  revolution.  Sancroft  archbifhop  of  Can- A- c' >639. 
terbury  refufed  to  confecrate  this  ecclefiaftic,  tho' 
the  reafons  of  his  refufal  are  not  fpecified  :  but, 
being  afraid  of  incurring  the  penalties  of  a  pre- 
munire,  he  granted  a  commifllon  to  the  bifhop  of 
London,  and  three  other  fuffragans,  to  perform 
that  ceremony.  Burnet  was  a  prelate  of  fome 
parts,  and  great  induftry  ;  moderate  in  his  notions 
of  church- difcipline,  inquifnive,  meddling,  vain, 
and  credulous.  In  coniequence  of  having  incurred 
the  difpleafure  of  the  late  king,  he  had  retired  to 
the  continent,  and  fixed  his  refidence  in  Holland, 
where  he  was  naturalized,  and  attached  himfelf  to 
the  intereft  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  confuked 
him  about  the  affairs  of  England.  He  aflifled  in 
drawing  up  the  prince's  manifefto,  and  wrote  fome 
other  papers  and  pamphlets  in  defence  of  his  de- 
fign.  He  was  demanded  of  the  ftates,  by  the  Eng- 
lilh  ambaflador,  as  a  Britim  fugitive,  outlawed  by 
king  James,  and  excepted  in  the  aft  of  indem- 
nity :  neverthelefs,  he  came  over  with  William,  in 
quality  of  his  chaplain  ;  and,  by  his  intrigues, 
contributed  in  fome  meafure  to  the  fuccefs  of  that 
expedition.  The  principal  individuals  that  com- 
pofed  this  miniftry  have  been  charaderifed  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  preceding  reigns.  We  have  had  oc- 
cafion  to  mention  the  fine  talents,  the  vivacity,  the 
flexibility  of  Hallifax ;  the  plaufibility,  the  enter- 
prifing  genius,  the  obftinacy  of  Danby  ;  the  pom- 
pous eloquence,  the  warmth,  and  oltentation  of 
Nottingham ;  the  probity  and  popularity  of  Shrew- 
fbury.  Godolphin,  now  brought  into  the  treafury, 
was  modeft,  filent,  fagacious,  and  upright.  Mor- 
daunt,  appointed  firil  commimoner  of  that  board, 
and  afterwards  created  earl  of  Monmonth,  was 
open,  generous,  and  a  republican  in  his  principles. 
Delamere,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  promoted 
in  the  fequel  to  the  rank  of  earl  of  Warrington, 
U  4  was 
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A.C.  1689  Was  clofe  and  rrierceriary.  Obfequioufnefs,  fidelity, 
and  attachment  to  his  matter,  compofed  the  cha- 
racter of  Bentinck,  whom  the  king  raifed  to  the 
dignity  of  earl  of  Portland. 

The  Engliih  favourite  Sidney  was  a  man  of  wit 
and  pleafure,  pofrdfed  of  the  moil  engaging  ta- 
lents for  converfation  and  private  friendfhip,  but 
rendered  unfit  for  public  bufmefs  by  indolence  and 
inattention  He  was  ennobled,  and  afterwards 
created  earl  of  Romney,  a  title  which  he  enjoyed 
with  feveral  fuccefiive  pofts  of  profit  and  impor- 
tance. The  ftream  of  honour  and  preferment  ran 
ftrong  in  favour  of  the  Whigs,  and  this  appearance 
of  partiality  confirmed  the  fufpicion  and  refent- 
ment  of  the  oppofite  party. 

Jentioncon-  The  ^^  ref°luti°n  taken  in  the  new  council  was 
verted  into  a  to  convert  the  convention  into  a  parliament,  that 
pa.hament.  tne  new  fectiement  might  be  ftrcngthened  by  a  le- 
gal fan&ion,  which  was  now  fuppoled  to  be  want- 
ing, as  the  aflembly  had  not  been  convoked  by 
the  king's  writ  of  fummons.  The  experiment  of 
a  new  election  was  deemed  too  hazardous  :  there- 
fore, the  council  determined  that  the  king  mould, 
by  virtue  of  his  own  authority,  change  the  conven- 
tion into  a  parliament,  by  going  to  the  houfe  of 
peers  with  the  ufual  ftate  of  a  fovereign,  and  pro- 
nouncing a  fpeech  from  the  throne  to  both  houfes. 
This  expedient  was  accordingly  pra&iled.  He 
afTured  them  he  fliould  never  take  any  ftep  that 
would  diminim  the  good  oppinion  they  had  con- 
ceived of  his  integrity  He  told  them  that  Hol- 
land was  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  required  their  im- 
mediate attention  and  afilftance :  that  the  pofture 
of  affairs  at  home  likewife  demanded  their  ferious 
confideration  :  that  a  good  fettlement  was  neceflfary 
not  only  for  the  eftablifhment  of  domeilic  peace, 
but  alib  for  the  lupport  of  the  proteitant  intereft 
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abroad  •,  that  the  affairs  of  Ireland  were  too  criti-  *.c.i6»9. 
cally  fituated  to  admit  of  the  leaft  delay  in  their 
deliberations  :  he  therefore  begged  they  would  be 
1}  *  dy  anc}  effectual  in  concerting  fuch  meafures  as 
ftiould  be  judged  indilpenfibly  noceffary  for  the 
welfare  of'  the  nation.  The  commons,  returning 
to  their  houfe,  immediately  palled  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  his  majefty,  and  made  an  order  that  his  fpeech. 
Ihould  be  taken  into  conftderation.  After  the 
throne  had  been  declared  vacant  by  a  fmall  majo- 
rity of  the  peers,  thofe  who  oppofed  that  meafurc 
had  gradually  withdrawn  themfelves  from  the  houfe; 
fo  that  very  few  remained  but  fuch  as  were  devoted 
to  the  new  monarch.  Thefe  therefore  brought  in 
a  bill  for  preventing  all  difputes  concerning  the 
prefent  parliament.  In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Hamb- 
den,  in  the  lower  houfe,  put  the  queftion,  Whether 
a  king  elected  by  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
and  the  commons  afiembled  at  Weftminfter,  com- 
ing to,  and  confulting  with  the  faid  lords  and  com- 
mons, did  not  make  as  complete  a  parliament, 
and  legillative  power  and  authority,  as  if  the  laid 
king  fliould  caufe  new  elections  to  be  made  by 
writ?  Many  members  affirmed,  that  the  king's 
•writ  was  as  neceflary  as  his  prefence  to  the 
being  of  a  legal  parliament ;  and  as  the  conven- 
tion was  defective  in  this  particular,  it  could  not 
be  vefled  with  a  parliamentary  authority  by  any 
management  whatsoever.  The  Whigs  replied, 
That  the  eflence  of  a  parliament  confuted  in  the 
meeting  and  co-operation  of  the  king,  lords,  and 
commons;  and  that  it  was  not  material  whether 
they  were  convoked  by  writ  or  by  letter.  They 
proved  this  afiertion  by  examples  deduced  from 
the  hiftory  of  England  :  they  obferved,  that  a  new 
election  would  be  attended  with  great  trouble,  ex- 
pence,  and  lofs  of  time  5  and  that  fuch  delay  might 

prove 
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A.  c.  1689.  prove  fatal  to  the  proteftant  intereft  in  Ireland,  as 
well  as  to  the  allies  on  the  continent.  In  the  midft 
of  this  debate,  the  bill  was  brought  down  from 
the  lords  ;  and  being  read,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  make  fome  amendments.  Thefe  were  no 
iboner  made  than  the  commons  fent  it  back  to  the 
upper  houfe,  and  it  immediately  received  the  royal 
aflent.  By  this  aft  the  lords  and  commons  af- 
fembled  at  Weftminfter  were  declared  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  : 
it  likewife  ordained,  That  the  prefent  aft  and  all 
other  acts  to  which  the  royal  aflent  mould  be  given 
before  the  next  prorogation,  mould  be  underftood 
and  adjudged  in  law  to  begin  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  February  :  That  the  members,  inftead  of  the 
old  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  mould  take 
the  new  oath  incorporated  in  this  aft,  under  the 
antient  penalty  :  and,  That  the  prefent  parliament 
fhould  be  diflblved  in  the  ufual  manner.  Imme- 
diately after  this  tranfaftion,  a  warm  debate  arofe 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  about  the  revenue,  which 
the  courtiers  alledged  had  devolved  with  the  crown 
upon  William,  at  lead,  during  the  life  of  James: 
for  which  term  the  greater  part  of  it  had  been 
granted.  Thofe  in  the  opposition  affirmed,  that 
thofe  grants  were  vacated  with  the  throne  ;  and 
at  length  it  was  voted,  That  the  revenue  had  ex- 
pired. Then  a  motion  was  made,  That  a  revenue 
fhould  be  fettled  on  the  king  and  queen  •,  and  the 
houfe  refolved  it  mould  be  taken  into  confideration. 
While  they  deliberated  on  this  affair,  they  received 
a  meflage  from  his  majefty,  importing,  that  the 
late  king  had  fet  fail  frqm  Breft  with  an  armament 
to  invade  Ireland.  They  forthwith  refolved  to 
aflift  his  majefty  with  their  lives  and  fortunes : 
they  voted  a  temporary  aid  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  levied  by  monthly 
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airefiment  •,  and  both  houfes  waited  on  the  king,  A  c- l6f *• 
to  fignify  this  refolution.  But  this  unanimity  did 
not  take  place,  until  feveral  lords  fpiritual  as  well 
as  temporal,  had,  rather  than  take  the  oaths,  ab- 
fented  themfelves  from  parliament.  The  nonjur- 
ing  prelates  were  Sancroft,  archbimop  of  Canter- 
bury :  Turner,  bifhop  of  Ely  i  Lake,  ofChichef- 
ter;  Ken,  of  Bath  and  Wells ;  White,  of  Peterbo- 
rough; Loyd,  of  Norwich ;  Thomas,  of  Worcefter ; 
and  Frampton,  of  Gloucefter.  The  temporal  peers 
who  refufed  the  oath,  were  the  duke  of  Newcaftle, 
the  earls  of  Clarendon,  Litchfield,  Exeter,  Yar- 
mouth, and  Stafford -,  the  lords  Griffin  and  Stawel. 
Five  of  the  bilhops  withdrew  themfelvds  from  the 
houfe  at  one  time  j  but,  before  they  retired,  one 
of  the  number  moved  for  a  bill  of  toleration,  and 
another  of  comprehenfion,  by  which  moderate  dif- 
fenters  might  be  reconciled  to  the  church,  and  ad- 
mitted into  ecclefiaftical  benefices.  Such  bills  were 
actually  prepared  and  prefented  by  the  earl  of  Not- 
tingham, who  received  the  thanks  of  the  houie  for 
the  pains  he  had  taken.  From  this  period,  the  party 
averfe  to  the  government  of  William  were  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  appellation  of  Non jurors.  They 
rejected  the  notion  of  a  king  de  facto,  as  well  as 
all  other  diftinctions  and  limitations  -,  and  declared 
for  the  abfolute  power  and  divine  hereditary  inde- 
feafible  right  of  ibvereigns. 

This  faction  had  already  begun  to  practife  asainft  Mutiny  IB 
i  TM     i  •        i     •  -i thc  army- 

the  new  government.     1  he  king,  having  received 

fome  intimation  of  their  defigns,  from  intercepted 
letters,  ordered  the  earl  of  Arran,  Sir  Robert 
Hamilton,  and  fome  other  gentlemen  of  the 
Scottim  nation,  to  be  apprehended,  and  fent 
prifoners  to  the  Tower.  .Then  he  informed  the 
two  houfes  of  the  ftep  he  had  taken,  and  even 
craved  their  advice  with  regard  to  his  conduct  in 

fuch 
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A.  c.  1489.  fuch  a  delicate  affair,  which  had  compelled  him  w 
trelpafs  upon  the  law  of  England.  The  lords 
thanked  him  for  the  care  he  took  of  their  liberties, 
and  defired  he  would  fecure  all  difturbers  of  the 
peace  •,  but,  the  commons  impowered  him  by  a 
bill  to  difpenfe  with  the  Habeas  corpus  adl,  till 
the  feventeenth  day  of  April  next  enfning.  This 
was  a  llretch  of  confidence  in  the  crown  which  had 
not  been  made  in  favour  of  the  late  king,  even 
while  Argyle  and  Monmouth  were  in  open  rebel- 
lion. A  fpirit  of  dilcontent  had  by  this  time  dif- 
fufed  itfelf  through  the  army,  and  become  fo  for- 
midable to  the  court,  that  the  king  refolved  to 
retain  the  Dutch  troops  in  England,  and  fend  over 
to  Holland  in  their  room  luch  regiments  as  were 
molt  tinctured  with  difaffection.  Of  thele  the  Scot' 
tifh  regiment  of  Dumbarton, .  commanded  by 
marechal  Schomberg,  mutinied  on  its  march  to 
Ipfwich,  feized .  the  military  cheft,  difarmed  the 
officers  who  oppofed  their  defign,  declared  for 
king  James,  and,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon,  be- 
gan their  march  for  Scotland.  William  being  in- 
formed of  this  revolt,  ordered  general  Ginkle  to 
purfue  them  with  three  regiments  of  Dutch  dra- 
goons ;  and  the  mutineers  furrendered  at  difcre- 
tion.  As  the  delinquents  were  natives  of  Scot- 
land, which  had  not  yet  fubmitted  in  form  to  the 
new  government,  the  king  did  not  think  proper 
to  punim  them  as  rebels,  but  ordered  them  to 
proceed  for  Holland,  according  to  his  firft  inten- 
tion. Though  this  attempt  proved  abortive,  it 
made  a  ftrong  imprefiion  upon  the  miniftry,  who 
were  divided  among  themielves,  and  wavered  in 
their  principles.  However,  they  feized  this  op- 
portunity to  bring  in  a  bill  for  punifliing  mutiny 
and  defertion,  which  in  a  little  time  pafTed  both 
houfes,  and  received  the  royal  aflent. 

The 
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The  coronation-oath  *  being  altered  and  ex-  A-  c-  168»- 
plained,  that  ceremony  was  performed  on  the  The  corona- 
eleventh  day  of  April,  the  bilhop  of  London  offici-  abolition  of 


ating,  at  the  king's  defire,  in  the  room  of  the  hear 
metropolitan,  who  was  a  malcontent.  Next  day  ney> 
the  commons,  in  a  body,  waited  on  the  king  and 
queen  at  Whitehall,  with  an  addrefs  of  congratula- 
tion. William,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  the  af- 
fection of  his  new  fubjects,  and  check  the  progreis 
of  clamour  and  difcontent,  fignified,  in  a  foiemn 
mefiage  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  his  readinefs  to 
acquielce  in  any  meafure  they  fliould  think  proper 
to  take  for  a  new  regulation  or  total  fupprefiion  of 
the  hearth-money,  which  he  underftood  was  a 
grievous  impoiition  on  the  iubje&s  ;  and  this  tax 
was  afterwards  abolifhed.  He  was  gratified  with 
an  addrefs  of  thanks,  couched  in  the  warmeft  ex- 
preflions  of  duty,  gratitude,  and  affection;  de- 
claring they  would  take  fuch  meafures  in  lupport 
of  his  crown,  as  would  convince  the  world  that  he 
reigned  in  the  hearts  of  his  people. 

He  had,  in  his  anfwer  to  their  former  addrefs,  Thecom- 
aflured  them  of  his  conftant  regard  to  the  rights  ™  nsyote* 

i  r  c       I  •  111  1-1   'um  °*  mo' 

and  proipenty  or  the  nation:  he  had  explained  ney  to  in- 
the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  Dutch,  expatiated  upon 

*  The  new  form  of  the  coronation-  "the  true  profeflion  of  the  gofpel, 
oath  confided  in  the  following  quefti-  "  and  the  protefrant  reformed  religion 
on<  and  anfwers.  "  Will  you  foltmn-  "  as  bylaw  eftablifhed  ?  And  will  you 


"  ly  promife  and  fwear  to  govern  the 
*'  people  cf  this  kingdom  of  England, 
"  and  the  dominions  thereto  belong- 
"  ing,  according  to  the  ftatutes  in 
"  parliament  agreed  on,  and  the  laws 
"  and  cuftoms  of  the  fame  ?" 


prtferve  unto  the  bifljops  and  clergy 
of  this  realm,  and  to  the  churches 
committed  to  their  charge,  all  fuch 
rights  and  privileges  as  bjr  law  do, 
or  fhall  appertain  unto  them,  or 
any  of  them  ?" 


"  I  folemnly  promife  fo  to  do."  "  A»  ^'^  l  promife  to  do." 

"  Will  you,  to  your  power,  caufe  Then  the  king  or  ^ueen  laying  his 

law  and  juftice  in  mercy  to  be  exe-  or  hei    hand   up*n   the  gofpeif,   ftiall 

cured  in  all  your  judgments?"  faX>  "  The  things  which  I  have  here 

"  I  will."  "  before  promifed,  I  will  perform  and 

"  Will  you,  to  the  utmoft  of  your  "  keep.     So  help  me  God." 
power    maintjin  the  laws  of  God, 

the 
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A.  c.  ,6?9,  tne  zeaj  Of  (-hat  republic  for  the  interefts  of  Britain, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  proteftant  religion ;  ex- 
prefTed  his  hope  that  the  Englifh  parliament  would 
not  only  repay  the  fums  they  had  expended  in  his 
expedition ;  but,  likewife  farther  fupport  them  to 
the  utmoft  of  their  ability  againft  the  common  ene- 
mies of  their  liberties  and  religion.  He  had 
obferved  that  a  confiderable  army  and  fleet  would 
be  neceffary  for  the  reduction  of  Ireland,  and  the 
protection  of  Britain  ;  and  he  defired  they  would 
fettle  the  revenue  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  might 
be  collected  without  difficulty  and  difpute.  The 
fum  total  of  the  money  expended  by  the  ftates- 
general  in  William's  expedition,  amounted  to  feven 
millions  of  guilders,  and  the  commons  granted  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  difcharge  of  this 
debt,  incurred  for  the  prefervation  of  their  rights 
and  religion.  They  voted  funds  for  raifing  and 
maintaining  an  army  of  two  and  twenty  thouiand 
men,  as  well  as  for  equipping  a  numerous  fleet ; 
but,  they  provided  for  no  more  than  half  a  year's 
fubfiftence  of  the  troops,  hoping  the  reduction  of 
Ireland  might  be  finifhed  in  that  term  •,  and  this 
inftance  of  frugality  the  king  confidered  as  a  mark 
of  their  diffidence  of  his  adminiftration.  The 
Whigs  were  refolved  to  fupply  him  gradually,  that 
he  might  be  the  more  dependent  upon  their  zeal 
and  attachment;  but,  he  was  not  at  all  plealed  with 
their  precaution. 

William's        William  was  naturally  biafied  to  calvinifm,  and 
vour'ofthe*"  averfe  to  perfecution.     Whatever  promifes  he  had 
Centers,    made,  and  whatever  fentiments  of  refpect  he  en- 
tertained for  the  church  of  England,  he  ieemed 
now  in  a  great  meafure  alienated  from  it,  by  the 
oppofition    he  had   met  with  from  its  members, 
particularly  from  the  bifhops  who  had  thwarted  his 
meafures  \  who  had,  by  abienting  themfelves  from 
parliament,  and  refufing  the  oath,  plainly  difown- 

ed 
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ed  his  title,  and  renounced  his  government.  HeA-c.  i&?9- 
therefore  refolved  to  mortify  the  church,  and  gra- 
tify his  own  friends  at  the  fame  time,  by  removing 
the  obftacles  affixed  to  nonconformity,  that  all  pro- 
teftant  diflenters  mould  be  rendered  capable  of  en- 
joying and  exercifmg  civil  employments.  When 
he  gave  his  aflfent  to  the  bill  for  fuipending  the 
Habeas  corpus  act,  he  recommended  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  new  oath  in  lieu  of  thofe  of  allegiance 
and  fupremacy :  he  exprefled  his  hope  that  they 
would  leave  room  for  the  admiflion  of  all  his  pro- 
teftant  fubjects  who  mould  be  found  qualified  for 
the  fervice  :  he  laid,  fuch  a  conjunction  would  unite 
them  the  more  firmly  among  themfelves,  and 
jftrengthen  them  againft  their  common  adverfaries. 
In  contequence  of  this  hint,  a  claufe  was  inferted 
in  the  bill  for  abrogating  the  old  and  appointing 
the  new  oaths,  by  which  the  facramental  teft  was 
declared  unnccefifary  in  rendering  any  perfon 
capable  of  enjoying  any  office  or  employment. 
It  was,  however,  rejected  by  a  great  majority  in 
the  houfe  of  lords.  Another  claufe  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  though  in  different  terms,  was  propofed 
by  the  king's  direction,  and  met  with  the  fame  fate, 
though  in  both  cafes  feveral  noblemen  entered  a 
proteft  againft  the  reiblution  of  the  houfe.  Thefe 
fruitlefs  efforts,  in  favour  of  diflenters,  augmented 
the  prejudice  of  the  churchmen  againft  king  Wil- 
liam, who  would  have  willingly  compromifed  the 
difference,  by  excufing  the  clergy  from  the  oaths, 
provided  the  diflenters  might  be  exempted  from 
the  facramental  teft  •,  but,  this  was  deemed  the 
chief  bulwark  of  the  church,  and  therefore  the 
propoial  was  rejected.  The  church-party  in  the 
houfe  of  lords  moved,  that  inftead  of  inferting  a 
claufe,  obliging  the  clergy  to  take  the  oaths,  the 
king  mould  be  empowered  to  tender  him-,  and, 
in  cafe  of  their  refufal,  they  mould  incur  the 
8  penalty, 
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A.  c.  i5«g.  penalty,  becaufe  deprivation,  or  the  apprehenfion 
of  it,  might  make  them  deiperate,  and  excite  them 
to  form    defigns  againfl  the  government.     This 
argument  had  no  weight  with  die  commons,  who 
thought  it  was  indifpeniably  necefiary  to  exact  the 
oaths  of  the  clergy,  as  their  example  influenced 
the  kingdom  in   general,  and  the  youth  of  the 
nation  were  formed  under  their  inftructions.    After 
a  long  and  warm  debate,    all  the  mitigation  that 
could  be  obtained,  was  a  claufe  to  empower  the 
king  to  indulge  any  twelve  clergymen  deprived  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  with  a  third  part  of  their  bene- 
fices during  pleafure.     Thus  the  antient  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  fupremacy  were  abrogated  ;  the  de- 
claration of  non-refiftance  in  the  acl  of  uniformity 
was  repealed  •,  the  new  oath  of  allegiance  was  re- 
duced to  its  primitive  fimplicity  •,  and  the  corona- 
tion oath  rendered  more  explicit.     The  clergy  were 
enjoined  to  take  the  new  oaths  before  the  firft  day 
of  Auguft,  on  pain  of  being  iufpended  from  their 
office  for  fix  months  •,  and  of  intire  deprivation,  in 
cafe  they  mould  not  take  them  before  the  expira- 
tion of   this    term.      They   generally  complied, 
though  with  fuch  refervations  and  diftinctions  as 
were  not  much  for  the  honour  of  their  fincerity. 
Aft  for  a  to-      The  king,  though  bafBed  in  his  defign  againft 
Jmtion.      the  lacramental  teft,  refolved  to  indulge  the  diflen- 
ters  with  a  toleration  ;  and  a  bill  for  this  purpofe 
being  prepared  by  the  earl  of  Nottingham,   was, 
after  fome  debate,  pafled  irjto  a  law,  under  the 
title  of,  An  act  for  exempting  their  majefties  pro- 
teftant  fubjects,    difienting  from   the   church   of 
England,  from  the  penalties  of  certain  laws.     It 
enatted,  That  none  of  the  penal  laws  mould  be 
conftrued  to  extend  to  thofe  diflenters  who  mould 
take  the  oaths  to  the  prefent  government,  and 
fubicribe  the  declaration  of  the  thirtieth  year  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  provided,   that   they  mould 

hold 
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hold  no  private  aflemblies  or  conventicles  with  the  A-c«  I68s* 
doors  fhut  j  and   that  nothing  fhould  be  conftrued 
to  exempt  them  from  tire  payment  of  tythes  or 
other  parochial  duties  :   That,  in   cafe  of  being 
chofen  in  the  offices  of  conftable,  church-warden, 
overfeer,  &c.  and  of  fcrupling  to  take  the  oaths 
annexed  to  fuch  offices,  they  fhould  be  allowed  to 
execute  the   employment   by  deputy  :    That   the 
preachers  and   teachers   in    congregations   of  dif- 
fenting  proteflants,  who  mall  take  the  oaths,  fub- 
fcribe  the  declaration,  together  with  all  the  articles! 
of  religion,  except  the  thirty-fourth  and  the  two 
fucceeding  articles,    and   part   of  the   twentieth, 
mould  be  exempted  from  the  penalties  decreed 
againft  non-conformifts,  as  well   as  from  ferving 
upon  juries,   or   acting  in  parifh- offices  -,  yet  all 
indices  of  the  peace  were   impowered  to  require 
fuch  diffenters  to  fubfcribe  the  declaration,  and  take 
the  oaths ;  and,  in  caie  of  refufal,  to  commit  them 
to  prifon,  without  bail  or  mainprize.     The  fame 
indulgence  was  extended  to  anabapifts,  and  even 
to  quakers,  on  their  folemn  promife,  before  God* 
to  be  faithful  to  the  king  and  queen  ;  and  their 
aflenting  by  profeffion  and  alTeveration  to  thofe 
articles  which  the  others  ratified  upon  oath  :  they 
were  likewife  required  to  profefs  their  belief  in  the 
Trinity  and  the  Holy  Scriptures.     Even  the  papifts 
felt  the  benign  influence  of  William's  moderation 
"in  fpiritual  matters:  he  rejected  the  propofals  of 
fome  zealots,  who  exhorted  him   to  ena6t  fevere 
laws  againft  popilh  recufants.     Such  a  meafure,  he 
obferved,  would  alienate  all  the  papifts  of  Europe 
from  the  irtferefts  of  England,  and  might  produce 
a  new  catholic  league,  which  would  render  the  war 
a  religious  quarrel  -,  bcfides,  he  could  not  pretend 
to  icreen  the  proteftants  of  Germany  and  Hungary, 
while   he  himfelf  mould  perfecute   the   catholics 
of  England.     He  therefore  refolved  to  treat  them 
N0.;;.  X  With 


3c6  H  I  S  TO  R  Y  o  F  E  N  G  L  A  N  D. 

A.  c.  1689.  wjth  lenity,  and  though  they  were  not  compre- 
hended in  the  a6t,  they  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the 
toleration. 

vro!entdif-      We  have  obferved,  that  in  confequence  of  the 
putecsbcut   motion  mac]e  by  the  bifhops  when  they  withdrew 

tne  bill  fora  r  i  -n  i  i       •  ,  r 

comprehen-  from  parliament,  a-  bill  was  brought  into  the  home 
'  of  lords,  for  uniting  their  majefties  proteftant  fub- 
jects.  This  was  extremely  agreeable  to  the  king, 
who  had  the  fcheme  of  comprehenfion  very  much 
at  heart.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  bill  a  warm  debate 
aroie  about  the  pofture  of  kneeling  at  the  iacrament, 
which  was  given  up  in  favour  of  the  diffenters. 
Another,  no  lefs  violent,  enfued  upon  the  fubfe- 
quent  queftion,  "  Whether  there  fhould  be  an  ad- 
"  dition  of  laity  in  the  commiffion  to  be  given  by  the 
"  king  to  the  bifhops  and  others  of  the  clergy,  for 
"  preparing  fuch  a  reformation  of  ecclefiaftical  af- 
"  fairs  as  might  be  the  means  of  "healing  divifions, 
"  and  correcting  whatever  might  be  erroneous  or 
"  defective  in  the  conflitution  ?"  A  great  number 
of  the  temporal  lords  infilled  warmly  on  this  addi- 
tion ;  and  when  it  was  rejected,  four  peers  entered 
a  formal  proteft.  Bifhop  Burnet  was  a  warm 
ftickler  for  the  exclufion  of  the  laity,  and,  in  all 
probability,  manifefted  this  warmth  in  hope  of  in- 
gratiating himfelf  with  his  brethren,  among  whom 
his  character  was  very  far  from  being  popular. 
But  the  merit  of  this  facrifice  was  dettroyed  by 
the  arguments  he  had  ufed  for  difpenfing  with  the 
pofture  of  kneeling  at  the  facrament ;  and  by  his 
prcpofing  in  another  provifo  of  the  bill,  that  the 
iublcribers,  inftead  of  exprefllng  affent  and  con- 
fent,  mould  only  fubmit,  with  a  promife  of  confor- 
mity. 

The  com-        The  bill  was  with  difficulty  pafled  in  the  houfe 
monsaddrefs  of  jorcjs  :   Dut  tjie  commons  treated  it  with  neglect. 

the  king  to  .  \. 

fummona    By  this  time  3.  great  number  or. malcontent  mem- 

ofSwcUaT  ^ers>  w^°  ^a<^  ret*rec^  from  parliament,  were Te- 
gy.  e  turned, 
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turned,  with  a  view  to  thwart  the  admihiftratibn,  A-c»  l689' 
though  they  could  not  prevent  the  iettlement.  In- 
ftead  of  proceeding  with  the  bill,  they  prefented 
an  addrefs  to  the  king,  thanked  him  for  his  graci- 
ous declaration,  and  repeated  affurances,  that  he 
would  maintain  the  church  of  England  as  by  law 
eftablifhed  •,  a  church  whole  doctrine  and  practice 
had  evinced  its  loyalty  beyond  all  contradiction. 
They  likewife  humbly  befought  his  majefty  to  ifiue 
writs  for  calling  a  convocation  of  the  clergy,  to  be 
confuhed  in  ecclefiaftical  matters,  according  to  the 
antient  ufage  of  parliaments ;  and  they  declared 
they  would  forthwith  take  into  confideratioh,  pro- 
per methods  for  giving  eafe  to  proteftant  diflTenters. 
Though  the  king  was  difpleafed  at  this  addrefs,  in 
which  the  lords  alib  had  concurred,  he  returned  a 
civil  anfwer,  by  the  mouth  of  the  earl  of  Notting- 
ham, profefling  his  regard  for  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, which  (hould  always  be  his  peculiar  care ; 
recommending  the  diflenters  to  their  protection, 
and  promifmg  to  iummon  a  convocation  as  foon  as 
fuch  a  meafure  mould  be  convenient.  This  mef- 
fage  produced  no  effect  in  favour  of  the  bill,  which 
lay  neglected  on  the  table.  Thofe  who  moved  for 
it  had  no  other  view  than  that  of  difplaying  their 
moderation  ;  and  now  they  excited  their  friends  to 
oppofe  it  with  all  their  intereft.  Others  were 
afraid  of  efpoufing  it,  left  they  mould  be  ftigma- 
tized  as  enemies  to  the  church  5  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  molt  eminent  prefbyterians  were  averfe 
to  a  fcheme  of  comprehenfion,  which  would  dimi- 
nifli  their  ftrength,  and  weaken  the  importance  of  . 
the  party.  Being  therefore  violently  oppofed  on 
one  hand,  and  but  faintly  fupported  on  the  other, 
no  wonder  it  mifcarried.  The  king,  however, 
was-ib  bent  upon  the  execution  of  his  defign,  that 
it  was  nextfeifion  revived  in  another  form,  though 
with  no  better  fuccefs. 

X  ?.  The' 
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A.  c.  1689.      'fhe  next  object  that  engrofled  the  attention  of 
Settlement   the  parliament,  was  the  fettl'ement  of  a  revenue  for 
«nue, r£"     tne  fuPP°rt  °t  tne  government.     Hitherto  there 
had  been  no  diftin£tion  of  what  was  allotted  for 
the  king's  ufcj  and  what  was  affigned  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  public  ;  fo  that  the  ibvereign  was  en- 
tirely mafter  of  the  whole  fupply.     As  the  revenue 
in  the  late  reigns  had  been  often  embezzled  and 
mifapplied,  it  was  now  refolved  that  a  certain  fum 
fliould  be  fet  apart  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
king's  houmold,  and  the  fupport  of  his  dignity  -, 
and  that  the  reft  of  the  public  money  mould  be 
employed  under  the  infpeclion  of  parliament.    Ac- 
cordingly, fmce  this  period,  the  commons  have  ap- 
propriated the  yearly  fupplies  to  certain  fpecified 
fervices;  and   an  account  of  the  application  has 
been  conftantly  fubmitted  to  both  houfes  at  the 
next   fefiion.      At    this  juncture,  the   prevailing 
party,  or  the  Whigs,  determined  that  the  revenue 
Ihould  be  granted  from  year  to  year,  or  at  leaft  for 
a  frri'alt  term  of  years,  that  the  king  might  find 
himfelf  dependent  upon  the  parliament,  and  merit 
a  renewal  of  the  grant  by  a  juft  and  popular  admi- 
niftration.     In  purfuance  of  this  maxim,  when  the 
revenue  fell  under  confideration,  they,  on  pretence 
of  charges  and  anticipations,  which  they  had  not 
time  to  examine,  granted  it  by  a  provifional  acft 
for  one  year  only.     The  civil  lift  was  fettled  at  fix 
hundred   thoufand   pounds,   chargeable  with  the 
appointments  of  the  queen  dowager,  the  prince 
and  princefs  of  Denmark,  the  judges,  and  marechal 
Schomberg,  to  whom  the  parliament  had  already 
granted  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  in  confide- 
ration of  his  important  fervices  to  the  nation.     The 
commons  alfo  voted,  that  a  conftant  revenue  of 
twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds  mould  be  efta- 
blifhed  for  the  fupport  of  the  crown  in  time  of 
peace. 

Tne 
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The  king  rook  umbrage  at  thefe  reftraints  laidA-c- Ib89- 
upon  the  application  of  the  public  money,  which  The  kin- 
were  the  moftfalutary  fruits  of  the  revolution.  He  j,^^ 
confidered  them  as  marks  of  diffidence,   by  which  proceeding* 
he  was  diftinguiflied  from   his  predeceflbrs ;  and£5£whis" 
thought  them  an  ungrateful  return  for  the  fervices 
he  had  done    to   the  nation.       The  Tories  per- 
ceived his  difguft,   and  did  not  fail  to  foment  his 
jealoufy  againft  their  adverfaries,  which  was  con- 
firmed by  a  frefli  effort  of  the  Whigs,   in  relation 
to   a  militia.     A  bill  was  brought  into  the  houie, 
for  regulating  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  have 
rendered  it  in  a  great  meafure  independent  both  of 
the  king  and  the   lords  lieutenants   of  counties, 
Thefe  being  generally  peers,  fuffered   the  bill  to 
lie  neglected  on   the  table;  but  the  attempt  con- 
firmed the  fufpicion    of  the   king,  who  began  to 
think   himfclf  in   danger  of  being  enflaved  by  a 
republican  party.     The  Tories  had,   by  the  canal 
of  Nottingham,  made  proffers    of  fcrvice   to  his 
majefty ;  but  complained,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
as  they  were  in   danger  of  being  profccuted  for 
their  lives  and  fortunes,  they  could  not,  without 
an  a£l  of  indemnity,  exert  ihemfelves  in  favour  of 
the  crown,  left   they  fhould   incur  a  profecution 
from  their  implacable  enemies. 

Thefe  remonftrances  made  fuch   imprernon  on  n..ajs  ,„-, 
the  king,  that  he  lent  a  rmflage  to  the  houfe.  by  anin-.^t ..-» 
Mr.  Hambden,  recommending  a  bill  of  indemnity  jJ^^iiH 
as  the  mod  effectual  means  for  putting  an  end  to  <J«nnitv  r?- 
all  controversies,  dittjnctions,  and  occafions  of  dif 
cord.     He  defired  it  might  be  prepared  with  all 
convenient  expedition,  and  with   fuch    exceptions 
only  as  fliould  ieem  necefiary  for  the  vindication  of 
public  juttice,  the  fafety  of  him   and   his  confort, 
and  the  fettlement  and  welfare  of  the  nation.     An 
addrels  of  thanks  to  his  majefty  was  unanimoufly 
yoccd.     Neverthelels,  his  defign  was  frultrated  by 
X  3  the 
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A. 0.1689.  tne  backwardnefs  of  the  Whigs,  who  proceeded  fo 
{lowly  in  the  bill,  that  dt  could  not  be  brought  to 
maturity  before  the  end  of  the  feflion.  They  want- 
ed to  keep  the  fcourge  over  the  heads  of  their  ene- 
mies, until  they  (hould  find  a  proper  opportunity 
for  revenge ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  reftrain  them 
from  oppofition,  by  the  terror  of  impending  ven- 
geance. They  affected  to  infinuate  that  the  king's 
defign  was  to  raife  the  prerogative  as  high  as  it  had 
been  in  the  preceding  reigns ;  and  for  that  pur- 
,-  pofe  he  prefied  the  act  of  indemnity,  by  virtue  of 
which  he  might  legally  ufe  the  instruments  of  the 
late  tyranny.  The  earls-  of  Monmouth  and  War- 
rington  induftrioully  infufed  thefe  jealoufies  into 
the  minds  of  their  party  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  earl  of  Nottingham  inflamed  William's  diftruft 
of  his  old  frjends :  and  both  fides  fucceeded  in 
kindling  an  animofity,  which  had  like  to  have 
produced  confufion,  notwithstanding  the  endea- 
vours uled  by  the  earls  of  Shrewfbury  and  Devon- 
mire  to  allay  thole  heats,  and  remove  the  fufpicion 
that  mutually  prevailed. 

P'rthof  the      It  was  now  judged  expedient  to  pafs  an  aft  for 
^ukeof      fettling  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown,  according;  to 

Gloucefter.      ,      •.-  P  r  i       •  r      i  • 

the  former  reloltition  or  the  convention.  A  bill 
for  this  purpofe  was  brought  into  the  lower  houfe, 
with  a  claufe  disabling  papifts  from  Succeeding  to 
the  crown  :  to  this  the  lords  a'cided,  "  Or  fuch  as 
"  mould  marry  papifts,"  abfolving  the  fubject  in 
that  cafe  from  allegiance.  The  bifhop  of  Salisbury, 
by  the  king's  direction,  propofed  that  the  princels 
Sophia  dutchefs  of  Hanover,  and  her  posterity, 
Should  be  nominated  in  the  ad  of  lucceffion,  as  the 
next  proteftant  heirs,  failing  iSTue  of  the  king,  and 
Anne  princefs  of  Denmark.  Thefe  amendments 
gave  rife  to  warm  debates  in  the  lower  houfe,  where 
they  were  vigorously  oppoSed,  not  only  by  thole 
who  wifhed  well  in  fecret  to  the  late  king  and  the 

lineal 
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lineal  fucccfiion,  but  likewife' by  the  republican  A-C. 
party,  who  hoped  to  fee  monarchy  altogether  ex- 
tinguifhed  in  England,  by  the  death  of  the  three 
perfons  already  named  in  the  bill  of  fucceflion. 
The  lords  infilled  upon  their  amendments,  and 
feveral  fruitlefs  conferences  were  held  between  the 
two  houfes.  At  length  the  bill  was  dropped  for 
the  prefent,  in  confequence  of  an  event  which  in  a 
great  meafure  diffipated  the  fears  of  a  popiih  fuccef- 
ibr.  This  was  the  delivery  of  the  princefs  Anne, 
who,  on  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  July,  brought 
forth  a  fon,  chriflened  by  the  name  of  William, 
and  afterwards  created  duke  of  Gloucefler. 

In  the  midil  of  thefe  domeftic  difputes,  William 
did  not  neglect  the  affairs  of  the  continent.  He 
retained  all  his  former  influence  in  Holland,  as  his 
countrymen  had  reafon  to  confide  in  his  repeated 
aflurances  of  inviolable  affection.  The  great 
icheme  which  he  had  projected  of  a  confederacy 
againft  France,  began  at  this  period  to  take  effect. 
The  princes  of  the  empire  aiTembled  in  the  diet, 
Iblemnly  exhorted  the  emperor  to  declare  war 
againil  the  French  king,  who  had  committed 
numberlefs  infractions  of  the  treaties  of  Munfter, 
Ofnabrug,  Nimeguen,  and  the  truce,  invaded  their 
country  without  provocation,  and  evinced  himfelf 
an  inveterate  enemy  of  the  holy  Roman  empire. 
They  therefore  befought  his  imperial  ma  jelly  to 
conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Turks,  who  had 
offered  advantageous  terms,  and  come  to  an  open 
rupture  with  Lewis  ;  in  which  cale,  they  would  con- 
fider  it  as  a  war  of  the  empire,  and  fupport  their 
head  in  the  mod  effectual  manner.  The  flates- 
general  publimed  a  declaration  againft  the  common 
enemy,  taxing  him  with  manifold  infractions  of  the  , 
treaty  of  commerce  •,  with  having  involved  the 
fubjects  of  the  republic  in  the  periecution  which  he 
had  railed  againil  the  proteftants  j  with  having  ca- 
X  4  joled 
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.  c,  1(589.  joled  and  infuked  them  with  deceitful  promifes  and 
infolent  threats-,  with  having  plundered  and  op- 
prefTed  the  Dutch  merchants  and  traders  in  France; 
and  finally,  with  having  declared  war  againft  the 
{bates,  without  any  plauiible  reafon  afligned.     The 
elector  of  Brandenburgh  denounced  war  againft 
France,  as  a  power  whofc  perfidy,  cruelty,  and  am- 
bition, it  was  the  duty  of  every  prince  to  oppofe. 
The  marquis  De  Caftanaga  governor  of  the  Spanifh 
Netherlands,  iflued  a  counter-declaration  to  that 
of  Lewis,  who  had  declared  againft  his  mafter.   He 
$ccufed  the  French  king  of  having  laid  wafte  the 
empire,  without  any  regard  to  the  obligations  of 
religion  and  humanity,  or  even  to  the  laws  of  war; 
of  having  countenanced  the  moft  barbarous  acts  of 
cruelty  and  opprefiion  -,  and  of  having  intrigued 
with  the  enemies  of  Chrift  for  the  deltruction  of 
the  empire.      The  emperor  negociated  an  alliance 
offenfive   and  defenfive,  with  the  ftates-general, 
binding  the  contracting  parties  to  co-operate  with 
their  whole  power  againft  France  and  her  allies, 
It  was  ftipulated,  that  neither  fide  Ihould  engage 
in  a  feparate  treaty,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever : 
that  no  peace  mould  be  admitted,  until  the  treaties 
of  Weftphalia,     Olhabrug,     Munfter,     and    the 
Pyrenees,  mould   have  been  vindicated  :  that  in 
cafe   of  a  negotiation   for   a  peace  or  truce,  the 
tranfactions  on  both  fides  Ihould  be  communicated 
bona  fide ;  and  that  Spain  and  England  mould  be 
invited  to  accede  to  the  treaty.      In  a  feparate 
article,  the  contracting  powers  agreed,  that  in  cafe 
pf  the  SpaniHi   king's  dying  without  ifiue,    the 
ftates-general   mould  aflift  the  emperor  with  all 
their  forces  to  take  pofleflion  of  that  monarchy : 
That  they  fhould  uie  their  friendly  endeavours  with 
the  princes  electors  their  allies,  towards  elevating 
his  ion  Jofeph  to  the  dignity  of  king  of  the  Ro- 
mans,   and    employ   their    utmoft  force  againft 

France, 
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France,  mould  ihe  attempt  to  oppofe  his  eleva-  A.c.i6s9. 
tion. 

William,  who  was  the  foul  of  this  confederacy,  wardrc1*- 
found   no  difficulty  in   pcrfuading   the  Englifh  to  £dj^in* 
undertake   a  war  againit  their  old    enemies  and 
rivals.       On    the    iixteenth   day  of  April,  Mr. 
Hambden  made  a  motion  for  taking  intoconfide- 
ration  the   ftate  of  the  kingdom  with  rcfpect  to 
France,  and  foreign  alliances  -,  and  the  commons 
unanimouQy  refolved,    that   in   cafe    his    majefty 
fhould  think  fit  to  engage  in  a  war  with  France, 
they  would,  in  a  parliamentary  way,  enable  him  to 
carry  it  on  with  vigour.     An  addrefs  was  immedi- 
ately drawn  up,  and  prefented  to  the  king,  defir- 
ing  he  would  ferioufly  confider  the  deftructive  me- 
thods taken   of  late  years  by  the  French  king, 
againft  the  trade,  quiet,  and  intereft  of  the  nation, 
particularly  his  prelent  invafion  of  Ireland,  and  fup- 
porting  the  rebels  in  that  kingdom.     They  did  not 
doubt  but  the  alliances  already  made,  with  fuch  as 
might  hereafter   be    concluded    by   his   majeily, 
would  be  fufficient  to  reduce  the  French  king  to 
fuch  a  condition,  that  it  fhould  not  be  in  his  power 
to  violate  the  peace  of  Chriitendom  -,  nor  prejudice 
the  trade  and  profperity  of  England  :  in  the  mean 
time  they  affured,  his  majefty  he  might  depend  upon 
the  afiiftance  of  his  parliament,  according  to  the 
vote  which  had  patted  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
This  was  a  welcome  addrefs  to  king  William,  who 
afiured  them  that  no  part  of  the   fupplies  which 
they  might  grant  for  the  profecution  of  the  war, 
fhould  be  milapplied  ;  and,  on  the  feventhdayof 
May,  he  declared  war  againit  the  French  monarch. 
On  this  occafion  Lewis  was  charged  with  having 
ambitioufly  invaded  the  territories  of  the  emperor, 
and  denounced  war  againft  the  allies  of  England, 
in  violation  of  the  treaties  confirmed  under  the 
guaranty  of  the  Englifh  crown ;  wich  having  en- 
croached 
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A.  c.  1689.  croached  upon  the  fifhery  of  Newfoundland,  invad- 
ed the  Caribbee  iflands,  taken  forcible  pofleffion 
of  New  York  and  Hudibn's-bay,  made  depredations 
on  the  Englifh  at  fea,  prohibited  the  importation 
of  Englifli  manufadtures,  difputed  the  right  of  the 
flag,  perfecuted  many  Englilh  fubjeclis  on  account 
of  religion,  contrary  toexprefs  treaties  and  the  law 
of  nations;  and  fent  an  armament  to  Ireland,  in 
fupport  of  the  rebels  of  that  kingdom. 

Having  thus  defcribed  the  progrefs  of  the  revolu- 
tion  in  England,  ws  mail  now  briefly  explain  the 
^™^ntheof  meafures  that  were  proiecuted  in  Scotland,  towards 
AikeofHa-  the  eflablifhment  of  William  on  the  throne  of  that 
miitun  is  kingdom.  The  meeting  of  the  Scottifh  conven- 

chofen  pre-       .      P  rjr-ir  IT  r-n.ni 

fidem.  tion  was  hxed  tor  the  fourteenth  day  or  March  -, 
and  both  parties  employed  all  their  intereft  to  in- 
fluence the  election  of  members.  The  duke  of 
Hamilton,  and  all  the  prefbyterians,  declared  for 
William.  The  duke  of  Gordon  maintained  the 
caftle  of  Edinburgh  for  his  old  mailer ;  but,  as  he 
had  neglected  to  lay  in  a  (tore  of  provifions,  he  de- 
pended entirely  upon  the  citizens  for  fubiiftence. 
The  partizans  of  James  were  headed  by  the  earl 
of  Balcarras  and  Graham,  vifcount  Dundee,  who 
employed  their  endeavours  to  preferve  union  among 
the  individuals  of  their  party  ;  to  confirm  the  duke 
of  Gordon,  who  began  to  waver  in  his  attachment 
to  their  fovereign ;  and  to  manage  their  intrigues 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  derive  ibme  advantage  to 
their  caufe  from  the  transitions  of  the  eniuing 
feflion.  When  the  lords  and  commons  aflfembled 
at  Edinburgh,  the  bifhop  of  that  diocefe,  who  of- 
ficiated as  chaplain  to  the  convention,  prayed  for 
the  reftoration  of  king  James.  The  firft  difpute 
turned  upon  the  choice  of  a  prefident.  The  friends 
of  the  late  king  fet  up  the  marquis  of  Athol,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  duke  of  Hamilton  -,  but  this  laft 
was  elecled  by  a  coniriderable  majority  j  and  a  good 

number 
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number  of  the  other  party  finding  their  caufe  the  A  c<  IoS9" 
weakeft,  deferted  it  from  that  moment.  The  earls 
of  Lothian  and  Tweedale  were  fent  as  deputies,  to 
require  the  duke  of  Gordon,  in  the  name  of  the 
eftates,  to  quit  the  cadle  in  four  and  twenty  hours, 
and  leave  the  charge  of  it  to  the  proteftant  officer 
next  in  command.  The  duke,  though  in  himfelf 
irrefolute,  was  animated  by  Dundee  to  demand 
fuch  conditions  as  the  convention  would  not  grant. 
The  negotiation  proving  ineffectual,  the  eitates 
ordered  the  heralds,  in  all  their  formalities,  to  fum- 
mon  him  to  furrender  the  caftle  immediately,  on 
pain  of  incurring  the  penalties  of  high  treafon  ;  and 
he  refufing  to  obey  their  mandate,  was  proclaimed 
a  traitor.  All  perfons  were  forbid,  under  the  fame 
penalties,  to  aid,  fuccour,  or  correfpond  with  him  i 
and  the  caftle  was  blocked  up  by  the  troops  of  the 
city. 

Next  day  an  exprefs  arrived  from  London,  with  Letters  t. 
a  letter  from  king  William  to  the  ftates ;  and  at the  c°nven' 

i        r  •  i  r  T  r  J   uon  from 

the  lame  time,  another  from  James  was  prelented,  king  wu- 
by  one  Crane,  an  Englilh  domeftic  of  the  abdi-  j[?" 
cated  queen.  William  obferved  that  he  had  called 
a  meeting  of  their  eftates,  at  the  defire  of  the  no- 
bility and  gentry  of  Scotland  affembled  at  London, 
who  requefted  that  he  would  take  upon  himfelf 
the  adminiitration  of  their  affairs.  He  exhorted 
them  to  concert  meafures  for  fettling  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom  upon  a  folid  foundation  ;  and  to  lay 
afide  animofities  and  factions,  which  ferved  only  to 
impede  that  falutary  fettlement.  He  profefled 
himfelf  fen fible  of  the  good  effects  that  would  arife 
from  an  union  of  the  two  kingdoms ;  and  aflured 
them  he  would  ufe  his  bed  endeavours  to  pro- 
mote fuch  a  coalition.  A  committee  being  appoint- 
ed to  draw  up  a  refpectful  anlwer  to  thefe  affurances, 
a  debate  enfued  about  the  letter  from  the  late  king 
James,  which  they  refolved  to  favour  with  a  read- 
2  ing, 
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A.C.  1689.  jng,  after  the  members  mould  have  fubfcribed  an 
act,  declaring,  that  notwithftandlng  any  thing  that 
might  be  contained  in  the  letter  for  diifolving  the 
convention,  or  impeding  their  procedure,     tney 
were  a  free  and  lawful  meeting  of  the  ftates,  and 
would  continue  undiffolved,  until  they  mould  have 
fettled  and  fecured  the  proteftant  religion,  the  go- 
vernment,   laws,   and  liberties  of  the   kingdom. 
Having  taken  this  precaution,  they  proceeded  to 
examine  the  letter  of  their  late  fovereign,  who  con- 
jured them  to  fupport  his  intereft  as  faithful  fub- 
jects,  and  eternize  their  names  by  a  loyalty  fuitable 
to  their  former  profefilons.     He  faid  he  would  not 
fail  to  give  them  fuch  fpeedy  and  powerful  aflif- 
tance  as  would  enable  them  to  defend  themfelves 
from  any  foreign  attempt ;  and  even  to  aflert  his 
right  againft  thofe  enemies  who  had  deprefled  it 
by  the  blackeft  ufurpations  and  unnatural  attempts, 
which  the  Almighty  God  would  not  allow  to  pals 
unpunimed.     He  offered  pardon  to  all  thofe  who 
fhould  return  to  their  duty  before  the  laft  day  of 
the  month;  and  threatened  to  punifh  rigoroufly 
fuch  as  mould  ftand  out  in  rebellion  againft  him 
and  his  authority. 

This  addrefs  produced  very  little  effect  in  favour 
of  the  unfortunate  exile,  whofe  friends  were  greatly 
outnumbered  in  this  afTembly.  His  meiTenger  was 
ordered  into  cuftody,  and  afterwards  difmiffed  with 
a  pafs  inftead  of  an  anfwer.  James  forefeeing  this 
contempt,  had,  by  an  inftrument  dated  in  Ireland, 
authorised  the  archbifhop  of  Glafgow,  the  earl  of 
Balcarras,  and  the  vifcount  Dundee,  to  call  a  con- 
vention of  the  eftates  at  Stirling.  Thefe  three  de- 
pended on  the  intereft  of  the  marquis  of  Athol  and 
the  carl  of  Mar,  who  profefled  the  warmeft  affec- 
tion for  the  late  king  -,  and  they  hoped  a  feceffion 
of  their  friends  would  embarrafs  the  convention, 
io  as  to  retard  the  fettlement  of  king  William. 
I  Their 
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Their  expectations,  however,  were  difappointed.  A- 
Athol  deferted  their  caufe  -,  Mar  fuffered  himfelf 
to  be  intercepted  in  his  retreat ;  the  reft  of  their 
party  were,  by  the  vigilance  of  the  duke  of  Hamil- 
ton, prevented  from  leaving  the  convention,  ex- 
cept the  vifcount  of  Dundee,  who  retreated  to  the 
mountains  with  about  fifty  horfe,  and  was  purfued 
by  order  of  the  eftates.  This  defign  being  fruf- 
trated,  the  convention  approved  and  recognized 
by  a  folemn  a<5t,  the  conduct  of  the  nobility  and 
gentlemen  who,  had  intreated  the  king  of  England 
to  take  upon  him  the  adminiflration.  They  ac- 
knowledged their  obligation  to  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  had  prevented  the  deftrudlion  of  their 
laws,  religion,  and  fundamental  conftitution :  they 
befought  his  highnefs  to  aflume  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment for  that  kingdom  :  they  ifiued  a  proclama- 
tion, requiring  all  perfons,  from  lixteen  to  fixty,  to 
be  in  readineis  to  take  arms  when  called  upon  for 
that  purpofe  :  they  conferred  the  command  of  their 
horfe-militia  upon  Sir  Patrick  Hume,  who  was  at- 
tainted for  having  been  concerned  in  Argyle's  in- 
furrection  :  they  levied  eight  hundred  men  for  a 
guard  to  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  conflituted 
the  earl  of  Leven  their  commander  :  they  put  the 
militia  all  over  the  kingdom  into  the  hands  of  thofr. 
on  whom  they  could  rely  :  they  created  the  earl  of 
Mar  governor  of  Stirling-caftle  :  they  received  a 
reinforcement  of  five  regiments  from  England> 
under  the  command  of  Mackay,  whom"  they  ap- 
pointed their  general  •,  and  they  ifllied  orders  for 
fecuring  all  difaffedted  perfons.  Then  they  dif- 
patched  lorJRofs,  with  an  anfwer  to  king  William's 
letter,  profefling  their  gratitude  to  their  deliverer, 
congratulating  him  upon  his  fuccefs,  thanking  him 
for  afluming  the  adminiftration  of  their  affairs,  and 
aflembling  a  convention  of  their  eftates  declaring 
they  would  take  effectual  and  fpeedy  meafures  for 

fecuring 
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A.  c.i «8 9. (ecu ring  the  proteftant  religion,  as  well  as  for  efta- 
bliming  the  government,  laws,  and  liberties  of 
the  kingdom ;  alluring  him  they  would,  as  much 
as  lay  in  their  power,  avoid  difputes  and  animofi- 
ties  •,  and  defiring  the  continuance  of  his  majefty's 
care  and  protection. 

Th^  vote        After  the  departure  of  lord  Rofs?  they  appoint- 
thecrowH    e<j  a  committee,  confiflinsr  of  eight  lords,  eight 

vacant,  artf    ,      -     ,  ,  ~ 

pafs  an  aft  knights,  and  as  many   burgenes,   to  prepare  the 
of  f«tie-     t)ian  of  2,  new  fettlement ;  but  this  feiblution  was 

irent  in  fa-  i  •    i  .  .,    .  ,. 

vourofwa-not  taken  without  a  vigorous  oppoiition  from 
liam  and  fome  remaining  adherents  of  the  late  king,  headed 
by  the  archbimop  of  Glafgow,  all  the  other  prelates, 
except  he  of  Edinburgh,  having  already  deferted 
the  convention.  After  warm  debates,  the  com- 
mittee agreed  in  the  following  vote.  "  The  eftates 
*c  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  find  and  declare,  That 
"  king  James  VII.  being  a  profeffed  papift,  did 
*'  afTunje  the  royal  power,  and  act  as  a  king, 
"  without  ever  taking  the  oath  required  by  law  5 
"  and  had,  by  the  advice  of  evil  and  wicked  coun- 
"  fellors,  invaded  the  fundamental  confutation  of 
<c  this  kingdom,  and  altered  it  from  a  legal  and  li- 
"  mited  monarchy,  to  an  arbitrary  defpotic  power  ;- 
"  and  governed  the  fame  to  the  fubverfion  of  the 
"  proreftant  religion,  and  violation  of  the  laws  and 
''liberties  of  the  nation,  inverting  all  the  ends  of 
"  government ;  whereby  he  had  forfaulted  the 
"  right  of  the  crown,  and  the  throne  was  become  va- 
"  cant."  When  this  vote  was  reported,  the  bifhop 
of  Edinburgh  argued  ftrenuoufly  againft  it,  as  corf- 
taining  a  charge,  of  which  the  king  was  innocent; 
and  he  propofed  that  his  majefty  mould  be  invited 
to  return  to  his  Scottim  dominions.  All  his  argu- 
ments were  defeated  or  over-ruled  ;  the  houfe  con- 
firmed the  vote,  which  was  immediately  enacted 
into  a  law  by  a  great  majority.  The  lord  prefident 
declared  the  throne  vacant,  and  propofed  that  it 

might- 
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might  be  filled  with  William  and  Mary,  king  and  A- c- 1689* 
queen  of  England.  The  committee  was  ordered 
to  prepare  an  a<5t  for  fettling  the  crown  upon  their 
majefties,  together  with  an  inftrument  of  govern- 
ment for  lecuring  the  fubjects  from  the  grievances 
under  which  they  laboured. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  this  aft,  with  the  ^J*^ 
conditions  of  inheritance,  and  the  inftrument,  were  miffionersto 
reported,  confidered,  unanimouHy  approved,  and  ™k0ef *££ 
folemnly  proclaimed  at  the  market  crofs  of  Edin- crown  to 
burgh,  in  prefence  of  the  lord  prefident,   afiifted  ^o«T' 
by  the  lord  provoft  and  magiftracy  of  the  city,  the«^«iton 
duke  of  Queenfbury,   the  marquiffes  of  Athol  and  ^°^' 
Douglafs,  together  with  a  great  number  of  the  no-  prop«fe. 
bility  and  gentry.     At  the  fame  time   they  pub- 
lifhed  another  proclamation,  forbidding  all  perfons 
to  acknowledge,  obey,  afiift,  or   correfpond  with 
the  late  king  James  •,  or  by  word,  writing,  or  fer- 
mon,  to  difpute  or  diibvvn  the  royal  authority  of    . 
king  William  and  queen  Mary,  or  to  mifconftrue 
the  proceedings  of  the  eftates,  or  create  jealoufies 
or  mifappre hen  (ions  with  regard   to  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  the  government,  on  pain  of  incurring  the 
molt  fevere  penalties.     T  hen,   having  fettled  the 
coronation- oath,  they  granted  a  commiffion  to  the 
earl  of  Argyle  for  the  lords,  Sir  James  Montgo- 
mery for  the  knights,  and  Sir  John  Dalrymple  for 
the  boroughs,  impowering  them  to  repair  to  Lon- 
don, and  inveft  their  majefties  with  the  goverment. 
This    affair  being  difcufled,    the  convention    ap- 
pointed a  committee   to  take  care  of  the  public 
peace,    and  adjourned   to  the  twenty-firft  day  of 
May.     On   the  eleventh  day  of  that  month,  the 
Scottim  commiffioners  being  introduced  to  their 
majefties  at  Whitehall,  prefented  firft  a  preparatory 
letter   from  the    eftates,    then  the   inftrument  of 
government,  with  a  paper  containing  a  rcchil  of 

the 
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A.  c.  i629,  tne  grievances  of  the  nation  ;  and  an  addrefs,  dc^ 
firing  his  majefty  to  convert  the  convention  into  a 
parliament.  The  king  having  gracioufly  promifed 
to  concur  with  them  in  all  juft  meafures  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  kingdom,  the  coronation-oath  was 
tendered  to  their  majeities  by  the  earl  of  Argyle, 
As  it  contained  a  claufe,  importing,  that  they 
fhould  root  out  herefy,  the  king  declared,  that  he 
did  not  mean  by  theie  words,  that  he  mould  be 
under  an  obligation  to  act  as  a  perfecutor:  the 
commiflloners  replying,  that  fuch  was  not  the 
meaning  or  import  of  the  oath,  he  defired  them, 
and  others  prefent,  to  bear  witnefs  to  the  exception 
he  had  made. 

Enomerati-       In  the  mean  time,  lord  Dundee  exerted  himfelf 

on  of  their  with  uncommon  activity  in  behalf  of  his  mafter. 

TheVcon"  He  had  been  fummoned  by  a  trumpet  to  return  to 
^g  convention  •,  but  refufed  to  obey  the  citation, 
on  pretence  that  the  Whigs  had  made  an  attempt 
f  Ha-  uPon  ™s  life  »  anc^  tnat  tne  deliberations  of  the 
eftatcs  were  influenced  by  the  neighbourhood  of 
~  Engliih  troops,  under  the  command  of  Mackay. 
He  was  forthwith  declared  a  fugitive,  outlaw,  and 
rebel.  He  was  rancoroufly  hated  by  the  prefbyte- 
rians,  on  whom  he  had  exercifed  fome  cruelties, 
as  an  officer  under  the  former  government ;  and 
for  this  reafon  the  ftates  refolved  to  inflict  upon 
him  exemplary  punimment.  Parties  were  detach- 
ed in  purfuit  of  him  and  Balcarras.  This  laft  fell 
into  their  hands,  and  was  committed  to  a  com- 
mon prifon  ;  but  Dundee  fought  his  way  through 
the  troops  that  furrounded  him,  and  eicaped  to 
the  Highlands,  where  he  determined  to  take  arms 
in  favour  of  James,  though  that  prince  had  forbid 
him  to  make  any  attempt  of  that  nature,  until  he 
fhould  receive  a  reinforcement  from  Ireland.  While 
this  officer  was  employed  in  aflembling  the  clans 

of 
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cf  his  party,  king  William  appointed  the  duke  of  A  ^  l68?« 
Hamilton  commiflioner  to  the  convention-parlia- 
ment. The  pod  of  fecretary  for  Scotland  was  be- 
flowed  upon  lord  Melvil,  a  weak  and  fervile  noble- 
man, who  had  taken  refuge  in  Holland  from  the 
violences  of  the  late  reigns  :  but  the  king  depend- 
ed chiefly  for  advice  upon  Dalrymple  lord  Stair, 
prefident  of  the  college  of  juftice,  an  old  crafty  fana- 
tic, who  for  fifty  years  had  complied  in  all  things 
with  all  governments.  Tho'  thefe  were  rigid  prefby- 
terians,  the  king,  to  humour  the  oppofite  party, 
admitted  ibme  individuals  of  the  epifcopal  nobility 
to  the  council-board  ;  and  this  intermixture,  in- 
ftead  of  allaying  animofities,  ferved  only  to  fow  the 
feeds  of  difcord  and  confufion.  The  Scottifh  con- 
vention, in  their  detail  of  grievances,  enumerated 
the  lords  of  the  articles  •,  the  ad  of  parliament  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.  by  which  the  king's  fupre- 
macy  was  raifed  fo  high  that  he  could  prefcribe  any 
mode  of  religion  according  to  his  phafure ;  and  the 
fuperiority  of  any  office  in  the  church,  above  that 
of  prefbyters.  The  king,  in  his  inftructions  to 
the  lord  ccmmifiioner,  contented  to  a  regulation  of 
the  lords  of  the  articles,  though  he  would  not  al- 
low the  inftitution  to  be  abrogated :  he  was  con- 
tented that  the  act  relating  to  the  king's  fupremacy 
fhould  be  refcinded  ;  and  that  the  church -govern- 
ment mould  be  eilablifhed  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
would  be  mod  agreeable  to  the  inclinations  of  the 
people. 

On  the  feventeenth  day  of  June,  duke  Hamil- Prelacy  »bo- 
ton  opened  the  Scottifh  parliament,   after  the  con-  |j£tci^ng. 
vention  had  aflumed  this  name,  in  confluence  of  do™ 
an  aft  patted  by  his  rnajefty's  direction  :  but  the  JJj^JjJJ 
members   in    general    were    extremely  chngrined  wh^the 
when  they  found  the  commiflioners  fo  much  re-JJj" 
ftricted  in  the  affair  of  the   lords  of  the  articles, 

N°  77.  Y  which 
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A. c.  1689.  which  they  confidered  as  their  chief  grievance*. 
The  king  permitted  that  the  eftates  mould  chufe 
the  lords  by  their  own  fuffrages ;  and  that  they 
mould  be  at  liberty  to  reconfider  any  fubject  v/hich 
the  laid  lords  might  reject.  He  afterwards  indulg- 
ed the  three  eftates  with  the  choice  of  eleven  dele- 
gates each,  for  this  committee,  to  be  elected  monthly, 
or  oftener,  if  they  mould  think  fit ;  but  even  thefe 
conceffions  proved  unfitisfactory,  while  the  inftitu- 
tion  itfelf  remained.  Their  difcontents  were  not 
even  appeafed  by  the  patting  of  an  act,  aboliming 
prelacy.  Indeed  their  refentment  was  inflamed  by 
another  confideration  :  naively,  that  of  the  king's 
having  given  feats  in  the  council  to  fome  indivi- 
duals attached  to  the  hierarchy.  They  manifefted 
their  fentiments  on  this  fubject  by  bringing  in  a  bill, 
excluding  from  any  public  truft-,  place,  or  employ- 
ment, under  their  majefties,  all  fuch  as  had  been 
concerned  in  the  encroachments  of  the  late  reign, 
or  had  difcovered  difaffection  to  the  late  happy 
change  j  or  in  any  way  retarded  or  obftructed  the 
defigns  of  the  conveation.  This  meafure  was  pro- 
fecuted  with  great  warmth  ;  and  the  bill  pafied 
through  all  the  forms  of  the  houfe,  but  proved  in- 
eifeftual  for  want  of  the  royal  aflent. 

violent  djf-  N0r  were  they  lefs  obftinate  in  the  affair  of  the 
SeottilhpV- judges,  whom  the  king  had  ventured  to  appoint 
Haaent.  by  virtue  of  his  own  prerogative.  The  malcon- 

•  The  lords  of  the  articles,  by  the  ftate  as  fupernumeraries,   conftituted 

gradual  ufurpation  of  the  crown,  ac-  the  lords  of  the  articles.     This  com- 

ti'.aly  conftituted  a  grievance  into'er-  mittee  pofTefied  the  fole  exclulive  right 

able  in  a  free  nation.     The  king  im-  and  liberty  of  bringing  in  motions, 

powered  the  ccmmiflioners   to  chufe  making  overtures  for  redreffing  wrongs, 

eight  bJftops,  whom  he  author^  to  and  propofmg  means  and  expedients 

nomi  ate  eight  noblemen :    thefe  to-  for  th-  relief,  fafety,  and  benefit  of 

gether  chofe  eight  barons,    and   eight  the    fubjecls.      Proce .-dings    of    the 

burgefle;  ;   and   this  whole  number,  Scots  parliament  vindicated. 
ift  conjunftion  with  the  officers  of 

tents 
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tents  brought  in  a  bill,  declaring  the  bench  vacant  A>c- 1689- 
as   it  was   at   the  Federation  ;  averting  their  own 
right  to  examine  and  approve  thofe  w-ho  fhould  be 
appointed  to  fill   it  :    providing,  that  if  in  time  to 
come,  any  fuch  total  vacancy  fhould  occur,  the  no- 
mination fliould  be  in  the  king,  or  queen,  or  regent 
for  the  time  being,   and  the  parliament  retain  the 
right  of  approbation ;  and  that  ail  the  claufes  in 
the  feveral  ads  relating  to  the  admiflion  of  the  or- 
dinary lords  of  frflion,   and  their  qualifications  for 
that  office,  mould  be  ratified  and  confirmed  for  per- 
petual obfervation      Such  was  the  intereft  of  this 
party,  that  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  great  majority, 
notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  the  minifters,  who 
refolved  to  maintain  the  king's  nomination,   even 
in  defiance  of  a  parliamentary  refolution.    The  ma- 
jority, exafperated   at  this  open  .violation  of  their 
privileges,  forbad  the  judges  whom  the  king  had 
appointed,  to  open   thfir  commifJions,    or  hold  a 
feffion  until  his  majefty's  further  pleafure  mould  be 
known  :  on  the  oiher  hand,  they  were  compelled 
to  acl:  by  the  menaces  of  the  privy  council.      The 
difpute  was  carried  on  wiih  great  acrimony  on  both 
fides,  and  produced  fuch  a  fermenr,  that  bef /re  the 
fefTion  opened,  the  minaftry  thought  proper  to  draw 
a  great  number  of  forces  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
Edinburgh,  to  fupport  the  judges  in  the  cxercile  of 
their  functions. 

The  lord-corn miflloner,  alarmed  at  this  fcene  of  a^rhe" 
tumult:  and  confufion,  adjourned  the  houfe  till  the  V™™?,'!'. 
eighth  day  of  October;  a  ften,  which  added  to  thet/aneePre- 

i  r  r    I  r    i  fented  to 

other  unpopular  meafures  or  the  court,  mcenled  the  the  king, 
oppofition  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  drew  up  a  re- 
monftrance  to  the  king,  complaining  of  this  ad- 
journment while  the  nation  was  yet  unfetded,  re- 
capitulating the  ftveral  inftanresin  which  they  had 
expreffcd  their  zeal  and  affcftion  for  his  majefty, 
explaining  their  reafons  for  diflentins  from  the  mi- 
Y  2  niftry 
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A.C.  1689.  niftry  in  fame  articles ;  befeeching  him  to  confider 
what  they  had  reprefented ;  to  give  his  royal  affene 
to  the  ads  of  parliament  which  they  had  prepared, 
and  take  meafures  for  redrefllng  all  the  other  grie- 
vances of  the  nation.  This  addrefs  was  prefented 
to  the  king  at  Hampton-Court;  and  he  was  fo 
touched  with  the  reproaches  it  implied,  as  if  he  had 
not  fulfilled  the  conditions  on  which  he  accepted 
the  crown  of  Scotland,  that  he,  in  his  own  vindi- 
cation, publifhed  his  inftructions  to  the  commif- 
fioner  ;  and  by  thefe  it  appeared,  that  the  duke 
might  have  proceeded  to  greater  lengths  in  oblig- 
ing his  countrymen.  Before  the  adjournment, 
however,  the  parliament  had  granted  the  revenue 
for  life  •,  and  raifed  money  for  maintaining  a  body 
of  forces,  as  well  as  for  fupporting  the  incidental 
expence  of  the  government  for  fome  months ;  yet 
part  of  the  troops  in  that  kingdom  were  fupplied 
and  fub fitted  by  the  adminiflration  of  England.  In 
confequence  of  thefe  difputes  in  the  Scottifn  parlia- 
ment, their  church  was  left  without  any  fettjed 
form  of  government;  for,  though  the  hierarchy 
was  abolimed,  the  prefbyterian  difcipline  was  not 
yet  eftablimed,  and  ecclefiaftical  affairs  were  occa- 
iionally  regulated  by  the  privy-council,  deriving 
'its  authority  from  that  very  a<Tt  of  fupremacy, 
which,  according  to  the  claim  of  rights,  ought 
to  have  been  repealed. 

Tfcfca-ft!e        The  feffion  was  no  fooner  adjourned,  than  Sir 
b«t^K«-    John  Lanier  converted  the  blockade  of  Edinburgh 
fiegedand     caftls  into  a  regular  fiege,   which  was  profecuted 
taken.        with  fuch  vigour,  that  in  a  little  time  the  fortifica- 
tions were  ruined,  and  the  works  advanced  to  the 
foot  of  the  walls,  in  which  the  befiegers  had  made 
feveral  large  breaches.     The  duke  of  Gordon  find- 
ing his  ammunition  expended,  his  defences  deftroy- 
ed,  his  intelligence  entirely  cut  off,  and  defpairing 
of  relief  from  the  adherents  of  his  maiier,  dcfired 

to 
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to  capitulate,  and  obtained  very  favourable  terms  A>  c-  1C8»* 
for  his  g'.irrifon  ;  but,  he  would  not  ftipulate  any 
conditions  for  himfelf,  declaring,  that  he  had  fo 
much  refpeft  for  ail  the  princes  defcended  from 
king  James  VI.  that  he  would  not  affront  any  of 
them  fo  far  as  to  infift  upon  terms  for  his  own  par- 
ticular •,  he  therefore,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  June, 
furrendered  the  caftle  and  himfelf  at  difcretion. 
All  the  hopes  of  James  and  his  party  were  now 
concentred  in  the  vifcount  of  Dundee,  who  had 
affembled  a  body  of  Highlanders,  and  refolved  to 
attack  Mackay,  on  an  affurance  he  had  received  by 
meflage,  that  the  regiment  of  Scottifh  dragoons 
would  defert  that  officer,  and  join  him  in  the  ac- 
tion. Mackay  having  received  intimation  of  this 
defign,  decamped  immediately,  and  by  long  marches 
retired  before  Dundee,  until  he  was  reinforced  by 
Ramfey's  dragoons,  and  another  regiment  of  Kng- 
lifh  infantry  i  then  he  faced  about,  and  Dundee  in 
his  turn  retreated  into  Lochaber.  Lord  Murray, 
fon  of  the  marquis  of  Athol,  afTembled  his  vafTals 
to  the  number  of  twelve  hundred  men  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  regency  ;  but  he  was  betrayed  by  one 
of  his  own  dependants,  who  feized  the  caftle  of 
Blair  for  Dundee,  and  prevailed  upon  the  Athol 
men  to  difperfe  rather  than  fight  againft  James 
their  lawful  fovereign. 

The  vifcount  was  by  this  time  reduced  to  great  Thetroo  ( 
difficulty  and  diftrefs.     His  m?n  had  not  for  many  of  kin^1" 
weeks  tailed  bread  or  fait,  or  any  drink  but  water  :  ^d*™'le~ 
inftead  of  five   hundred   infantry,    three  hundred  Kiiiycran- 
horfe,  with  a  fupply  of  arms,  ammunition,    and  *"*' 
provifion,  which  James  had  promifed  to  fend  from 
Ireland,  he  received  a  reinforcement  of  three  hun- 
dred naked  recruits;  but,   the  tranfpons  with  the 
(lores  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englilh.     Though 
this  was  a  mortifying  difappomtment,  he  bore  it 
Y  3  without 
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A.  c.  1689.  without  repining  •,  and,  far  from  abandoning  him'' 
felf  to  defpair,  began  his  march  to  the  caftle  of 
Blair,  which  was  threa  ened  wirh  a  fiege  by  ge- 
neral Mackay.  When  he  reached  this  fortiefs,  he 
received  int-.lligence  that  the  enemy  had  entered  the 
pafs  of  KUlycrankie,  and  refolved  to  give  them 
battle  without  delay.  He  accordingly  advanced 
againft  them  ;  and  a  furious  engagement  enfued, 
though  it  was  not  of  long  duration.  The  High- 
landers having  received  and  returned  the  fire  of  the 
Englifh,  fell  in  among  thrm  fword  in  hand  with 
fuch  impetuoficy,  that  me  foot  were  utterly  broke 
in  feven  minutes.  The  dragoons  fled  at.thefirft 
charge  in  trie  utmcft  condensation  :  Dundee's  h or fe, 
not  -xceedingone  hundred,  broke  th rough Mackay's 
own  regiment.  The  earl  of  Dumbarton,  at  the  head 
of  a  few  volunteers,  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  artil- 
lery :  twelve  hundred  of  Mackay's  forces  were  kill- 
ed on  the  fpot,  five  hundred  taken  prifoners,  and 
the  relt  tied  with  great  precipitation  for  fome  hours, 
until  they  were  rallied  by  their  general,  who  was  an 
officer  of  approved  courage,  conduct,  and  expe- 
rience. Nothing  could  be  more  complete  or  de- 
cifive  than  the  victory  which  the  Highlanders  ob- 
tained ;  yet  it  was  dearly  purchafed  with  the  death 
of  their  beloved  chieftain  the  vifcount  of  Dundee, 
who  fell  by  a  random-mot  in  the  engagement,  and 
his  fate  produced  fuch  ccnfufion  in  the  army  as 
prevented  all  purfuit.  He  pcfiefled  an  enterprifing 
fpifit,  undaunted  courage,  inviolable  fidelity,  and 
was  peculiarly  qualified  to  command  the  people  who 
fought  under  his  banner.  Pie  was  the  life  and 
foul  of  that  caufe  which  he  efpoufed  ;  and  after  his 
death  it  daily  declined  into  ruin  and  difgrace.  He 
was  fuccerded  in  command  by  colonel  Cannon, 
who  landed  the  reinforcement  from  Ireland  ;  but, 
all  his  defig  is  mifcarried  :  fo  that  the  clans,  wearied 
with  repeated  misfortunes,  laid  down  their  arms 

by 
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by  degrees,  and  took  the  benefit  cf  a  pardon,  wh'ch  A>c-  As- 
king William  offered  to  thofe  who  mould  lubmit 
within  the  time  fpec'.fied  in  his  proclamation. 

After  this  (ketch  of  Scottifh  affairs,  it  will  be  K'ne  !•"»" 
neceffary  to  take  a  retrofpective  view  of  James,  and  c!,vd  bVe" 
relate  the  particulars  of  his  expedition  to  Ireland.  'iwFn-mk 
That  unfortunate  prince  and  his  queen  were  receiv- 
ed with  the  moft  cordial  hofpitaiity  by  the  French 
monarch,  who  afllgned  the  caftle  of  St.  Germain 
for  the  place  of  their  refider.ce,  fupported  their 
houfhold  with  great  magnificence,  enriched  them 
with  prefents,  and  undertook  to  re-eftablifh  them 
on  the  throne  of  England.  James,  however,  con- 
dufted  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  conveyed  no 
favourable  id.a  of  h:s  fpirit  and  underftanding.  He 
feemed  to  have  been  emafculated  by  religion  ;  he 
was  deferted  by  that  courage  and  magnanimity  for 
which  his  youth  had  been  diftinguimed.  He  did 
not  difcover  great  fenfibility  at  the  lofsof  his  king- 
dom. All  his  faculties  were  fwallowed  up  in  bi- 
gotry. Inftead  of  contriving  plans  for  retrieving 
his  crown,  he  held  conferences  with  the  jefuits  on 
topics  of  religion.  The  pity  which  his  misfortunes 
excited  in  Lewis  was  mingled  with  contempt.  The 
pope  fupplied  him  with  indulgences,  while  the  Ro- 
mans laughed  at  him  in  pafquinades.  *'  There  is  a 
"  pious  man,  faid  the  archbifhop  of  Rheims,  (iro- 
"  nicaily)  who  has  facnficed  three  crowns  for  a 
"  mate."  In  a  word,  he  fubjedted  himfelf  to  the 
ridicule  and  raillery  of  the  French  nation. 

All  the  hope  of  reafcending  the  Bntiih  throne  Tm-mnei 
depended  upon    his  friends  in    Scotland  and  Ire-  ^™J°j[£y 
land.     Tyrconnel,    who  commanded   in  this   la{l«wiiiia«. 
kingdom,  was  confirmed  in  his  attachment  to  James, 
by  thi  perfuafions  of  Hamilton,  who  had  under- 
taken for  his   iubmiflion  to  the  prince  of  Orange. 
Neverthelefs,  he  diiguifed  his  fenriments,  and  tern- 
Y  4  porized 
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*.c.  i63g.  porized  with  William,  until  James  (hould  be  able 
to  fupply  him  with  reinforcements  from  France, 
which  he  earneftly  follicited  by  private  melTiges. 
In  the  mean  time,  with  a  view  to  cajole  the  pro- 
teftants  of  Ireland,  and  amufe  king  William  with 
hope  cf  his  fubmiflion,  he  perfuaded  the  lord 
Mountjoy,  in  whom  the  proceftants  chitfly  confided, 
and  baron  Rice,  to  go  in  perfon  with  a  commimon 
to  James,  reprefenting  the  nec:-fiity  of  yielding  to 
the  times  ;  and  of  waiting  a  fitter  opportunity  to 
make  ufe  of  his  Irim  fubjeds.  Mountjoy,  on  his 
arrival  at  Paris,  inftead  of  being  favoured  with  an 
audience  by  James,  to  explain  the  reafons  which 
Tyrconnel  had  fuggefted  touching  the  inability  of 
Ireland  to  reftore  his  majefty,  was  committed  pri- 
foner  to  the  Baftile,  on  account  of  the  zeal  with 
which  he  had  efpoufed  the  proteftant  intereft.  Al- 
though Lev/is  v/as  fmcerely  difpofed  to  a/lift  James 
effectually,  his  intentions  were  obstructed  by  the 
difputes  of  his  miniftry.  Louvois  pofleffed  the 
chief  credit  in  council  j  but,  Seignelai  enjoyed  a 
greater  mare  of  perfonal  favour,  both  with  the  king 
and  madam  de  Maintenon.  To  this  nobleman, 
as  fecretary  for  marine  affairs,  James  made  his  chief 
application  ;  and  he  had  prornifed  the  command  cf 
the  troops  deftined  for  his  fervice,  to  Laufun, 
whom  Louvois  hated.  For  thefe  reafons  this  mi- 
nifter  thwarted  his  meafures,  and  retarded  the  af- 
fiftance  which  Lewis  had  promifed  towards  his  re- 
ftoratich. 

jamjar-        Yet,  notwithstanding  all  his  oppofition,  the  fuc- 
irlhnd       cours  were  prepared,  and  the  fleet  ready  to  put  to 
i>.a  by  the  latter  end  of  February.     The  French 
king  is  faid   to  have  offeree!  an  army  of  fifteen 
thoufand  natives  of  France  to  fcrve  in  this  expedi- 
tion ;  bur,  James  replied,  that  he  would  fucceed 
by  the  help  of  his  own  fubjeds,  or  perim  in  the 
3  attempt. 
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attempt.  Accordingly  he  contented  himfelf  with  *.  c-  «ts9. 
about  twelve  hundred  Britiih  fubje&s  *  and  a  good 
number  of  French  officers,  who  were  embarked  in 
the  fleet  at  Breft,  confifting  of  fourteen  fhips  of 
the  line,  feven  frigates,  three  fire-fhips,  with  a 
good  number  of  tranfpons.  The  French  king 
alfo  fuppiied  him  v/ith  a  confiderable  quantity  off 
arms  for  the  ufe  of  his  adherents  in  Ireland  ;  ac- 
commodated him  with  a  large  fum  of  money,  fu- 
perb  equipages,  ftore  of  plate,  and  neceffaries  of  all 
kinds  for  the  camp  and  the  houfhold.  At  parting, 
he  prefented  him  with  his  own  cuirafs,  and  em- 
bracing him  affectionately,  "  The  belt  thing  I 
46  can  wifli  you  (faid  he)  is  that  I  may  never  lee 
"  you  again."  On  the  feventh  day  of  March. 
James  embarked  at  Bred,  together  with  the  count 
D'Avaux,  who  accompanied  him  in  quality  of  am- 
bafiador,  and  his  principal  officers.  He  was  de- 
tained in  the  harbour  by  contrary  winds  till  the 
feventeenth  day  of  the  month,  when  he  fet  fail,  and 
on  the  twenty-fecond  landed  at  Kinfale  in  Ireland. 
By  this  time,  king  William  perceiving  himfelf 
amuled  by  Tyrconnel,  had  pubhihed  a  declaration, 
requiring  the  Irifli  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
fubmit  to  the  new  government.  On  the  twenty- 
fecond  day  of  February,  thirty  fhips  of  war  had 
been  put  in  commiffion,  and  the  command  of  them 
conferred  upon  admiral  Herbert  j  but,  the  arma- 

*  James  in  this  expedition  was  at-  beville,  S'r  John  Sparrow,  Sir  Roger 

tended  by  the  duke  of  Berwick  and  Strickland,  Sir  William  Jennings,  Sir 

Mr.  F:*jarr.es  grand  prior,  the  duke  of  Hcniy  Bond,   Sir  Charles  Carney,  Sir 

Pow:s,  i he  earls   of  Dover,  Melibrt,  Ed\va:d  V^udrey,  Sir  Charles  Murray, 

Abercorn,   and    Seaforth  ;    ih>"  1.  rds  Sir  Robert  Parker,  Sir  A IphonfoMaio- 

H  nry  and  1  humas  Howard,  the  lords  Jo,  Sir  Samuel  i-  oxon,  and  Sir  William 

Drummond,    Dungm,   Trendraught,  Walis;  the  colonels  Porter,  Sarsfield, 

r.mlun,  Kunfdon,   and  Brittas  j  the  Anthony  and  John  Hamilton,  Simon 

bifhops  of  Chsfler  and  Galway,  the  and  Henry  Lutteiel,  Ramfay,  Dorring- 

Jate   lord  chief-jartice    Heihertjthe  ton,     Su;herland,    Clifford,    Parktr, 

marquis  d'Eura^les,  Mr.deRczen  ma-  Purcel,   Cannon,   and  F;eldinf,  with 

rechal  dc  camp  5  Manioc,   Fufignan,  about  two  and  twenty  other  officers  of 

and  Lor',  leuienant-generals,  Prcntee  inferior  rankr 
*ii|incsr  general  j  the  marquis  de  Al- 

ment 
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A.  c.  1689.  ment  was  retarded  in  fuch  a  manner  by  the  difputes 
of  the  council,  and  the  king's  attention  to  the 
affairs  of  the  continent,  that  the  admiral  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  fail  till  the  beginning  of  April, 
and  then  with  part  of  his  fleet  only.  James  was 
received  with  open  arms  at  Kinfale,  and  the  whole 
country  feemed  to  be  at  his  devotion  ;  for,  although 
the  proteftants  in  the  North  had  declared  for  the 
new  government,  their  ftrength  and  number  was 
deemed  inconfiderable  when  compared  with  the 
power  of  Tyrconnel,  who  had  difarmed  all  the 
other  proteftant  fubj:jcts  in  one  day,  and  affembled 
an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  foot,  and  eight  thou- 
fand  cavalry  for  the  fervice  of  his  matter, 
iffuesfive  In  the  latter  end  of  March,  James  made  his 
fSflaT*"  public  entry  into  Dublin,  amidft  the  acclamations 
Dublin.  of  the  inhabitants.  He  was  met  at  the  caft!e-gate 
by  a  proceffion  of  popifh  bifhops  and  priefts  in  their 
pontificals,  beaiing  the  hoft,  which  he  publicly 
adored.  He  difmiflTed  from  the  council-board,  the 
lord  Granard,  judge  Keating,  and  other  proteftants, 
who  had  exhorted  the  lord- lieutenant  to  an  accom- 
modation with  the  new  government.  In  their  room 
he  admitted  the  French  ambaffador,  the  bifhop  of 
Chefter,  colonel  Dorrington,  and,  by  degrees,  the 
principal  noblemen  who  accompanied  him  in  the 
expedition.  On  the  fecond  day  after  his  arrival  in 
Dublin,  he  iflued  five  proclamations  :  the  firft  re- 
calling all  the  fubjeds  of  Ireland  who  had  aban- 
doned the  kingdom,  by  a  certain  time,  on  pain  of 
outlawry  and  confifcation  •,  and  requiring  all  per- 
fons  to  join  him  againft  the  prince  of  Orange. 
The  fecond  contained  expreflions  cf  acknowledge- 
ment to  his  catholic  fubjects  for  their  vigilance  and 
fidelity  j  and  an  injunction  to  fuch  as  were  not 
actually  in  his  fervice,  to  retain  and  lay  up  their 
arms  until  it  mould  be  found  neceffary  to  ufe  them 
for  his  advantage.  By  the  third  he  invited  the  fub- 
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je£h  to  fupply  his  army  with  provifions ;  and  pro-  A.  0.1689. 
hibited  the  ioldiers  to  take  any  thing  without  pay- 
ment. By  the  fourth  he  raifed  the  value  of  the 
current  coin.  And  in  the  fifth  he  fummoned  a 
parliament  to  meet  on  vhe  fcventh  day  of  May  at 
Dublin.  Finally,  he  created  Tyrconnel  a  duke,  in 
confideration  of  his  eminent  fervices. 

Tne  adherents  of  James  in  England  prefied  him  siercof 
to  fettle  the  aHfairs  of  Ireland  immediately,  andLondon- 
bring  over  his  army  either  to  the  north  of  England,  °c' 
or  the  weft  of  Scotland,  where  it  might  be  joined  by 
his  party,  and  a6t  without  delay  againft  the  ufur- 
per  ;  but  his  council  difiuaded  hira  from  comply- 
ing with  their  felicitations,  until  Ireland  mould  be 
torally  reduced  to  obedience.  On  the  firft  alarm 
of  an  intended  maflacre,  the  proteftams  of  London- 
derry had  (hut  their  gates  againfi  the  regiment 
commanded  by  the  earl  of  Antrim,  and  relblved  to 
defend  themielves  againft  the  lord- lieutenant.  They 
tranfmitted  this  relolution  to  the  government  of 
England,  together  with  an  account  of  the  danger 
they  incurred  by  fuch  a  vigorous  meafure  ;  and 
implored  immediate  affiftance.  They  were  accord- 
ingly fupplied  with  fume  arms  and  ammunition  ; 
but,  did  not  receive  any  confiderable  reinforcement 
till  the  middle  of  April,  when  two  regiments  ar- 
rived in  Loughfoyl,  under  the  comman  1  of  Cun- 
ningham and  Richards.  By  this  time  king  James 
had  taken  Coleraine,  inverted  Kill  more,  and  was 
almoft  in  fight  of  Londonderry.  George  Walker, 
rector  of  Donaghmore,  who  had  raifed  a  regiment 
for  the  defence  of  the  proteftanrs,  conveyed  this  in- 
telligence to  Lundy  the  governor.  This  officer 
directed  him  to  join  colonel  Grafton,  and  take  poll 
at  the  Long-caufey,  which  he  maintained  a  whole 
night  againft  th?  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy,  un- 
til being  over-powered  by  numbers,  he  retreated  to 
Londonderry,  and  exhorted  the  governor  to  uke 

che 
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A-c'l6S9-the  field,  as  the  army  of  king  James  was  not  yet 
completely  formed.  Lundy  aflembling  a  council 
of  war,  at  which  Cunningham  and  Richards  affift^d, 
they  agreed,  that  as  the  place  was  not  tenable,  ic 
would  be  imprudent  to  land  the  two  regiments ; 
and  that  the  principal  officers  fhould  withdraw 
themfelves  from  Londonderry,  the  inhabitant  of 
which  would  obtain  the  more  favourable  capitula- 
tion in  confequence  of  their  retreat.  An  officer 
was  immediately  difpatchsd  to  king  James,  with 
.  propofals  of  a  negotiation  ;  and  lieuten cant-general 
Hamilton  agreed,  that  the  army  fhould  halt  at  the 
diftance  cf  four  miles  from  the  town.  Notwith- 
ilanding  this  preliminary,  James  advanced  at  the 
head  of  his  troops ;  but  met  with  fuch  a  warm  re- 
ception from  the  befieged,  that  he  was  fain  to  re- 
tire to  St.  John's  town  in  forne  disorder.  The  in- 
habitants and  foldiers  in  garfrfon  at  Londonderry 
were  fo  incenfed  at  the  'members  of  the  council  of 
war,  who  had  refolved  to  abandon  the  place,  than 
they  threatened  immediate  vengeance.  Cunning- 
ham and  Richards  retired  to  their  fhips ;  and 
Lundy  locked  himfelf  in  his  chamber.  In  vain  did 
Walker  and  major  Baker  exhort  him  to  maintain 
his  government.  Such  was  his  cowardice  or 
treachery,  that  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  bz  concern- 
ed in  the  defence  of  the  place  •,  and  he  was  luffered 
to  efcape  in  difguife,  with  a  load  of  match  upon  his 
back  :  but,  he  was  afterwards  apprehended  in  Scot- 
land, from  whence  he  was  fent  to  London,  to  an- 
fwer  for  his  perfidy  or  mifconduct. 

After  his  retreat,  the  townfmen  chofe  Mr. 
Walker  and  major  Baker  for  their  governors,  with 
joint-authority  j  but  this  office  they  would  not 
undertake,  until  it  had  been  offered  to  colonel 
Cunningham  as  the  officer  next  in  command  to 
Lundy.  He  rejected  the  propofal,  and  with 
Richards  returned  tp  England,  where  they  were 
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.immediately  caftiiered.  The  two  new  governors,  A-c- 1689- 
thus  abandoned  to  their  fate,  began  to  prepare  for  ^j"^" 
a  vigorous  defence  ;  and  indeed  their  courage  feems  themfdves 
to  have  tranfcended  the  bounds  of  difcretion  ;  fctJ^Sn>li" 
the  place  was  very  ill  fortified  ;  their  cannon,  which  and  pS86 
did  not  exceed  twenty  pieces,  were  wretchedly verancCt 
mounted  j  they  had  not  one  engineer  to  direct  their 
operations ;  they  had  a  very  fmall  number  of  horfe; 
the  garrifon  confifted  of  people  unacquainted  with 
military  difcipline  i  they  were  deflitute  of  provi- 
fions  ;  they  were  befieged  by  a  king  in  perfon,  at 
the  head  of  a  formidable  army,  directed  by  good 
officers,  and  fupplied  with  all  the  neceffary  imple- 
ments for  a  fiege  or  battle.  This  town  was  inveft- 
ed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April  *,  the  batteries 
were  foon  opened  ;  and  feveral  attacks  were  made 
with  great  impe tuofity  :  but,  the  befiegers  were  al- 
ways repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs.  The  town  (men 
gained  divers  advantages  in  repeated  fallies  ;  and 
would  have  held'  their  enemies  in  the  utmoft  con- 
tempt, had  not  they  been  afflicted  with  a  contagious 
difterrper,  and  reduced  to  extremity  for  want  of 
provifion.  They  were  even  tantalized  in  their 
diftrefs ;  for,  they  had  the  mortification  to  fee  fome 
mips  which  had  arrived  with  fupplies  from  Eng- 
land, prevented  from  failing  up  the  river  by  the 
batteries  the  enemy  had  raifed  on  both  fides,  and  a 
boom  with  which  they  had  blocked  up  the  channel. 
At  length,  a  reinforcement  arrived  in  the  Lough, 
under  the  command  of  general  Kirke,  who  had 
deferted  his  mafter  and  been  employed  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  king  William.  He  found  means  to  con- 
vey intelligence  to  Walker,  that  he  had  troops  and 
provifions  on  board  for  their  relief  i  but  foui.d  ic 
impracticable  to  fail  up  the  river :  he  promiied, 
however,  that  he  would  land  a  body  of  forces  at  the 
Inch,  and  endeavour  to  make  a  diverfion  in  their 
favour,  when  joined  by  the  troops  at  Innifkillfn, 

which 
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A.  c.  1689.  which  amounted  to  five  thoufand  men,  including 
two  thoufand  cavalry.  He  laid  he  expedled  fix 
thoufand  men  from  England,  where  they  were  em- 
barked before  he  fet  fail.  He  exhorted  them  to 
perfevere  in  their  courage  and  loyalty,  and  aflured 
th?m  he  would  come  to  their  relief  at  all  hazards. 
Thefe  afiurances  enabled  them  to  bear  their  mife- 
ries  a  little  longer,  though  their  numbers  daily 
diminilhed;  and  major  Baker  dying,  his  place  was 
filled  with  colonel  Michelburn,  who  now  afted  as 
colleague  to  Mr.  Walker. 

Cn,eity  cf  King  James  having  returned  to  Dublin  to  be 
Rofenethe  prefent  at  the  parliament,  the  command  of  his  army 
nerah  6e  devolved  to  the  French  general  Rofene,  who  was 
exafperated  at  fuch  an  obftinate  oppofition  by  a 
handful  of  yhalf-ftarved  militia.  He  threatened  to 
raze  the  town  to  its  foundations,  and  deftroy  the 
inhabitants,  without  diftindlion  of  age  or  fex,  unlefs 
they  would  immediately  fubmit  themfelves  to  their 
lawful  fovereign.  The  governors  treated  his 
menaces  with  contempt,  and  publimed  an  order, 
that  no  perfon,  on  pain  of  death,  mould  talk  of 
furrendering.  They  had  now  confumed  the  lad 
remains  of  their  provifions,  and  fupporced  life  by 
eating  the  flefh  of  horfes,  dogs,  cats,  rats,  mice,  tal- 
low, ftarch,  and  faked  hides ;  and  even  this  loath- 
ibme  food  began  to  fail.  Rofene,  finding  them 
deaf  to  all  his  propofals,  threatened  to  wreak  his 
vengeance  on  all  the  proteftants  of  that  country, 
and  drive  them  under  the  walls  of  Londonderry, 
where  they  mould  be  fuffered  to  perifh  by  famine. 
The  bilhop  of  Meath  being  informed  of  this  de- 
fign,  complained  to  king  James  of  the  barbarous 
intention,  intreating  his  majefty  to  prevent  its  be- 
ing put  in  execution.  That  prince  afiured  him 
that  he  had  already  ordered  Rofene  to  defid  from 
fucb  proceedings.  Neverthelefs,  he  executed  his 
threats  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  Parties  of  dra- 
goons 
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goons  were  detached  on  this  cruel  fervice,  and  after  A- c<  l68 
having  dripped  all  the  protcdants  for  thirty  miles 
round,  they  drove  thole  unhappy  people  before 
them  like  cattle  ;  without  even  (paring  the  enfee- 
bled old  men,  nurfes  with  infants  at  their  breads, 
tender  children,  women  juft  delivered,  and  fome 
even  in  the  pangs  of  labour.  Above  four  thou- 
fand  of  thefe  miferable  objects  were  driven  under 
the  walls  of  Londonderry.  This  expedient,  far 
from  anfwering  the  purpofe  of  Rofene,  produced 
quite  a  contrary  effect.  The  befieged  were  fo  ex- 
afperated  at  this  act  of  inhumanity,  that  they  re- 
folved  to  perilh  rather  than  fubmit  to  fuch  a  bar- 
barian. They  erected  a  gibbet  in  fight  of  the  ene- 
my, and  fent  a  meflage  to  the  French  general,  im- 
porting, That  they  would  hang  all  the  prifoners 
they  had  taken  during  the  fiege,  unlefs  the  prote- 
ilants  whom  they  had  driven  under  the  walls, 
fticuld  be  immediately  difmified.  This  threat  pro- 
duced a  negotiation,  in  confequence  of  which  the 
proteftants  were  releafed,  after  they  had  been  de- 
tained three  days  without  fading  food.  Some 
hundreds  died  of  famine  or  fatigue  ;  and  thofe  who 
lived  to  return  to  their  own  habitations,  found  them 
plundered  and  lacked  by  the  papifts ;  fo  that  the 
greater  number  p^rimed  for  want,  or  were  murder- 
ed by  the  draggling  parties  of  the  enemy  :  yet, 
thofe  very  people  had  for  the  mod  part  obtained 
protections  from  king  James,  to  which  no  refpect 
was  paid  by  his  general. 

The  garrifon  of  Londonderry  was  now  reduced  The  Iace 
from  fevcn  to  five  thoufand  feven  hundred  men  •,  H>ved  by 
and  thefe  were  driven  to  fuch  extremity  of  diltrefs,  K;rl"' 
that  they  began  to  talk  of  killing  the  popifh  inhabi- 
tants, and  tending  on  their  bodies.     In  this  emer- 
gency, Kirke,  who  had  hitherto  lain  inactive,  or- 
dered two  fhips  laden  with  provifion  to  fail  up  the 
river,  under  convoy  of  the  Dartmouth  frigate.   One 

of 
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A.C.  i&Sg.  of  thefe,  called  the  Mountjoy,  broke  the  enemy's 
boom  •,  and  all  the  three,  after  having  fuftained  a 
very  hot  fire  from  both  fides  of  the  river,  arrived  in 
fafety  at  the  town,  to  the  inexpreffible  joy  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  army  of  James  were  fo  difpirited 
by  the  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize,  that  they  abandon- 
ed the  fiege  in  the  night  -,  and  retired  with  precipita- 
tion, after  having  loft  about  nine  thoufand  men  be- 
fore the  place.  Kirke  no  fooner  took  pofledion  of 
the  town,  than  Walker  was  prevailed  upon  to  em- 
bark for  England,  with  an  addrefs  of  thanks  from 
the  inhabitants  to  their  majefties,  for  the  feafonable 
relief  they  had  received. 

Theinnif-  The  Innifkilliners  were  no  lefs  remarkable  than 
fc'tMdtaiS tne  people  of  Londonderry  for  the  valour  and  per- 
gcncrji  feverance  with  which  they  oppofed  the  papifts. 
They  raifed  twelve  companies,  which  they  regi- 
mented under  the  command  of  Guftavus  Hamilton, 
whom  they  chofe  for  their  governor.  They  pro- 
claimed William  and  Mary  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
March,  and  refolved  in  a  general  council  to  main- 
tain their  title  againft  all  oppofition.  The  lord 
Gilmoy  invefted  the  caftle  of  Crom  belonging  to 
the  proteftants  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Innifkillin, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  threw  fuccours  into  the 
place,  and  compelled  Gilmoy  to  retire  to  Belturbet. 
A  detachment  of  the  garrifon,  commanded  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Lloyd,  took  and  demolifhed  the 
caftle  of  Aughor ;  and  they  gained  the  advantage 
in  feveral  ikirmifhes  with  the  enemy.  On  the  day 
that  preceded  the  relief  of  Londonderry,  they  de- 
feated fix  thoufand  Irilh  papifts  at  a  place  called 
Newton-Butler,  and  took  their  commander  Mac- 
carty,  commonly  called  lord  Moncamel. 
M«ring  of  The  Irifli  parliament  being  aflembled  at  Dublin, 
J^^par"  according  to  the  proclamation  of  king  James,  he,  in 
afpeech  from  the  throne,  thanked  them  for  the  zeal, 
courage,  and  loyalty  they  had  manifefted ;  ejctoiled 

the 
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the  generofity  of  the  French  king,  who  had  en-  A.  c.  16*3. 
abled  him  to  vifit  them  in  perlbn  ;  infifted  upon 
executing  his  defign  of  eftablilhing  liberty  of  con^ 
fcience,  as  a  ftep  equally  agreeable  to  the  dictates 
of  humanity  and  difcretion  ;  and  promifed  to  con- 
cur with  them  in  enacting  fuch  laws  as  would  con- 
tribute to  the  peace,  affluence,  and  fecurity  of  his 
fubjects.  Sir  Richard  Neagle  being  chofen  fpeaker 
of  the  commons,  moved  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks 
to  his  majefty  ;  and  that  the  count  d'Avaux  mould 
be  defired  to  make  their  acknowledgments  to  the 
moft  chriftian  king,  for  the  generous  affiftance  hie 
had  given  to  their  fovereign.  Thefc  addrefles  be- 
ing drawn  up,  with  the  concurrence  of  both  houfes, 
a  bjll  was  brought  in  to  recognize  the  king's  title, 
to  expreis  their  abhorrence  of  the  ufurpation  by 
the  prince  of  Orange,  as  well  as  of  the  defection  of 
the  Englifh.  Next  day  James  publimed  a  decla- 
ration, complaining  of  the  calumnies  which  his  ene- 
mies had  Ipread  to  his  prejudice  -,  expatiating  upon 
his  own  impartiality,  in  preferring  his  proteilant 
fubjects ;  his  care  in  protecting  them  from  their 
enemies,  hi  redremng  their  grievances,  and  in 
granting  liberty  of  confcience  ;  promifing  that  he 
would  take  no  ftep  but  with  the  approbation  of 
parliament  •,  offering  a  free  pardon  to  all  perfons 
who  mould  defert  his  enemies,  and  join  with  him 
in  four  and  twenty  days  after  his  landing  in  Ireland; 
and  charging  all  the  blood  that  might  be  ihed  up- 
on thole  who  mould  continue  in  rebellion. 

His  conduct,  however,  very  ill  agreed  with  this  They  repeal 
declaration :  nor  can  it  be  excufed  on  any  other th* reft  of 
fuppofition  but  that  of  his  being  governed  in  fome  et 
cafes  againft   his  own    inclination,    by  the  count 
d'Avaux,  and   the   Irifh  catholics,    on  whom   his 
whole  dependance  was  plac-rd.     As  both   houfes 
were  chiefly  filled  with  members  of  that  perfuafion, 
we  ought  not  to  wonder  at  their  bringing  in  a  bill 
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A.C.  1689.  for  repealing  the  aft  of  fettlement,  by  which  the 
proteftants  of  the  kingdom  had  been  fecured  in 
the  pofieffion  of  their  eftates.  Thefe  were  by  this 
law  diverted  of  their  lands,  which  reverted  to  the 
heirs  of  thofe  catholics  to  whom  they  belonged  be- 
.fore  the  rebellion.  This  iniquitous  bill  was  framed 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  regard  was  paid  to  fuch 
proteftant  owners  as  had  purchafed  eftates  for  valu- 
able confiderations  :  no  allowance  was  made  for 
improvements,  nor  any  provifion  for  proteftant 
widows :  the  pofleflbr  and  tenants  were  not  even 
allowed  to  remove  their  ftock  and  corn.  When 
.the  bill  was  fent  up  to  the  lords,  Dr.  Dopping 
bifhop  of  Meath  oppofed  it  with  equal  courage 
and  ability  j  and  an  addrefs  in  behalf  of  the  pur- 
chafers  under  the  act  of  fettlement  was  prefented 
to  the  king  by  the  earl  of  Granard :  but,  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  remonftrances,  it  received  the  royal 
aflent ;  and  the  proteftants  of  Ireland  were  moftly 
ruined. 

Pafs  an  a<a  Yet,  in  order  to  complete  their  deftruction,  an 
IgSub!"  aft  of  attainder  was  palled  againft  all  proteftants 
fratces.  whether  male  or  female,  whether  of  high  or  low  de- 
gree, who  were  abfent  from  the  kingdom,  as  well 
as  againft  all  thofe  who  retired  into  any  part  of  the 
three  kingdoms,  which  did  not  own  the  authority 
of  king  James,  or  correfponded  with  rebels,  or 
were  any  ways  aiding,  abetting,  or  affifting  to  them 
from  the  firft  day  of  Auguit  in  the  preceding 
year.  The  number  of  proteftants  attainted  by 
name  in  this  a<5t,  amounted  to  about  three  thou- 
fand,  including  two  archbifhops,  one  duke,  feven- 
teen  earls,  feven  countefles,  as  many  bilhops, 
eighteen  barons,  three  and  thirty  baronets,  one  and< 
fifty  knights,  eighty-three  clergymen,  who  were 
declared  traitors,  and  adjudged  to  fuffer  the  pains 
of  death  and  forfeiture.  The  individuals  fubjefted 
to  this  dreadful  profcription,  were  even  cut  off 

•  from 


WILLIAM    HI.  339 

from  all  hope  of  pardon,  and  all  benefit  of  appeal  :A-C  *689- 
for,  by  a  claufe  in  the  act,  the  king's  pardon  was 
deemed  null,  unlefs  enrolled  before  the  ftrft  day  of 
December  •,  and  a  fubfc-quent  law  was  enacted,  de- 
claring Ireland  independent  of  the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment. This  aflembly  pafied  another  act,  granting 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  out  of  the 
forfeited  eftates,  to  Tyrconnd,  in  acknowledgment 
of  his  fignal  fervices  :  they  impofed  a  tax  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  per  month  for  the  fervice  of  the 
king :  the  royal  afient  was  given  to  an  act  for 
liberty  of  confcience  :  they  enacted  that  the  tythes 
payable  by  papifts  fliould  be.  delivered  to  prieits  of 
that  communion  :  the  maintenance  of  the  prote- 
ftant  clergy  in  cities  and  corporations  was  taken 
away  :  and  all  diflenters  were  exempted  from  eccle- 
fiaftical  jurifdictions.  So  that  the  eftablifhed  church 
was  deprived  of  all  power  and  prerogative  ;  not- 
withftanding  the  exprefs  promife  of  James,  who 
had  declared  immediately  after  his  landing,  that 
he  would  maintain  the  clergy  in  their  rights  and 
privileges. 

Nor  was  the  king  lefs  arbitrary  in  the  executive^™^*™'*'. 
part  of  his  government,  if  we  fuppofe  that  he  coun-  The  p°™-' 
tenanced  the  grievous  acts  of  opprefllon  that  were  f™**fj£\~ 
daily  committed  upon  the  proteftantfubjects  of  Ire- 
land  :  but  the  tyranny  of  his  proceedings  may  be 
juilly  imputed  to  the  temper  of  his  miniftry,  con- 
fiiting  of  men  abandoned  to  allfenfe  of  juflice  and 
humanity,  who  acted  from  the  dictates  of  rapacity 
and  revenge,  inflamed  with  all  the  acrimony  of  re- 
ligious rancour.  Soldiers  were  permitted  to  live 
upon  free-quarter  •,  the  people  were  robbed  and 
plundered  ;  licences  and  protections  were  abufed, 
in  order  to  extort  money  from  the  trading  part  of 
the  nation.  1  he  king's  old  (lores  were  ranlacked, 
the  (hops  of  tradefmen,  and  the  kitchens  of  burgh- 
ers, were  pillaged  to  fupply  the  mint  with  a  quan- 
Z  2  tity 
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A.C,  1639.  tity  of  brafs,  which  was  converted  into  current 
coin  for  his  majefty's  occafions.  An  arbitrary 
value  was  fet  upon  it,  and  all  perlbns  were  required 
and  commanded  to  take  it  in  payment,  under  the 
fevereft  penalties,  though  the  proportion  between 
its  intiinfic  worth  and  currency  was  nearly  as  one 
to  three  hundred.  A  vaft  fnm  of  this  counterfeit 
coin  was  ifTued  in  the  courfe  of  one  year,  and 
forced  upon  the  proteflants  in  payment  of  mer- 
chandize, provifion,  and  neceflaries  fcrthe  king's  fer- 
vice.  James,  not  content  with  the  fupply  granted 
by  parliament,  impofed  by  his  own  authority  a  tax 
of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  per  month  on  chattels, 
as  the  former  was  laid  upon  land.  This  feemsto 
have  been  a  temporary  expedient,  during  the  ad- 
journment of  the  two  houfes,  as  the  term  of  the 
afTefTment  was  limited  to  three  months  :  it  was, 
however,  levied  by  virtue  of  a  commiflion  under 
the  feals,  and  feems  to  have  been  a  firetch  of  the 
prerogative  the  lefs  excufable,  as  he  might  have 
obtained  the  money  in  a  parliamentary  way.  Un- 
derftanding.  that  the  proteflants  had  laid .  out  all 
their  brafs  money  in  purchafing  great  quantities  of 
hides,  tallow,  wool,  and  corn,  he  aflumed  the  de- 
fpotic  power  of  fixing  the  prices  of  thefe  commo- 
dities, and  then  bought  them  for  his  own  ufe. 
One  may  fee  his  minifters  were  bent  upon  the  utter 
deftrucUon  of  thofe  unhappy  people. 

Their  All  vacancies  in  public  fchools  were  fupplied  with 

churches  are        -^  teachers.     The  penfion  allowed  from  the 

f«ized  bythe  rvr  •          r  f-r^     11-  rr 

catholics,     exchequer  to  the  univerfity  of  Dublin  was  cut  off: 
af- tne  vice-provoft,  fellows  and  fcholars,  were  expel- 
e,  on   led :  their  furniture,  plate,  and  public  library,  were 
feized,  without  the  leaft  fhadow  of  pretence,  and 
in  direct  violation  of  the  king's  promife  to  preferve 
their  privileges  and  immunities.     His  officers  con- 
verted the  college  into  a  garrifon,  the  chapel  into  a 
magazine,   and    the  apartments    into  prifons :  a 
5  popifh: 
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popim  prieftwas  appointed  provoft;  oneMaccarty  A«c.l68s» 
of  the  fame  perfuafion  was  made  library- keeper  ; 
and  the  whole  foundation  was  changed  into  a  ca- 
tholic feminary.     When   biihoprics  and  benefices 
in  the  gift  of  the  crown  became  vacant,  the  king 
ordered  the  profits  to  be  lodged  in  the  exchequer, 
and  fuffered   the    cures  to    be  totally  neglected. 
The  revenues  were  chiefly  employed  in  the  main- 
tenance of  Romifh  bifhops  and  priefts,  who  grew 
fo  infolent  under  this  indulgence,   that  in  feveral 
places  they  forcibly  feized  the  proteftant  churches. 
When  complaint  was  made  of  this  outrage,  the 
king  promifed  to  do  juftice  to  the  injured  ;  and  in 
ibme  places  actually  ordered  the  churches  to  be  re  - 
ftored  :  but  the  popifli  clergy  refufed  to  comply 
with  his  order,  alledging,  that  in  fpirituals  they 
owed  obedience  to  no  earthly  power  but  the  holy 
fee  •,  and  James  found  himfelf  unable  to  protedt 
his    proteftant  fubjects   againft   a  powerful  body 
which  he  durft  not  difoblige.      Some  mips  appear- 
ing in  the  bay  of  Dublin,  a  proclamation  was  ifTued, 
forbidding  the  proteftants  to'aflemble  in  any  place 
of  worfhip,  or  elfewhere,  on  pain  of  death.     By  a 
fecond,   they  were  commanded  to  bring  in  their 
arms,  on  pain  of  being  treated  as  rebels  and  trai- 
tors.     Lutterel,  governor  of  Dublin,  publifhed  an 
ordinance  by  beat  of  drum,  requiring  the  farmers 
to  bring  in  their  corn  for  his  majefty's  horfes  with- 
in a  certain  day,  otherwife  he  would  order  them  to 
be   hanged  before    their  own   doors.      Brigadier 
Sarsfield  commanded  all  proteftants  of  a  certain 
diftrict  to  retire  to  the  diftance  of  ten  miles  from 
their  habitations,  on  pain  of  death  -,  and,  in  order 
to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  brals  money,  the  fame 
penalty  was  denounced,  in  a  proclamation,  againft 
any  perfon  who  mould  give  more  than  one  pound 
eighteen  millings  for  a  guinea. 

Z3  All 
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A.C.  .6*9.  AH  the  revenues  of  Ireland,  and  all  the  fchemes 
Admiral  contrived  to  bolfler  up  the  credit  of  this  bafe  coin, 
wmfled  by  would  have  proved  infufficient  to  fupport  the  ex- 
rhe  French  pences  of  the  war,  had  not  James  received  occa- 
fupplies  from  the  French  monarch.  After 


near  Bantry  the  return  of  the  fleet  which  had  conveyed  him  to 
Ireland,  Lewis  fent  another  ftrong  fquadron,  com- 
manded by  Chateau  Renault,  as  a  convoy  to  fome 
tranfports  laden  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  a 
large  fum  of  money  for  the  life  of  king  James. 
Before  they  failed  from  Bred,  king  William  being 
informed  of  their  deitination,  detached  admiral 
Herbert  from  Spithead,  with  twelve  mips  of  the 
line,  one  fire-fhip,  and  four  tenders,  in  order  to 
intercept  the  enemy.  He  was  driven  by  flrefs  of 
weather  into  Milford-haven,  from  whence  he  fleer- 
ed his  courfe  to  Kinfale,  on  the  fuppofition  that  the 
French  fleet  had  failed  from  Bred  ;  and  that  in  all 
probability  he  would  fall  in  with  them  on  the  coafl 
of  Ireland.  On  the  firfl  day  of  May,  he  diicovered 
them  at  anchor  in  Bantry  bay,  and  flood  in  to  en- 
gage them,  though  they  were  greatly  fuperior  to 
him  in  number.  They  no  fooner  perceived  him 
at  day-break,  than  they  weighed,  flood  out  to 
windward,  formed  their  line,  bore  down  and  be- 
gan the  action,  which  was  maintained  for  two  hours 
with  equal  valour  on  both  fides,  though  the  Eng- 
lifh  fleet  fuflained  confiderable  damage  from  the 
fuperior  fire  of  the  enemy.  Herbert  tacked  feve- 
ral  times,  in  hope  of  gaining  the  weather-gage  ; 
but  the  French  admiral  kept  his  wind  with  uncom- 
mon fkill  and  perfeverance.  At  length  the 
Englifh  fquadron  flood  off  to  lea,  and  maintained 
a  running  fight:  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  when 
Chateau  Renault  tacked  about  and  returned  into 
the  bay,  content  with  the  honour  he  had  gained. 
The  lofs  of  men  was  inconfiderable  on  both  fides  ; 

and, 
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and,  where  the  odds  were  fo  great,  the  victor  could  A- c-  '68»- 
not  reap  much  glory.     Herbert  retired  to  the  ides 
of  Scilly,  where  he  expected  a  reinforcement ;  but 
being  disappointed  in  this  expectation,  he  returned 
to  Portfmouth,  in  very  ill  humour,  with  which  his 
officers  and  men  were  infected.     The   common 
failorsftill  retained  fome  attachment  to  James,  who 
had  formerly  been   a  favourite  among  them  •,  and 
the  officers  complained  that  they  had  been  lent  up- 
on this  fervice  with  a  force  fo  much  inferior  to  that 
of  the  enemy.     King  William,  in  order  to  appeafe 
their  difcontent,  made  an  excurfion  to  JPortfmouth, 
where  he  dined  with  the  admiral  on  board  the  fhip 
•Elizabeth,  declared  his  intention  of  creating  him  Burnef 
an  earl,  in  confideration  of  his  good  conduct  and  Rerefbey. 
fervices,  conferred   the  honour  of  knighthood  on  £|ncl'rres. 
the  captains  Afliby  and  Shovel,    and  beftowed  a  D*  la  Fay"^ 
donation  of  ten  millings  on  every  private  failor. 

The  parliament  of  England  thought  it  ineum  Divers  ft.n. 
bent  upon  them,  not  only  to  raife  fupplies  for  the  temeiand 
maintenance  of  the  war  in  which  the  nation  was  ^vfiSTn 
involved,  but  alfo  to  do  juftice  with  refpect  to  thofe 
who  had  been  injured  by  illegal  or  oppreflive  fen- 
tences  in  the  late  reigns.  The  attainders  of  lord 
RurTel,  Algernoon  Sidney,  alderman  Cornifli,  and 
the  lady  Lifle,  were  now  reverfed.  A  committee 
of  privileges  was  appointed  by  the  lords,  to  exa- 
mine the  cafe  of  the  earl  of  Devonfhire,  who  in 
the  late  reign  had  been  fined  in  thirty  thouland 
pounds  for  aflaulting  colonel  Culpepper  in  the  pre- 
fence-chamber.  They  reported  that  the  court  of 
king's-bench,  in  over-ruling  the  earl's  plea  of  pri- 
vilege of  parliament,  had  committed  a  manifeft 
breach  of  privilege  :  that  the  fine  was  excefiive  and 
exorbitant,  againll  the  great  charter,  the  common 
right  of  the  iubject,  and  the  law  of  the  realm.  The 
fentence  pronounced  upon  Samuel  Johnlbn,  chap- 
lain to  lord  Ruflel,  in  confequence  of  which  he  had 
Z  4  been 
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A.  c.  1689.  been  degraded,  fined,  fcourged,  and  fet  in  the 
pillory,  was  now  annulled,  and  the  commons  re- 
commended him  to  his  majefty  for  fome  ecclefia- 
ftical  preferment.  He  received  one  thoufand 
pounds  in  money,  with  a  penfion  of  three  hundred 
pounds  for  his  own  life  and  that  of  his  fon,  who 
was  moreover  gratified  with  a  place  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year  ;  but  the  father  never  obtain- 
ed anyecclefiaftical  benefice.  Titus  Gates  feized  this 
opportunity  of  petitioning  the  houfe  of  lords  for  a 
reverfal  of  the  judgment  given  againft  him  on  his 
being  convicted  of  perjury.  The  opinions  of  all 
the  judges  and  counfel  at  the  bar  were  heard  on 
this  fubject,  and  a  bill  of  reverfal  parTed  the  com- 
mons •,  but  the  peers  having  inferted  fome  amend- 
ments and  a  pro vifo,  a  conference  was  demanded,  and 
violent  heats  enfued.  Gates,  however,  was  releafed 
from  confinement  ^  and  the  lords,  with  the  confent 
of  the  commons,  recommended  him  to  his  majefty 
for  a  pardon,  which  he  obtained,  together  with  3 
comfortable  penfion.  The  committee  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  cafes  of  the  ftate-prifoners,  found 
Sir  Robert  Wright,  late  lord  chief-juftice,  to  have 
been  concerned  in  the  cruelties  committed  in  the 
Weft  after  the  infurrection  of  Monmouth ;  as  allb 
one  of  the  ecclefiaftkal  commifiioners,  and  guilty 
of  manifold  enormities.  Death  had  by  this  time 
delivered  Jeffries  from  the  refentment  of  the  na- 
tion. Graham  and  Burton,  who  had  acted  as  fol.i- 
citors  in  the  illegal  profecutions  carried  on  againft 
thofe  who  oppofed  the  court  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  II.  were  reported  guilty  of  having  been  in- 
ftrumental  in  taking  away  the  lives  and  eftates  of 
thofe  who  had  furfered  the  lofs  of  either,  under  co- 
lour of  law,  for  eight  years  laft  paft  ;  of  having, 
by  malicious  indictments,  informations,  and  pro- 
fecutions of  Quo  Warranto,  endeavoured  the  fub  - 
verfion  of  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  govern- 
ment 
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ment  of  the  realm  ;  and  of  having  wafted  many  A.  c.  1689. 
thouiand  pounds  of  the  public  revenue  in  the  courie 
of  thele  infamous  practices. 

Nor  did  the  mifcondudt  of  the  prefent  miniftry^q^jnf* 
efcape  the  animadv^rfion  of  the  parliament.  The  tml(cm££ 
lords  having  addreffed  the  king  to  put  the  ifle  of « i«ian«u 
Wight,  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sciliy,  Dover-caftle,  and 
the  other  fortrefies  of  the  kingdom,  in  a  pofture  of 
defence,  and  to  difarm  the  papifts,  empowered  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  mifcarriages  in  Ire- 
land, which  were  generally  imputed  to  the  neglect 
of  the  marquifies  of  Carmaerthen  and  Hallifax. 
They  preiented  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  defiling  the 
minute  book  of  the  committee  for  Irifli  affairs 
might  be  put  into  their  hands  ;  but  his  majefty  de- 
clined gratifying  them  in  this  particular  :  then  the 
commons  voted,  that  thole  perfons  who  had  advifed 
the  king  to  delay  this  fatisfadion  were  enemies  to 
the  kingdom.  William,  alarmed  at  this  refolu-  . 
tion,  allowed  them  to  mfpeft  the  book,  in  which 
they  found  very  little  for  their  purpofe.  The  houfe 
refolved  that  an  addrefs  mould  be  prefented  to  his 
majefty,  declaring  that  the  fuccour  of  Ireland  had 
been  retarded  by  unnecefiary  delays  ;  that  the  tranf- 
ports  prepared  were  not  fufficient  to  convey  the 
forces  to  that  kingdom  -,  and  that  leveral  mips  had 
been  taken  by  the  enemy,  for  want  of  proper  con- 
voy. At  the  fame  time  the  queftion  was  put, 
Whether  or  not  they  mould  addrefs  the  king  againft 
the  marquis  of  Hallifax  ?  But  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative  by  a  fmall  majority.  Before  this  period, 
Howe,  vice-chamberlain  to  the  queen,  had  moved 
for  an  addrefs  againft  fuch  councilors  as  had  been 
impeached  in  parliament,  and  betrayed  the  liber- 
ties of  the  nation.  This  motion  was  levelled  at 
Carmaerthen  and  Hallifax,  the  hjrft  of  whom  had 
been  formerly  impeached  of  high-treafon,  under 
the  title  of  earl  of  Danby  ;  and  the  other  was 

charged 
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x.c.  1689.  charged  with  all  the  mifconduct  of  the  prefent  ad- 
miniftration.  Warm  debates  enfued,  and  in  all 
probability  the  motion  would  have  been  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  had  not  thofe  who  fpoke  v/armly  in 
behalf  of  it,  fuddenly  cooled  in  the  courfe  of  the 
difpute.  Some  letters  from  king  James  to  his  par- 
tifans  being  intercepted,  and  containing  fome  hints 
of  an  intended  invafion,  Mr.  Hambden,  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole  honfe,  enlarged 
upon  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the  kingdom 
was  expofed,  and  moved  for  a  further  fupply  to 
his  majefty.  In  this  unexpected  motion  he  was 
not  feconded  by  one  member.  The  houfe,  how- 
ever, having  taken  the  letters  into  confideration, 
refolved  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  de- 
firing  him  to  fecure  and  difarm  all  papifts  of  note  •, 
and  they  brought  in  a  bill  for  attainting  feveral 
perfons  in  rebellion  againft  their  majefties ;  bnt  it 
was  not  finifhed  during  this  feflion. 

Bins  parted  Another  bill  being  prepared  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
J£2f^?"enjoiBi»^he  fubjects  to  wear  the  woollen  manu- 
fcwne»t.  facture  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  a  petition  was 
prefented  againft  it  by  the  filk-weavers  of  London 
and  Canterbury,  alTembled  in  a  tumultuous  man- 
ner at  Weminfter.  The  lords  refufed  their  peti- 
tion, becaufe  this  was  an  unufual  manner  of  appli- 
cation. They  were  perfuaded  to  return  to  their 
refpective  places  of  abode  :  precautions  were  taken 
againft  a  fecond  riot,  and  the  bill  was  unanimoufly 
rejected  in  the  upper  houfe.  This  parliament  patted 
an  act,  vefting  the  prefentations  belonging  to  papifts 
in  the  two  univerfities  •,  thofe  of  the  fouthern  coun- 
ties being  given  to  Oxford  ;  and  thofe  of  the  nor- 
thern to  Cambridge,  on  certain  fpecified  condi- 
tions. Courts  of  confcience  were  erected  at  Briftol, 
Gloucefter,  andNewcaftle ;  and  that  of  the  Marches 
of  Wales  was  aboliihed,  as  an  intolerable  oppref- 
fion  on  that  country.  The  proteitant  clergymen 

who 
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•who  had  been  forced  to  leave  their  benefices  in  Ire- A-  c.  1689. 
land,  were  rendered  capable  of  holding  any  living 
in  England,  without  forfeiting  their  title  to  their 
former  preferment,  with  the  provifo  that  they 
fhould  refign  their  Englifh  benefices  when  reftored 
to  thofe  they  had  been  obliged  to  relinquifn.  The 
ftatute  of  Henry  IV.  againft  multiplying  gold  and 
filver  was  now  repealed :  the  fubjtrclis  were  allowed 
to  melt  and  refine  metals  and  ores,  and  extract  gold 
and  filver  from  them,  on  condition  that  it  fiiould 
be  brought  to  the  Mint  and  converted  into  money, 
the  owners  receiving  its  tull  value  in  current  coin. 
Thefe  and  feveral  other  bills  of  fmaller  importance 
being  palled,  the  two  houfes  adjourned  to  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  September,  and  afterwards  to  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  October. 

Though  the  affairs  of  Ireland  were  extremely  Duk*  of 
pre fling,  and  the  proteftants  of  that  country  had  f^^tjf 
made  repeated  application  for  relief,  the  iuccours  an  army-n 
were  retarded  either  by  the  difputes  among  the Ildand- 
miniders,  or  the  neglect  of  thoie  who  had  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  expedition,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  king  James  had  been  fix  months  in  Ireland  be- 
fore the  army  was  embarked  for  that  kingdom.  At 
length,  eighteen  regiments  of  infantry,  and  five  of 
dragoons  being  railed  for  that  fervice,  a  train  of 
artillery  provided,  and  tranfports  prepared,  the 
duke  of  Schomberg,  on  whom  king  William  had 
conferred  the  chief  command  of  this  armament, 
fet  out  for  Chefter,  after  he  had  in  perfon  thanked 
the  commons  for  the  uncommon  regard  they  had 
payed  to  his  fervices  ;  and  received  afiiirances  from 
the  houfe,  that  they  would  pay  particular  attention 
to  him  and  his  army.  On  the  thirteenth  day  of 
Auguft  he  landed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Car- 
rick-fergus  with  about  ten  thoufand  foot  and  dra- 
goons, and  took  pofiefiion  of  Belfaft,  from  whence 
the  enemy  retired  at  his  approach  to  Carrick-fer- 

gus, 
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A.  c.  i6S9.  gus>  where  they  refolved  to  make  a  ftand.  The 
duke  having  refrefhed  his  men,  marched  thither 
and  inverted  the  place  :  the  fiege  was  carried  on 
till  the  twenty-fixth  day  of  the  month,  when  the 
breaches  being  practicable,  the  beiieged  capitu- 
lated, on  condition  of  marching  out  with  their 
arms  and  as  much  baggage  as  they  could  carry  on 
their  backs ;  and  of  their  being  conducted  to  the 
next  Irifh  garrifon,  which  was  at  Newry.  During 
this  fiege  the  duke  was  joined  by  the  reft  of  his 
army  from  England ;  but,  he  had  left  orders  for 
conveying  the  greater  part  of  the  artillery  and 
flores  from  Chefter  directly  to  Carlingford.  He 
now  began  his  march  through  Lilburne  and  Hilf- 
borough,  encamped  at  Drummore,  where  the  pro- 
teftants  of  the  North  had  been  lately  routed  by 
Hamilton  ;  thence  he  proceeded  to  Loughbrillane, 
»  where  he  was  joined  by  the  horfe  and  dragoons  of 

Innifkillin.  Then  the  enemy  abandoned  Newry 
and  Dundalk,  in  the  neighbourhood  of ;  which 
Schomberg  encamped  on  a  low,  damp  ground, 
having  the  town  and  river  on  the  fouth,  and  fur- 
rounded  on  every  other  part  by  hills,  bogs,  and 
mountains. 

Theinmf        His  army  confifting  chiefly  of  new-raifed  men 
ki.lliners. ob- little  inured  to  hardihip,   began  to  flag  under  the 
Koiyo^erthe  fatigue  of  marching,  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
inih.         tner?  and  fcarcity  of  provifion.  -  Here  he  was  rein- 
forced by  the  regiments  of  Kirke,  Hanmer,  and 
Stuart  •,  and  would  have  continued  his  march  to 
Drogheda,  where  he  underftood  Rofene  lay  with 
about  twenty  thoufand  men,    had    not  he   been 
obliged  to  wait  for  the  artillery,  which  was  not  yet 
arrived  at  Carlingford.     King   James  having  ak 
fembled  all  his  forces,  advanced  towards  Schom- 
berg, and  appeared  before  his  intrenchments  in 
order  of  battle  j  but,  the  duke  knowing  they  were 

greatly 
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greatly  fuperior  in  number  of  horfe,  and  that  his  A- c-  '^a, 
own  army  was  undifciplined,  and  weakened  by  death 
and  ficknefs,  reftrained  his  men  within  the  lines  ; 
and  in  a  little  time  the  enemy  retreated.  Immedia- 
tely after  their  departure,  a  confpiracy  was  difco- 
vered  in  the  Englifh  camp,  hatched  by  fome  French 
papifts,  who  had  infmuated  themfelves  into  the 
proteftant  regiments.  One  of  thefe,  whole  name 
wasDuPleflis,  had  written  a  letter  to  the  ambaf- 
fador  d'Avaux,  promifing  to  defert  with  all  the 
papifts  of  the  three  French  regiments  in  Schom- 
berg's  army.  This  letter  being  found,  Du  Pleflis 
and  five  accomplices  were  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
and  executed.  About  two  hundred  and  fifty  pa- 
pifts being  difcovered  in  the  French  regiments, 
they  were  lent  over  to  England,  and  from  thence 
to  Holland.  While  Schomberg  remained  in  this 
fituation,  the  Inniikilliners  made  excurfions  in  the 
neighbourhood,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Lloyd  ;  and  on  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  Septem- 
ber, they  obtained  a  complete  victory  over  five  times 
their  number  of  the  Irifli  -,  having  killed  feven  hun- 
dred on  the  Ipot,  and  taken  O  Kelly  their  com- 
mander, with  about  fifty  officers,  and  a  confiderable 
booty  of  cattle.  The  duke  v/as  fo  pleafed  with 
their  behaviour  on  this  occafion,  that  they  received 
a  very  honourable  teftimony  of  his  approbation. 

Mean  while  the  enemy  took  poffeffion  of  James- 
Town,  and  reduced  Sligo,   one  of  the   forts  of  cenw 
which  was  gallantly  defended  by  St.  Sauveur,  a hls  l 
French  captain,   and  his  company  of  grenadiers,  r' 
until  he  was  obliged  to  capitulate  for  want  of  water 
and  proviiion.     A  contagious  diftemper  ftill  con- 
tinued to  rage  in  Schomberg's  camp,  and  fwept 
off  a  great  number  of  officers  and  foldiers;  fo  that 
in  the  beginning  of  next  fpring,  not  above  half  the 
number  of  thole  who  went  over  with  the  general 
remained  alive.     He  was  ceniured  for  his  inacti- 
vity i 
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A.C.  ,6g9.  vjty  .  anc}  the  king  in  repeated  letters  defired  him 
to  hazard  an  engagement,  provided  any  opportu- 
nity fhould  occur :  but,  he  did  not  think  proper 
to  run  the  rifque  of  a  battle,  againft  an  enemy  that 
was  above  thrice  his  number,  weil-difciplinedy 
healthy,  and  conducted  by  able  officers.  Never  - 
thelefs,  he  was  certainly  blameable  for  having  cho- 
len  fuch  an  unwholefome  fituation  ;  from  whence, 
at  the  approach  of  winter,  he  retired  into  quarters, 
in  hope  of  being  reinforced  with  feven  thoufand 
Danes,  who  had  already  arrived  in  Britain,  Thefe 
auxiliaries  were  ftipulated  in  a  treaty  which  William 
had  jufl  concluded  with  the  king  of  Denmark.  The 
Englifh  were  not  more  fuccefsful  at  fea  than  they 
had  proved  in  their  operations  by  land.  Admiral 
Herbert,  now  created  earl  of  Torrington,  having 
failed  to  Ireland  with  the  combined  fquadrons  of 
England  and  Holland,  made  a  fruitlefs  attempt 
upon  Cork,  and  loft  a  great  number  of  feamen 
by  fickneis,  which  was  imputed  to  bad  provifion. 
The  Dartmouth  fhip  of  war  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  who  infefted  the  channel  with  fuch  a 
number  of  armed  mips  and  privateers,  that  the 
trade  of  England  fuftained  incredible  damage. 

TfceFrench      »j*jie  affairs  of  France  wore  but  a  eloomy  afpect 

vio  ften  at  .  O  J        f 

Wakourt.  on  the  continent,  where  all  the  powers  or  Europe 
feemed  to  have  confpired  her  deftru&ion.  King 
William  had  engaged  in  a  new  league  with  the 
ftates -general,  in  which  former  treaties  of  peace  and 
commerce  were  confirmed.  It  was  ftipulated,  that 
in  cafe  the  king  of  Great-Britain  mould  be  attack- 
ed, the  Dutch  mould  affift  him  with  fix  thouland 
infantry,  and  twenty  mips  of  the  line ;  and  that, 
provided  hoftilities  fhould  be  committed  againft 
the  ftates- general,  England  mould  fupply  them 
with  ten  thoufajid  infantry,  and  twenty  mips  of 
war.  This  treaty  was  no  iboner  ratified  than  king 
William  difpatched  the  lord  Churchill,  whom  he 
7  had 
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had  by  this  time  created  carl  of  Marlborough,  to  A-c- lfc8* 
Holland,  in  order  to  command  the  Britim  auxi- 
liaries in  that  fervice,  to  the  number  of  eleven 
thoufand,  the  greater  part  of  which  had  been  ia  the 
army  of  king  James  when  the  prince  of  Orange 
landed  in  England.  He  forthwith  joined  the 
Dutch  army  under  the  command  of  prince  Wai- 
dec,  who  had  fixed  his  rendezvous  in  the  county  of 
Liege,  with  a  view  to  aft  againft  the  French  army 
commanded  by  the  marechal  D'Humieres,  while 
the  prince  of  Vaudemont  headed  a  little  army  of 
obfervation,  confifting  of  Spaniards,  Dutch,  and 
Germans,  to  watch  the  motions  of  Calvo  in  another 
part  of  the  Low-Countries.  The  city  of  Liege 
was  compelled  to  renounce  the  neutrality  and  de- 
clare for  the  allies.  Marechal  D'Humieres  attack- 
ed the  foragers  belonging  to  the  army  of  the  dates 
at  Walcourt,  in  the  month  of  Auguft  j  an  obfti- 
nate  engagement  enfued,  and  the  French  were 
obliged  to  retreat  in  confufion,  with  the  lofs  of 
two  thoufand  men,  and  fome  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  army  of  obfervation  levelled  part  of  the  French 
lines  on  the  fide  of  Courtray,  and  raifed  contribu- 
tions on  the  territories  of  the  enemy. 

The  French  were  almoft  intire  maflers  of  theSucctfsof 
three  ecclefiaftical  electorates  of  Germany.     They  m*™*^ 
pofleffcd  Mentz,  Triers,  Bonne,  Keiferlwaert,  Philip-  Germ.ny 
fburgh,  and  Landau.     They  had   blown  up  the  J^J1* 
caftle  of  Heidelberg  in  the  Palatinate,  and  deftroy  -  Pat-chin, 
ed    Manheim.     They   had  reduced    Worms  and  JJjj":, alw 
Spires  to  afhes  -,  and  demolimed  Frankendahl,  to- 
gether with  feveral  other  fortrefies.     Thefe  con- 
quefts,  the  fruits  of  Hidden  invafion,  were  covered 
with  a  numerous  army,  commanded  by  the  mare- 
chal de  Duras  •,  and  all  his  inferior  generals  were 
officers   of    diftinguifhed    courage     and     ability. 
J^evcrthcjefs,  he  found  it  difficult  to  maintain  hi> 

ground 
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*.  c,  1689  ground  againft  the  different  princes  of  the  empire. 
The  duke  of  Lorraine,  who  commanded  the  impe- 
rial troops,  inverted  Mentz,  and  took  it  by  capitu- 
lation: the  elector  of  Brandenburgh  having  reduced 
Keiferfwaert,  undertook  the  fiege  of  Bonne,  which 
the  garrifon  furrendered,  after  having  made  a  long 
and  vigorous  defence.     Nothing  contributed  more 
to  the  union  of  the  German  princes  than  their  re- 
fentment  of  the  mocking  barbarity  with  which  the 
French  had  plundered,  waited,   and  depopulated 
their  country.     Lewis  having  by  his  intrigues  in 
Poland,  and  at  Conftantinople,  prevented  a  pacifi- 
cation between  the  emperor  and  the  Ottoman-porte, 
the  campaign  was  opened  in  Croatia,   where  five 
thoufand  Turks  were  defeated  by  a  body  of  Croats 
between  Vihitz  and  Novi.     The  prince  of  Baden, 
who  commanded  the  Imperialifls  on  that  fide,  hav- 
ing thrown  a  bridge  over  the  Morava  at  PafTaro- 
witz,  croffed  that  river,   and  marched  in  queft  of 
the  Turkifh  army,  amounting   to  fifty  .thoufand 
men,  headed  by  a  ferafkier.     On  the  thirtieth  day 
of  Auguft  he  attacked  the  enemy  in  their  entrench- 
ments   near  Patochin,    forced   their  lines,  routed 
them  with  great  (laughter,   and  took  poffeffion  of 
their  camp,  baggage,  and  artillery.    They  retreat- 
ed to  Niffa,  where  their  general  rinding  them  ftill 
more  numerous  than  the  Imperialifts,  refolved  to 
make  a  ftand  ;  and  encamped   in   a  fituation  that 
was  inaccefiible-  in    every  part   except  the  rear, 
which  he  left  open  for  the  convenience  of  a  retreat. 
Through  this  avenue  he  was,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  September,  attacked  by  the  prince  of  Ba- 
den,  who,   after  a  defperate   refinance,  obtained 
another  complete  victory,  enriched  his  troops  with 
the  fpoils  of  the  enemy,  and  entered  NifTa  without 
oppofition.     There  he  found  above  three  thoufand 
horfes,  and  a  vaft  quantity  of  provifion.     Having 

repofed 
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repofed  his  army  for  a  few  days  in  .this  place,  he  A-  c- 1689» 
relumed  his  march  againft  the  Turks,  vvho  had 
chofen  an  advantageous  poft  at  Widin,  and  feemed 
ambitious  of  retrieving  the  honour  they  had  loft 
in  the  two  former  engagements.  The  Germans  at- 
tacked their  lines  without  hefitation  ;  and  though 
the  Muflulmans  fought  with  incredible  fury,  they 
were  a  third  time  defeated  with  great  (laughter. 
This  defeat  was  attended  with  the  lofs  of  Widin, 
which  being  furrendered  to  the  victor,  he  diftri- 
buted  his  troops  in  winter  quarters,  and  returned 
to  Vienna  covered  with  laurels. 

The  French  were  likewife  baffled  in  their  attempt  Death  of 
upon  Catalonia,  where  the  duke  de  Noailles  had  pope'nno.- 
taken  Campredon,  in  the  month  of  May.  Leav- 
ing a  garrifon  in  this  place,  he  retreated  to  the  fron  - 
tiers  of  France,  while  the  duke  de  Villa- Hermofa, 
at  the  head  of  a  Spanifh  army,  blocked  up  the 
place,  and  laid  Roufillon  under  contribution.  He 
afterwards  undertook  the  fiege  in  form,  and 
Noailles  marched  to  its  relief;  but,  he  was  fo  hard 
prefied  by  the  Spaniards,  that  he  withdrew  the  gar- 
rifon, difmantled  th^  place,  and  retreated  with  great 
precipitation.  The  French  king  hoped  to  derive 
fome  con  fide  rable  advantage  from  the  death  of 
pope  Innocent  XL  which  happened  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  Auguft.  That  pontiff  had  been  an  invete- 
rate enemy  to  Lewis  ever  fmce  the  affair  of  the 
franchifes,  and  the  feizure  of  Avignon.  Cabals 
were  immediately  formed  at  Rome  by  the  French 
faction  againft  the  Spanifh  and  Imperial  intereft. 
The  French  cardinals  de  Bouillon  and  Bonzi,  ac- 
companied by  Furftemberg,  repaired  to  Rome  with 
a  large  fum  of  money.  Peter  Ottoboni,  a  Vene- 
tian, was  elected  pope,  and  aflumed  the  name  of 
Alexander  VIII.  The  duke  de  Chaulnes  ambaf- 
fador  from  France,  immediately  fignified,  in  the 
name  of  his  mafter,  that  Avignon  mould  be  re- 
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A.  c.  1689.  ftored  to  the  patrimony  of  the  church  •,  and  Lewis 
renounced  the  franchises  in  a  letter  written  by  his 
own  hand  to  the  new  pontiff.  Alexander  received 
thefe  marks  of  relpect  with  the  warmeft  acknow- 
ledgments ;  but,  when  the  ambafiador  and  Fur- 
ftcmberg  befought  him  to  re-examine  the  election 
of  the  bifhop  of  Cologne,  which  had  been  the 
fource  of  ib  much  calamity  to  the  empire,  he  lent  a 
deaf  ear  to  their  felicitations.  He  even  confirmed 
the  difpenfations  granted  by  his  predeceflbr  to  the 
prince  of  Bavaria,  who  was  thus  impowered  to 
take  pofleffion  of  the  electorate,  though  he  had 
not  yet  attained  the  age  required  by  the  canons. 
Furflemberg  retired  in  difguft  to  Paris,  where  Lewis 
immediately  gratified  him  with  the  abbey  of  St. 
Germains. 

King  Wii-  King  William  found  it  an  eafier  tafk  to  unite  the 
U*ra  be'  councils  of  Europe  againft  the  common  enemy, 
i-opjar.""  than  to  conciliate  and  preferve  the  affections  of  his 
own  fubjects,  among  whom  he  began  vifibly  to 
decline  in  point  of  popularity.  Many  were  difla- 
tisfied  with  his  meafures  •,  and  a  great  number  even 
of  thofe  who  had  exerted  themfelves  for  his  eleva- 
tion, had  conceived  a  difguft  from  his  perfonal  de- 
portment, which  was  very  unfuitable  to  the  man- 
ners and  difpofition  of  the  Englim  people.  Inftead 
of  mingling  with  his  nobility  in  focial  amufements 
and  familiar  converfation,  he  maintained  a  difagree- 
able  reierve,  which  had  all  the  air  of  fullen  pride ; 
he  feldom  or  never  fpoke  to  his  courtiers  or  atten  - 
dants  •,  he  fpent  his  time  chiefly  in  the  clofet  retired 
from  all  communication  •,  or  among  his  troops  in  a 
camp  he  had  formed  at  Hounflow  •,  or  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  hunting,  to  which  he  was  immoderately  ad- 
dicted. This  had  been  prefcribed  to  him  by  phy- 
ficians,  as  neceffary  to  improve  his  conftitution, 
which  was  naturally  weak  •,  and  by  practice  had 
become  fo  habitual  that  he  could  not  lay  it  afide. 

His 
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His  ill  health  co-operating  with  his  natural  averlion  A-c->689- 
to  fociety,  produced  a  peevifhnefs  which  could  not 
fail  of  being  difpleafmg  to  thole  who  were  near  his 
perfon  •,  and  this  was  increafed  by  the  difputes  in 
his  cabinet,  and  the  oppofition  of  thole  who  were 
profeffed  enemies  to  his  government,  as  well  as  by 
the  alienation  of  his  former  friends.  As  he  could 
not  breathe  without  difficulty  in  the  air  of  London, 
he  refided  chiefly  at  Hampton -Court,  and  expend- 
ed confiderable  fums  in  beautifying  and  enlarging 
that  palace  •,  he  likewife  purchafed  the  houfe  at 
Kenfington  of  the  earl  of  Nottingham ;  and  fuch 
profufion,  in  the  beginning  of  an  expenfive  war, 
gave  umbrage  to  the  nation  in  general.  Whether 
he  was  advifed  by  his  counfellors,  or  his  own  faga- 
city  pointed  out  the  expediency  of  conforming  with 
the  Englilh  humour,  he  now  leemed  to  change  his 
clifpofition,  and  in  fome  meafure  adopt  the  manners 
of  his  predecefibrs.  In  imitation  of  Charles  II.  he 
relbrted  to  the  races  at  Newmarket;  he  accepted 
an  invitation  to  vifit  Cambridge,  where  he  behaved 
•with  remarkable  affability  to  the  members  of  the 
univerfity  ;  he  afterwards  dined  with  the  lord-mayor 
of  London,  accepted  the  freedom  of  the  city,  and 
condefcended  io  far  as  to  become  fovereign-mailer 
of  the  company  of  grocers. 

While  William  thus  endeavoured  to  remove  the  A  gv-a 
prejudices  which  had  been  conceived  againft  his  per-  "hc^rgy' 
fon,  the  period  arrived  which  the  parliament  had  refute  to 
prefcribed  for  taking  the  oaths  to  the  new  go-  l^L?* 
vernment.     Some  individuals  of  the  clergy  facri- 
ficed  their  benefices  to  their  fcruples  of  conlcience, 
and  abfolutely  refufed  to  take  oaths  that  were  con- 
trary to  thofe  they  had'  already  fworn  in  favour  of 
their  late  fovereign.     Thefe  were  diftinguifhed  by 
the  epithet  of  Nonjurors;  but  their  number  bore  a 
very  Imall  prdportion  to  that  of  others,  who  took 
them  with  fuch  refervations  and  diflindions  as  re- 
A  a  2  dounded 
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A  c,  1689,  dounded  very  little  to  the  honour  of  their  inte- 
grity. Many  of  thofe  who  had  been  the  warmeft 
advocates  for  non-refiitance  and  paflive  obe- 
dience, made  no  fcruple  of  renouncing  their  alle- 
giance to  king  James,  and  complying  with  the 
prefent  act,  after  having  declared  that  they  took 
the  oaths  in  no  other  fenie  than  that  of  a  peaceable 
fubmiffion  to  the  powers  that  were.  They  even 
affirmed  that  the  legiflature  itfelf  had  allowed  the 
diftinction  between  a  king  de  facto  and  a  king  de 
jure,  as  they  had  dropped  the  word  "  rightful" 
when  the  form  was  under  debate.  They  alledged 
that  as  prudence  obliged  them  to  conform  to  the 
letter  of  the  oath,  fo  confcience  required  them  to 
give  it  their  own  interpretation.  Nothing  could 
be  more  infamous,  and  of  worfe  tendency,  than 
than  this  practice  of  equivocating  in  the  mofl  facred 
of  all  obligations.  It  introduced  a  general  dif- 
regard  of  oaths,  which  hath  been  the  fource  of 
aniverfal  perjury  and  corruption.  Tho'  this  fet  of 
temporifers  were  bitterly  upbraided  both  by  the 
non jurors  and  the  papifts,  they  all  concurred  in 
reprefenting  William  as  an  enemy  to  the  church  ; 
as  a  prince  educated  in  the  doctrines  of  Calvin, 
which  he  plainly  efpoufed  by  limiting  his  favour 
and  preferment  to  Inch  as  were  latitudinarians  in 
religion,  and  by  his  abolifhing  epifcopacy  in  Scot- 
land. The  prefbytcrians  of  that  kingdom  now 
tyrannized  in  their  turn.  They  were  headed  by 
the  earl  of  Crawford,  a  nobleman  of  a  violent  tem- 
per and  ftrong  prejudices.  He  was  chofen  prefi- 
dent  of  the  parliament  by  the  intereft  of  Melvil, 
and  oppreffed  the  epifcopalians  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  the  greater  part  of  them,  from  refentment, 
became  well-wifhers  to  king  James.  Every  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  hardfliips  they  underwent,  was 
reported  in  England  ;  and  the  earl-of  Clarendon, 
as  well  as  the  lufpended  bifhops.  circulated  thefe 
j/  par- 
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particulars  with  great  aftiduity.  The  oaths  being  A-  c-  '6!i9* 
rejected  by  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the 
bifhops  of  Ely,  Chicheller,  Bath  and  Wells,  Peter- 
borough, and  Gloucefter,  they  were  fuipended 
from  their  functions,  and  threatened  with  depriva- 
tion. Lake  of  Chichefter  being  ieized  with  a 
dangerous  diftemper,  figned  a  iblemn  declaration, 
to  which  he  prorefied  his  adherence  to  the  doc- 
trine of  non-refiftance  and  pafllve  obedience,  which 
he  believed  to  be  the  diftinguifhing  characteriftic 
of  the  church  of  England.  After  his  death  this 
paper  was  publifhed,  induftrioufly  circulated,  and 
extolled  by  the  party,  as  an  infpired  oracle  pro. 
n-ounced  by  a  martyr  to  religious  truth  and  fmce- 
rity. 

All  the  clamour  that  was  raffed  againft  the  king  The  king 
could  not  divert  him  from  proiecutina;  the  icheme  grants .i 

.  commimon 

or  comprehenfion.  He  granted  a  commimon  un-  ibrrefbrm- 
der  the  great  feal  to  ten  bifliops,  and  twenty  digni-  ^ g.--h1"^h 
taries  of  the  church,  authorifing  them  to  meet  from 
from  time  to  time  in  the  Jerufalem -chamber,  to 
prepare  fuch  alteration  of  the  liturgy  and  the  ca- 
nons, and  fuch  propofals  for  the  reformation  of  ec- 
clefiallical  courts,  as  might  moft  conduce  to  the 
good  order,  edification,  and  uniting  of  the  church  j 
and  tend  to  reconcile  all  religious  differences  among 
the  proteftant  fubjects  of  the  kingdom.  A  cry 
was  immediately  raifed  againft  this  com  million,  as 
an  ecclefiaftical-court  illegal  and  dangerous.  At 
their  firft  meeting,  the  authority  of  the  commimon 
was  queftioned  by  Sprat,  biihop  of  Rocluiler,  who 
retired  in  difguft,  and  was  followed  by  Mew  of 
Winehefter,  and  the  doctors  Jane  and  Aldrich. 
Thefe  were  averle  to  any  alteration  of  the  forms 
and  conftitution  of  the  church,  in  favour  of  an  in- 
iolcnt  and  obftinate  party,  which  ought  to  have 
been  fatisfied  with  the  toleration  they  enjoyed. 
They  oblerved,  that  an  attempt  to  make  fuch  altt> 
A  a  3  ration 
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A.C.  i6s9.  rat}on  wouJd  divide  the  clergy,  and  bring  the  li- 
turgy into  difefteem  with  the  people,  at  it  would 
be  a  plain  acknowledgment  that  it  wanted  correc- 
tion. They  thought  they  mould  violate  the  dig- 
nity of  the  church,  by  condeicending  to  make 
offers  which  the  diflenters  were  at  liberty  to  refufe  j 
and  they  fufpecled  fome  of  their  colleagues  of  a  de- 
fign  to  give  up  epifcopal  ordination  -,  a  ftep  incon- 
fiftent  with  their  honour,  duty,  oaths,  and  fub- 
fcriptions. 

t^rSfr/  The  commifiioners,  notwithflanding  this  fecef- 
cation,nV "  fion,  proceeded  to  debate  with  moderation  on  the 
abufes  of  which  the  diflenters  had  complained,  and 
corrected  every  article  that  feemed  liable  to  any  juft 
objection;  but  the  oppofite  party  employed  all 
their  art  and  induftry  to  enflams  the  minds  of  the 
people  :  the  two  univerfities  declared  againft  all 
alterations,  and  thofe  who  promoted  them  :  the 
king  himfelf  was  branded  as  an  enemy  to  the  hier- 
archy ;  and  they  beftirred  themfelves  fo  fuccefsfully 
in  the  election  of  members  for  the  convocation, 
that  they  procured  a  very  considerable  majority. 
At  their  firfl  meeting,  the  friends  of  the  compre- 
henfion  fcheme  propofed  Dr.  Tillotfon  clerk  of  the 
clofet  to  his  majefty  as  prolocutor ;  but  the  other 
party  carried  it  in  favour  of  Dr.  Jane,  who  was 
counted  the  moft  violent  churchman  in  the  whole 
affembly.  In  a  Latin  fpeech  to  the  bifhop  of  Lon- 
don as  prefident,  he,  in  the  name  of  the  lower 
houfe,  afferted,  that  the  liturgy  of  England  need- 
ed no  amendment,  and  concluded  with  the  old  de- 
claration of  the  barons,  "  Nolumus  leges  Anglias 
"  mutarj."  We  will  not  fuflfer  the  laws  of  England 
to  be  changed.  The  bifhop,  in  his  reply,  exhorted 
them  to  moderation,  charity,  and  indulence,  to- 
wards their  brethren  the  cliffenters ;  and  to  make 
fuch  abatements  in  things  indifferent  as  might  ferve 
to  open  a  door  of  Jalyation  to  multitudes  of  ftraying 

chriftians- 


WILLIAM     III.  359 

chriftians.  His  injunctions,  however,  produced A-  c-j6S9- 
no  favourable  effect  The  lower  houie  feemed  to 
he  animated  by  a  fpirit  of  oppoficion  ;  and  next  day 
the  prefident  prorogued  them,  on  pretence  that 
the  royal  commiflion  by  which  they  were  to  aft  was 
defective,  for  want  of  being  fealed  ;  and  that  a  pro- 
rogation was  neceflary,  until  that  fanction  mould 
be  obtained.  In  this  interval,  means  were  ulcd  to 
mollify  their  noncompliant  tempers  ;  but  all  endea- 
vours proved  ineffectual.  When  they  met  again, 
the  earl  of  Nottingham  delivered  the  king's  com- 
miflion  to  both  houfes,  with  a  fpeech  of  his  own, 
and  a  meiTage  from  his  majefty,  importing,  that 
he  had  fummoned  them  out  of  a  pious  zeal  to  do 
every  thing  that  might  tend  to  the  bell  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  church  of  England,  which  fhould  al- 
ways enjoy  his  favour  and  protection.  He  ex- 
horted them  to  lay  afide  all  prejudice  ;  to  confider 
calmly  and  impartially  whatever  fhould  be  pro- 
poled  ;  he  affured  them  he  would  offer  nothing  but 
what  mould  be  for  the  honour,  peace,  and  advan- 
tage, of  the  proteilant  religion  in  general,  and 
particularly  of  the  church  of  England. 

The  bilhops  adjourning  to  the  Jerufalem-cham-  TMrkf, 
ber,  prepared  a  zealous  addrefs  of  tiianks  to  his  f"n^f™~ 
majefty,   which  being   fent  to  the  lower  houie  for  rented  rro- 
their  concurrence,   met    with  violent  oppofition. n* 
Amendments  were  propoied,  a  conference  enfued, 
and,  after  warm  debates,  they  agreed  upan  a  cold 
addrefs,    which  was   accordingly  prefented.     The 
majority  of  the  lower  houie,    far  from  taking  any 
meafures  in  favour  of  difienters,  converted  all  their 
attention  to  the  relief  of  their  nonjuring  brethren. 
Zealous  fpeeches    were  made    in    behalf  of    the 
fufpended  bifhops ;  and    Dr.   Jane  propoied   that 
fomething  might  be  done  to  qualify  them  to  fit  in 
the  convocation.     This,   however,  was  luch  a  (Kin- 
gerous  point  as  they  would  not  venture  to  difrufs. 
A  a  4  Yi  r, 
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A.C.  1689.  yeti  rather  than  proceed  upon  the  bufmefs  for 
which  they  had  been  aflembled,  they  began  to 
take  cognizance  of  fome  pamphlets  lately  pub- 
lifhed,  which  they  conceived  to  be  of  dangerous 
confequence  to  the  chriftian  religion.  The  pre- 
fident  and  his  party  perceiving  the  difppiition  of 
the  houfe,  did  not  think  proper  to  communicate 
any  propofal  touching  the  intended  reformation  ; 
and  the  king  fuffered  the  feflion  to  be  difcontinued 
by  repeated  prorogations.  . 

Proceedings  ^j^  parliament  meeting  on  the  nineteenth  day 
meS'.  'a~  of  October,  the  king,  in  a  fpeech  of  his  own  com- 
pofing,  explained  the  neceflity  of  a  prefent  fupply 
to  carry  on  the  war ;  defircd  that  they  might  be 
Ipeedy  in  their  determinations  on  this  fubjecl: ;  for 
thefe  would  in  a  great  meafure  influence  the  deli- 
berations  of  the  princes  and  ftates  concerned  in  the 
war  againil  France,  as  a  general  meeting  of  them 
was  appointed  to  be  held  next  month  at  the  Hague, 
to  fettle  the  operations  of  the  eniuing  campaign. 
He  concluded  with  recommending  the  difpatch  of 
a  bill  of  indemnity,  that  the  minds  of  his  fubjeds 
might  be  quieted;  and  that  they  might  unani- 
mo.ully  concur  in  promoting  the  honour  and  wel- 
fare of  the  kingdom.  As  feveral  inflammatory 
bills  and  difputes,  which  had  produced  heats 
and  animofities  in  the  laft  feflion,  were  flill  de- 
pending, the  king,  after  having  confulted  both 
houfes,  refolved  to  put  an  end  to  thofe  difputes  by 
a  prorogation.  He  accordingly  went  to  the  houfe 
of  lords,  and  prorogued  the  parliament  till  the 
twenty-nrft  day  of  October,  by  the  mouth  of  the 
new  fpeaker  Sir  Robert  Atkins,  the  marquis 
of  Hallifax  having  refigned  that  office.  When 
they  reaflembled,  the  king  referred  them  to  his 
former  fpeech ;  then  the  commons  unanimouily  - 
refolved  to  aflift  his  rnajefty  in  reducing  Ireland, 
and  in  joining  with  his  allies  abroad  for  a  vigorous 

pro- 


SAVILE  Mmpis  of  HALLIFAX. 


WILLIAM    III.  B6i 

profecution  of  the  war  againft  France  :   for  thefe  A.  c.  1*29- 
purpofes  they  voted  a  fupply  of  two  millions. 

During  this  fefiion  the  Whigs  employed  all  their  The 
influence  and  intrigues  in  obftrufting  the  bill  of  i 
indemnity,  which  they  knew  would  open  a  door  de 
for  favour  and  preferment  to  the  oppofite  party, 
which  began  to  gain  ground  in  the  king's  good 
graces.  With  this  view  they  revived  the  pro- 
iecution  of  the  ftate-prilbners.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  prepare  a  charge  againft  Burton 
and  Graham.  The  commons  relblved  to  impeach 
the  earls  of  Peterborough,  Salifbury,  and  Caftle- 
main,  Sir  Edward  Hales,  and  Obadiah  Walker, 
of  high  treaibn,  for  having  been  reconciled  to  the 
church  of  Rome,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  realm. 
A  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  to  declare  the 
eftate  of  the  late  lord  chancellor  Jeffries  forfeited 
to  the  crown,  and  attaint  his  blood ;  but  it  met 
with  fuch  oppofition  that  the  meafure  was  dropped  : 
the  houie  however  agreed,  that  the  pecuniary  pe- 
nalties incurred  by  thofe  perfons  who  had  exer- 
cifed  offices  contrary  to  the  laws  againft  popilh  re- 
cufants,  mould  be  ipeedily  levied,  and  applied  to 
the  public  fervice.  The  lord  Griffin  being  detect- 
ed in  maintaining  a  correfpondence  with  king 
James  and  his  partifans,  was  committed  to  the 
Tower  -,  but  as  no  other  evidence  appeared  againft 
him  than  written  letters,  found  in  the  falfe  bottom 
of  a  pewter  bottle,  they  could  not  help  confenting 
to  his  being  releafed  upon  bail,  as  they  had  lately 
refolved  that  Algernoon  Sidney  had  been  unjuftly 
condemned,  becaufe  nothing  but  writings  had 
been  produced  againft  him  at  his  trial.  The  two 
houles  concurred  in  appointing  a  committee  to  en- 
quire who  were  advifers  and  profecutors  in  taking 
away  the  lives  of  lord  Rufiel,  colonel  Sydney,  Sir 
Thomas  Armftrbng,  alderman  Cornim,  and  others  i 
and  who  were  chiefly  concerned  in  the  arbitrary 
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A.C.  1689.  practices  touching  the  writs  of  Quo  Warranto,  and 
the  furrender  of  charters.  This  inquiry  was  levell- 
ed at  the  marquis  of  Hallifax,  who  had  concurred 
with  the  miniftry  of  Charles  in  all  thofe  feverities  ; 
and,  though  no  proof  appeared  upon  which  votes 
or  addrefTes  could  be  founded,  that  nobleman  law 
it  was  necefiary  for  him  to  withdraw  himlelf  from 
the  adminiftration.  He  therefore  refigned  the  privy - 
feal,  which  was  put  in  commiffion,  and  reconciled 
himfelf  to  the  Tories,  of  whom  he  became  the  pa- 
tron and  protector. 

The  com-  The  commons  likewife  refumed  the  examination 
fumTtTe'  °^  tne  mifcarriages  in  Ireland ;  and  defired  the 
inquiry  into  kjng  would  appoint  commiffioners  to  go  over  and 
themKcar-  enquire  into  the  condition  of  the  army  in  that 
kingdom.  Schomberg  underftanding  that  he  had 
\^&en  blamed  in  the  houfe  of  commons  for  his  inac- 
tivity, tranfmitted  to  the  king  a  fatisfa&ory  vindi- 
cation of  his  own  conduct ;  and  it  appeared  that 
the  mifcarriages  in  Ireland  were  wholly  owing  to 
John  Shales,  purveyor-general  to  the  army.  The 
commons  immediately  preiented  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  praying  that  Shales  might  be  taken  into 
cuftody ;  that  all  his  papers,  accounts,  and  ftores, 
fhould  be  fecured-,  and  that  duke  Schomberg 
might  be  empowered  to  fill  his  place  with  a  more 
able  purveyor.  The  king  gave  them  to  under- 
ftand,  that  he  had  already  lent  orders  to  the  gene- 
ral for  that  purpofe.  Neverthelefs,  they  in  another 
petition  requefted  his  majefty  to  name  thofe  who 
had  recommended  Shales  to  his  fervice,  as  he  had 
cxercifed  the  fame  office  under  king  James,  and 
was  fufpected  of  treafonable  practices  again  ft  the 
government.  William  declined  gratifying  their 
requeft ;  but  he  afterwards  fent  a  meflage  to  the 
houfe,  deflring  them  to  recommend  a  certain  num- 
ber of  commiflioners  to  fuperintend  fuch  provifions 
and  preparations  as  might  be  neceffary  for  that  ler- 
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vice  •,  as  well  as  to  nominate  certain  perfbns  to  At  c-  l68s- 
go  over  and  examine  the  ftate  of  the  army  in 
Ireland.  The  commons  were  fo  mollified  by  this 
inftancc  of  his  condefcenfion,  that  they  left  the 
whole  affair  to  his  own  direction,  and  proceeded 
to  examine  other  branches  of  mifconduct.  In- 
ftances  of  mifmanagement  appeared  fo  numerous 
and  fo  flagrant,  that  they  relblved  upon  a  fubfe- 
quent  addrefs,  to  explain  the  ill  conduct  and  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  army  and  navy  ;  to  defire  he  would  find 
out  the  authors  of  thefe  mifcarriages,  and  for  the 
future  entruft  unfufpected  perfons  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  affairs.  They  ordered  the  victuallers 
of  the  fleet  to  be  taken  into  cuftody,  on  fufpicion 
of  having  furnifhed  the  navy  with  unwholefome 
provifions,  and  new  commifiioners  were  appointed. 
Bitter  reproaches  were  thrown  out  againft  the  mini- 
ftry,  Mr.  Hambden  expreffed  his  furprize  that 
the  adminiftration  (hould  confilt  of  thofe  very  per- 
fons whom  king  James  had  employed  when  his  af- 
fairs were  defperate,  to  treat  with  the  prince  of 
Orange  ;  and  moved  that  the  king  mould  be  peti- 
tioned in  an  addrefs  to  remove  fuch  perfons  from 
his  prefence  and  councils.  This  was  a  ftroke  aim- 
ed at  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  whofe  office  of  fecre- 
tary  Hambden  defired  to  pofiels  :  but  his  motion 
was  not  feconded,  the  court- members  oblerving 
that  James  did  not  depute  thofe  lords  to  the  prince 
of  Orange  becaufe  they  were  attached  to  his  own 
intereft,  but  for  a  very  different  reafon,  namely, 
that  they  were  well  known  to  difapprove  of  his 
meafures  -y  and  therefore  would  be  the  more  agree- 
able to  his  highnefs.  The  houfe,  however,  voted 
an  addrefs  to  the  king,  defiring  that  the  authors  of 
the  mifcarriages  might  be  brought  to  condign  pu- 
nifhment. 

In  the  fequel,  the  queftion  was  propofed,  Whe- 
ther a  placeman  ought  to  have  a  feat  in  the  houfe  ? 

And 
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A.  c.  1689.  And  a  very  warm  debate  enfued ;  but  it  was  carried 
Kmgwii-  in  the  affirmative,  on  the  fuppofition  that  by  luch 
teeTaglinft"  exc^ufi°n  tne  commonwealth  would  be  deprived  of 
the  whigs,  fome  of  the  ableft  fenators  of  the  kingdom.  But 
what  chiefly  irritated  William  againft  the  Whigs, 
was  their  backwardnefs  in  promoting  the  public 
fervice ;  and  their  disregard  of  the  earneft  defire  he 
expreffed  to  fee  his  revenue  fettled  for  life.  He 
faid  his  title  was  no  more  than  a  pageant  -,  and  the 
worft  of  all  governments  was  that  of  a  king  with- 
out treafure.  Neverthelefs,  they  would  not  grant 
the  civil  lift  for  a  longer  term  than  one  year.  They 
began  to  think  there  was  fomething  arbitrary  in  his 
difpoiition.  His  fallen  behaviour  in  all  probabi- 
lity firft  infufed  this  opinion,  which  was  ftrengthened 
and  confirmed  by  the  infmuations  of  his  enemies. 
The  Scots,  who  had  come  up  to  London  to  give  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  in  their  parliament, 
were  infected  with  the  fame  notion.  One  Simpfon, 
a  preibyterian  of  that  country,  whom  the  earl  of 
Portland  employed  as  a  fpy,  had  infinuated  him- 
felf  into  the  confidence  of  Nevil  Payne,  an  active 
and  intelligent  partifan,  and  agent  of  king  James ; 
by  which  means  he  fupplied  the  earl  with  fuch  in- 
telligence as  raifed  him  to  fome  degree  of  credit 
with  that  minifter.  This  he  ufed  in  prepoflefling 
the  earl  againft  the  king's  beft  friends,  and  infu- 
ling  jealoufies  which  were  foon  kindled  into  mutual 
diftruft  and  animofity. 

plot  a  ainft  ^IT  James  Montgomery,  who  had  been  a  warm 
the  govern-  advocate  for  the  revolution,  received  advice  that 
7amesb>  S"  ^e  court  ^u^Pec^ec^  him  and  others  of  difafFeftion, 
Mcntgo-  and  was  employed  in  feek.ing  evidence  by  which 
™vl'-ty  fhey  might  be  profecuted.  They  were  equally 
p>ur-  alarmed  and  incenfed  at  this  intimation,  and  Payne 
feized  the  opportunity  of  feducing  them  into  a 
correfpondence  with  the  exiled  king.  They  de- 
manded the  fettlement  of  prefbytery  in  Scotland, 

and 
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and  actually  engaged  in  a  treaty  for  his  reftoration.  A.  c.  1629- 
They  reconciled  themfelves  to  the  duke  of  Queenf- 
berry,  and  the  other  noblemen  of  the  epifcopal 
party  :  they  wrote  to  James  for  a  fupply  of  money, 
arms,  and  ammunition,  together  with  a  reinforce- 
ment of  three  thoufand  men  from  Dunkirk.  Mont- 
gomery  had  acquired    great  mteteft  among  the 
Whigs  of  England,  and  this  he  employed  in  ani« 
mating  them  againft  the  king  and  the  miniftry.  He 
reprefented  them  as  a  fet  of  wicked  men,  who  em- 
ployed infamous  fpies  to  infnare  and  ruin  the  fail 
friends  of  the  government  •,  and  found  means  to 
alienate  them  fo  much  from  William,  that  they 
began  to  think  in  earned  of  recalling  their  banilhed 
prince.     The  duke  of  Bolton  and  the  earl  of  Mon- 
mouth  were  almoft  perfuaded  into  a  conipiracy  for 
this  purpofe :  they  feemed  to  think  James  was  now 
fo  well  convinced  of  his  former  errors,   that  they 
might  truft   him  without  fcruple.      Montgomery 
and  Payne  were  the  chief  managers  of  the  fcheme  ; 
and  they  admitted  Fergufon  into  their  councils,  as 
a  veteran  in  the  arts  of  treafon.     In  order  to  blaft 
William's  credit  in  the  city,  they  circulated  a  re- 
port that  James  would  grant  a  full  indemnity,   fe- 
parate  himfelf  entirely  from  the  French  intereft, 
and  be  contented  with  a  fecret  connivance  in  favour 
of  the  Roman  catholics.     Montgomery's  brother 
afTured  the  bifhop  of  Salisbury,  that  a  treaty  with 
king  James  was  abfolutely  concluded,  and  an  in- 
vitation fubfcribed  by  the  whole  cabal.     He  faid 
'  this  paper  would  be  lent  to  Ireland  by  the  way  of 
France,  as  the  direct  communication  was  difficult ; 
and  he  propofed  a  method  for  feizing  it  before  it 
ihould  be  conveyed  out  of  the  kingdom.     Wil- 
liamton,  the  fuppofed  bearer  of  it,  had  obtained  a 
pafs  for  Flanders  ;  and  a  meffenger  being  fent  in 
purfuit  of  him,  fecured  his  cloaths  and  portman- 
teau j  but,  after  a  very  ftricl:  examination,  nothing 

appeared 
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A.C.  «689,  appeared  to  juftify  the  intelligence.  Williamfon 
had  previoufly  delivered  the  papers  to  Simpfon, 
who  hired  a  boat  at  Deal,  and  arrived  in  fafety  at 
France.  He  returned  with  large  afTurances,  and 
twelve  thoufand  pounds  were  remitted  to  the  Scot- 
tifti  undertakers.  Montgomery  the  informer,  fee- 
ing his  intelligence  falfified,  loft  his  credit  with 
the  bimop,  and  dreading  the  refentment  of  the 
other  party,  retired  to  the  continent.  The  con- 
fpiraters  loudly  complained  of  the  falfe  imputations 
they  had  incurred.  The  pretended  dilcoveries 
were  looked  upon  as  fictions  of  the  miniftry,  and 
the  king  on  this  occafion  fuffered  greatly  in  the 
opinion  of  his  fubjects, 

Warm  d«-       The  Tories  ftill  continued  to  carry  on  a  fecret 
bates  in  par.  negotiation  with  the  court.     They  took  advantage 
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b>ut  the  of  the  ill  humour  fubfiftmg  between  the  king  and 
corporation-  fat  Whigs ;  and  promifed  large  fupplies  of  money, 
provided  this  parliament  mould  be  diffolved,  and 
another  immediately  convoked.  The  oppofite  party 
being  appriied  of  their  intention,  brought  a  bill  in- 
to the  houfe  of  commons  for  refloring  corporations 
to  their  antient  rights  and  privileges.  They  knew 
their  own  ftrength  at  elections  confifted  in  thefe 
corporations  •,  and  they  inferted  two  additional  fe- 
vere  claufes  againft  thofe  who  were  in  any  fhape 
concerned  in  iurrendering  charters.  The  whole 
power  of  the  Tories  was  exerted  againft  this  claufe ; 
and  now  the  Whigs  vied  with  them  in  making  court 
to  his  majefty,  promifmg  to  manifeft  the  moft  fub  - 
mifiive  obedience  mould  this  bill  be  enacted  into  a 
law.  The  ftrength  of  the  Tories  was  now  become 
fo  formidable  in  the  houfe,  that  they  outvoted  the 
other  party,  and  the  claufes  were  rejected  ;  but 
the  bill  paffed  in  its  original  form.  The  lords  de- 
bated upon  the  point,  Whether  a  corporation  could 
be  forfeited  or  furrendered  ?  Lord  chief  juftice 
Holt,  and  two  other  judges  declared  their  opi- 
nion 
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nion  in  the  affirmative:  the  reft  thought  other- A«c- 168»' 
wife,  as  no  precedents  could  be  produced  farther 
back  than  the  reign  of  Henry  VJII.  when  the  ab- 
bies  were  furrendered ;  and  this  inftance  feemed 
too  violent  to  authorife  luch  a  meafure  in  a  regular 
courfe  of  adminiftration.  The  bill,  however,, 
panned  by  one  voice  only.  Then  both  parties 
quickened  their  applications  to  the  king,  who  found 
himfelf  fo  perplexed  and  diftrafted  between  two 
factions  which  he  equally  feared,  that  he  refolved 
to  leave  the  government  in  the  queen's  hands, 
and  retire  to  Holland.  He  communicated  this  de- 
iign  to  the  marquis  of  Carmaerthen,  the  earl  of 
Shrewfbury,  and  fome  other  noblemen,  who  prefled 
him  to  lay  afide  this  refolution,  and  even  minglfd 
tears  in  their  re monft ranees. 

He  at  length  complied  with  their  requeft,  and  The  king 
determined  to  finim  the  Irifh  war  in  peribn.  This  gnf°^vet^° 
defign  was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  the  parlia-  i^/h  war 
ment.  His  friends  dreaded  the  climate  of  thatinPerfon> 
country,  which  might  prove  fatal  to  his  weak  con- 
flitution.  The  well-wifhers  of  James  were  afraid 
of  that  prince's  being  hard  prefled,  mould  William 
take  the  field  againft  him  in  perfon  :  both  houfes 
therefore  began  to  prepare  an  addreis  againft  this 
expedition.  In  order  to  prevent  this  remonftrance, 
the  king  went  to  the  parliament,  and  formally  fig- 
nified  his  refolution.  After  his  fpeech  they  were 
prorogued  to  the  fecond  day  of  April.  On  the 
fixth  day  of  February  they  were  diffolved  by  pro- 
clamation, and  a  new  parliament  was  lummoned 
to  meet  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March.  During 
this  leffion,  the  commons,  in  an  addrefs  to  the 
king,  defired  that  a  revenue  of  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  might  be  fettled  upon  the  prince  and 
princefs  of  Denmark,  out  of  the  civil  lift  ;  and  his 
majefty  gratified  them  in  this  particular ;  though 

the 
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A.  c.  1689.  the  warmth  and  induftry  with  which  the  friends  of 
the  princefs  exerted  themfelves  in  promoting  the 
fettlement,  produced  a  coldnefs  and  mifunder- 
ftanding  between  the  two  fitters  -,  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  difgrace  of  the  earl  of  Maryborough  was 
imputed  to  the  part  which  his  wife  acted  on  the 
occation.  She  was  lady  of  the  bed-chamber,  and 
chief  confident  to  the  princefs, whom  me  ftrenuoufly 
adviied  to  infill  upon  the  fettlement,  rather  than 
depend  upon  the  generofity  of  the  king  and 
queen. 

General  About  this  period,  general  Ludlow,  who  at  the 
Ludw  ar-  refloration  had  been  excepted  from  the  act  of  in- 
Engiand ;  demnity,  as  one  of  thofe  who  fat  in  judgment  upon 
but  is  o-  Charles  I.  arrived  in  England,  and  offered  his  fcr- 
whhdraw.  vice  in  reducing  Ireland,  where  he  had  formerly 
commanded.  Though  a  rigid  republican,  he  was 
reputed  a  confcientious  man,  and  a  good  officer. 
He  had  received  fome  encouragement  to  come 
over,  and  probably  would  have  been  employed > 
had  not  the  commons  interpofed.  Sir  Edward 
Seymour,  who  enjoyed  by  grant  an  eftate  in  Wilt- 
mire,  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  Ludlow, 
began  to  be  in  pain  for  his  pofiemon.  He  obferv- 
ed  in  the  houfe,  that  the  nation  would  be  difgraced, 
mould  one  of  the  regicides  be  fuffered  to  live  in 
the  kingdom.  An  addrefs  was  immediately  pre- 
fented  to  the  king,  defiring  a  proclamation  might 
be  iffued,  promifmg  a  reward  for  apprehending 
general  Ludlow.  This  was  accordingly  publimed  •, 
but  not  before  he  had  landed  in  Holland,  from 
whence  he  returned  to  Vevay  in  Swiflerland,  where 
he  wrote  the  memoirs  of  his  life,  and  died  after  an 
exile  of  thirty  years. 

While  king  William  fluctuated  between  two 
diTjieo-  Part^s  in  England,  his  intereft  in  Scotland  had 
bite»  in  well  ni»h  given  way  to  a  coalition  between  the  ori- 
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gmal  Jacobites,  and  Montgomery's  party  of  dif-  A-  Ct  l6S3- 
contented  prefbyterians.  Colonel  Car>non,  who  fuc- 
cesded  the  vifcount  Dundee  in  command,  after 
having  made  feveral  unfuccefsful  efforts  in  favour 
of  the  late  king's  intereft,  retired  into  Ireland  ;  and 
.the  Highlanders  chofe  Sir  Hugh  Cameron  for  their 
leader.  Under  him  they  renewed  their  incurfions 
with  the  better  profped:  of  fuccefs,  as  feveral  regi- 
ments of  the  regular  troops  had  been  lent  to  rein- 
force the  army  of  Schomberg.  James  afiifted 
them  with  cloaths,  arms,  and  ammunition,  together 
with  fome  officers,  amongft  whom  was  colonel 
Buchan,  appointed  to  a<5b  as  their  chief  commander. 
This  officer,  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundred  men, 
advanced  into  the  (hire  of  Murray,  in  hope  of  be- 
ing joined  by  other  malcontents ;  but  he  was  fur- 
prifed  and  routed  by  Sir  Thomas  Livingftone, 
while  major  Fergufon  deftroyed  the  places  they  pof- 
fefied  in  the  iQe  of  Mull ;  fo  that  the  Highlanders 
were  obliged  to  retire  and  conceal  themfelves 
among  their  hills  and  faftnefles.  The  friends  of 
James  defpairing  of  doing  any  thing  effectual  for 
his  fervice  in  the  field,  converted  all  their  attention 
to  the  proceedings  in  parliament,  where  they  ima- 
gined their  intereft  was  much  ftronger  than  it  ap- 
peared to  be  upon  trial.  They  took  the  oaths 
without  hefitation,  and  hoped,  by  the  afilftance  of 
their  new  allies,  to  embroil  the  government  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  the  majority  of  the  people  would  de- 
clare for  a  reftoration.  But  the  views  of  thefe  new 
cemented  parties  were  altogether  incompatible ;  and 
their  principles  diametrically  oppofite.  Notwith- 
Itanding  their  concurrence  in  parliament,  the  earl 
of  Melvil  procured  a  fmall  majority.  The  oppo- 
fition  was  immediately  difcouraged ;  fome  indivi- 
duals retraced,  rather  than  fall  with  a  finking  caufe ; 
and  mutual  jealoufies  began  to  prevail.  The  leaders 
of  the  coalition  treated  feparatcly  with  king  James ; 
N°  78.  B  b  made 
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A.c.i6?9.  made  inconfiftent  demands  •,  reciprocally  concealed 
their  negotiations  j  in  a  word,  they  diilrufted  and 
hared  one  another  with  the  moft  implacable  refent- 
ment. 

The  court  The  earls  of  Argyle,  Anandale,  and  Braidalbin, 
imerefttfi-  withdrew  from  their  councils,  and  repaired  to  Eng- 
riTopJoT1"  land-  Montgomery,  terrified  at  their  defection, 
tionintkat  went  privately  to  London,  after  lie  had  hinted 
country.  fomething  of  the  plot  to  Melvil,  and  folicited  a 
pafs  from  the  queen,  which  was  refufed.  Anan- 
dale having  received  information  that  Montgomery 
had  difciofed  all  the  particulars  of  the  negotiation, 
threw  him  (elf  upon  the  queen's  mercy,  and  dif- 
covered  all  he  knew  of  the  confpiracy.  As  he  had 
not  treated  with  any  of  the  malcontents  in  Eng- 
land, they  remained  fecure  from  his  evidence  ;  but, 
he  informed  againft  Nevil  Payne,  v/ho  had  been 
fent  down  as  their  agent  to  Scotland,  where  he 
now  refided.  He  was  immediately  apprehended 
by  the  council  of  that  kingdom,  in  confequen.ee  of 
a  letter  from  the  earl  of  Nottingham  *,  and  twice 
put  to  the  torture,  which  he  refolutely  bore  with- 
out difcovering  his  employers.  Montgomery  ftill 
abfconded  in  London,  foliciting  a  pardon  ;  bur, 
finding  he  could  not  obtain  it,  except  on  condition 
of  making  a  full  difcovery,  he  abandoned  his 
country,  and  chofe  to  die  in  exile,  rather  than  be- 
tray his  confederates.  This  difunion  of  the  con- 
fpirators  and  difcovery  of  the  plot,  left  the  earl  of 
Melvil  in  poflcffion  of  a  greater  majority ;  though 
even  this  he  was  fain  to  fecure  by  overftraining  his 
inftrucliions  in  the  articles  of  patronage,  and  the 
fupremacy  of  the  crown,  which  he  yielded  up  to  the 
fury  of  the  fanatic  prefbyierians,  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  king  William.  In  lieu  of  thefe,  how- 
ever, they  indulged  him  with  the  tax  cf  chimne^ 
or  hearth-money  ;  and  a  teft  to  be  impofcd  upon 
ail  perfons--in  office  and"  parliament,  declaring 
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William  and  Mary  their  lawful  fovereigns,  and  re-  A  c.  1689. 
nounctng  the  pretended  title  of  king  Jarnes.  All 
the  laws  in  favour  of  epifcopacy  were  rrpeal^d. 
Three  fcore  of  the  prefbyterian  minifters,  who  had 
been  ejected  at  the  reftoration,  were  ftill  alive  ;  and 
thefe  the  parliament  declared  the  only  found  part 
of  the  church.  The  government  of  it  was  lodged 
in  their  hands  ;  and  they  were  impowered  to  admit 
fur h  as  th^y  mould  think  proper  to  their,  affiftance. 
A  few  furious  fanatics  being  thus  afibciated,  pro- 
ceeded with  ungovernable  violence  to  perfecute  the 
epifcopal  party,  exercifing  the  very  fame  tyranny 
againft  which  they  themie'ves  had  fo  loudly  ex- 
claimed. 

While  the  prefbyteriari  intereft  thus  triumphed  The  Torv 
in  Scotland,  the  two  parties'  that  divided  England  imereft  Prc- 
employed  their  whole  influence  and   attention  in  new*  part-/. 
managing  the  elections  for  a  new  parliament ;    and  ™em  of 
the  Tories  obtained  the  victory.     The  king  feemed 
gradually  falling  into  the  arms  of  this  party.    They 
complained  of  their   having  been  totally  excluded 
from  the  lieutenancy  of  London  at  the  king*s  ac- 
ceflion  to  the  crown  ;  and  now  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  \.h*.  moft  violent  Tories  in  the  city  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  commiffion  by  the  intejrefi  and  ad- 
drels  of  the   biihop  of  London,    the   marquis   o£ 
Carmaerthen,  and   the  earl  of  Nottingham.     To  - 
gratify  that  party,    the  earls  of  Monmouth    and 
Warrington    were    diimiffcd   from    their   employ- 
ments j    nay,    when   the    parliament   met  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  March,  the  commons   choir  lor  Burner, 
their  fpcaker  Sir  John  Trevor,  a  violent  paitil^n  otjjjj*' 
that  fadlion,   v/ho  had  bten  created  mafter  or  the  Tindai.' 
rolls  by  the  late  king.      He  was  a  bold  artful  man,  Kali)h' 
a-nd  undertook   to  procure  a  majority  to  be  at  the 
devotion  of  the  ccAiiT    provided  he  fhould  be  fup- 
phed  with   the  iKced'try   lums  for  the  purpofes  of 
corruption.     William  finding  there  was  no  other 
B  b  2  way 
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A.C.  1690.  way  of  maintaining  his  adminiftration  in  peat?, 
thought  proper  to  countenance  the  practices  of  pur- 
chafing  votes,  and  appointed  Trevor  firft  commif- 
fioner  of  the  great  feal.  In  his  fpeech  to  the  new 
parliament,  he  gave  them  to  understand,  that  he 
iliil  perfifted  in  his  relblutien  of  going  in  perfon  ta 
Ireland.  He  defired  they  would  make  a  fettlement 
of  the  revenue,  or  eftablifh  it  for  the  prefect,  as  a 
fund  of  credit,  upon  which  the  necefiary  fums  for 
the  fervice  of  the  government  might  be  immedi- 
ately advanced  :  he  fignifkd  his  intention  of  fend- 
ing to  them  an  act  of  grace,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
that  he  might  manifeft  his  readinefs  to  extend  his 
protection  to  all  his  fubjeds ;  and  leave  no  colour 
Of  excufe  for  raifing  difturbances  in  his  abfence,  as 
he  knew  how  bufy  fome  ill-affeded  men  v/ere  in 
their  endeavours  to  alter  the  eftablifhed  govern- 
ment :  he  recommended  an  union  with  Scotland, 
the  parliament  of  which  had  appointed  commiflion- 
ers  for  that  purpofe  :  he  told  them  he  mould  leave 
the  adminiftration  in  the  hands  of  the  queen  -,  and 
defired  they  would  prepare  an  aft  to  confirm  her 
authority :  he  exhorted  them  to  difpatch  the 
bufmefs  for  which  they  were  affembled  ;  to  avoid 
debates  ;  and  exprefied  his  hope  that  they  mould 
foon  meet  again  to  finifh  what  might  be  now  left 
imperfeft. 

Bin  for  re-       The  commons,  in  compliance  with  his  requeft, 
cogging     voted  a  fupply  of  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 

theirm^jcl'-  MI-  r     \  r  i  •  r    i    i  i       r       c 

ti«s.  one  million  or  that  ium  to  be  railed  by  a  clauie  or 
credit  in  the  revenue-bills ;  but,  he  could  not  pre- 
vail upon  them  to  fettle  the  revenue  for  life.  They 
granted,  however,  the  hereditary  excife  for  that 
term  ;  but  the  cuftoms  for  four  years  only.  They 
confidered  this  fhort  term  as  the  beft  fecurity  the 
kingdom  could  have  for  frequent  parliaments ; 
though  this  precaution  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to 
their  fovereign.  A  poll  bill  was  likewife  pafled  ; 

ether 
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oiher  (applies  were  granted  -,  and  both  parties  feem-  A-c-  I0sft> 
•ed  to  court  his  irsajcfty  by  advancing  money  on 
thofc  fund  of  credit.  The  Whigs  however  had 
another  batteiy  in  referve.  They  produced,  in  the 
upper  houfe,  a  bill  for  recognizing  their  majefties 
a:>  the  rightful  and  lawful  fovereigns  of  thefe  realms  ; 
and  for  declaring  all  the  acts  cf  the  laft  parliament 
to  be  good  and  valid.  The  Tories  were  now  re- 
duced to  a  very  perplexed  fituation.  They  could 
not  oppofe  the  bill  without  hazarding  the  inteieft 
they  had  fo  lately  acquired,  r.o-r  affent  to  it  without 
lolemniy  renouncing  their  former  arguments  and 
difti notions.  They  made  no  great  objections  to 
the  firil  part,  and  even  propoftd  to  enact,  Thac 
thofe  fliould  be  deemed  good  laws  for  the  time  to 
come ;  but  they  refilled  to  declare  them  valid  for 
that  which  was  pad.  After  a  long  debate,  the  bill 
was  committed  -,  yet  the  Whigs  loft  their  majority 
on  the  report :  neverthelefs,  the  bill  was  recovered, 
and  pafitd  with  fonie  alteration  in  the  words,  in 
c -onfsquence  of  a  nervous  fpirited  proteft,  figned 
Bohon,  Macclesfield,  Stamford,  Newport,  Bedford, 
Herberr,  Suffolk,  Monmouth,  Delemare,  and  Ox- 
ford. The  whole  intereft  of  the  court  was  thrown 
into  the  fcale  with  this  bill,  before  it  would  pre- 
ponderate againft  .the  Tories,  the  chiefs  of  whom, 
with  the  earl  of  Nottingham  at  their  head,  protefted 
in  their  turn.  The  fame  party  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  were  determined  upon  a  vigorous  oppoG- 
tion  i  and  in  the  mean  time  Ibme  trifling  objections 
were  made  that:  it  might  be  committed  for  amend- 
ment i  but  their  defign  was  prematurely  difcovered 
by  one  of  their  faction,  who  chanced  to  queftion 
the  legality  of  the  convention,  as  it  was  not  fum- 
rnoned  by  the  king's  writ.  This  infmuation  was 
anfwered  by  Somers  the  Solicitor-general,  who 
ohferved,  that  if  it  was  net  a  legal  parliament,  they 
who  were  then  mer,  and  who  had  taken  the  oaths 
B  b  3  enacted 
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A.c.jfigo,  enacted  by  that  parliament-,  were  guilty  of  high 
tieafon  :  the  laws  repealed  by  it  were  (till  in  force  ; 
it  was  thdr  duty  therefore  to  return  to  king  James  ; 
and  all  concerned  in  collecting  and  paying  the 
money  levied  by  the  acts  of  that  parliament,  were 
highly  criminal.  The  Tories  were  fo  ftruck  with 
tlide  arguments,  that  the  bill  palled  without  fur- 
ther oppoficion,  and  immediately  received  the 
royal  afTent.  Thus  the  fettlement  was  confirmed 
by  thofe  very  people  who  had  fo  loudly  exclaimed 
againft  it  as  illegal  :  but  the  Whigs,  With  all  their 
management,  would  not  have  gained  their  point, 
had  not  the  court  been  interefted  in  the  difpute. 
Another  Tlvert  was  another  violent  ccnteft  between  the 
teSout0""  two  parties,  on  the  import  of  a  bill  requiring  all 
the  bin  of  fubjects  in  office  to  abjure  king  James,  on  pain  of 
imprifonment.  Though  the  clergy  were  at  firft 
exempted  from  this  tefr,  ths  main  body  of  the 
Tories  opp^fed  it  with  great  vehemence,  while  the 
"Wrrgs,  under  the  countenance  of  the  miniftry, 
flipper  ted  it  with  equal  vigour.  It  produced  long 
and  viole.  t  debates  i  and  the  two  factions  feemed 
pretty  equally  balanced.  At  length,  the  Tories  re- 
prefented  to  thi  king,  that  a  great  deal  of  precious 
time  would  b-  loft  in  fruitlefs  altercation  :  that 
thofe  who  dedaied  againft  the  bill  would  grow 
fullen  and  intractable,  fo  as  to  oppofe  every  other 
moiion  that  might  be  made  for  the  king's  fervice  : 
that,  in  cafe  of  its  being  carried,  his  majeity  mud 
fall  a^-nn  into  the  hands  of  the  Whigs,  who  would 
ren  w  their  former  practices  againft  the  prerogative; 
and  many  individuals,  who  are  now  either  well  af- 
-ft-ctrd  to  him,  or  at  leaft  neutral,  v/ould  become 
Jacobi.e5  from  refentment.  Thefefuggeftions  had 
fuch  wfight  with  king  William,  that  he  fent  an 
irvirza-'-i  n  to  toe  commons,  defiring  they  would 
drop  th"  debate,  and  proceed  to  matters  that  were 
more  preiTing.  The  Wnigs  in  general  were  difgufted 
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at  this  interpofition  ;  and  the  earl  of  Shrewfbury,  A<Ct  l69°' 
who  had  interefted  himfelf  warmly  in  behalf  of  the 
bill,  referited  it  fo  deeply,  that  he  infilled  on  re- 
figning  his  office  of  fccretary  of  ilate.     The  king, 
who  revered  his  talents   and  integrity,  employed 
Dr.  Tiilotfon   and  others,  who  were  fuppofed  to 
have  credit  with   the  earl,  to  diffuade  him  from 
quitting  his  employment ;  but,  he  continued  deaf 
to  all   their  remonflrances,  and  would    not  even 
comply  with  the  requeft  of  his  majefty,  who  prefied 
him  to  keep  the  feals  until  he  Ihouid  return  from 
Ireland.     Long  debates  were  likewife  managed  in 
the  houfe  of  lords,  upon  the  bill  of  abjuration,  or 
rather  an  oath  of  fpecial  fidelity  to  William,  in  pp- 
pofition  to  James.     The  Tories   profefled  them- 
felves  willing  to  enter  into  a  negative  engagement 
againft  the  late  king  and  his  adherents;  but  they 
oppofed  the  oath  of  abjuration  with  all  their  might; 
and  the  houfe  was  fo  equally  divided  that  neither 
fide  was  willing  to  hazard  a  decifion  :    fo  that  all 
the  fruits  of  their  debates  was  a  prolongation  of  the 
feflion. 

An  act  was  prepared  for  inverting;  the  queen  with  King  wa- 
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the  admmiftration  during  the  kings  abfence ;  b Ireland.' 
another  for  reverfing  the  judgment  on  a  Quo 
Warranto  againft  the  city  of  London,  and  reftoring 
it  to  its  antient  rights  and  privileges  •,  and  at 
length  the  bill  of  indemnity  fo  cordially  recom- 
mended by  the  king,  pafled  both  houfes  f.  On 

•f-  The  following  perfons  were  ex-  SirEdwardLut'wych,  Sir  Thomas  Jrn- 

c?pu>d  from   the  benefit  of  this  aft.  ner,  Sir  Nicholas  Butler,  Sir  William 

William,  marquis  of  Powis ;  Theo-  Herbert,  Sir  Richard  Hollnvay,  Sir 

phi!us,  earl  of  Huntingdon  ;    Robert,  Richard  Heath,  Sir  Roger  L'Eftrange, 

earl  of  Sunderhnd  ;  John  earl  of  Mel-  WiliiamMolineiiXjThomasTynde/ley^ 

fort :  Roger,  earl  of  Caftlcmain ;  Na-  colonel  Townly,  colonel  Lunday,  Ro- 

thaniel,  lord-bifliop  of  Durham  j  Tho-  bcrt  Brent,  Edward  Morgan,  Philip 

ma%l'Td-bi<hopof  St.David's;  Henry  Bui  ton,  Richard  Graham,  Ed  ward  ?c- 

lord  Dover ;  lord  Thomas  Howard,  Sir  tre,  Obadiah  Walker,  Mitthevv  Crone, 

Edward   Hales,  Sir  Francis  Withers,  and  Gwge  lord  Jeffries  deccaicd. 

B  b  4  the 
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A.  c.  1690.  the  twenty-fi:ft  day  of  May,  the  king  clofed  the 
fcffion  with  a  fhort  fpeech,  in  which  he  thanked 
them  for  the  fupplies  they  had  granted  ;  and  re- 
commended to  them  a  pun6r.ua!  difcharge  of  their 
duties  in  their  refpc&ive  counties,  that  the  peace 
of  the  nation  might  not  be  interrupted  in  his 
abfence.  The  houi.es  were  adjourned  to  the  feventh 
'  day  of  July  ;  then  the  parliament  was  prorogued 

and  adjourned  fucceffively.  As  a  further  fecurity 
for  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  the  deputy-lieu- 
tenants were  authorifed  to  raif-  the  militia,  in  cafe 
of  necefiiity.  All  papiits  were  prohibited  to  ilir 
above  five  miles  from  their  relpeclive  places  of 
abode  :  a  proclamation  was  puWifticd  for  appre- 
hending certain  difaflfefted  peribns ;  Sir  John 
Cochran  and  Fergufon  were  actually  .arrefted  on 
fufpicion  of  treafonable  practices.  On  the  fourth 
day  of  June  the  king  fet  out  for  Ireland,  attended 
by  prince  George  of  Denmark,  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  the  earls  of  Oxford,  Scarborough,  Man- 
chcfter,  and  many  other  perfons  of  diftinclion  :  on. 
the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month  he  landed  at  Car- 
rickfergus,  from  whence  he  immediately  proceed- 
ed to  Belfaft,  where  he  was  met  by  the  duke  of 
Schcmberg,  the  prince  of  Wurtemberg,  major^ 
general  Kirke,  and  other  officers.  By  this  time 
colonel  Wolefey,  at  ths  head  of  a  thoufand  men, 
had  defeated  a  ftrong  detachment  of  the  enemy 
near  Belturbat ;  Sir  John  Lanier  had  taken  Bedloe- 
caftle,  and  that  of  Charlemont ;  a  ftrong  pod  of 
great  importance,  together  with  Balinga,rgy  near 
Cavan,.  had  been  reduced.  King  William  having 
repofed  himfelf  for  two  or  three  days  at  Belfaft, 
vifued  the  duke's  head  quarters  at  Lifburne;  and 
advancing  to  Hilfborough,  publifhcd  an  order 
againft  prefling  horfes,  and  committing  violence  on 
the  country-people.  When  fome  of  his  general 
officers  propoied  cautioqs  meafures3  he  declared  he 

did 
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did  not  come  to  Ireland  to  let  the  grafs  grow  under  A  c- 169°. 
his  feet.  He  ordered  the  army  to  encamp  and  be 
reviewed  at  Loughbriiland,  where  he  found  it 
amounted  to  fix  and  thirty  thoufand  effective  men 
well  appointed.  Then  he  marched  to  Dundalk  ; 
and  afterwards  advanced  to  Ardee,  which  the  ene- 
my had  juft  abandoned. 

King  jam?s  trufted  fo  much  to  the  difputes  in  Kin?  jame, 
the  Enojifh  parliament,  that  he  did  not  believe  his  "1»«h«  to 

r  i  j     L         LI  i          i  •         i  thcBojne. 

fon-m  law  would   be  able  to  quit  that  kingdom  ; 
and  he  had  been  fix  days  in  Ireland  before  he  re- 
received  intimation  of  his  arrival.     This  was  no 
fooner  known,  than  he  left  Dublin  under  the  guard 
of  the  militia  commanded   by  Lutterel,   and  with 
a  reinforcement  of  fix  thoufand  infantry,  which  he 
had  lately  received  from  France,  joined  the  reft  of 
his  forces,  which   now  almoft  equalled  William's 
army  in  number,  exclufiveof  about  fifteen  thoufand 
men  who   remained   in  different   garrifons.      He 
occupied  a  very  advantageous  poft  on  the  bank  of 
the  Boyne,  and,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  gene- 
ral officers,   refclved  to  ftand  battle.     They  pro- 
pofed  to  ftrengthen  their  garrifons,  and  retire  to 
the  Shannon,  to  wait  the  efife&  of  the  operations  at 
fea.     Lewis    had  promifed  to  equip    a   powerful 
armament  againft  the  Englim  fleet,  and  (end  over 
a  great  number  of  fmall  frigates  to  deftroy  William's 
tranfports,  as  foon  as  their  convoy  mould  be  return- 
ed to  England.      The  execution   of  this   fcheme 
was  not  at  all  difficult,  and  muft  have  proved  fatal 
to  the  Englifh  army ;  for  their  (lores  and  ammuni- 
tion were  ftill  on  board  ;  the  mips  failed  along  the 
coaft  as  the  troops  advanced  in  their  march  ;  and 
there  was  not  one  fecure  harbour  into  which  they 
could  retire  on  any  emergency.     James,   however, 
was  bent  upon  hazarding  an  engagement ;  and  ex- 
preffed  uncommon  confidence  and  alacrity.    Befides 
the  river,  which  was  deep,  his  front  was  fecured 

by 
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A  c.  1690.  'Dy  a  morafs  and  a  rifing  ground  :  fo  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  army  could  not  attack  him  without  manifeft 
cufadvancage. 

wm;?m  «.      King  William  marched  up  to  the  oppofite  bank 
foivesto      of  the  river,  and  as  he  reconnoitred  their  fituation, 
battle1!1111     was  expofed  to  the  fire  of  ibme  field-pieces,   which 
the  enemy  had  purpofdy  planted  againft  his  peribn. 
They  killed  a  man  and  two  horfes  clofe  by  him  ; 
and  the  fecond  bullet  rebounding  from  the  earth, 
grazed  upon   his  right  moulder,  fo  as  to  carry  off 
part  of  his  cloaths  and  fkin,  and  produce  a  con- 
fiderable  contufion.     This  accident,  which  he  bore 
without  the  leaft  emotion,  created  fome  confufion 
among  his  attendants,  which  the  enemy  perceiving, 
concluded    he  was  killed,    and  fhouted   aloud   in 
token  of  their  joy.      Their  whole  camp  refounded 
with  acclamations ;  and  feveral  fquadrons  of -their 
horte  were  drawn  down   towards  the  river,  as  if 
they  had  intended  to  pafs  it  immediately  and  attack 
the  Englim  army.     The  report  was  inftantly  com- 
municated   from    place  to  place,  until  it  reached 
Dublin,  from    thence  it  was    conveyed    to   Paris, 
where,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the  French  court, 
the  people  were  encouraged  to  celebrate  the  event 
with   bonfires   and  illuminations.       William   rode 
along  the  line,  to  mew   himielf  to  the  army  after 
this  narrow  efcape.     At  night  he  called  a  council 
of  war,  and  declared  his  reiblution  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  the  morning.      Schomberg  at  firft  oppo- 
fed  this  clefign  j  but  finding  the  king  determined, 
he  advifed  that  a  ftrong  detachment  of  horfe  and 
foot  mould  that  night  pafs  the  Boyne  at  Slane- 
bridge,  and  take  poft  between  the  enemy  and  the 
pafs  of  Duleck,  that  the  aft  ion  might  be  the  more 
decifive.     This  counfel  being  rejected,   the  king 
determined  that  early  in  the  morning,  lieutenant- 
general  Doughfs,  with  the  right  wing  of  infantry, 
and  young  Schomberg  with  the  horfe,  Ihould  pafs 

at 
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at  Slane- bridge  •,  while  the  main  body  of  foot A  c- 169°- 
fhould  force  thtir  paffage  at  Old-bridge,  and  the 
left  at  certain  fords  between  the  enemy's  camp  and 
Drogheda.  The  duke  perceiving  his  advice  was 
not  reiimed  by  the  Dutch  generals,  retired  to  his 
tent,  where  the  order  of  battle  being  brought  to 
him,  he  received  it  with  an  air  of  discontent,  fay- 
ing, it  was  the  firft  that  had  ever  been  fent  him  in 
that  manner.  The  proper  difpofirions  being  made, 
William  rode  quite  through  the  army  by  torch- 
light, and  then  retired  to  his  tent,  alter  having 
given  order  for  the  foldiers  to  diftinguifh  themfelves 
from  the  enemy  by  wearing  green  boughs  in  their 
hars  during  the  action. 

At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  genera!  Douglas,  Battle  of  the 
with  young  Schomberg,  the  earl  of  Portland,  andB°>ne- 
Overkirk,  marched  towards  Slane- bridge,  and  paf- 
fed  the  river  with  very  little  oppofition.  When 
they  reached  the  farther  bank,  they  perceived  the 
enemy  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  to  a  confiderable 
number  of  horie  and  foot,  with  a  morals  in  thrir 
front  -,  fo  that  Douglafs  was  obliged  to  wait  for  a 
reinforcement.  This  being  arrived,  the  infantry 
were  led  on  the  charge  through  the  morafs,  while 
count  Schomtx-rg  rode  round  it  wiih  his  cavalry, 
to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank.  The  I  rift,  inftead 
of  waiting  the  aflault,  faced  about,  and  retreated 
towards  Duleck  with  fome  precipitation  -,  yet  net 
fo  faft,  but  that  Schomberg  fell  in  among  their 
rear,  and  did  confiderable  execution.  King  James, 
however,  foon  reinforced  his  left  wing  from  the 
center  ;  and  the  count  was  in  his  turn  obliged  to 
fend  for  affiftance.  At  this  juncture,  king  Wil- 
liam's main  body,  confiding  of  the  Dutch  guards, 
the  French  regiments,  and  lome  battalions  of  Eng- 
lifh,  paffed  the  river,  which  was  waift  high,  unjer 
a  general  difcharge  of  artillery.  King  James  had 
imprudently  removed  his  cannon  from  the  other 

fide* 
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A.  c.  i«gc.  flfje  .  but)  he  had  pcfted  a  ftrong  body  of  mufque- 
teers  along  the  bank,  behind  hedges,  houfes,  and 
fome  works  raifed  for  the  occafion.  They  poured 
in  a  clofe  fire  upon  the  Englim  troops  before  they 
reached  the  fhore ;  but  it  produced  very  little 
effect  :  then  the  Iri(h  gave  way  ;  and  fome  battali- 
ons landed  without  farther  oppofnion.  Yet  be- 
fore they  could  form,  they  were  charged  with  great 
impetuofity  by  a  fquadron  of  the  enemy's  horfe  >, 
and  a  confiderable  body  of  their  cavalry  and  fooc, 
commanded  by  general  Hamilton,  advanced  from 
behind  fome  little  hillocks,  to  attack  thofe  that 
were  landed,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the  reft  from 
reaching  the  fhore.  His  infantry  turned  their 
backs  and  fled  immediately  •,  but,  the  horfe  charged 
with  incredible  fury,  both  upon  the  bank  and  in 
the  river,  fo  as  to  put  the  unformed  regiments  in 
confufion:  Then  the  duke  of  Sch^mberg  paffing 
the  river  in  perfon,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
French  proteftants,  and  pointing  to  the  enemy, 
"  Gentlemen,  (faid  he)  thofe  are  your  perfecu- 
"  tcrs  ;"  with  thefe  words  he  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack, where  he  himfelf  fuftained  a  violent  onfec 
from  a  party  of  rhe  Irifh  horfe  which  had  broke 
through  one  of  the  regiments,  and  were  now  on 
their  return.  They  were  miftaken  for  Englifh, 
and  allowed  to  gallop  up  to  the  duke,  who  received 
tv/o  fevere  wounds  in  the  head  -,  bur,  the  French 
regiments  being  now  fenfible  of  their  miftake,  rafh- 
jy  threw  in  their  fire  upon  the  Irifh  while  they  were 
engaged  with  the  duke  ;  and  inftead  of  faving, 
(hot  him  dead  upon  the  fpot.  The  fate  of  this 
general  had  well  nigh  proved  fatal  to  the  Englifh. 
army,  which  was  immediately  involved  in  tumult 
and  diforder;  while  the  infantry  of  king  James 
rallied  and  returned  to  their  pofts  with  a  face  of  re- 
folution.  *They  were  juft  ready  to  fall  upon  the 
center,  when  king  Wilharn  haying  pafled  with  the 

left 
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left  wing,  compofed  of  the  Daniih,   Dutch,  and  A-c- 169°« 
InnifKillin  horfe,  advanced  to  attack  them  on  the 
right.     They  were  ftruck  with  fuch  a  panic  at  his 
appearance,  that  they   made   a  fudden  halt,  and 
then  facing    abour,    retreated    to    the    village  of 
Dunore.     There  they  made  fuch  a  vigorous  itand, 
that  the  Dutch  and  Daniili  horfe,  though  headed 
by  the  king  in  peribn,  recoiled.      Even  the  Innif- 
killiners  gave  way ;  and  that  whole  wing  would 
have  been  routed,  had  not   a  detachment  of  dra- 
goons belonging  to  the  regiments  of  Cunningham 
and  Levifon,  difmounted,  and  lined  the  hedges  on 
each  fide  of  the  defile,  through  which  the  fugitives 
were  driven.     There  they  did  fuch  execution  upon 
the  purfuers  as  foon  checked  their  ardour.     The 
horfe  which  were  broken,  had  now  time  to  rally, 
and  returning  to  the  charge,  drove  the  enemy  be- 
fore them  in  their  turn.     In   this  action   general 
Hamilton,  who  had  been  the  life  and  foul  of  the 
Iriih  diuing  the  whole  engagement,  was  wounded 
and  taken  •,  an  incident  which  difcouraged  them  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  they  made  no  further  efforts  to 
retrieve  the  advantage  they  had  loft.     He  was  im- 
mediately brought  to  the  king,  who  afked  him  if 
he  thought  the  Irifh  would  make  any  further  re- 
fiftance  ?  and   he  replied,     "Upon    my  honour  I 
"  believe   they  will ;  for  they   have  ftiil    a  good 
"  body  of  horfe  intire."     William  eying  him  with 
a  look  of  difdain,  repeated,  "  Your  honour  !   your 
"  honour  !"  but  took  no  other  notice  of  his  having 
acted  contrary  to  his  engagement,    when  he   was 
permitted  to  go  to  Ireland,  on  promife  of  perfuad- 
ing  Tyrconnel  to  fubmit  to  the  new  government. 
The  Irifh  now  abandoned  the  field  with  precipita-  ', 
tion  -,  but,  the  French  and  Swifs  troops  that  acted 
as  their  auxiliaries,    under    Lauzun,  retreated  in 
good  order,  after  having  maintained  the  battle  for 
fome  time  with   intrepidity  and  perfeverance.     As 
4  king 
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A.C.  i6;0.  kjng  William  did  not  think  proper  to  purfud  the 
enemy,  the  carnage  was  not  great. 

Death  and       The  Irifh  loft  about  fifteen  hundred  men,    and 

Lhombtrg.  tne  EngHfh  about  one  third  of  that  number;   tho* 
the  victory  was   dearly  purchafed,    ccnfidering  the 
death  of  the  gallant  duke  of  Schomberg,  who  fell 
in  the  eighty-fecond  year  cf  his  age,   after  having 
rivalled  the  beft  generals  of  the  age  in  military  re- 
putation.    He  was  defcended  of  a  noble  family  in 
the  Palatinate,  and  his  mother  was  an  Englifhwo- 
man,  daughter  of  lord  Dudley.     Being  obliged  to 
leave  his  country  on    account  of  the  troubles  by 
\vhich  it  was  agirated,  'he  commenced  a  foldier  of 
fortune,    and  ferved   fuccefTively  in  the  armies  of 
Holland,   England,   France,  Portugal,  and  Bran- 
denburgh,     He   attained  to  the  dignities  of  mare- 
chal  in  France,  grandee  in  Portugal,  ger.eraliffimo 
in  Pruffia,  and  duke  in  England.     He  profefled 
the  proteftant  religion  •,  was  courteous  and  humble 
in  his  deportment,  cool,  penetrating,  refolute,  and 
fugacious  ;  nor  was  his  probity  inferior  to  his  cou- 
rage.    This    battle    likewife    proved   fatal  to  the 
brave  Cailiemote,  who  had    followed   the   duke's 
fortunes,  and  commanded  one  of  the  proteftant  re- 
giments.    After  having  received  a  mortal  wound, 
he  was  carried  back  through  the  river  by  four  fol- 
diers;   and  though  almoft  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
he  with  a  chearful  countenance  encouraged  thofe 
who  were  crofting  to  do    their  duty,    exclaiming 
"  A  la  gloire  mes  enfans  -,  a  la  gloire  !   To  glory, 
"  my  lads  •,  to  glory  !"  The  third  remarkable  per- 
fon  who  loft  his  life  on  this  occafion,   was  Walker 
the  clergyman,  who  had  fo  valiantly  de-fended  Lon- 
donderry againft  the  whole  army  of  king  James.  He 
had  been  very  gradoufly  received  by  king  William, 
v/ho  gratified  him  with  a  reward  of  fire  thoufand 
pounds,  and  apromife  of  further  favour  •,    but  his 
military  genius  ftill  predominating,  he  attended  his 
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royal  patron  in  this  battle  -,  and  being  fiiot  in  the  A- c-  »6s«- 
belly,  died  in  a  few  minutes.  The  perfons  of  dif- 
tinction  who  fell  en  the  other  fide,  were  the  lords 
Dongan  and  Carlingford,  Sir  Neile  O  Neile,  and 
the  marquis  of  Hocquencourt.  James  himfelf 
flood  aloof  during  the  action,  on  the  hill  of  Dun- 
more,  lurrounded  with  fome  fquadrons  of  horfe; 
and  feeing  victory  declare  againft  him,  retired  to 
Dublin,  without  having  made  the  lead  effort  to  re- 
afiemble  his  broken  forces.  Had  he  pofiefled 
either  fpirit  or  conduct,  his  army  might  hare  been 
rallied,  and  reinforced  from  his  garrilbns,  fo  as  to 
be  in  a  condition  to  keep  the  field,  and  even  act  up- 
on the  offenfive  ;  for  his  lofs  was  inconfiderable,  and 
the  victor  did  not  attempt  to  moleft  his  troops  in 
their  retreat ;  an  omiffion  which  has  been  charged 
upon  him  as  a  flagrant  inftance  of  mifconduct.  In- 
deed, through  the  whole  of  this  engagement,  his 
perfonal  courage  was  much  more  confpicuous  than 
his  military  fkill. 

King  James  no  fooner  arrived  at  Dublin,  then  he  jam««n- 
afiembled  the  magiftrates  and  council  of  the  city, barhy  for 
and  in  a  fhorc  fpeech  refigned  them  to  the  fortune  Fr 
of  the  victor.  He  complained  of  the  cowardice  of 
the  Iriih  i  fignified  his  refolution  of  leaving  the 
kingdom  immediately  ;  forbad  them,  on  their  alle- 
giance, to  burn  or  plunder  the  city  after  his  de- 
parture -,  and  allured  them,  that  though  he  was 
obliged  to  yield  to  force,  he  would  never  ceafe  to 
labour  for  their  deliverance.  Next  day  he  fet  out 
for  Wacerford,  attended  by  the  duke  of  Berwick, 
Tyrconnel,  and  thj  marquis  of  Powis.  He  or- 
dered all  the  bridges  to  be  broken  down  behind 
him,  and  embarked  in  a  veffd  which  had  been  pre- 
pared for  his  reception.  At  lea  he  fell  in  with  the 
French  fquadron,  commanded  by  the  fieur  de  Foran, 
\vhoperfuaded  him  to  go  on  board  one  of  his  fri- 
gates, which  was  a  prime  failgr.  In  this  he  was 

fafely 
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A.  c.  i6$o.  fafely  conveyed  to  France;  and  returned  to  the 
place  of  his  former  refidence  at  St.  Germain's.  He 
had  no  fooner  quitted  Dublin,  than  icwas  alfo 
abandoned  by  all  the  papifts.  The  protetlants  im- 
mediately took  pofieffion  of  the  arms  belonging  to 
the  militia,  under  the  conduct  of  the  bimops  of 
Meath  and  Limerick.  A  committee  wa's  formed 
to  take  charge  of  the  adminiftration  •,  and  an  ac- 
count of  thefe  tranfaclions  was  tranfmitted  to  king 
William,  together  with  a  petition  that  he  would 
honour  the  city  with  his  pretence. 

wmiamen-  On  the  morning  afcer  the  battle  of  the  Boyne, 
and  DU^"'  William,  fent  a  detachment  of  horfe  and  foot,  under 
i;fliesPhisde- the  command  of  Mr.  Mdionere,  to  Drogheda, 
daration.  ^  governor  of  which  furrendered  the  place  with- 
out oppofuion.  The  king,  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
began  his  march  for  Dublin,  and  halted  the  firft 
night  at  Bally-Breghan,  where  having  received 
advice  of  the  enemy's  retreat  from  the  capital,  he 
fent  the  duke  of  Ormond,  wich  a  body  of  horfe, 
to  take  pofieffion.  Thefe  were  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  the  Dutch  guards,  who  fecured  the 
caftle.  In  a  few  days  the  king  encamped  at  Fing- 
las,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin,  where  he  was 
vifited  by  the  bimops  of  Meath  and  Limerick,  at 
the  head  of  the  proteftant  clergy,  whom  he  allured 
of  his  favour  and  protection.  Then  he  published 
a  declaration  of  pardon  to  all  the  common  people 
who  had  ferved  againft  him,  provided  they  mould 
return  to  their  dwellings,  and  furrender  their  arms 
by  the  firft  day  of  Auguft.  Thofe  that  rented 
lands  of  popim  proprietors  who  had  been  concerned 
in  the  rebellion,  were  required  to  retain  their  rents 
in  their  own  hands,  until  they  mould  have  notice 
from  the  commiflioners  of  the  revenue,  to  whom 
they  might  be  paid.  The  defperate  leaders  of  the 
rebellion,  who  had  violated  the  laws  of  the  king- 
dom, called  in  the  French,  auchorifed  the  depreda- 
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dations  which  had  been  committed  upon  proteftants,  A* c- 169»- 
and  rejected  the  pardon  ottered  to  them  on  the  king's 
firft  proclamation,  were  left  to  the  event  of  war, 
unlels  by  evident  demonflrations  of  repentance  they 
mould  deferve  mercy,  which  would  never  be  re- 
fufed  to  thofe  that  were  truly  penitent.  The  next 
ftep  taken  by  king  William,  was  to  ifilie  a  procla- 
mation, reducing  the  brais  money  to  nearly  its  in- 
trinfic  value.  In  the  mean  time,  the  principal  of- 
ficers in  the  army  of  James,  after  having  feen  him 
embark  at  Waterford,  returned  to  their  troops,  de- 
termined to  prolecute  the  war  as  long  as  they  could 
be  fuppiied  with  means  to  lupport  their  opera- 
tions. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  queen,  as  regent,  T,,e 
found  herfelf  furrounded  with  numbcrlefs  cares  and  "bt'.ii 
perplexities.  Her  council  was  pretty  equally  di-  |j 
vided  into  Whigs  and  Tories,  who  did  not  always  »nd  Dutch 
aft  with  unanimity.  She  was  di  drafted  between  £chy5 
her  apprehenfions  for  her  father's  iatety  and  her^cad. 
hufband's  life  :  me  was  threatened  with  an  invafion 
by  the  French  from  abroad,  and  with  an  infurrec- 
tion  by  the  Jacobites  at-home.  Neverthelefs,  me 
difguifed  her  fears,  and  behaved  with  equal  pru- 
dence and  fortitude.  Advice  being  received  that 
a  fleet  was  ready  to  fail  from  Breft,  lord  Torringnon 
hoifted  his  flag  in  the  Downs,  and  failed  round  to 
St.  Helen's,  in  order  to  aflcmble  iuch  a  number  of 
fliips  as  would  enable  him  to  give  them  battle.  The 
enemy  being  difcovered  off  Plymouth,  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  June,  the  Englilh  admiral,  rein  • 
forced  with  a  Dutch  fquadron,  put  to  fea  with  a 
view  to  intercept  them  at  the  back  of  the  ifle  of 
Wight,  mould  they,  prefume  to  fail  up  the  chan- 
nel. Not  that  he  thought  himfelf  itrong  enough 
to  cope  with  them  in  battle ;  for  their  fleet  confided 
of  feventy- eight  mips  of  war,  and  two  and  twenty 
fircmips  -,  whereas  the  combined  fquadrons  of  Eng- 
Cc  land 
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A,  c.  i69crland  and  Holland  did  not  exceed  fix  and  fifty  ;  but, 
he  had  received  orders  to  hazard  an  engagement, 
if  he  thought  it  might  be  done  with  any  profpect 
of  fuccefs.  After  the  hoftile  fleets  had  continued 
five  days  in  fight  of  each  other,  lord  Torrington 
bore  down  upon  the  enemy  off  Beachy-head,  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  June  at  day-break.  The  Dutch 
fquadron  which  compofed  the  van,  began  the  en- 
gagement about  nine  in  the  morning  •,  in  about 
half  an  hour  the  blue  divifion  of  the  Englifh  were 
clofe  engaged  with  the  rear  of  the  French  ;  but  the 
red,  which  formed  the  center,  under  the  command 
of  Torrington  in  perlbn,  did  not  fill  the  line  till 
ten  o'clock  •,  ib  that  the  Dutch  were  almoft  fur- 
rounded  by  the  enemy ;  and  though  they  fought 
with  great  valour,  fuftained  confiderable  damage. 
At  length,  the  admiral's  divifion  drove  between 
them  and  the  French ;  and  in  that  fituation  the 
fleet  anchored  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  aftion  was  interrupted  by  a  calm.  The  Dutch 
had  fuffered  fo  feverely,  that  he  thought  it  would 
be  imprudent  to  renew  the  battle :  he  therefore 
weighed  anchor  in  the  night,  and  with  the  tide  of 
flood  retired  to  the  eaftward.  The  next  day  the 
difabled  mips  were  deftroyed,  that  they  might  not 
be  retarded  in  their  retreat.  They  were  purfued 
as  far  as  Rye  ;  and  an  Englifh  mip  of  feventy  guns 
being  ftranded  near  Winchelfea,  was  fet  on  fire, 
and  deferted,  by  the  captain's  command.  A  Dutch 
fhip  of  fixty-four  guns  met  with  the  fame  accident, 
and  fome  French  frigates  attempted  to  burn  her  ; 
but,  the  captain  defended  her  fo  vigoroufly,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  defift  ;  and  he  afterwards 
found  means  to  carry  her  fafe  to  Holland.  In 
this  engagement  the  Englifh  loft  two  (hips,  two 
fea-captains,  and  about  four  hundred  men  ;  but, 
the  Dutch  were  more  unfortunate.  Six  of  their 
great  mips  were  deftroyed.  Dick  and  Brackel, 
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rear-admirals,  were  (lain,  together  with  a  great  *-c-  t6»d' 
number  of  inferior  officers  and  feamen.  Torring- 
ton  retreated  without  further  interruption  into  the 
mouth  of  the  Thames  ;  and  having  taken  precau- 
tions agairtft  any  attempts  of  the  enemy  in  that 
quarter,  returned  to  London,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  were  overwhelmed  with  conuernation. 

The  government  was  infected  with  the  lame  pa-  Torringtwi 
nic.  The  miniftry  pretended  to  believe  that  the  jJToTerlo 
French  acted  in  concert  with  the  malcontents  of  the  Tower. 
the  nation  ;  that  infurrections  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom  had  been  projected  by  the  Jacobites ; 
and  that  the're  would  be  a  general  revolt  in  Scot- 
land. Thelc  infmuations  were  circulated  by  the 
court- agents,  in  order  to  juftify,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  public,  the  nleafures  that  were  deemed  neccf- 
fary  at  this  juncture  -,  and  they  produced  the  de- 
fired  effect.  The  apprehenfions  thus  artfully  railed 
among  the  people,  inflamed  their  averfion  to  non- 
jurors  and  Jacobites.  Addreffes  were  preferred 
to  the  queen,  by  the  Cornifh  tinners,  the  lieute- 
nancy of  Middleiex,  and  by  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  lieutenancy  of  London,  filled  with  profeffions 
of  loyalty,  and  promiles  of  fupporting  their  ,  ma- 
iefties,  as  their  lawful  fovereigns,  againft  all  op,  o- 
iition.  The  queen,  at  this  crilis,  exhibited  remark- 
able proofs  of  courage,  activity,  and  discretion.  She 
iftued  out  proper  orders  and  directions  for  puuing 
the  nation  in  a  poflure  of  defence,  as  wetl  as  for 
refitting  and  augmenting  the  Meet :  flie  took  rnea- 
fures  fo.r  appeafing  the  relentment  of  the  States  ge- 
neral, who  exclaimed  againft  the  earl  ot  Torring- 
ton  for  his  behaviour  in  the  lace  action,  lie  v/:is 
deprived  of  his  command,  and  fent  prifoncr  to  the 
Tower  •,  and  commifiloners  were  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  particular  circumftances  of  his  co;i- 
A  camp  was  formed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tor- 
bay,  where  the  French  feemed  to  threaten  a  de- 
C  c  2  ic:nt. 
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A.  c.  i69c  fcent.     Their  fleet,  which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay, 
cannonaded    a    fmall    village    called    Tinmouth. 
About  a  thoufand  of  their  men  landed  without  op- 
pofition,  fet  fire  to  the  place,  and  burned  a  few 
coafting   veffels :  then  they    reimbarked,  and  re- 
turned to  Breft  i  fo  vain  of  this  atchievement,  that 
they  publifhed  a  pompous  account  of  their  inva- 
fion.  Some  of  the  Whig  partifans  publilhed  pamph- 
lets, and  difFuled  reports,  implying,  that  the  luf- 
pended  bifhops  were  concerned  in   the  coni'piracy 
againft  the  government  j  and  thefe  arts  proved  fo 
inflammatory  among  the  common  people,  that  the 
prelates  thought  it  necefiary  to  print  a  paper,   in 
which  they  aflerted  their  innocence  in  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  proteilations.      The  court    feems    to  have 
harboured  no    fufpicion  againft   them-,  otherwife 
they  would  not  have  efcaped  imprifonment,  when 
the  queen  publifhed  a  proclamation  for  apprehend- 
ing the  earls  ofLitchfield,  Aylefbury,  and  Caille- 
main,  vifcount  Prefton,  the  lords  Montgomery  and 
Beliafis,  Sir  Edward  Hales,  Sir  Robert  Tharold,. 
Sir  Robert  Hamilton,  Sir  Theophilus  Oglcthorpe,. 
colonel  Edward  Sackville,  and  fome  other  officers, 
accufed  of  having  confpired  with  other  difaffecled 
perfons,  to  difturb  and  deftroy  the  government; 
and  of"  a  defign  to  concur  with  her  majefty's  ene- 
mies in  the  intended  invafion.     The  earl  of  Tor- 
rington  continued  aprilbner  in  the  Tower  till  next 
fefiion,  when  he  was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons ;  an'd  made  a  fpeech  in  his  own  defence.  His 
ca!e   produced  long  debates  in  the  upper  houfe, 
where  the  form  of  his  commitment  was  judged  ille- 
gal :  at  length,  he  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  ap- 
pointed  by  the  commimoners  of  the  admiralty,, 
though  not-before  an  acT:  had  paffed,  declaring  the 
power  of  a  lord  high-admiral  vefted  in  thofe  com- 
mifTioners.     The  prefident  of  the  court  was   Sir 
Ralph  Delaval,  who  had  acted  as  vice-admiral  of 
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the  blue,    in  the  engagement.     The  earl  was  ac-  A-c- ^so- 
quitted  :   but,  the  king  difmifTed  him  from  the  fer- 
vice  -,  and  the  Dutch  exclaimed  againft  the  partia- 
lity of  liis  judges. 

William  is  laid  to  have  taken  all  the  papers  of  his  S;°,ETefl  ?f 

f     ,          .  William  in 

father-m-law  and  Tyrconnel,  and  to  have  learned  ireiaad. 
from  them,  not  only  the  defign  projected  by  the 
French  to  burn  the  Englifh  tranfpcrts,  but  like- 
wife  the  undertaking  of  one  Jones,  who  engaged 
to  afTkfiinate  king  William.  No  fuch  attempt, 
however,  was  made  ;  and,  in  all  probability,  the 
whole  report  was  a  fiction,  calculated  to  throw  an 
odium  on  James's  character.  On  the  ninth  day  of 
July,  Wiiliam  detached  general  Douglas  with  a 
confidcrable  body  of  horie  and  foot  towards  Ath- 
lone ;  while  he  himfelf,  having  left  Trelawny  to 
command  at  Dublin,  advanced  with  the  reft  of  his 
army  to  Inchequin,  in  his  way  to  Kilkenny.  Colo- 
nel Grace,  the  governor  of  Athlone  for  king  James, 
being  lummoned  to  furrender,  fired  a  piftol  at  the 
trumpeter,  faying,  "  Thefe  are  my  terms."  Then 
Douglas  refolved  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  the 
place,  which  was  naturally  very  ftrong,  and  de- 
fended by  a  refolute  garrifon.  An  inconfiderable 
breach  was  made,  when  Douglas  receiving  intelli- 
gence that  Sarsfield  was  on  his  march  to  the  relief 
of  the  befieged,  abandoned  the  enterprize,  after 
having  loft  above  four  hundred  men  in  the  at- 
tempt. The  king  continued  his  march  to  the  weft- 
ward  ;  and,  by  dint  of  levere  examples,  eftablifhed 
fuch  order  and  difcipline  in  his  army,  that  the  pea- 
fants  were  lecure  from  the  leaft  violence.  At  Car- 
low  he  detached  the  duke  of  Ormond  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  Kilkenny,  where  that  nobleman  regaled 
him  in  his  own  caille,  which  the  enemy  had  left 
undamaged.  While  the  army  encamped  at  Car- 
rick,  major-general  Kirke  was  lent  to  Waterford, 
C  c  3  the 
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4.  c.  1690.  [fog  garrifon  of  which,  confuting  of  two  regiments, 
capitulated,  upon  condition  of  marching  out  with 
their  arms  and  baggage,  and  being  conducted  to 
Mallow.  The  fort  of  Duncannon  was  iurrendered 
on  the  fame  terms.  Here  the  lord  Dover  and  the 
lord  George  Howard  were  admitted  to  the  benefit 
of  the  king's  mercy  and  protection. 

SiSck*  °n  *kc  fall  day  of  Auguft,  William  being  at 
buMs'lLi's-  Chapel  Izard,  publifhed  a  fecond  declaration  of 
ed  tora.fe  mercy,  confirming  the  former,  and  even  extending 
and  wi'ms  it  to  perfons  of  fupcrior  rank  and  ftation,  whether 
to  England.  natives  or  foreigners,  provided  they  would,  by 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month,  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  fubmit  to  certain  conditions.  This  of- 
fer ©["indemnity  produced  very  little  effect ;  for  the 
Iriili  were  generally  governed  by  their  priells  ;  and 
the  news  of  the  victory  which  the  French  fleet  had 
obtained  over  the  Englifh  and  Dutch,  were  circu- 
lated with  fuch  exaggerations  as  elevated  their  fpi  - 
rits,  and  effaced  "ail  thoughts  of  fubmiffion.  The 
king  had  returned  to  Dublin,  with  a  view  to  em- 
bark for  EngJand  •,  but  receiving  notice  that  the 
.deligns  Oi  his  domeflic  enemies  were  difcovered 
and  frultrated,  that  the  fleet  was  repaired,  and  the 
French  navy  retired  to  Breft,  he  poilponed  his 
voyage,  and  refolveJ  to  reduce  Limerick,  in  which 
monfieur  Boiffeleau  commanded  as  governor,  and 
the  duke  of  Berwick  and  colonel  Sarsfield  aded  as 
inferior  officers.  On  the  ninth  day  of  Auguft,  the 
king  having  called  in  his  detachments,  and  ad- 
vanced into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place,  fum- 
rnoned  the  commander  to  deliver  the  town  •,  and 
BoiiTcleau  anfwered,  that  he  imagined  the  beft  way 
to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
would  be  a  vigorous  defence  of  the  town,  which  his 
Biajefty  had  committed  to  his  charge.  Before  the 
place  was  fully  invefled,  colonel  Sarsfield,  with  a 
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body  of  horfe  and  dragoons,  palled  the  Shannon  in  A-  c>  l69°* 
the  night,  intercepted  the  king's  train  of  artillery 
on  its  way  to  the  camp,  routed  the  troops  that 
guarded  it,  difabled  the  cannon,  deftroyed  the 
carriages,  waggons,  and  ammunition,  and  returned 
in  farety  to  Limerick.  Notwithftanding  this  dif- 
aiter,  the  trenches  were  opened  on  the  feventeenth 
day  of  the  month,  and  a  battery  was  raifed  with 
fome  cannon  brought  from  \Vaterford.  The  fiege 
was  carried  on  with  vigour,  and  the  place  defend- 
ed with  great  relblution.  At  length  the  king  or- 
dered his  troops  to  make  a  lodgment  in  the  covered 
way  or  counterfcarp,  which  was  accordingly  aflault- 
ed  with  great  fury  :  but  the  afiailants  met  with 
fuch  a  warm  reception  from  the  befieged,  that  they 
were  repulfed  with  the  lols  of  twelve  hundred  men, 
either  killed  on  the  fpot  or  mortally  wounded. 
This  difappointment  concurring  with  the  badnefs 
of  the  weather,  which  became  rainy  and  unwhol- 
fome,  induced  the  king  to  renounce  his  under- 
taking. The  heavy  baggage  and  cannon  being  fent 
away,  the  army  decamped  and  marched  towards 
Clonmel.  William  having  conftituted  the  lord 
Sidney  and  Thomas  Coninglby  lords  juftices  of 
Ireland,  and  left  the  command  of  the  army  with 
count  Solmes,  embarked  at  Duncannon,  with 
prince  George  of  Denmark,  on  the  fifth  of  Sep- 
tember, and  next  day  arrived  in  King's-road,  near 
Briftol,  from  whence  he  repaired  to  Windfor. 

About  the  latter  end  of  this  month,   the  earl  °f  £_"*"* 
Marlborough  arrived  in  Ireland  with  five  thoufand  d»ced  by  the 
Englilh    troops,    to  attack  Cork  and  Kinfale,  in  JJ^ 
conjunction  with    a   detachment  from   the    great  rouEh. 
army,  according  to  a  icheme  he  had  propofed  to 
king  William.    Having  landed  his  foldiers,  without 
much  oppofition,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cork,  he 
was  joined  by  five  thouland  men,  under  the  prince 
of  Wirtemberg,  between  whom  and  the  earl  a  dif- 
C  c  4.  puce 
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A.  c.  ^690.  pute  arofe  about  the  command  :  but  this  was  corn* 
promifed  by  the  interpolation  of  La  Meliionere. 
The  place  being  inverted,  and  the  batteries  raii  d, 
the  befiegers  proceeded  with  fuch  apidity  that  a 
breach  was  foon  effected.  Colonel  MackilJ'cut 
the  governor  demanded  a  parley,  and  hoftages 
were  exchanged  :  but  he  rejected  the  conditions 
that  were  offered,  and  hoftilities  recommenced  with 
redoubled  vigour.  The  duke  of  Grafton,  who 
ferved  on  this  occafion  as  a  volunteer,  was  mortally 
wounded  in  one  of  the  attacks,  arid  died  regretted 
as  a  youth  of  promising  talents.  Preparations  be- 
ing made  for  a  general  afiault,  the  beficged  thought 
proper  to  capitulate,  and  Surrendered  themklves 
prifoners  of  war.  Befides  the  governor  and  colo- 
nel Ricaut,  the  victor  found  the  earls  of  Clancarty 
and  Tyrone  among  the  individuals  of  the  garrifon. 
Marlborough  having  taken  poiTefiion  of  Cork,  de- 
tached brigadier  Villiers  with  a  body  of  horle  and 
dragoons  to  fummon  the  town  and  forts  of  Kinfale  ; 
and  next  day  advanced  with  the  reft  of  the  forces. 
The  old  fort  was  immediately  taken  by  affault; 
but  Sir  Edward  Scot,  who  commanded  the  other, 
fuilained  a  regular  fiege,  until  the  breach  was-prac- 
ticable,  and  then  obtained  an  honourable  capitula- 
tion. Thefe  maritime  places  being  reduced,  all 
communication  between  France  and  the  enemy,  on 
this  fide  of  the  ifland,  was  cut  off,  and  the  Iriih 
were  confined  to  Ulfter,  where  they  could  not  fub- 
lift  without  great  difficulty.  The  earl  of  Marlbo- 
rough having  rimmed  this  expedition  in  thirty 
days,  returned  with  his  prifoners  to  England, 
where  the  fame  of  this  exploit  added  greatly  to  his 
reputation. 

jLayzunand      During  thefe  tranfactions,  count  de  Lauzun  com- 
foweVquit1  rnanderof  the  French  auxiliaries  in  Ireland,    lay 
Inactive    in    the    neighbourhood  of  Galway,  and 
tranfmitted  fuch  a  lamentable  account  of  his  fitua- 
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tion  to  the  court  of  France,  that  tranfports  were  A-c- 169°- 
fent  over  to  bring  home  the  Fsc-nch  forces.  In 
thefe  he  embarked  wth  his  troops,  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  Irim  forces  devolved  to  the  duke  of 
Be;  wick,  though  it  was  afterwards  transferred  to 
Mr.  St.  Ruth.  Lauzun  was  difgraccd  at  Ver- 
failles,  for  having  delertcd  the  cauk  before  it  was 
delperate ;  and  1  yrconnel,  who  accompanied  him 
in  his  voyage,  foliated  the  French  court  for  a  fur- 
ther fupply  of  officers,  arms,  cloaths,  and  ammu- 
nition, for  the  Iriih  army,  which  he  faid  would 
continue  firm  to  the  intereli  of  king  James,  ir  thus 
fupported.  Mean  while,  they  formed  thfmfeives 
into  feparate  bodies  ot  freebooters,  and  plundered 
the  country,  under  the  appellation  of  Rapparies  -, 
while  the  troops  of  king  Vviiliam  either  enjoyed 
their  eafe  in  quarters,  or  imitated  the  rapine  of  the 
enemy  •,  fo  that,  between  both,  ihe  poor  peupie 
were  miferably  harrafied. 

The  affairs  of  the  continent  had  not  yet  under- The  duke 
gone  any  change  of  importance,  except  in  the  con-?''.*3™* 
duel  ot  the  duke  of  cjavoy,  whv)  renounced  his  ncu- 
trality,  engaged  in  an  alliance  with  the  emp.ror 
and  the  king  of  Spain  ;  and,  in  a  word,  acceded 
to  the  grand  confederacy,  lie  had  no  looner  de- 
clared himfelf,  than  Catinat  the  Fivi.ch  general 
entered  his  territories  at  the  head  of  eighteen  thou- 
fand  men,  defeated  him  in  a  pitched  battle  near 
Saluces,  which  immediately  furrencl  red  to  the 
conqueror.  Then  he  reduced  Savnlana,  Villa 
Franca,  with  feveral  other  places,  purlued  the  duke 
to  Carignan,  lurprifed  Suza,  and  diftributed  his 
forces  in  winter- quarters,  partly  in  Provence,  and 
partly  in  the  dutchy  of  Savoy,  which  t  Ruth  had 
lately  reduced  under  the  dominion  of  France.  The 
duke  finding  himfelf  difappointed  in  the  fuccours 
he  expected  from  the  emperor  and  king  of  Spain, 

do. 
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A.  c.  1690.  demanded  affifrance  from  the  States -general  and 
king  William,  to  whom  he  fent  an  ambaflador  to 
congratulate  him  upon  his  accefiion  to  the  throne 
of  England.  The  confederates,  in  their  general 
congrefs  at  the  Hague,  had  agreed  that  the  army 
of  the  dates  under  prince  Waldeck  fliould  oppofe 
the  forces  of  France,  commanded  by  the  duke  of 
Luxemburg  in  Flanders ;  while  the  elector  of 
Brandenburg  fhould  obierve  the  marquis  de  Bouf- 
flers  on  the  Mofelle  :  but  before  the  troops  of  Bran- 
denburg could  be  afiembled,  Boufflers  encamped 
betwen  the  Sambre  and  the  Meufe,  and  maintained 
a  free  communication  with  Luxemburg. 

prince  Wai-      Prince  Waldeck  underftanding  that  this  general 

deck  defeat-  .  r      L       o 

.  intended  to  crols  the  Sambre  between  Namur  and 
Charleroy,  in  order  to  lay  the  Spanifh  territories 
under  contribution,  decamped  from  the  river 
Pieton,  and  detached  the  count  of  Berlo,  with  a 
great  body  of  horfe,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the 
enemy.  He  was  encountered  by  the  French  army 
near  Flerus,  and  (lain;  and  his  troops,  though fup- 
ported  by  two  other  detachments,  were  hardly  able 
to  rejoin  the  main  body,  which  continued  all  night 
in  order  of  battle.  Next  day  they  were  attacked 
by  the  French,  who  were  greatly  fuperior  to  them 
in  number ;  and,  after  a  very  obftinate  engage- 
ment, obliged  to  give  way,  leaving  about  five 
thoufand  men  dead  upon  the  field  of  battle.  The 
enemy  took  about  four  thoufand  prifoners,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  their  artillery  •,  but  the  victory  was 
dearly  bought.  The  Dutch  infantry  fought  with 
furprifing  refolution  and  fuccefs.  The  duke  of 
Luxemburg  ov/ned,  with  furprife,  that  they  had 
furpaffed  the  Spanifh  foot  at  the  battle  of  Rocroy. 
"  Prince  Waldeck  (faid  he)  ought  always  to  re- 
"  member  the  French  horfe  •,  and  I  mall  never  for- 
"  get  the  Dutch  infantry."  The  Dutch  general 

exerted 
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exerted  himfelf  with  fuch  activity,  that  the  French  A-c-  169°. 
derived  very  little  advantage  from  the  victory.  The 
prince  being  reinforced  with  the  five  Englifh  regi- 
ments, nine  thoufand  Hanoverians,  ten  thouiand 
from  the  bifliopric  of  Liege  and  Holland,  joined 
-the  elector  of  Brandenburg  ;  fo  that  the  confede- 
rate army  amounted  to  five  and  fifty  thoufand  men; 
and  they  marched  by  the  way  of  Genap  to  Bois- 
Seigneur-Iiaac.  They  were  now  fuperior  to  Lux- 
emburg, who  thought  proper  to  fortify  his  camp, 
that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  fight,  except  with 
confiderable  advantage.  Neverthelefs  prince  Wai- 
deck  would  have  attacked  him  in  his  entrench- 
ments, had  not  he  been  prohibited  from  hazarding 
another  engagement,  by  an  exprefs  order  of  the 
States-general  ;  and,  when  this  rc-ftriction  was  re- 
moved, the  elector  would  not  venture  a  battle. 

By  this  time  the  emperor's  fon  Jofeph  was  by  The  ireh_ 
the  electoral  college  chofen  king  of  the  Romans  ; 
but  his  intereft  fuitained  a  rude  ihock  in  the  death  e* 
of  the  gallant  duke  of  Lorraine,  who  was  fuddenly  mans 
feized  with  a  quinfey,  at  a  fmall  village  near  Lintz,    C 


and  expired,  not  without  fufpicion  of  having  fallen  k 
a  lacrifice  to  the  fears  of  the  French  king,  againft  JhT  w»  ° 
whom  he  had  formerly  declared  war,  as  a  fove-  a?ainft  &* 
reign  prince  unjuftly  expelled  from  his  territories. 
He  pofieffed  great  military  talents,  and  had  threat- 
ened to  enter  Lorraine,  at  the  head  of  forty  thou- 
fand men,  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  fummer. 
The  court  of  France,  alarmed  at  this  declaration, 
is  laid  to  have  had  recourfe  to  poifon,  for  prevent- 
ing the  execution  of  the  duke's  defign.  At  his 
death  the  command  of  the  imperial  army  was  con- 
ferred upon  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  who  having 
joined  the  elector  of  Saxony,  advanced  againft  the 
dauphin,  who  hnd  pafied  the  Rhine  at  Fort  Louis, 
with  a  confiderable  army,  and  intended  to  pene- 
trate into  Wirtcmberg  ;  but  the  duke  of  Bavaria 

checked 
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A,.  Q.  1690.  checked  his  progrefs,  and  he  acted  on  the  defen- 
five  during  the  remaining  part  of  the  campaign. 
The  emreror  was  lefs  fortunate  in  his  efforts  againft 
the  Turks,  who  rejected  the  conditions  of  peace  he 
had  oiTered,  and  took  the  field,  under  a  new 
vizir.  In  the  month  of  Auguft,  count  Tekeli  de- 
feated a  body  of  Imperialiits,  near  Cronftadt  in 
7'ranfylvania  •,  then  convoking  the  ftates  of  that 
province  at  Albajulia,  he  compelled  them  to  elect 
him  their  fovereign :  but  his  reign  was  of  fhort 
duration.  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden  having  taken 
the  command  of  the  Anftrian  army,  detached  four 
regiments  into  Belgrade,  and  advanced  againft 
Tekeli,  who  retired  into  Valachia  at  his  approach. 
Mean  while,  the  grand  vizir  inverted  Belgrade, 
and  carried  on  his  attacks  with  furprifmg  refolu- 
tion.  At  length,  a  bomb  falling  upon  a  great 
tower,  in  which  the  powder  magazine  of  the  be- 
fieged  was  contained,  the  place  blew  up  with  a 
dreadful  explofion.  Seventeen  hundred  foldiers  of 
the  garriibn  were  deftroyed  •,  the  walls  and  ram- 
parts were  overthrown,  the  ditch  was  filled  up, 
and  fo  large  a  breach  was  opened,  that  the  Turks 
entered  by  fquadrons  and  battalions,  cutting  in 
pieces  all  that  fell  in  their  way.  The  fire  fpread 
from  magazine  to  magazine,  until  eleven  were  de- 
ftroyed -,  and,  in  the  confufion,  the  remaining  part 
of  the  garriibn  efcaped  to  Peterwaradin.  By  this 
time  the  Imperialifts  were  in  pofleflion  of  Tranfyl- 
vania,  and  cantoned  at  Cronftadt  and  Claufinburgh. 
Tekeli  undertook  to  attack  the  province  on  one 
fide,  while  a  body  of  Turks  mould  invade  it  on 
the  other  :  thefe  laft  were  totally  difperJed  by 
prince  Lewis  of  Baden :  but  prince  Auguftus  of 
Hanover,  whom  he  had  detached  againft  the  count, 
was  flain  in  a  narrow  defile,  and  his  troops  obliged 
to  retreat  with  precipitation.  Tekeli,  however,  did 
not  improve  this  advantage.  Being  apprifed  of 

the 
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the  fate  of  his  allies,  and  afraid  of  feeing  his  re-  A-c- 16?°- 
treat  cut  off  by  the  {how,  that  frequently  choaks 
up   the   pafles   of  the    mountains,    he   retreated 
again  to  Valachia,  and  prince  Lewis  returned  to 
Vienna.    . 

King  William  having  publifhed  a  proclamation,  Meetingof 
requiring  the  attendance  of  the  members  on  the  jjlnt!^*" 
fecond  day  of  October,  both  houfes  met  according- 
ly, and  he  opened  the  feflion  with  a  fpeech  to  the 
ufual  purport.  He  mentioned  what  he  had  done 
towards  the  reduction  of  Ireland  ;  commended  the 
behaviour  of  the  troops  •,  told  them  the  fupplies 
were  not  equal  to  the  neceffary  expence ;  repre- 
fented  the  danger  to  which  the  nation  would  be 
expofed,  unlefs  the  war  mould  be  profecuted  with 
vigour  •,  conjured  them  to  clear  his  revenue,  which 
was  mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  former  debts, 
and  enable  him  to  pay  off  the  arrears  of  the  army ; 
affured  them  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  confederacy 
abroad  would  depend  upon  the  vigour  and  dil- 
patch  of  their  proceedings ;  exprefled  his  refent- 
ment  againft  thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of  mil- 
conduct  in  the  management  of  the  fleet  -,  recom- 
mended unanimity  and  expedition,  and  declared, 
that  whoever  mould  attempt  to  divert  their  atten- 
tion from  thofe  fubjects  of  importance  which  he 
had  propofed,  could  neither  be  a  friend  to  him, 
nor  a  well-wiiher  to  his  country.  The  late  attempt 
of  the  French  upon  the  coaft  of  England,  the  ru- 
moursofaconfpiracy  by  the  Jacobites>  theperlbnal 
valour  which  William  had  difplayed  in  Ireland,, 
and  the  pufillanimous  behaviour  of  James,  con- 
curred in  warming  the  refentment  of  the  nation 
againft  the  adherents  of  the  late  king,  and  in  raif- 
ing  a  tide  of  loyalty  in  favour  of  the  new  govern- 
ment. Both  houits  prefented  leparate  addrefTes  of 
congratulation  to  the  king  and  queen,  upon  his 
courage  and  conduct  in  the  field,  and  her  fortitude . 

and 


39S  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  o  F   E  N  G  L  A  N  D. 

A.  c.  1690,  and  fagacityat  the  helm,  in  times  of  danger  ancf 
difquiet.  The  commons,  purfuant  to  an  eftimate 
laid  before  them  of  the  next  year's  expences,  voted 
a  fupply  of  four  millions  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  army  and  navy,  and  fettled  the  funds  for  that 
purpofe. 

The  com-        They  propofed  to  raife  one  million  by  the  fale  of 

Blom  cofn-      /•/-•in  •          -r       t  t  i  ft 

ply  with  ail  forfeited  eftates  in  Ireland  :  they  refolved,  that  a 
the  king's    b^i  fljouid  be  brought  in  for  confifcatina;  thofe  ef- 

dcmands.  .  ^°    .  . 

tates,  with  a  clauie,  impowermg  the  king  to  be- 
ftow  a  third  part  of  them  on  thofe  who  had  ferved 
in  the  war,  as  well  as  to  grant  fuch  articles  and  ca- 
pitulations to  thofe  who  were  in  arms,  as  he  (hould 
think  proper.  This  clatife  was  rejected ;  and  a: 
great  number  of  petitions  were  offered  againft  the 
bill,  by  creditors  and  heirs,  who  had  continued 
faithful  to  the  government.  Thefe  were  fuppofed 
to  have  been  lu^gefted  by  the  court,  in  order  to 
retard  the  progrels  of  the  bill ;  for  the  eftates  had 
been  already  promifed  to  the  king's  favourites  : 
nevertheleis,  the  bill  paiTed  the  lower  houfe,  and 
was  fent  up  to  the  lords,  among  whom  it  was  pur- 
pofely  delayed  by  the  influence  of  the  rriinifbry.  It 
was  at  this  juncture  that  lord  Torrington  was  tried 
and  acquitted,  very  much  to  the  dinatisfaction  of 
the  king,  who  not  only  difmifiTed  him  from  the  fer- 
vke,  but  even  forbad  him  to  appear  in  his  pre- 
fence.  When  William  came  to  the  houfe  of  lords, 
to  give  the  royal  affent  to  a  bill  for  doubling  the 
excise,  he  told  the  parliament,  that  the  poilure  of 
affairs  required  his  prefence  at  the  Hague ;  that 
therefore,  they  ought  to  lofe  no  time  in  perfecting 
klch  other  fupplies  as  were  ftill  neceflafy  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  he  remind- 
ed them  of  making  fome  provifion  for  the  expence 
of  the  civil  government.  Two  bills  were  accord- 
ingly paiTed  for  granting  to  their  majefties  the  duties 
on  goods  imported  for  five  years  j  and  thefe,  toge- 
ther 
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ther  with  the  mutiny-bill,  received  the  royal  a/Tent:  A-c-  »69°* 
upon  which  occafion  the  king  obferved,  that  if 
fome  annual  provifion  could  be  made  for  augmen- 
ting the  navy*  it  would  greatly  conduce  to  the 
honour  and  fafety  of  the  nation.  In  confequence 
of  this  hint,  they  voted  a  confiderable  fupply  for 
building  additional  mips  of  war  *,  and  proceeded 
with  fuch  alacrity  and  expedition,  as  even  feemed 
to  anticipate  the  king's  defires.  This  liberality 
and  difpatch  were  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the 
management  of  lord  Godolphin,  who  was  now 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  treafury,  and  Sir  John 
Somers  the  ibllicitor- general.  The  place  of  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  which  had  remained  vacant  fince  the 
refignation  of  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  was  now 
filled  with  lord  Sidney  ;  and  Sir  Charles  Porter  was 
appointed  one  of  the  juftices  of  Ireland,  in  the  room 
of  this  nobleman. 

Notwithftanding  the  act  for  reverfing  the  pro-  potion  at 
ceedings  againft  the  city  charter,  the  Whigs  had  *he 
made  Ihift  <to  keep  pofieflion  of  the  magittracy  : 
Pilkington  continued  mayor,  and  Robinlon  retain- 
ed the  office  of  chamberlain.  The  Tories  of  the 
city  prefuming  upon  their  late  fervices,  prelented 
a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  complaining, 
That  the  intent  of  the  late  act  of  parliament  for 
reverfing  the  judgment  on  the  Quo  Warranto,  was 
fruftrated  by  fome  doubtful  expreflion  ;  fo  that  the 
old  aldermen  elected  by  commiifions  under  the 
late  king's  great  feal,  ftill  acted  by  virtue  of  that 
authority  :  That  Sir  Thomas  Pilkington  was  not 

*  This   fupply  was    raifed   by  the  be  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the 

additional  duties  upon  beer,  ale,  and  debts  contracted    by  the  war :   and, 

other  liquors.      Thev  alf-  provided  in  That  it  fliould   be    lau'ul   for  the-r 

the  bill,  that  th<-  imrofitions  on  wines,  maitfties  to  rmke  ure  of  pse  hundred 

vinrgar,  and  tob.icco,  ftould  br  mads  thcul'and  pcuncs  out  of  the  faid  grants, 

a  fund  of  credit:   That  the  furplu-  of  on  cond-tion  of  thit  lum's   being  ie- 

the  grants  they  had  made,    after  the  paid  from  t>.cicvenue.     Kaljh. 
current  fervice  was  oiovided  for.  flicuJJ 

duly 
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A.C.  1690.  duly  returned  as  mayor  by  the  common  hall:  and, 
That  he  and  the  aldermen  had  impofed  Mr. 
Leonard  Robmlbn  upon  them  as  chamberlain, 
though  another  peribn  was  duly  elected  into  that 
office  :  That  divers  members  of  the  common  coun- 
cil were  illegally  excluded,  and  others  duly  elected 
were  refilled  admittance.  They  fpecitied  other 
grievances,  a>id  petitioned  for  relief.  Pilkington 
and  !)is  affociates  undertook  to  prove,  that  thofe 
allegations  were  cither  falfe  or  frivobus ;  and  re- 
preiented  the  petition  as  a  contrivance  of  the  Jaco- 
bites, to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  city,  that  the  fup- 
ply  might  be  retarded,  and  the  government  diftref- 
ftfd.  In  the  late  panic  which  overfpread  the  nation, 
the  Whigs  had  appeared  to  be  the  monied  men, 
and  kibfcribed  largely  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fettle- 
men  t  they  had  made,  while  the  Tories  kept  aloof 
with  a  fufpicious  caution.  For  this  realbn  the 
court  now  interpofed  its  influence  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  little  or  no  regard  was  paid  to  their  remon- 
itrance. 

Attempt         The   marquis    of  Carmaerthen   lord-prefident, 
againft  the  who  was  at  t{ie  nea^  of  the  Tory  intcreft  in  the 

marqu.s  or          .     .  _  ,      .  .  '  ,.          .   ,        , 

carmaer-  mimftry,  and  had  acquired  great  credit  with  the 
then"  king  and  q-aeen,  now  fell  under  the  difpleafure  of 
the  oppofite  faction  ;  and  they  refolved  (if  poffible) 
to  revive  his  old  impeachment.  The  earl  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  and  thirteen  other  leading  men,  had  en- 
gaged in  this  defign.  A  committee  of  lords  was 
appointed  to  examine  precedents,  and  enquire 
whether  impeachments  continued  in  ftatu  quo  from 
parliament  to  parliament.  Several  fuch  precedents 
were  reported  •,  and  violent  debates  enfued  :  but, 
the  marquis  eluded  the  vengeance  of  his  enemies, 
in  confequence  of  the  following  queltion,  "  Whe- 
tc  ther  the  earls  of  Saliibury  and  Peterborough, 
"  who  had  been  impeached  in  the  former  parlia- 
"  ment,  for  being  reconciled  to  the  church  of 

"  Rome, 
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"'Rome,  fhall  be  difcharged  from  their  bail  ?"  A«c.  ,.690. 
The  honfo  refolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  ftveral 
lords  entered  a  proteft.  The  commons  having 
finifhed  a  bill  for  appointing  commiffioners  to  take 
and  ftate  the  public  accounts  ;  and  having  chofen 
the  commiilioners  from  among  their  own  members, 
lent  it  up  to  the  houfe  of  lords.  There  the  earl 
of  Rochefter  moved,  that  they  mould  add  fome  of 
their  number  to  thofe  of  the  commons  :N  they  ac- 
cordingly chofe  an  equal  number  by  ballot ;  but, 
Rochefter  himfelf  being  elected,  refuted  to  act : 
the  others  followed  his  example,  and  the  bill  pal- 
fed  without  alteration.  On  the  firth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, the  king  put  an  end  to  the  feflion  with  a  fpeech. 
in  which  he  thanked  them  for  the  rr peated  inftan- 
ces  they  had  exhibited  of  their  affection  to  his  per 
Ion  and  government.  He  told  them  it  was  Jrigh 
time  for  him  to  embark  for  Holland  ;  recommend- 
ed unanimity,  and  aifurcrd  them  of  his  particular 
favour  and  protection.  Then  lord  chief  baron 
Atk:ns  fignified  his  maidly's  pleafure,  that  the 
two  houies  Ihould  adjourn  tbemfclves  to  the  thirty- 
firft  day  of  March. 

iiiam  having  fettled  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  Thekl-r.g>{ 
fet  out  for  Margate  an  the  fixch  day  of  January  :  voyage  to 
but,  the  fnip  in  which  he  proposed  to  embark,  be-  Loii'ndt 
ing  iicraincd  by  an  ea  i  and  hard  iroft,  he 

returned  to  Kenungton.  On  the  fixteenth,  ho\v- 
ever,  he  c:r,barked  at  Gravefend  with  a  numerous 
retinue,  and  fet  fail  for  Holland,  under  convoy  of 
twelve  fhbs  of  war,  commanded  by  admiral 
Rooke.  Next  day,  be-ing  informed  by  a  Mlher- 
man,  that  he  was  within  a  league  and  a  half  of 
Goree,  he  quit'.  icht,  an.d  w^nt  into  an 

open  boat,  attended  by  the  duke  of  Ormond,  the 
Wits  of  BevpnuYin?,  Doriet,  Portland,  and  Mon- 
mourh,  with  Overkirk,  ar.d  Zuyleftein.  Inftead 
of  landing  immediately,  they  loft  fight  of  the  fleet, 
N°..  79.  D  d  and 
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A,  c,  1690.  and  night  coming  on,  were  expofed  in  very  fevere1 
weather  to  the  danger  of  the  enemy  and  the  leax 
which  ran  very  high  for  eighteen  hours,  during, 
which  the  king  and  all  his  attendants  were  drench- 
ed with  fea-water.  When  the  failors  expreffed 
their  apprehenfions  of  perifhing,  the  king  afked,, 
if  they  were  afraid  to  die  in  his  company  ?  At  day- 
break he  landed  on  the  ifle  of  Goree,  where  he 
took  fome  refreshment  in  a  fimerman's  hut ;  then 
he  committed  himlelf  to  the  boat  again,  and  was 
conveyed  to  the  fhore  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Maeilandfluys..  A  deputation  of  the  ftates  re- 
ceived him  at  Hounflardyke  ;  and  about  fix  in  the 
evening  he  arrived  at  the  Hague,  where  he  was 
immediately  complimented  by  the  ftates-general, 
the  ftates  of  Holland,,  the  council  of  ftate,  the 
ether  colleges,  and  the  foreign  minifters.  He 
afterwards,  at  the  requeft  of  the  magiilrates,  made 
his  public  entry  with  fbrprifing  magnificence ;  and 
the  Dutch  celebrated  his  arrival  with  bonfires,  illu- 
minations, and  other  marks  of  tumultuous  joy.  He 
affifted  at  their  different  affemblies  ;  informed  them 
of  his  fuccefles  in  England  and  Ireland  i  and  allu- 
red them  of  his  conftant  zeal  and  affection  for  his 
native  country. 

He  afMs  at  At  afolemn  congrefs  of  the  confederate  princes,, 
jeongref..  he  rcprelcnted,  in  a  fet  fpeech,  the  dangers  to 
England.  °  which  they  were  expofed  •  from  the  power  and  am- 
bition of  France;  and  the  necefiity  of  acting  with, 
vigour  and  difpatch.  He  declared  he  would  fpare 
neither  his  credit,  forces,  norperibn,in  concurring 
with  their  meafures  ;  and  that  in  the  fpring  he 
would  come  at  the  head  of  his  troops  to  fulfil  hi& 
engagements.  They  forthwith  refolved  to  employ, 
two  hundred  and  twenty-two  thoufand  men  againft. 
France  in  the  eniiiing  campaign.  The  proportions 
of  the  different  princes  and  Lates  were  regulated ; 
and  the  king  of  England  agreed  tojurnifh  twenty,- 

thau- 
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thoufand.  He  fupplied  the  duke  of  Savoy  fo  A.  0.1690. 
liberally,  that  his  affairs  fbon  aflumed  a  more  pro- 
mifing  alped.  The  plan  of  operations  was  fettled; 
and  they  tranfacted  their  affairs  with  fuch  harmony^ 
that  no  difpute  interrupted  their  deliberations.  In 
the  beginning  of  March,  immediately  after  the 
congrefs  broke  up,  the  fiege  of  Mons  was  under- 
taken by  the  French  king  in.pcrfon,  accompanied 
by  the  dauphin,  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Chartres. 
The  garrifon  confifted  of  about  fix  thoufand  men, 
commanded  by  the  prince  of  Bergue ;  but,  the 
befiegers  carried  on  their  works  with  fuch  rapidity 
as  they  could  not  withfland.  King  William  no 
fooner  underftood  that  the  place  was  inverted^  than 
he  ordered  prince  Waldeck  to  aflemble  the  army, 
determined  to  march  againft  the  enemy  in  perform 
Fifty  thoufand  men  were  loon  collected  at  Halle, 
nearBruffels  -,  but,  when  he  went  thither  he  found 
the  Spaniards  had  neglected  to  provide  carriages 
and  other  neceflaries  for.  the  expedition.  Mean 
while,  the  burghers  of  Mons  feeing  their  town  in 
danger  of  being  utterly  deftroyed  by  the  bombs 
and  cannon  of  the  enemy,  prefled  the  governor  to 
capitulate,  *  and  even  threatened  to  introduce  the 
befiegers :  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  comply,  and 
obtained  very  honourable  conditions.  William 
being  appriled  of  this  event,  returned  to  the. 
Hague,  embarked  for  England,  and  arrived  at 
Whitehall  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  April  f. 

A  confpiracy  againil  the  government  had  been  (Wi.iracy 
lately  difcovered.     In  the  latrer  end  of  December,  g?^^ 
the  mafter  of  a  veflel  who  lived   at  Barking   iff  bjiorfPidf 
Efiex,  informed  the  marquis  of  Carmaefihen,  thatJSLJJ* 
his  wife  had  let  out  one  of  his  barks  to  carry  over 
fome  perfons  to  France  j  and  that  they  would  em- 

•j-   A   ffw  days  btfort  his   arrival,     was   confurrcd   by   fiir,  through  the 
great    pa. t  cflhe  palace  of  Whitehall     negligence  »f»  female  fcrva.r. 

D  d  2  bark 
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A..C.  1690.  bark  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  the  month.     This  in- 
telligence  being  communicated  to   the  king  and 
council,  an   order  was  lent  to  captain   Billop,  to 
watch  the  motion'  of  the  vefiU,  and  fecure  the  paf- 
fengers.     He  according  boarded  her  at  Gravefen.d, 
and  found  in  the  hold  lord  Prefton,  Mr.  Amton,  a 
fervant  of  the  late  queen,    and  one  Elliot.     He 
likewife  ieized  a  bundle  of  papers,  fame  of  which 
w.ere  fcarce  intelligible-,  and  among  the" reft,  two 
letters  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  Turner  bifhop  of 
lily  to  king  James  and  his  queen,  under  fictitious 
names.      The  whole  amounted  to  an  invitation  to 
the  French  king  to  afiift  king  James  in  reaicend- 
ing  the    throne,  upqn    certain    conditions,  while 
William  mould  be  abientfrorn  the  kingdom:  but 
the  fcheme  was  iil-laycd,  and  countenanced  but  by 
a  very  few  perfons  of  confederation,  among  whom 
the  chiefs  were  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  the  bifhop  of 
Ely,  lord  Prefton,  his   brother  Mr.  Graham,   and 
Penn   the  famous    quaker.     Notwithstanding  the 
outcries  which  had  been  made  againft  the  fevcrities 
of  the  late  government,  Prefton  and  his  accomplice 
Afhton,  were  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  compaf- 
fing  the  death  of  their  majefties  king  William  and 
queen  Mary  •,  and  their  trials  were  hurried  on  with- 
out any  regard  to  their  petitions  for  delay.     Lord 
Prefton  alledged  in  his  defence,  that  the  treafon* 
charged  upon   him  were   not   committed  in  the 
county  of  Middlelex,  as  laid  in  the  indictment ; 
that  none  of  the  witneffes .  declared  he  had  any 
concern  in  hiring  the  veflel  •,  that  the  papers  were 
not  found  upon  him  ;  that  there  ought  to  be  two- 
credible  witnefies  to  every  fact,  whereas  the  whole 
proof  againft  him  reftcd  on  fimilitude  of  hands 
and  mere  fuppofition.     He  was  nevertheless  found 
guilty.     Ailiton  behaved  with  great  intrepidity  and 
compofure.     He  owned  his  purpofe  of  going  to 
Fraoce>  in  purfuance  of  a  promile  he  had  made  to- 
general 
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general  Worden,  who,  on  his  death-bed,  conjured  A-  ''•  |69Q- 
him  to  go  thither  and  finifh  fome  affairs  of  confe,- 
cjnence  which  he  had  left  there   depending  •,  and 
with  a  view  to  recover  aconfidenible  fu;m  of  money 
due  to  himfelf.      He  denied  that  he  was  privy  to 
the  contents  of  the  papers  found  upon  him  •,  lie 
complained  of  his  having  been  denied  time  to  pre- 
pare for  his  trial ;  and  called  leveral  perlbns   to 
prove  him  a  proteftant  of  exemplary  piety  and  irrs- 
prcnchable  morals.     Thefe  circumftftnces  had  no 
weight  with  the  court.     Ke  was  brow-beaten  by 
the  bench,  and  found  guilty  by  the  jury,  as  lie 
had  the  papers  in  his  cuftody :  yet  there  was  no 
privity  proved;  and    the  Whig  party  themfelves 
had  often  exprefl/  declared,  that  of  all  Ibrts   of 
evidence,    that   of  finding   papers   in    a  perfon's 
pofleflion  is  the  weak^ft,  becauie  no  man   can  fe- 
cure  himfelf  from  Rich  danger.     Afhton  fuffered 
with   equal   courage  and  decorum.     In    a  paper 
which  he  delivered  to   the  fnerifF,  he  owned   his 
attachment  to  king  James  -,  he  witneffed  to  the 
birth  of  the  prince  of  Wales ;  denied  his  know- 
ledge of  the   contents  of   the  papers   that  were 
committed  to  his  ciiarge  ;  complained  of  the  hard 
mgafure  he  had  met  with  from  the  judges  and  the 
jury,  but  forgave  them   in    the  fight  of  heaven. 
This   nran  was   ceV'brated   b/  the  nonjurors  as  a 
martyr  to  loyalty  •,  and  they  boldly  affirmed,   that 
his  chkf  crime  in  the  eyes  ot  the  government,  was 
his  having  among  his  baggage,  an  acco.unt  of  fuch 
evidence  as  wouU  have  been  convincing  to  all  the 
world,    concerning   the '  birch   of  the   prince   of^tevt&t. 
Wales,  which   by  a  great  number  of  people  was  *™  j[1' 
believed fuppofiuuoas ".   Lord  Pidton  obtained  a  Ralph.' 

*  To  one  of  the  pamphlets  p.ii'.iilierf  lhat  fome  prave   and  leaTfd   prrfon 

or.  this  occafion,  is  annexed  a  petition  ftould  be  authorized  to  r onjpile  4  trea- 

tH  the  preler.t  government,  hi  il.c  nnm'~  liu-  /hewing  Thf  grounds  of  William's 

flfkii»g  j«nc«'itdhertnts,impoitng,  tit'e  ;  and   m    vafc   the   p.noviii^uc 

D  d  3  pardon  -, 
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A.  c.  j69©.  pardon  ;  Elliot  was  not  tried,  becaufe  no  evidence 
appeared  againft  him  •,  the  earl  of  Clarendon  was 
fent  to  the  Tower,  where  he  remained  forqe 
months,  and  he  was  afterwards  confined  to  his 
own  houfe  in  the  country  :  an  indugence  which  he 
owed  to  his  confanguinity  with  the  queen,  who 
was  his  firft  coufin.  The  bifhop  of  Ely,  Graham, 
and  Penn  abfconded ;  and  a  proclamation  was 
ifTued  for  apprehending  them  as  traitors. 
The  king  This  prelate's  being  concerned  in  a  confpiracy, 
fi'cantP  the  furnime^  tne  king  with  a  plaufible  pretence  for 
buhoj-rics.  filling  up  the  vacant  biflioprics.  The  deprived 
bimops  had  been  given  to  underftand,  that  an  act 
of  parliament  might  be  obtained  to  excufe  them 
from  taking  the  oaths,  provided  they  would  per- 
form their  epifcopal  functions ;  but,  as  they  de- 
clined this  expedient,  the  king  refolved  to  fill  up 
A.  c.  i69i.  their  places  at  his  return  from  Holland.  Accord- 
ingly the  archbifhopric  of  Canterbury  was  conferred 
upon  doctor  Tillotfon  -J-,  one  of  the  moil  learned, 
moderate,  and  virtuous  ecclefiaftics  of  the  age, 
who  did  not  accept  of  this  promotion  without 
great  reluctance,  becaufe  he  forefaw  that  he  mould 
be  expofed  to  the  (lander  and  malevolence  of  that 
party  which  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  his  predeceftbr, 
The  other  vacant  fees  were  given  to  divines  of  un- 
blemiihed  character ;  and  the  public  in  general 
fecmed  very  well  fatisfied  with  this  exertion  of  the 
king's  fupremacy.  The  deprived  bimops  at  firft 
affected  all  the  meeknefs  of  refignation.  They 
remembered  thofe  ihouts  of  popular  approbation, 

fhruld  carry  corm^ion  along  v/'th  it,  which  appeared  at  this  prriod.  Ralph, 
they  would  fubrrrt  to  that  title,  as  they         -f-  Beveridge  was  promoted  to  ths 

had   hitherto  .nr>pofed  it  from  a  prin-  fee  of'  Bath  and  Wells,  Fowler  to  that 

eiple  of  conscience.     The  be/I  anfwer  of  Glcucefler,  Cumberland  to  Peter, 

that  could  be  rrur!e  to  th's  fummon?,  borough,  Moore  to  Norwich,   Grove 

book  upon  govemmenr,  to  Chicheftei-j  aad  Patrick  to  Ely. 

by 


WILLIAM    III.  407 

Tsy  which  they  had  been  animated  in  the  perfecu-  A<c<  l6*1* 
tion  they  fufFered  under  the  late  government ;  and 
they  hoped  the  fame  cordial  would  fupport  them  in 
their  prefent  affliction  :    but,  finding  the  nation 
cold  in  their  concern,  they  determined  to  warm  it 
by  argument  and  declamation.     The  prefs  groaned 
with  the  efforts  of  their  learning  and  refentment ; 
and  every  effay  was  anfwered  by  their  opponents. 
The  nonjurors  affirmed  that  chriftianity  was  a  doc- 
tor of  the  crofs  -,  that  no  pretence  whatever  could 
juftify  an   infurrection  againll  the  fovereign ;  that 
the  primitive  chriftians  thought  it  their  indifpen- 
fible  duty  to  be  paflive  under  every  invafion  of 
their  rights ;  that  non-refiftance  was  the  doctrine 
of  the  Englifh  church,  confirmed  by  all  the  fanc- 
tions  that  could  be  derived  from  the  laws  of  God 
.and  man.     The  other  party  not  only  fupportcd 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  explained  the 
uie  that  might  be   made  of  the  doctrine  of  non- 
refiftance,  in  exciting  frefli  commotions,  but  they 
alfo  argued,  that  if  paflive  obedience  was  right  in 
any  inftance,  it  was  conclufively  fo  with  regard  to 
the  prefent  government  •,  for  the  obedience  required 
by  icripture  was  indifcriminate,  <c  The  powers  that 
*'  be,  are   ordained    of  God — let   every  foul  be 
<c  fubject  to  the  higher  powers."      From  thefe 
texts  they  inferred,  that  the   new  oaths  ought  to 
be  taken  without  fcruple ;  and  that  thofe  who  rc- 
fufed  them,  concealed  party  under  the  cloak  of 
confcience.     On  the  other  hand,  the  fallacy  and 
treachery  of  this    argument  were   dernonftrati-d. 
They  laid  it  levelled  all  diftinctions  of  juftice  and 
duty  •,  that  thofe  who  taught  fuch  doctrines  attach- 
ed themfelves  folely  to  pofleffiop,   howfoever  un- 
juftly  acquired  -,  that  if  twenty  diilerent  ufurpcrs 
Should  fucceed  one  another,  they  v/ould  recognize 
the  laft,  notwithftanding  the  allegiance  they  had 
&  folemnly  fworn  to  his  predecefibr,  like  the  fawn- 
D  d  4  ing 
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A.  c.  1691.  ing  fpaniel  .that  followed  the  thief  who  mounted 
his  matter's  hprfe,- after  having  murdered  the  right 
owner.  They,  alfo-  denied  the  juftice  of  a  lay -de- 
privation, andjw^th  Felpect  to  church  government 
ftarted  the  lafne'  diftinctions.  "  Be  jure  and  De 
facto,"  which  they  had  formerly  made  in  the  civil 
adminiltration.  They  had  even  recourfe  to  all 
the  b'itternefs  of  inventive  againft  Tillotfon  and  the 
new  bifhops,  whom  they  reviled  as  intruders  and 
ufurpers  •,  but  their  acrimony  was  chiefly  directed 
againft-  Dr.  Sherlock,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
mcft  violent  ilicklcrs  againft  the  revolution,  but 
thought  proper  to  take  the  oaths  upon  the  retreat 
of  king  James  from  Ireland.  They  branded  him 
as  an  apoftate  who  had  betrayed  his  caufe,  and 
publifhed  a  review  of  his  whole  conduct,  which 
proved  a  fevere  fatire  upon  his  character.  Their 
attacks  upon  individuals  were  mingled  with  their 
vengeance  againft  the  government:  and  indeed 
the  great;  ,aim  of  their  divines,  as  well  as  of  their 
politicians,  was  to  fap  the  foundation  of  the  new 
iettlement.  In  order  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the 
peeplc  from.tfce  interefts  of  the  reigning  prince, 
they  ridiculed  his  character,  inveighed  againft  his 
meafures  -,  accufed  him  of  facrificing  the  concerns 
of  England  to  the  advantage  of  his  native  country; 
and  drew  invidious  companions  between  the 
wealth,  the  trade,  the  taxes  of  the  laft  and  of  the 
prefent  reign.  To  fruftrate  thefe  efforts  of  the 
malcontents,  the  court  employed  their  engines  to 
aniwer  aad  recriminate  j  all  forts  of  informers  were 
encouraged'  and  carefTed  •,  in  a  proclamation  ifiued 
againft  papifts  p,nd  other  diiairected  perions,  alj 
magiftrates  were  enjoined  to  make  fearch  and  ap- 
prehend thofe  who  fliould,  by  feditious  diicouries 
and  libels,  prefume  to  defame  the  government. 
Thus  the  revokuioners  cpjnmenced  tne  profefled 
enemies  of  thofe  very  arts  and  practices  which  had 

enabled 
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.enabled   them  to  bring   their  fcheme  io  perfec-  A.C.  i69«. 
tion.  | 

The  prefbyterians  in  Scot]  and  tactpd  with  fuch  Affairs  of 
folly,  violence,    and   tyranny,    as-rrdndered  them  Scotlandt 
equally  odious  and  contemptible.    .Tthe  tranfactions 
in  their  general  afiembly  were  carried,  on  with  Inch 
peevifhnefs,  partiality,   and  injuilice,  that  the'king 
diflblved   it    by  an  aft    of  itate,    and    convoked 
another  for  the  month  of  November  in  the  follow- 
ing year.      The  epiicopal  party  promifed  to  enter 
heartily  into  the  interefh  of  the  new  government, 
to  keep  the  Highlanders  quiet,  and  induce  the 
clergy  to  acknowledge   and  ferve  king  William, 
provided  he  would  balance  the  power  of  Melvill 
and  his  partifans  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  fecure 
them  from  violence  and  oppremon ;  provided  the 
epifcopal  minifters  mould  be  permitted  to  perform 
their  functions  among  thole  people  by  whom  they 
were  beloved;    and  that  fuch  of  them  as  were 
willing  to  mix  with  the  prefbyterians  in  their  judi- 
catories,  mould   be   admitted  without  any  fevere 
impodtion  in  point  of  opinion.      The  king,  who 
was  extremely  difgufted   at  the  prefbyterians,  re- 
limed  the  propofal ;  and  young  Dalrymple,  fon  of 
lord  Stair,  was  appointed  joint  fecretary  of  itate 
with  Melvill,     He  undertook  to  bring  over  the 
majority  of  the  Jacobites,  and  a  great  number  of 
them  took  the  oaths-  but  at  the  fame  time  they 
maintained  a  correfpondence  with  the  court  of  St. 
Germains,  by  the  connivance  of  which  they  fub- 
mitjed  to  William,  that  they  might  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  ferve  James  the  more  effectually.     The 
Scottifh  parliament  was  adjourned  by  proclamation 
to  the  fixtecnth  day  of  September.     Precautions 
were  taken  to  prevent  any  dangerous  communica- 
tion with  the  continent ;  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  put    the  kingdom  in   a  poihire  of  defence  j 

to 
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A.  c.  1691.  to  exercife  the  powers  of  the  regency,  in  fecuring  the 
enemies  of  the  government :  and  the  earl  of 
Home,  with  Sir  Peter  Frafer  and  Sir  TEneas  Mac- 
pherfon,  was  apprehended  and  imprifoned. 
campaign  ''  The  king  having  fettled  the  operations  of  the 
iu  Flanders,  enfuing  casmpaign  in  Ireland,  where  general 
Ginckle^exercifed  the  fupreme  command,  manned 
his  fleet  by  dint  of  preffing  failors,  to  the  incredible 
annoyance  of  commerce,  left  the  queen  as  before 
at  the  helm  of  government  in  England,  returned 
to  Holland,  accompanied  by  lord  Sidney  fecretary 
of  ftate,  the  earls  of  Marlborough  and  Portland, 
and  began  to  make  preparations  for  taking  the  field 
in  perfon.  On  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  the  duke 
of  Luxemburg  having  pafied  the  Scheld  at  the 
head  of  a  large  army,  took  poflefllon  of  Halle, 
and  gave  it  up  to  plunder,  in  fight  of  the  confe- 
derates, who  were  obliged  to  throw  up  intrench- 
ments  'for  their  prefervation.  At  the  fame  time 
the  marquis  De  Bouffkrs,  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  forces,  intrenched  Jiimfelf  before  Liege, 
with  a  view  to  bombard  that  city.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  June,  king  William  took  upon  himfelf 
the  command  of  the  allied  army,  by  this  time  re- 
inforced in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  fuperior  to  the 
enemy.  He  forthwith  detached  the  count  de  Tilly 
with  ten  thoufand  men  to  the  relief  of  Liege, 
which  was  already  reduced  to  ruins  and  defolation 
by  the  bombs,  bullets,  and  repeated  attacks  of 
Boufflers,  who  now  thought  proper  to  retreat  to 
Dinant?  Titly  having  thus  raifed  the  fiege  and 
thrown  a  body  of  troops  into  Huy,  rejoined  the 
confederate  army,  which  had  been  augmented 
even  fince  his  departure  with  fix  thoufand  men 
from  Brandenburg,  and  ten  thoufand  Hefiians, 
commanded  by  the  landgrave  in  perfon.  Such  was 
the  vigilance  of  Luxemburg,  that  William  could 
not  avail  himfelf  of  his  fuperiority.  In  vain  he 

exhaufted 


WILLIAM    III.  411 

exhaufted   his    invention    in    marches,    counter-  *•• c- 169«- 
marches,  and  ftratagems,.  to  bring  on   a  general 
engagement :  the  French  marfhal  avoided  it  with 
iuch  dexterity  as  baffled  all  his  endeavours.     In 
the  courfe  of  this  campaign,  the  two  armies  twice 
confronted  each  other  •,  but  they  were  fituated  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  neither  could  begin  the  attack 
without  a  manifeft  difadvantage.     While  the  king 
lay  encamped  at  Court- fur- heure,  a  foldier,  cor- 
rupted by  the  enemy,  fet  fire  to  the  fufes  of  fe- 
veral  bombs,  the  explofion  of  which  might  have 
blown  up  the  whole  magazine,  and  produced  in- 
finite confufion  in  the  army,  had  not  the  miichief 
been  prevented  by  the  courage  of  the  men  who 
guarded  the  artillery :  even  while  the  fufes  were 
burning  they  difengaged   the  waggons  from  the 
line,  and  overturned  them  down  the  fide  of  a  hillj 
fo  that  the  communication  of  the  fire  was  inter- 
cepted.    The  perfon  who  made  this  treacherous  . 
attempt  being  difcovered,  owned  he  had  been  em- 
ployed for  this   purpofe  by  the  duke  of  Luxem- 
burg.    He  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  fuf- 
fered  the  death  of  a  traitor.     King  William  quit- 
ting Court-fur-heuer,  encamped  upon  the  plain  of 
St.  Girard,  where  he  remained  till  the  fourth  day 
of  September,  confuming  the  forage  and  exhauft- 
ing  the  country.      Then  he   patted  the   Sambre 
near  Jemeppe,    while    the  French  eroded   it   at 
La  Bufierre,  and  both   armies   marched  towards 
Enghien.     The  enemy  perceiving   the   confede- 
rates were  at  their  heels,  proceeded  to  "Gramont, 
paffed  the  Dender,  and  took  pofiefiion  of  a  ftrong 
camp  between    Aeth    and   Oudenarde  ^    William 
followed  the  fame  route,  and  encamped  between 
Aeth  and  Leufe.    While  he  continued  in  this  poft, 
the  Heflian  forces  and  thofe  of  Liege,  amounting 
to  about  eighteen  thouiand  men,  ieparated  from 
the  army  and  palled  the  Meule  at  Namur;  then 
o  the 
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A.C.  1691.  the  king  returned  to  the  Hague,  leaving  the  com- 
mand  to  prince  Waldeck,  who  forthwith  removed 
to  Le,ufe,  and  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month 
began  his  march  to  Cambron.  Luxemburg,  who 
watched  his  motions  with  a  curious  eye,  found 
means  to  attack  him  in  his  retreat  fo  fuddenly,  that 
his  rear  was  furprifed  and  defeated,  though  the 
French  were  at  laft  obliged  to  retire  :  the  prince 
continued  his  route  to  Cambron,  and  in  a  little 
time  both  armies  retired  into  winter  -quarters.  In 
the  mean  time  the  duke  De  Noailles  befieged  and 
took  Urgel  in  Catalonia,  while  a  French  fquadron, 
commanded  by  the  count  D'Etrees,  bombarded 
Barcelona  and  Alicant. 

Progrefs  of  The  confederates  had  propofed  to  aft  vigoroufly 
the  French  in  Italy  againft  the  French  -,  but  the  fealbn  was 
npiedmcnt.  ^ar  ac|varfced  before  they  were  in  a  condition  to 
take  the  field.  The  emperor  and  Spain  had  un- 
dertaken to  furriifh  troops  to  join  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  and  the  maritime  powers  contributed  their 
proportion  in  money.  The  elector  of  Bavaria  was 
nominated  to  the  fupreme  command  of  the  impe- 
rial forces  in  that  country ;  the  marquis  de  Le- 
ganez,  governor  of  the  Milancfe,  afted  as  truitee 
for  the  Spanilh  monarch  j .  duke  Schomberg,  lately 
created  duke  of  Leinfter,  managed  the  intereft  of 
William  as  king  of  England  and  ftadtholdcr,  and 
commanded  a  body  of  the  Vaudois  payed  by  Great 
Britain.  Before  the  German  auxiliaries  arrived, 
the  French  had  made  great  progrefs  in  their  con- 
quefts.  Catinat  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Villa - 
Franca,  Nice,  and  fome  other  fortifications  ;  then 
he  reduced  Villana  and  Carmagnola,  and  detached 
the  marquis  de  Feuquieres  to  inveft  Coni,  a  itrong 
fortrefs  garrifoned  by  the  Vaudois  and  French  re- 
fugees. The  duke  of  Savoy  was  now  reduced  to 
.  the  brink  of  ruin.  Fie  faw  almoft  all  his  places  ©f 
ftrength  in  the  porTeffion  of  the  enemy  :  Coni  was 
5  befiegcd : 
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befieged  :    and  La  Hoguette,  another  French  ge-  A.  0.1691.  * 
nera4,  had  forced  the  pafles  of  the  valley  of  Aofte;  " 
fo  that  lie  had  free  admiffion   into  the  Verceillois 
and  the   frontiers  of  the    Milanefe.     Turin  was 
threatened  with  a  bombardment ;  the  people  were 
difpirited  and  clamorous  •,  and  their  fovercign  lay 
with  his  little  army  encamped  on  the  hill  of  Mont- 
cailier,  from  whence   he   beheld  his  towns  taken 
and  his  palace  of  Rivoli  deftroyed.     Duke  Schom- 
berg  exhorted  him   to  aft  on  the  offenfive,  and 
give  battle   to  Catinat,  while  that   officer's  army 
was  weakened  by  detachments  ;  and  prince  Eugene 
fupported  his  rernonft  ranee :   but  this  propofal  was 
vehemently  opoofed  by  the  marquis  de  Leganez, 
who  foreiaw  that  if  the  duke  mould  be  defeated, 
the  French  would  penetrate  into  the  territories  of 
Milan.     The  relief  of  Coni,  however,  was  under- 
taken by  prince  Eugene,  who  began  his  march  for 
that  place    with  a  convoy   guarded    by  two  and 
twenty  hundred  horle :   at  Magliano  he  was  rein- 
forced by  five  thoufand  militia  ;  and  Bulonde,  who 
commanded  at  the  liege,  no  fooner  heard  of  hi» 
approach  than  he  retired  with  the  utmofl  precipi- 
tation, leaving   behind    fome    pieces   of  cannon, 
mortars,  bombs,  arms,   ammunition,  tents,  provi- 
fions,    utenfils,  with    all    his    fick    and  wounded. 
When  he  joined  Catinat,  he  was  immediately  put 
under   arreft,  and   afterwards   cafhiered  with   dif- 
grace.     Hogutre  abandoned  the  valley  of  Aofte ; 
Fcuquieres  was  fent  with  a  detachment  to  change 
the  garrifon  of  Cafal,  and  Catinat  retired  with  his 
army  towards  Villa  Nova  d'Afte. 

The  milcarriage  of  the  French  before  Coni  af-  E]fa;OBOf, 
fefted  Louvois   the   minifter  of  Lewis  h  deeply,  new  PO^. 
that  he  could  not  htrlp  fhedding   tears  when  he 
communicated  the  event  to  his  matter,  who  told 
him,  with  great  compofure,  that  he  was  fpoiled  by- 
good  fortune.     But  the  retreat  of  the  French  from 
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A.C.  1691.  piedmont  had  a  dill  greater  influence  over  the  re-1 
folution>s  of  the  conclave  at  Rome,  then  fitting  for 
the  election  of  a  new  pope  in  the  room  of  Alexan- 
der VIII.  who  died  in  the  beginning  of  February, 
N!otvvithftanding  the  power  and  intrigues  of  the 
French  faction,  headed  by  the  cardinal  D'Etrees, 
the  affairs  of  Piedmont  had  no  fooner  taken  this 
turn,  than  the  Italians  joined  the  Spanifh  and  im- 
perial intereft,  and  cardinal  Pignatelli,  a  Neapoli- 
tan, was  elected  pontiff.  He  afifumed  the  name  of 
Innocent,  in  honour  of  the  laft  pope,  known  by 
that  appellation,  and  adopted  all  his  maxims  againft 
the  French  monarch.  When  the  German  auxili- 
aries arrived,  under  the  command  of  the  elector  of 
Bavaria,  the  confederates  refolved  to  give  battle  to 
Catinat ;  but  he  repafied  the  Po,  and  fent  couriers 
to  Verfailes  to  Iblicit  a  reinforcement.  Then 
prince  Eugene  inverted  Carmagnola,  and  carried 
on  the  fiege  with  fuch  vigour,  that  in  eleven  days 
the  garrifon  capitulated.  Mean  while  the  marquis 
de  Hoquincourt  undertook  the  conqueft  of  Mont- 
melian,  and  reduced  the  town  without  much  re- 
fiftance.  The  caftle,  however,  made  fuch  a  vigo- 
rous defence,  that  Catinat  marched  thither  in  per- 
fon  -,  and,  notwithftanding  all  his  efforts,  the  place 
held  out  till  the  fecond  day  of  December,  when  it 
furrendered  on  honourable  conditions. 
Thetmpe-  This  fummer  produced  nothing  of  importance 
nt's  fuccefs  on  the  Rhine.  The  French  endeavoured  to  fur- 
?»£?.***  prize  Mentz,  by  maintaining  a  correlpondence 
with  one  of  the  emperor's  commiflioners  ;  but 
this  being  difcovered,  their  delign  was  fruftrated. 
The  imperial  army,  under  the  elector  of  Saxony, 
patted  the  Rhine  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Manheimj 
and  the  French  croffing  the  fame  river  at  Philipf- 
burg,  reduced  the  town  of  Portzheim  in  the  mar- 
quifate  of  Baden-Dourlach.  The  execution  of  the 
fcheme  projected  by  the  emperor  for  this  campaign, 

was 
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was  prevented  by  the  death  of  his  general  the  A.  e.  1691. 
elector  of  Saxony,  which  happened  on  the  fecond 
day  of  September.  His  affairs  wore  a  more  favour- 
able afpect  in  Hungary,  where  the  Turks  were 
totally  defeated  by  prince  Lewis  of  Buden  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube.  The  Imperialifts  after- 
wards undertook  the  fiege  of  Great  Waradin  in 
Tranfylvania  ;  but  this  was  turned  into  a  blockade, 
and  the  place  was  not  furrendered  till  the  following 
fpring.  The  Turks  were  fo  difpirited  by  the  de- 
feat, by  which  they  had  loft  the  grand  vizir,  that 
the  emperor  might  have  made  peace  upon  very  ad- 
vantageous terms  :  but  his  pride  and  ambition 
overlhot  his  fuccefs.  He  was  weak,  infolent,  and 
fuperftitious ;  he  imagined  that  now  the  war  of 
Ireland  was  almoft  extinguifhed,  king  William, 
with  the  reft  of  the  allies,  would  be  able  to  humble 
the  French  power,  though  he  himielf  mould  not 
co-operate  with  heretics,  whom  he  abhorred  •,  and 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  he  mould  not  only  make 
an  entire  conqueft  of  Tranfylvania,  but  alfo  carry 
his  victorious  arms  to  the  gates  of  Conftantinople, 
according  to  fome  ridiculous  prophecy  by  which 
his  vanity  had  been  flattered.  The  Spanifh  govern- 
ment was  become  fo  feeble,  that,  rather  than  be 
at  the  expence  of  defending  the  Netherlands,  it 
offered  to  deliver  the  whole  country  to  king  Wil- 
liam, either  as  monarch  of  England  or  ftadthplder 
of  the  United  Provinces.  He  declined  this  offer,, 
becaufe  he  knew  the  people  would  never  be  recon- 
ciled to  a  proteftant  government  :  but  he  propofed- 
that  the  Spaniards  fliould  confer  the  adminiftration. 
of  Flanders  upon  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  who  was- 
ambitious  of  fignalizing  his  courage,  and  able  to 
defend  the  country  with  his  own  troops  and  trea- 
fure.  This  propofal  was  relifhed  by  the  court  of 
Spain  :  the  emperor  imparted  it  to  the  elector,, 
who  accepted  the  office  without  hefitation  -,  and  ha. 

•was- 
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A.C.  1697.  was  immediately  declared  governor  of  the  Low- 
Countries  by  the  council  of  (late  at  Madrid.  King 
William,  after  his  return  from  the  army,  continued 
ibme  time  at  the  Hague,  fettling  the  operations  of 
the  enfuing  campaign  •,  and  embarking  in  the 
Maefe,  landed  in  England  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
October. 

iSd°f  Before  we  explain  the  proceedings  in  parlia- 
ment, it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  a  detail  of  the 
late  tranfactions  in  Ireland.  In  the  be  ginning  of  the 
feafon  the  French  king  had  fent  a  large  fupply  of 
provifion,  cloaths,  and  ammunition,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  Irifti  at  Limerick,  under  the  conduct  of 
monfieur  St.  Ruth,  accompanied  by  a  good  num- 
ber of  French  officers,  turriimed  with  commif- 
fions  from  king  James,  though  St.  Ruth  iflued  all 
his  orders  in  the  name  of  Lewis.  Tyrconnel  had 
arrived  in  January  with  three  frigates  and  nine 
veflels,  loaded  with  fuccours  of  the  fame  nature ; 
otherwife  the  Irifn  could  not  have  been  fo  long 
kept  together.  Nor  indeed  could  thefe  fupplies 
prevent  them  from  forming  Separate  and  indepen- 
dent bands  of  Rapparees,  who  plundered  the  coun- 
try, and  committed  the  moft  (hocking  barbarities. 
The  lords  juftices,  in  conjunction  with  general 
Ginckle,  had  taken  every  ftcp  their  prudence  could 
fuggeft,  to  quiet  the  clilturbances  of  the  country, 
and  prevent  fuch  violence  and  rapine,  of  which  the 
ibldiers  in  king  William's  army  were  not  intirely 
innocent.  The  juftices  had  iiTued  proclamations, 
denouncing  fevere  penalties  againft  thofe  who 
Ihould  countenance  or  conceal  fuch  acts  of  cruelty 
and  oppreflion  :  they  promiled  to  protect  all  pa- 
pifts  who  fhould  live  quietly  within  a  certain  frontier 
line  ;  and  Ginckle  gave  the  catholic  rebels  to  un- 
derftand,  that  he  was  authorized  to  treat  with 
them,  if  they  were  inclined  to  return  to  their  duty. 
Before  the  armies  took  the  field,  feveral  Ikirmilhes 

had 
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had  been  fought  between  parties  ;  and  thefe  had  A-c-  J° 
alv/ayj  turned  out  fo  unfortunate  to  the  enemy, 
tha:  their  fpirits  were  quite  depreffed,  while  the 
confidence  of  the  EngliQi  role  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion. 

St.  Ruth  and  Tyrconncl  were  joined  by  the  Rap-  Genenl 

i  i"  .*-»•       i  i  •     I*  11        GincJde 

parecs,  and  general  Ginckle  was  reinforced  by  <iuces  At 
Mackay,  with  thofe  troops  which  had  reduced  the  ]one- 
Highlanders  in  Scotland.  He,  in  the  beginning 
of  June,  marched  from  Mullingar  to  Ballymore, 
which  was  garrifoned  by  a  thoufand  men  under  co- 
lonel B'onrke,  who,  when  fummoned  to  fin-render* 
returned  an  evafive  anfwer.  But,  when  a  breach 
v;as  made  in  the  place,  and  the  befiegers  began  to 
make  preparations  for  a  general  afTault,  his  men 
layed  down  their  arms,  and  fubmitted  at  diicretion. 
The  fortification  of  this  place  being  repaired  and 
augmented,  the  general  left  a  garrifon  for  its  de- 
fence, and  advanced  to  Athlone,  fituated  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Shannon,  and  fupported  by  the 
Irifh  army  encamped  almoft  under  its  walls.  The 
Englifh  town,  on  the  hither  fide  of  the  river,  was 
taken  fword  in  hand  ;  and  the  enemy  broke  down 
an  arch  of  the  bridge  in  their  retreat.  Batteries 
were  raifed  againft  the  Irifh  town  •,  and  feveral  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts  were  made  to  force  the  paffage 
of  the  bridge,  which  was  defended  with  great  vi- 
gour. At  length  it  was  refolved,  in  a  council  of 
war,  that  a  detachment  mould  pafs  at  a  ford,  a  lit- 
tle to  the  left  of  the  bridge,  though  the  river  was 
deep  and  rapid,  the  bottom  foul  and  (tony,  and 
the  pafs  guarded  by  a  baftion  creeled  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  forlorn  hope  confided  of  fixty  grena- 
diers in  armour,  headed  by  captain  Sandys,  and 
two  lieutenants.  They  were  feconded  by  another 
detachment,  and  this  was  fupported  by  fi*  batta- 
lions of  infantry.  Never  was  a  more  defperate 
fervice,  nor  was  ever  exploit  performed  with  more 
N°..  Ee  valour 
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A.  c.  1691.  va\our  and  intrepidity.      They  paflfed  twenty  a- 
breaft,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  through  an  incef- 
fant  fhower  of  balls,  bullets,  and  grenades.    Thofe 
who  followed  them  took  poflefiion  of  the  bridge, 
and  laid  planks  over  the  broken  arch.     Pontoons 
were  fixed  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  troops  might 
pafs  in  different  places.     The  Irim  were  amazed, 
confounded,  and  abandoned  the  town  in  the  ut- 
moft  confternation  j  fo   that,  in  half  an  hour,  it 
was  wholly  fecured  by  the  Englim,   who  did  not 
lofe  above  fifty  men  in  this  attack.     Mackay,  Tet- 
teau,  and  Tollemache,  exhibited  proofs  of  the  moft 
undaunted  courage  in  palling  the  river  •,  and  gene- 
ral Ginckle,  for  his  conduct,  intrepidity,  and  fuc- 
cefs  on  this  occafion,  was  created  earl  of  Athlone. 
When  St.  Ruth  was  informed  by  exprefs,  that  the 
Englim  had  entered  the  river,  he  laid,  it  was  im- 
poffible  they  mould  pretend  to  take  a  town  which 
fie  covered  with  his  army ;   and  that  he  would  give 
a  thoufand  piflols  they  would  attempt  to  force  a 
palTage.     Sarsfield  infifted  upon    the  truth  of  the 
intelligence,  and  prefled  him  to  fend  iuccours   to 
the  town  :  he  ridiculed  this  officer's  fears,  and  fome 
warm  expoftulation  paffed  between  them.     Being 
at  length  convinced  that  the  Englim  were  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  place,  he  ordered  fome  detachments 
to  drive  them  out  again  ;  but,  the  cannon  of  their 
own  works  being  turned  againft  them,  they  found 
the  talk  impracticable  :  and  that  very  night  their 
their  army  decamped.     St.  Ruth,  after  a  march  of 
ten  miles,  took  pofl  at  Aghrim,  and  having  by 
draughts  from  garrifons  augmented  his  army  to 
five  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  refolved  to  hazard 
a  decifive  engagement. 

iSh'at the      Ginckle  having  put  Athlone  in  a  pofture  of  de~ 

Aghxim,     fence,  pafled  the  Shannon,  and  marched  up  to  the 

enemy,  determined  to  give  them   battle,  though 

his    forces   did    not   exceed   eighteen  thoufand; 

and 
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and  the  Irifli  were  potted  in  a  very  advantageous  A- 
iituation.  St.  Ruth  had  made  an  admirable  dii- 
pofition,  and  taken  every  precaution  that  military 
(kill  could  iuggeft.  His  center  extended  along  a 
riling  ground,  uneven  in  many  places,  interjected 
with  banks  and  ditches,  joined  by  lines  of  commu- 
nication, and  fronted  by  a  large  bog  almoil  irnpaf- 
iable.  His  right  was  fortified  with  intrenchments^ 
and  his  left  fecured  by  the  caflle  of  Aghrim.  He 
harangued  his  army  in  the  molt  pathetic  drain, 
conjuring  them  to  exert  their  courage  in  deft-nee 
of  their  holy  religion,  in  the  extirpation  of  herefy, 
in  recovering  their  antient  honours  and  eftates,  and 
rn  reftoring  a  pious  king  to  the  throne,  from 
whence  he  had  been  expelled  by  an  unnatural  ulur- 
per.  He  employed  the  priefts  to  enforce  his  exhor- 
tations, to  allure  the  men  that  they  might  depend 
upon  the  prayers  of  the  church ;  and  that,  in  cafe  they 
mould  fall  in  battle,  the  faints  and  angels  would 
convey  their  fouls  to  heaven.  They  are  laid  to  have 
1  worn  upon  the  facrament,  that  they  would  not  de- 
fert  their  colours,  and  to  have  received  an  order 
that  no  quarter  mould  be  given  to  the  French  he- 
retics in  the  army  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  Ginckle 
had  encamped  on  the  Rofcommon  fide  of  the  river 
Sue,  within  three  miles  of  the  enemy ;  and,  after 
having  reconnoitred  their  pofture,  relblved,  with 
the  advice  of  a  council  of  war,  to  attack  them  on 
Sunday  the  twelfth  day  of  July.  The  neceiTary 
orders  being  given,  the  army  pafied  the  river  at 
two  fords  and  a  ilone  bridge,  and  advancing  to  the 
edge  of  the  great  bog,  began  about  twelve  o'clock 
to  force  the  two  parTages,  in  order  to  poilefs  the 
ground  on  the  other  fide.  The  enemy  fought 
with  furprifing  fury,  and  the  horfe  were  feveral 
times  repulled  ;  but,  at  length,  the  troops  upon 
the  right  carried  their  point  by  means  of  tome 
field-pieces.  Thv  day  was  now  io  far  advanced, 
E  e  2 
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A.  c.  «69r.  tnat  ^  general  determined  to  poftpone  the  battle 
till  next  morning  ;  but,  perceiving  fome  diibrder 
among  the  enemy,  and  fearing  they  would  decamp 
in  the  night,  he  altered  his  reiblution,  and  ordered 
the  attack  to  be  renewed.  At  fix  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  left  wing  of  the  Englifh  advanced  try 
the  right  of  the  Irifh,  from  whom  they  met  with 
fuch  a  warm  and  obftinate  reception,  that  it  was 
not  without  the  moft  furprifing  efforts  of  courage 
and  perfeverance,  that  they  at  length  obliged  them 
to  give  ground  -,  and  even  that  they  loft  by  inches. 
St.  Ruth  feeing  them  in  danger  of  being  over- 
powered, immediately  detached  fuccours  to  them 
from  his  center  and  left  wing.  Mackay  no  fooner 
perceived  them  weakened  by  thefe  detachments, 
than  he  ordered  three  battalions  to  fkirt  the  bog, 
and  attack  them  on  the  left,  while  the  center  ad- 
vanced through  the  middle  of  the  morafs,  the  men 
wading  up  to  the  waifl  in  mud  and  water.  After 
they  had  reached  the  other  fide,  they  found  them- 
felves  obliged  to  afcend  aVugged  hill,  fenced  with 
hedges  and  ditches ;  and  thefe  were  lined  with 
muiqueteers,  fupported  at  proper  intervals  with 
fquadrons  of  cavalry.  They  made  fuch  a  defpe- 
rate  refiftance,'  and  fought  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  the  affailants  were  repulfed  into  the  middle  of 
the  bog  with  great  lofs ;  and  St.  Ruth  exclaimed, 
"  Now  will  I  drive  the  Englifh  to  the  gates  of 
<c  Dublin."  In  this  critical  conjuncture,  Tollemache 
came  up  with  a  frefli  body  to  luftain  them,  rallied 
the  broken  troops,  and  renewed  the  charge  with 
fuch  vigour,  that  the  Irifh  gave  way  in  their  turn, 
and  the  Englifh  recovered  the  ground  they  had 
loft,  though  they  found  it  impofTible  to  improve 
their  advantage.  Mackay  brought  a  body  of  horle 
and  dragoons  to  the  affiftance  of  the  left  wing  •, 
and  firft  turned  the  tide  of  battle  in  favour  of  the 
Englifh.  Major-general  Rouvigny,  who  had  be- 
haved- 
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havedwith  great  gallantry  during  the  whole  aclion,  A-c-  )69-. 
advanced  with  five  regiments  ot  cavalry  to  fupport 
tlie  center,  when  St.  Ruth  perceiving  his  deiign, 
refolved  to  fall  upon  him  in  a  dangerous  hollow 
way,  which  he  was  obliged  to  pals.  For  this  pur- 
pole  he  began  to  defcend  Kircommodon- hill  with 
his  whole  referve  of  horfe  •,  but  in  his  way  was  kill- 
ed by  a  cannon  ball.  His  troops  immediately 
halted  :  and  his  guards  retreated  with  his  body. 
His  fate  dilpirited  the  troops,  and  produced  inch 
confufion  as  Sarsfield  could  not  remedy  ;  for  tho' 
he  was  next  in  command,  he  had  been  at  variance 
with  St.  Ruth  fince  the  affair  at  Athlone,  and  was 
ignorant  of  the  plan  he  had  concerted.  Rouvigny 
having  paffed  the  hollow  way  without  oppofinon, 
charged  the  enemy  in  flank  ;  and  bore  down  all 
before  him  with  lurprifing  impetuofity  :  the  cen- 
ter redoubled  their  efforts,  and  pufned  the  Irilh  to 
the  top  of  the  hill ;  and  then  their  whole  line  giv- 
ing way  at  once  from  right  to  left,  threw  down 
their  arms.  The  foot  fled  towards  a  bog  in  their 
rear,  and  their  horfe  took  the  route  by  the  highway  . 
to  Lough  neagh:  both  were  purfued  by  the  Eng- 
lifh  cavalry,  who  for  four  miles  made  a  terrible 
Slaughter.  In  the  battle,  which  laded  two  hours, 
and  purfuit,  above  four  thouland  of  the  enemy 
were  flain,  and  fix  hundred  taken,  together  with 
all  their  baggage,  tents,  provifion,  ammunition, 
and  artillery,  nine  and  twenty  pair  of  colours, 
twelve  ftandards,  and  almoft  all  the  arms  or  the  in- 
fantry. In  a  word,  the  victory  was  d-ecifive  •,  and 
not  above  eight  hundred  of  the  Englifh  were  killed 
upon  the  field  of  battle.  The  vanquilhcd  retreated 
in  great  confufion  to  Limerick,  where  they  rtlolv- 
ed  to  make  a  final  (land,  in  hope  of  receiving  iucli 
fuccoLirs  from  France  as  would  either  enable  them 
to  retrieve  their  affairs,  or  obtain  good  terms  from 
the  court  of  England.  There  Tyiconnel  died  of 
EC  3  a 
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A.C.  i65r.  a  broken  heart,  after  having  furvived  his  authority 
and  reputation,  and  incurred  the  contempt  of  the 
French,  as  well  as  the  hatred  of  the  Lifh,  whom 
he  had  advifed  to  fubmit  to  the  new  government, 
rather  than  totally  ruin  themfelves  and  their  fa- 
milies. 

undertakes        Immediately  after  the  battle,  detachments  were 

the  hege  or  •/  , 

Lui-cncx.  ient  to  reduce  Jrortumny,  bonnacnar,  and  Moor- 
caflle,  confiderable  paries  on  the  Shannon,  which 
\vei  e  accordingly  iecured.  Then  Ginckie  advanced 
to  Gnlway,  which  he  fummoned  to  furrender  -,  but 
he  received  a  defiance  from  lord  Dillon  and  gene- 
ral D'UfFone,  who  commanded  the  garrifon.  The 
trenches  were  immediately  opened  •,  a  fort  which 
commanded  the  approaches  to  the  town,  was  taken 
by  afiault  •,  fix  regiments  of  foot,  and  four  fqua- 
dions  of  horie,  palled  the  river  on  pontoons  ;  and 
the  place  being  wholly  inverted,  the  governor 
thought  proper  to  capitulate.  The  garrifon  march- 
ed out  with  honours  of  war,  and  was  allowed  fafe- 
conduct  to  Limerick.  Ginckie  directed  his  march 
to  the  fame  town,  which  was  the  only  poft  of  con- 
fequence  that  now  held  out  for  king  Jafnes.  With- 
in four  miles  of  the  place  he  halted,  until  the  heavy 
cannon  could  be  brought  from  Athlone.  Hearing 
that  Lutterel  had  been  feized  by  the  French  ge- 
neral D'Ufibne,  and  fentenced  to  be  mot  for  hav- 
'ing  propoied  to  furrender,  he  Tent  a  trumpet  to  tell 
the  commander,  that  if  any  perfon  mould  be  put 
to  death  for  fuch  a  propoial,  he  would  make  re- 
taliation on.  the  Iiiih  priibners.  On  the  twenty - 
fifth  day  of  Auguit,  the  enemy  were  driven  from 
all  their  advanced  polls  :  captain  Cole,  with  a 
iquadron  of  fhips,  failed  up  the  Shannon,  and  his 
frigates  anchored  in  fight  of  the  town.  On  the 
twcnty-fixth  day  of  the  month  the  batteries  were 
op(  ned,  and  a  line  of  contravallation  was  formed  : 
v.'hiie  the  .  Irjfh  army  lay  encamped  on  the  other 
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fide  of  the  river  on  the  road  to  Killalow,  and  the  A-c-  <69«- 
fords  were  guarded  with  four  regiments  of  their 
dragoons.  On  the  fifth  day  of  September,  after 
the  town  had  been  almoil  laid  in  ruins  by  the 
bombs,  and  large  breaches  made  in  the  wails  by 
the  bartering  cannon  •,  the  guns  were  dilmounted, 
the  out-forts  evacuated,  and  fuch  other  motions 
made  as  indicated  a  refolution  to  abandon  the  fiege. 
The  enemy  expreffcd  their  joy  in  loud  acclama- 
tions j  but  this  was  of  ihort  continuance.  In  the 
night  the  befiegers  began  to  throw  a  bridge  of 
pontoons  over  the  river,  about  a  mile  higher  up 
than  the  camp  -,  and  this  work  was  finifhed  before 
morning.  A  confiderable  body  of  horfe  and  foot 
had  pailed  when  the  alarm  was  given  to  the  enemy, 
who  were  feized  with  fuch  confirmation,  that  they 
threw  down  their  arms  and  betook  themielves  to 
flight,  leaving  behind  them  their  tents,  bagage, 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  ftandard.  The  bridge 
was  immediately  removed  nearer  the  town,  and 
fortified  ;  all  the  fords  and  paffes  were  fecured  ; 
and  the  batteries  continued  firing  incerYantly  till 
the  twenty-lecond  day  of  the  month,  when  Ginckle 
paffed  over  with  a  divifion  of  the  army,  and  four- 
teen pieces  of  cannon.  About  four  in  the  after- 
noon, the  grenadiers  attacked  the  forts  that  com- 
manded Thomond- bridge,  and  carried  them  fword 
in  hand,  after  an  obitinate  refiftance.  The  garrifon 
had  made  a  fally  from  the  town  to  fupport  them  ; 
and  this  detachment  was  driven  back  with  fuch 
precipitation,  that  the  French  officer  on  command 
in  that  quarter,  fearing  the  Englifh  would  enter 
pell-mell  with  the  fugitives,  ordered  the  bridge  to 
be  drawn  up,  leaving  his  own  men  to  the  ru-ry  of 
a  victorious  enemy.  Six  hundred  were  killed  •,  two 
hundred  taken  prilbners,  including  many  officers  -, 
and  a  great  number  was  drowned  in  the  Shannon. 
Ee  4  Then 
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A.  c  1691.  Then  the  Engliih  made  a  lodgment  within  ten 
The  French  paces  of  the  bridge-foot  •,  and  the  Irifh  feeing 
themfelvcs  furrounded  on  all  fides,  determined  to 
-  capitulate.  General  Sarsfteld  and  colonel  \Vahop 
figged  their  Refolution  to  Scravenmore  and 
Rouvigny  :  hoftages  were  exchanged  ;  a  negotia- 
tion was  immediately  begun,  and  hoftilities  cealed 
on  both  fides  of  the  river.  The  lords  -juftices  ar- 
rived in  the  camp  on  the  firft  day  of  October  ; 
and  on  the  fourth  the  capitulation  was  executed, 
extending  to  all  the  places  in  the  kingdom  that 
were  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  Irifh.  The  Roman 
catholics  v/ere  reilored  to  the  enjoyment  of  fuch 
liberty  in  the  exercife  of  religion  as  was  confiftent 
with  the  laws  of  Ireland,  and  conformable  with 
that  which  they  poffeffed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
All  perfons  whatever  were  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  theie'  laws,  and  reilored  to  the  pofTefTion  of 
their  eftates,  privileges,  and  immunities,  upon 
their  fubmitting  to  the  prefent  government,  and 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  their  maje  flies  king 
William  and  queen  Mary,  excepting,  however, 
certain  perfons  who  were  forfeited  or  exiled.  This 
article  even  extended  to  all  merchants  of  Limerick, 
or  any  other  garriibn  pofleffed  by  the  Irilh,  who 
happened  to  be  abroad,  and  had  not  bore  arms 
iince  the  declaration  in  the  firft  year  of  the  prefent 
rdgn,  provided  they  mould  return  within  the  term 
of  eight  months.  All  the  perfons  comprifed  in  this 
and  the  foregoing  article,  were  indulged  with  a 
general  pardon  of  all  attainders,  outlawries,  trea- 
fons,  mifprifions  of  treafon,  premunires,  felonies, 
trefpafles,  and  other  crimes  and  mifdemeanours 
whatsoever,  committed  iince  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Jami-s  II.  and  the  lord  -juftices  promiied  to 
life  their  b'eft  endeavours  towards  the  reverfal  of 
fuch  attainders  and  outlawries  as  had  pafled  againft 
3  an7 
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any  of  them  in  parliament.  In  order  to  allay  the  v  c.  169- 
violence  of  party,  and  extinguifh  private  animofi- 
tie$,  it  was  agreed,  that  no  pcrlon  mould  be  fu-jd 
or  impleaded  on  either  fide,  for  any  trdpais,  or 
made  accountable  for  the  rents,  tenements,  lands, 
or  houfes,  he  had  received  or  enjoyed  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war.  Every  nobleman  and  gentle- 
man comprifed  in  thefe  articles,  was  authorized 
to  keep  a  fword,  a  cafe  of  piftols,  and  a  gun  for 
his  defence  or  amulement.  The  inhabitants  of  Li- 
merick and  other  garrifons,  were  permitted  to  re- 
move their  goods  and  chattels,  without  frarch, 
vifi ration,  or  payment  of  duty.  The  lords -juftices, 
promiied  to  ufe  their  beft  endeavours,  that  all  per- 
fons  comprehended  in  this  capitulation,  fhould  for 
eight  months  be  protected  from  all  arrelts  and  exe- 
cutions for  debt  or  damage  :  they  undertook,  that 
their  majeflies  mould  ratify  thtie  articles  within 
the  fpace  of  eight  months  ;  and  ufe  their  endea- 
vours, that  they  might  be  ratified  and  confirmed 
in  parliament.  The  fubfequent  article  was  calcu- 
lated to  indemnify  colonel  John  Brown,  whofe 
eitate  and  effects  had  been  feized  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Irifh  army,  by  Tyrconnel  and  Sarsfield,  which  Lift 
had  been  created  lord  Lucan  by  king  James,  and 
was  now  mentioned  by  that  title.  All  p°rfons  were 
indulged  with  free  leave  to  remove  with  their  fa- 
milies and  effects  to  any  other  country,  except 
England  and  Scotland.  All  officers  and  foldiers  in 
the  fervice  of  king  James,  comprehending  even 
the  Rapparees,  willing  to  go  beyond  fea,  were  at 
liberty  to  march  in  bodies  to  the  places  of  embar- 
kation, to  be  conveyed  to  the  continent  with  the 
French  officers  and  troops.  They  we~e  furnifhed 
with  paflports,  convoys,  and  Carriages  by  land  and 
water-,  and  general  Ginckle  engaged  to  provide 
feventy  mips,  if  neceflary,  for  their  tranfportation,^ 
with  two  men  of  war  for  the  accommodation  of 

their 
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A.  c.  5691.  jjjgjj.  officers,  and  to  ferve  as  a  convoy  to  the  fleet. 
It  was  flipulated,  That  the  provifions  and  forage 
for  their  fubfiftence  mould  be  payed  for  on  their 
arrival  in  France  :  and,  That  hoftages  fhould  be 
given  for  this  indemnification,  as  well  as  for  the 
return  of  the  fhips  :  That  all  the  garrifons  fhould 
march  out  of  their  refpective  towns  and  fortreffes, 
with  the  honours  of  war  :  That  the  Irifh  mould 
have  liberty  to  tranfport  nine  hundred  horfes:  and, 
That  that  thole  who  fhould  choofe  to  ftay  behind, 
might  difpofe  of  themfelves  according  to  their  own 
fancy,  after  having  furrendered  their  arms  to  fuch 
commifiioners  as  the. general  mould  appoint :  That 
all  prifoners  of  war  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty  on  both 
fides  :  That  the  general  mould  provide  two  veflels 
to  carryover  two  different  perfons  to  France,  with 
intimation  of  this  treaty  :  and  that  none  of  thofe 
who  were  willing  to  quit  the  kingdom,  mould  be 
detained  en  account  of  debt,  or  any  other  pretence. 
This  is  the  Jubilance  of  the  famous  treaty  of  Lime- 
rick, which  the  Irifh  Roman  catholics  confider  as 
the  great  charter  of  their  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties. The  town  of  Limerick  was  furrendered  to 
Ginckle ;  but  both  fides  agreed,  that  the  two 
armies  mould  intrench  themfelves,  until  the  Irifh 
fhould  embark,  that  no  diforder  might  arife  from 
a  communication. 

Tv.f,,e  The   proteflant   fubjects  of  Ireland   were   ex- 

i.v.uijnd     tremely  difgufled  at  theie  conceffions  made  in  far 
K-^re 'ran-  vour  °*  vanquimecl  rebels,  who  had  exercifed  fuch 
.U'crtH  to    a<5ts  of  cruelty  and  rapine.     They  complained,  that 
i-jrance.       they  themfelves,  who  had  differed  for  their  loyalty 
to  king  William,  were  neglected,  and  obliged  to 
lit  down  with  their  lofTes,  while  their  enemies,  who 
had  fhed  fo  much  blood  in  oppofing  his  govern- 
ment, were  indemnified  by  the  articles  of  the  ca- 
pitulation, and  even  favoured  with  particular  indul- 
gences.    They  were  clifmiiTed  with  the  honours  o/ 

war  j 
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war;  they  were  tranfported  at  the  government's  A-c- 169«. 
expence,  to  fight  againft  the  Englifh  in  foreign 
countries  :  an  honourable  provifion  was  made  for 
the  Rapparees,  who  were  profeiTed  banditti  ;  the 
Roman  catholic  intereit  in  Ireland  obtained  the 
fanc~r.ion  of  regal  authority  •,  attainders  were  over- 
looked, forfeitures  annulled,  pardons  extended, 
an.d  laws  fet  afide,  in  order  to  effect  a  pacification.  / ' 

Ginckle  had  received  orders  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war  at  any  rate,  that  William  might  convert  his 
whole  influence  and  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the 
continent.  When  the  articles  of  capitulation  were 
ratified,  and  lioflages  exchanged  lor  their  being 
duly  executed,  about  two  thouland  Irim  foot  and 
three  hundred  horie,  began  their  march  for  Cork, 
where  they  propofed  to  take  ihipping  for  France, 
under  the  conduct  of  Sarsfield  ;  but,  three  regi- 
ments refufmg  to  quit  the  kingdom,  delivered  up 
their  arms,  and  diiperfed  to  their  former  habita- 
tions. Thofe  who  remained  at  Limerick  embarked 
on  the  (bvcnth  day  of  November,  in  French  tranf- 
ports  ;  and  failed  immediately  to  France,  under 
convoy  of  a  French  fquadron  which  had  arrived  in 
die  bay  of  Dingle  immediately  atter  the  capitula- 
tion was  figned.  Twelve  thoufand  men  chole  to 
undergo  exile  from  their  native  country,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  the  government  of  king  William.  When 
they  arrived  in  France,  they  were  welcomed  by  a 
letter  from  James,  who  thanked  them  for  their 
loyalty  ;  told  them  they  fhould  ftill  ferve  under  his 
commifiion  and  command  ;  and  that  the  king  of 
France  had  already  given  orders  for  their  being 
new  cloathed,  and  put  into  quarters  of  refrelh- 
m~nt. 

The  reduction  cf  Ireland  being  thus  completed,  Meeting  ef 
baron  Ginckle  returned  to  England,  where  he  was  the  Erg''* 

r  .  iiit          11          ,-        r  -  r        i  •     Failumcnt. 

ioJemnly  thanked  by  the  houie  or  commons  for  his 
great  kivices,  after  he  had  been  created  earl  of 
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A.C.  :*3».  Athlone  by  his  majefty.  When  the  paitament 
met  on  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  O&ober,  the  I 
In  his  fpeech  infifted  upon  the  necefficy  of  fending 
a  ftrong  fleet  to  lea,  early  in  the  feafon,  asd  of 
maintaining  a  considerable  army  to  annoy  the  ene- 
my abroad,  as  well  2s  to  protect  the  kingdom  from 
ifiiult  and  invafiofi  ;  for  which  purpofcs,  he  £rd, 
fixty-five  thoufar.d  men  would  be  barely  fufEcieht. 
Each  houfe  prefented  an  addrefs  of  congratulation 
upon  his  majefty's  fafe  return  to  England,  and  the 
reduction  of  Ireland:  they  proraifed  to  afliil  him 
to  the  utmoft  of  th*ir  power,  in  profecuting  the 
war  with  France;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  drew  up 
addrefies  to  the  queen,  acknowledging  her  prudent 
adnrinifbafion  during  his  majefty's  abfence.  > 
withftanding;  this  appearance  of  cordiality  and 
compliance,  a  fpirit  of  dHcontent  had  infinuated 
idelf  into  both  houfcs  of  pariiament,  and  even  in- 
fecled  great  part  of  the  nation. 

D^«r«=i:       A  great  number  of  individuals  who  wifhed  well 

*^;  **"  to  their  country,  could  not,  without  anxiety  and 
refennnent,  behold  the  intereft  of  the  nation  fa- 
crificed  to  foreign  connections,  and  the  king's  fa- 
vour fo  partially  beftowed  upon  Dutchmen,  in 
prejudice  of  his  Englifh  fubjeds.  They  obferved, 
that  the  number  of  forces  he  demanded  was  confi- 
derably  greater  than  that  of  any  army  which  had 
ever  been  payed  by  the  public,  even  when  the  na- 
tion was  in  the  moft  imminent  danger:  that,  in- 
fterd  of  contributing  as  allies  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  war  upon  the  continent,  they  had  embarked 
as  principals,  and  bore  the  grrateft  part  of  the  bur- 
den, though  thty  had  the  leaft  fiiarc  of  the  profit. 
They  even  infinuated,  that  fuch  a  ftanding  army 
.  W2s-!i!ore  calculated  to  make  the  king  abfblute  at 
hojne,  than  to  render  him  formidable  abroad  -,  asd 
the^  (ecrst  friends  of  the  late  king  did  not  fail  to 
erjbrce  *^ele  infimiations.  They  renewed  their 

animad- 
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tinimadverfions  upon  the  difagreeabie  part  of  his  A  5 
character  i  they  d\Velt  upon  his  proud  referve,  his 
fullen  iilence,  his  imperious  difpofition,  and  his 
bafe  ingratitude,  particularly  to  the  earl  of  Marl- 
borough,  wh:  .  difmifled  from  all  his  em- 
ployments, immediately  after  the  (ignal  exploits  he 
had  performed  in  Ireland.  The  dilgrace  of  this 
nobleman  was  partly  afcribed  to  the  freedom  with 
v.hich  he  had  complained  of  the  king's  undervalu- 
ing his  fervices,  and  partly  to  the  intrigues  of  his- 
wife,  who  had  gained  an  afcendency  over  the 
princefs  Anne  of  Denmark,  and  is  faid  to  have 
employed  her  influence  in  fomenting  a  jealoufly  be- 
tween the  two  fillers.  The  malcontents  of  the 
whiggilh  faction,  enraged  to  find  their  credit  de- 
clining at  court,  joined  in  the  cry  which  the  Jaco- 
bites had  railed  againfl  the  government.  They 
fcrupled  not  to  fay,  that  the  arts  of  corruptioa 
were  mamefully  practifed,  to  fecure  a  majority  in 
parliament :  that  the  king  was  as  tender  of  the 
prerogative  as  any  of  his  predecefibrs  had  ever 
been :  and,  that  he  even  ventured  to  admit  Jaco- 
bites into  his  council,  becaufe  they  were  the  known 
tools  of  arbitrary  power.  Thefe  reflections  alluded 
to  the  earls  of  Rochefter  and  Ranelagh,  who,  with 
Sir  Ed\vard  Seymour,  had  been  lately  created 
privy-couniellors.  Rochefter  entertained  vecy  high 
notions  of  regal  authority  ;  he  propofed  ieverity  as 
one  of  the  bell  fupports  of  government  *  was  clear 
in  underllanding,  violent  in  his  temper,  and  incor- 
rupt in  his  principles.  Ranelagh  was  a  man  of 
parts,  and  pleafure,  who  poflefled  the  mod  plaufible 
and  winning  addrels  ;  and  was  capable  of  tranlaft- 
ing  the  moft  important  and  intricate  affairs,  in 
the  midfl  of  riot  and  excefs.  He  had  managed 
the  revenue  of  Ireland  in  the  reign  or*  Charles  II. 
enjoyed  the  office  of  pay-mafter  in  the  army  of 

king 
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A.C.  1691.  king  James  •,  and  maintained  the  fame  footing  un- 
der the  government  of  William  and  Mary.  Sir 
Edward  Seymour  was  the  proudeft  commoner  in 
England,  and  the  boldeft  orator  that  ever  filled 
the  fpeaker's  chair.  He  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe,  and  knew  every  in- 
dividual member  fo  exactly,  that  with  one  glance 
of  his  eye  he  could  prognofticate  the  fate  of  every 
motion.  He  had  oppofed  the  court  with  great 
acrimony,  queftioned  the  king's  title,  cenfur'ed  his 
conduct,  and  reflected  upon  his  charafter.  Never- 
thelefs,  he  now  became  a'pofelyte,  and  was  brought 
into  the  treafury. 

Tranfac-  The  commons  voted  three  millions,  four  hun- 
JHnnt  par"  dred  and  eleven  thoufand,  fix  hundred  and  fcventy- 
five  pounds  for  the  ufe  of  the  entiling  year  ;  but 
the  eftablifhment  of  funds  for  railing  thele  fupplies 
was  retarded,  partly  by  the  ill  humour  of  the  op- 
pofitiony  and  partly  by  intervening  affairs  that  di- 
verted the  attention  of  the  commons.  Several  emi- 
nent merchants  prefented  a  petition  to  the  houfe 
againft  the  Eaft-India  company,  charging  them' 
with  manifold  abufes  ;  at  the  fame  time,  a  counter- 
petition  was  delivered  by  the  company,  and  the 
affair  referred  to  the  examination  of  a  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpofe.  After  a  minute  en- 
quiry into  the  nature  of  the  complaints,  the  com- 
mons voted  certain  regulations  with  refpect  to  the 
ftock  and  the  traffic  -,  and  refolved  to  petition  his 
majefty,  thit,  according  to  the  faid  regulations, 
the  Eaft-India  company  mould  be  incorporated  by 
charter.  The  committee  was  ordered  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  this  eftablifhment ;_  but  divers  petitions 
being  prefented  againft  it,  and  the  company*s  an- 
fwers  proving  uniatisfactory,  the  houfe  addrefled 
the  king  to  diiTolve  it,  and  grant  a  charter  to  a  new 
company.  He  faid  it  was  an  affair  of  great  impor- 
A  tance 
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tance  to  the  trade  of  the  kingdom;  therefore  he  A-  c- 169«. 
would  confider  the  fubject,  and  in  a  little  time  re- 
turn a  pofitive  anfwer.  The  parliament  was  like- 
wife  amufed  by  a  pretended  conipiracy  of  the  pa- 
pifts  in  Lancafhire,  to  raifc  a  rebellion,  and  reftore 
James  to  the  throne.  Several  perfons  were  feized, 
and  fome  witneflfes  examined  •,  but  nothing  ap- 
peared to  juftify  the  information.  At  length,  one 
Fuller,  a  prifoner  in  the  King's -bench,  offered  his 
evidence,  and  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  where  he  produced  fome  papers.  He 
obtained  a  blank  pafs  from  the  king  for  two  per- 
fons, who,  he  faid,  would  come  from  the  continent 
to  give  evidence.  He  was  afterwards  examined  at 
his  own  lodgings,  where  he  affirmed,  that  colonel 
Thomas  Delaval,  and  James  Hayes,  were  the  wit- 
nefles  for  whom  he  had  procured  the  pafs  and  the 
protection.  Search  was  made  for  them  according 
to  his  direction  ;  but  no  fuch  perlbns  were  found. 
Then  the  houfe  declared  Fuller  a  notorious  impof- 
tor,  cheat,  and  falie  accufer.  He  was,  at  the  re  - 
queft  of  the  commons,  profecuted  by  the  attorney- 
general,  and  fc-ntenced  to  ftand  in  the  pillory  ;  a 
difgrace  which  he  accordingly  underwent. 

A  bill  for  regulating  trials  in  cafes  of  high  treafon  D;fpute< 
having  been  laid  afide  by  the  lords  in  the  preceding  th""^"^ 
feflion,  was  now  again  brought  upon  the  carpet,  relating 
and  paffed  the  lower  houfe.     The  defign  of  thi$cafci*o" 
bill  was,  to  fecure  the  fubject  from  the  rigours  to'1"1011- 
which  he  had  been  expofed  in  the  lats  reigns.     It 
provided,  That  the   prifoner  mould  be  furnifhed 
with  a  copy  of  his  indictment,  as  alfoof  the  pan- 
nel,  ten  days  before  his  trial :    and,  That  his  wit- 
neifes  mould  be  examined  upon  oath,    as  well  as 
thofeofthe  crown.     The  lords,  in  their  own  be- 
half added  aclaufe,  enacting,  That  upon  the  trial 
of  any  peer  or  peerels,  for  treafon  or  mifprifion 

of 
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A.C.  j65T  of  trcafon,  all  the  peers  who  have  a  right  to  fit  and 
vote  in  parliament,  ftioukl  be  duly  lummoned  to 
aflift  at  the  trial :  That  this  notice  ihonld  be  given 
twenty  days  before  the  trial :  and,  That  every  peer 
fo  fum.noned,  and  appearing,  fliould  vote  upon 
the  occafion.  The  commons  rejected  this  amend- 
ment :  and  a  free  conference  enfued.  The  point 
was  argued  with  great  vivacity  on  both  fides,  which 
ferve  i  only  t  j  i  ulime  tlie  difpute,  and  render  each 
p!  .y  th^  m  >re  tenacious  of  their  own  opinion. 
Bitter  three  conferences  that  produced  nothing  but 
ani.nofiry,  th±  bill  was  dropped;  for,  the  com- 
mjiiS  r-lblv^d  to  bear  the  hardships  of  which  they 
complained,  rather  than  be  relieved  at  the  expence 
of  purchafmg  a  new  privilege  to  the  lords  -,  and 
without  this  advantage  the  peers  would  not  con- 
tribute to  their  relief. 

The  next  object  that  engrofled  the  attention  of 
the  lower  houic,  WAS  the  mifcarriage  of  the  fleet 
during  the  fummer's  expedition.  Admiral  Kuffel, 
who  commanded  at  lea,  having  been  joined  by  a 
Dutch  fquadron,  failed  in  qutit  of  the  enemy  ; 
but,  as  the  French  king  had  received  undoubted 
intelligence,  that  the  combined  fquadrons  were 
fuperior  to  his  navy  in. number  of  fhips  and  weight 
of  metal,  he  ordered  Tourville  to  avoid  an  engage- 
ment. This  orficer  acted  with  fucii  vigilance,  cau- 
tion, and  dexterity,  as  baffled  all  the;  endeavours 
of  Rufiel,  who  was  moreover  perplexed  with  ob- 
•fcure  and  contradictory  orders.  Ntve'  theiefs,  he 
cruiied  all  fammer  eithrr  in  the  channel  or  in 
foundings,  for  the  protection  of  the  trad,%  and  in 
particular  fecured  the  i^omewar.i-bounl  Smyrna 
fleet,  in  which  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  had  a  joint 
concern,  amounting  to  t.  .ur  millio;is  fterling.  Hav- 
ing icoured  the  channel,  and  run  along  great  part 
of  the  French  coaft,  he  returned  to  Torbay  in  the 
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beginning  of  Augufi,  and  received  frem"  orders  tq 
put  out  to  Tea  again,  notvvithftanding  his  repeated 
remonfti  ances  againft  expofing  large  fhips  to  the 
ftorms   that  always   blow  about  the  time  of  the 
equinox.     He  therefore  failed  back  to  foundings, 
where  he  continued  cniifing  till  the  fecond  day  of 
September,  when   he  was  overtaken  by  a  violent 
tempeft,  which  drove  him  into  the  channel,  and 
obliged  him  to  make  for  the  port  of  Plynlouth. 
The  weather  being  hazy,  he  reached   the  found 
with   great  difficulty  ;  the  Coronation,  a  fecond- 
rate,  foundered  at  anchor  off  the  Ram-Head  ;  the 
Harwich,  a  third-rate,  bulged  upon  the  rocks,  and 
perimed  ;  two  others  ran  amore,  but  were  got  off 
with  little  damage  ;  the  whole  fleet  was  fcattered 
and  diftrefled.     The  nation  murmured  at  the  fup- 
pofed  mifconducl:  of  the   admiral,  and   the  com- 
mons fubje&ed  him  to  an  inquiry  :   but,  when  they, 
examined  his  papers,  orders,  and  inftructions,  they 
perceived  he  had  adhered  to  them  with  great  punc- 
tuality, and  thought  proper  to  drop  the   profecu- 
tion,  out  of  tendernds  to  the  miniftry.     Then  the 
houfe  took  into  confideration  fome  letters  which 
had  been  intercepted  in  a  French  fhip  taken  by  Sir 
Ralph  Delaval.     Three  of  thefe  are  faid  to  have 
been  written  by  king  James,  and  the  reft  fealed 
with  his  feal.     They  related  to  the  plan  of  an  infur- 
redlion    in   Scotland   and  in  the  northern  parts  of 
England  ;    and  Legg  lord  Dartmouth,  with  one 
Crew,  being  mentioned  in  them  as  agents  and  abet- 
tors in  the  defign.,  warrants  were  immediately  ifTueci 
againft  them.     Crew  abfconded,    but  lord  Dart- 
mouth was  committed  to  the  Tower.  Lord  Prefton 
was  examined  touching  fome  cyphers  which  they 
could  not  explain,  and  pretending  ignorance,  was 
imprifoned   in  Newgate,  from  whence,   however, 
he  foon  obtained  his   releafe.     The  funds  for  the 
fupplies  of  the  enfuing  year  being  eftabiimcd,  and 
NUMB.LXXX.  Ff  ieveral 


434  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  o  r  E  N  G  L  A  N  D. 

A.C.  1691  feveral  acts  *  patted  relating  to  domeftic  regula- 
tions, the  king,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, doled  the  iclfion  with  a  fhort  fpecch, 
thanking  the  parliament  for  their  demonftrations 
of  affection  in  the  liberal  fupplies  they  had  grant- 
ed, and  communicating  his  intention  of  repairing 
fpeedily  to  the  continent.  Then  the  two  houfes, 
at  his  defire,  adjourned  themfelves  to  the  twelfth 
day  of  April,  and  the  parliament  was  afterwards 
prorogued  to  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  May,  by  pro- 
clamation -j-. 

difobi^ef  The  king  had  fuffered  fo  much  in  his  reputation 
th«preft>y-  by  his  compluiiance  to  the  prefbyterians  in  Scqt- 
SwtTaldf  land'  and  was  io  difpleafed  with  the  condud  of  that 
flubborn  feel;  of  religionifls,  that  he  thought  pro- 
per to  admit  Ibme  prelatifts  into  the  adminiftration. 
Johnfon,  who  had  been  fent  envoy  to  the  elector 
of  Brandenburgh,  was  recalled,  and,  with  the 
matter  of  Stair,  made  joint  fecretary  of  Scotland  ; 
Melvill,  who  had  declined  in  his  importance,  was 
made  lord  privy-feal  of  that  kingdom  •,  Tweedale 
was  constituted  lord  chancellor  j  Crawfurd  retained 
the  office  of  prefident  in  the  council ;  and  Lothian 

*  The  laws  enacted  in  this  leflion  at  the  bar  of  the  hcufe  of  commons, 
were  thefe  :  an  aft  for  abrogating  the  for  having  reflected  upon  that  houfe  in 
oath  of  fupremacy  in  Ireland,  and  ap-  a  weekly  paper  intitled  Mercurius  Re- 
pointing  other  oaths  ;  an  aft  for  ta-  formatus  ;  but,  as  it  was  written  in 
king  away  clergy  from  feme  offenders,  defence  of  the  government,  the  king 
and  bringing  other  s  to  punifhment;  an  appointed  him  one  of  his  phyficians  in 
aft  againft  deer-fteal-ng;  an  aft  for  ordinary.  At  this  period  Charles  Mon- 
repa:ring  the  highways,  and  fettling  tague,  afterwards  earl  of  Halifax,  dif- 
the  rates  of  carnage  of  goods ;  an  aft  tinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  houfe  of 
for  the  relief  of  creditor  againft  frau-  commrns  by  his  fine  talents  and  elq- 
oiilent  devifes  j  an  aft  for  explaining  cutkn.  The  ;  rivy-feal  was  committed 
and  fupplying  the  defefts  of  former  to"  the  earl  of  Pembroke  :  lord  Vi?- 
laws  for  the  iettJtmentof  the  poor  ;  count  Sidney  was  created  lord  lieute. 
-  an  aft  for  the  encouragement  of  the  nant  of  Ireland  ;  Sir  John  Sommers 
breeding  and  feeding  of  cattle  ;  and  an  appointed  attorney-geneial ;  and  th« 
aft  for  afcertainingthetytb.es  of  hemp  fee  of  Lincoln,  vaont  by  the  death 
and  flax.  °f  Parlow,  conferred  upon  Dr  Tho- 
f  In  the  courfe  of  this  ffflion  D;-.  mas  Tenirfon,  who  had  been  recom- 
Wellwoo^,  a  Sco'ti/h  phy/ic'an,  was  mended  to  the  king,  a  a  divine  re- 
taken into  cuflody,  and  reprimacded  markable  for  his  piety  andmooe:ation. 

was 
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was  appointed  high  ccmmiflioaer  to  the  general  A-c>  |6*X' 
aflembly.  The  parliament  was  adjourned  to  the 
fifteenth  day  of  April,  becaufe  it  was  not  yet  com- 
pliant enough  to  be  afTembled  with  fafety  ;  and  the 
epifcopal  clergy  were  admitted  to  a  lhare  or"  the 
church-government.  Thefe  meafures,  inftead  of 
healing  the  divifions,  ferved  only  to  inflame  the 
animolity  of  the  two  parties.  The  epifcopal i an s 
triumphed  in  the  king's  favour,  and  began  to  treat 
their  antagonifts  with  iniblence  and  fcorn  i  the  pref- 
byterians  were  incenfed  to  fee  their  friends  dif- 
graced,  and  their  enemies  diftinguifhed  by  the 
royal  indulgence.  They  infilled  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  the  law,  which  happened  to  be  upon  their 
fide  :  they  became  more  than  ever  four,  furly,  and 
implacable  •,  they  refufed  to  concur  with  the  pre- 
latifts,  or  abate  in  the  lead  circumftance  of  dilcip- 
line  i  and  the  afTembly  was  diffolved,  without,  any 
time  or  place  afligned^for  the  next  meeting.  The 
prefbyterians  pretended  an  independent  right  of 
ailembling  annually,  even  without  a  call  from  his 
majefty;  they  therefore  adjourned  themfelves,  after 
having  proteited  againft  the  diiTolution.  The  king 
refented  this  meafure  as  an  infolent  invafion  of  the 
prerogative,  and  conceived  an  averfion  to  the-  whole 
feel:,  who  in  their  turn  began  to  look  all  refpcdt 
for  his  perfon  and  government. 

As  the  Highlanders  were  not  yet  totally  reduced,  T^e  Mflof 

,-  S\       .   ,     ,,    .  ,      .  ,  Braidalbm 

the  earl  or  Braidalbm  undertook  to  bring  them  undc-rtakn 
over,  by  diftributincr  fums  of  money  amon?  their  for/lhe fu^- 

....•',.,.  r       j  I  -i  wiiTion  of 

chiefs-,  and  fifteen  thouland  pounds  were  remitted  the  High, 
from  England  for  this  purpoie.     The  clans  being  lan<iei»» 
informed  of  this   remittance,    fufpected  that  the 
earl's  defign  was    to   appropriate   to  himlt-lf 
bed  part  of  the  money,  and  when  he  began  to 
treat  with  them  made  iuch  extravagant  demands', 
that  he  found  his   fcheme  impracticable.     He  was 
therefore  obliged    to  refund  ihe  furn  he  had  re- 
F  f  2  ceived  j 
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A.  c.  1691  ceived  •,  and  he  reiblved  to  wreak  his  vengeance 
with  the  firft  opportunity  on  thole  who  had  fruftrat- 
ed  his  ir.rention.  He  who  chiefly  thwarted  his  ne- 
gotiation was  Macdonald  of  Glcncoe  i  and  his  op- 
pofition  arofe.from  a  private  circumftancej  which 
Ought  to  have  had  no  effect  upon  a  treaty  that  re- 
garded the  public  weal.  Macdonald  had  plundered 
the  lands  of  Braidalbin  during  the  courfe  of  hoflili- 
ues  •,  and  this  nobleman  iniifted  upon  being  indem- 
nified for  his  loiTcs  from  the  other's  fhare  of  the 
money  which  he  was  employed  to  diilribute.  The 
Highlander  not  only  refufed  to  acquiefce  in  theie 
terms,  but,  by  his  influence  among  the  clans,  de- 
feated the  whole  fcheme,  and  the  earl  in  revenge 
devoted  him  to  deftrudtion.  King  William  had  by 
proclamation  offered  an  indemnity  to  all  thofe  who 
had  been  in  arms  againfl  him,  provided  they 
would  fubmit  and  rake  the  oaths  by  a  certain  day  ; 
and  this  was  prolonged  to  the  end  of  the  prelent 
year,  with  a  denunciation  6f  military  execution 
againfl  thofe  who  mould  hold  out  after  the  end  of 
December.  Macdonald,  intimidated  by  this  de- 
claration, repaired  on  the  very  lad  day  of  the 
month  to  Fort  William,  and  delired  that  the  oaths 
might  be  tendered  to  him  by  colonel  Hill  governor 
of  that  fortrcfs.  As  this  officer  was  not  veiled 
with  the  power  of  a  civil  magiftrate,  he  refilled  to 
adminifler  them  •,  and  Macdonald  let  out  imme- 
diately for  Inverary,  the  county  town  of  Argyle. 
Though  the  ground  was  covered  with  fnow,  and 
the  weather  intenfely  cold,  he  travelled  with  fuch 
diligence,  that  the  term  prefcribed  by  the  procla- 
mation was  but  one  day  elapied  when  he  reached 
the  place,  and  addreffed  himfelf  to  Sir  Colin  Camp- 
bd!  Tneriff  of  the  county,  who,  in  confideration  of 
his  difappointment  at  Fort  William,  was  prevailed 
upon  to  adminifler  the  oaths  to  him  and  his  adhe- 
rents. Then  they  returned  to  their  own  habita- 
tions 
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tions  in   the  valley  of  Glencoe,  in  full  confidence  *-c- 1691' 
of  being  protected   by  the  government,   to  which 
they  had  io  lolemnly  fubmitted. 

Braida.bin  had  reprefented  Macdonald  at  court  ctlc^.  °f 
as  an  incorrigible  rebel,  and  a  ruffian  inured  to 
bloodihed  and  rapine,  who  would  never  be  obe- 
dient to  the  laws  or"  his  country,  nor  live  peacea- 
bly under  any  fovcreign.  He  oblerved  that  he 
had  payed  no  r  gard  to  the  prociama  ion  -,  and 
propolcd  that  the  government  fhould  iacrifice  him 
to  the  quiet  or  the  kingdom,  in  extirpating  him, 
with  his  family  and  dependents,  by  miikary  exe- 
cution. His  aavice  was  fupported  by  the  fug- 
geftions  of  the  other  Scottim  minifters  ;  and  the 
king,  whole  chief  virtue  was  not  humanity,  figned 
a  warrant  for  the  deiti'iiciion  of  thole  uniiapuy  peo- 
ple, tho'  it  does'.not  appear  that  he  knew  of  Mac- 
donald's  fubmifiion.  An  order  for  this  barbarous 
execution,  figned  and  counter- figned  by  his  ma- 
jeiiy's  own  hand,  being  tranfmit^ed  to  the  mafter 
of  Stair,  fecretary  for  Scotland,  he  lent  particular 
directions  to  Livingitone,  who  commanded  the 
troops  in  that  kingdom,  to  put  the  inhabitants  of 
Glencoe  to  the  fword,  charging  him  to  take  no  pri- 
foners,  that  the  fcene  might  be  more  terrible.  Jn 
the  month  of  February  captain  Campbell  of  Glen- 
lyon,  by  virtue  of  an  order  from  major  Duncan- 
fon,  marched  into  the  valley  of  Glencoe,  with  a 
company  of  foldiers  belonging  to  Argyie's  High- 
land regiment,  on  pretence  ot  levying  the  arrears 
of  the  land-tax  and  hearth-money.  When  Mac- 
donald demanded  whether  they  came  as  friends  or 
enemies,  he  anfwered  as  friends,  and  promiicd  up- 
on his  honour  that  neither  he  nor  his  people  fhould 
iuihin  the  leaft  injury.  In  coniequence  of  this 
declaration,  he  and  his  men  were  received  with  the 
mod  cordial  hospitality,  and  lived  fifteen  days  with 
the  men  of  the  vaMey,  in  ail  the  appearance  of  the 
molt  unreferv\d  friendihip.  At  length  the  fatal 
F  f  3 
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A.  c,  1691.  period  approached.  Macdonald  and  Campbell 
having  palled  the  day  together,  parted  about  feven 
in  the  evening,  with  mutual  profeflions  of  the 
v/armeft  affection.  The  younger  Macdonald,  per- 
ceiving the  guards  doubled,  began  to  fufpect  fome 
treachery,  and  communicated  his  fufpicion  to  his 
brother  j  but  neither  he  nor  the  father  would  har- 
bour the  leaft  doubt  of  Campbell's  fincerity  ;  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  two  young  men  went  forth  privately 
to  make  further  observations.  They  overheard  the 
common  foldiers  fay  they  liked  not  the  work-,  that 
though  they  would  have  willingly  fought  the  Mac- 
donalds  of  th~  Glen  fairly  in  the  field,  they  held  it 
bafe  to  murder  them  in  cool  blood  •,  but  that  their 
officers  were  anfwerable  for  the  treachery.  When 
the  youths  haded  back  to  apprifc  their  father  of  the 
impending  danger,  they  faw  the  houfe  already  fur- 
rounded  ;  they  heard  the  difcharge  of  mufkets,  the 
fhrieks  of  women  and  children,  and,  being  deftitute 
of  arms,  fecured  their  own  lives  by  immediate  flight. 
The  favage  minifters  of  vengeance  had  entered  the 
old  man's  chamber,  andfhot  him  through  the  head. 
He  fell  down  dead  in  the  arms  of  his  wife,  who  died 
next  day,  diftracted  by  the  horror  of  her  hufband's  fate. 
Thelairdof  Auchintnncken,Macdonald'sgueft,who 
had  three  months  before  this  reriod  fubmitted  to  the 
government,  and  at  this  very  time  had  a  protection  in 
his  pocket,  was  put  to  death  without  queftion  j  a  boy 
of  eight  years,  who  fell  at  Campbell's  feet,  im- 
ploring mercy,  and  offering  to  ferve  him  for  life, 
was  flabbed  to  the  heart  by  one  Drummond,  a  fub- 
altern  officer.  Eight  and  thirty  perlons  luffered 
in  this  manner,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  fur- 
prifed  in  their  beds,  and  hurried  into  eternity  be- 
fore they  had  time  to  implore  the  divine  mercy. 
The  deiign  was  to  butcher  all  the  males  under  fe- 
venty  that  lived  in  the  valley,  the  number  of  whom 
amounted  to  tv/o  hundred  :  but  feme  of  the  detach- 
ments did  not  arrive  foon  enough.to  kcure  the  pafies ; 

io 
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fo  that  one  hundred  and  fixty  efcaped.  .  Campbell  A-c- 169»- 
having  perpetrated  this  brutal  maffacre,  ordered  all 
the  houfes  to  be  burned,  made  a  prey  of  all  the  cat- 
tle and  effects  that  were  found  in  the  valley,  and 
left  the  helplefs  women  and  children,  whofe  fathers 
and  hufbands  he  had  murdered,  naked  and  forlorn, 
without  covering,  food,  or  flicker,  in  the  midft 
of  thefnow  that  covered  the  whole  lace  of  the  coun- 
try, at  the  diflance  of  fix  long  miles  from  any  in- 
habited place.  Diffracted  with  grief  and  horror, 
furrounded  with  the  fhades  of  night,  fhivering  with 
cold,  and  appalled  with  the  apprehenlion  of  imme- 
diate death  from  the  fwords  of  thofe  who  had  fa- 
crificed  their  friends  and  kinfmen,  they  could  not 
endure  fuch  a  complication  of  calamities,  but  gene- 
rally perilhed  in  the  wafte  before  they  could  receive 
the  lead  comfort  or  afiiftance.  This  barbarous 
mafiacre,  performed  under  the  fanction  of  king 
William's  authority,  though  it  anfwered  the  imme- 
diate purpofe  of  the  court,  by  flriking  terror  into 
the  hearts  of  the  Jacobite  Highlanders,  excited  the 
horror  of  all  thole  who  had  not  renounced  every 
fentiment  of  humanity,  and  produced  fuch  an 
averfion  to  the  government,  as  all  the  arts  of  a  mi- 
niftry  could  never  totally  iurmount.  A  detail  of 
the  particulars  was  publilhed  at  Paris,  with  many 
exaggerations ;  and  the  Jacobites  did  not  fail  to 
expatiate  upon  every  circumftance,  in  domeftic 
libels  and  private  converfation.  The  king,  alarm- 
ed at  the  outcry  which  was  raifed  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  ordered  an  inquiry  to  be  let  on  foot,  and 
difmified  the  matter  of  Stair  from  his  employment 
of  fecretary  •,  he  likewife  pretended  that  he  had  Burn?t. 
fubfcribed  the  order  amidft  a  heap  of  other  papers,  j^ct 
without  knowing  the  purport  of  it  •,  but,  as  ne  did  L..feof  kit 
not  feverely  punilli  thole  who  had  made  his  autho-  JJ™.1'^ 
rity  fubfervient  to  their  own  cruel  revenge,  the  im-  R»I  .h. 
putation  (luck  fall  to  his  character;  and  the  High-  Voltli* 
F  f  4  landers, 
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A-c-'69*-. landers,  though  terrified   into  filence  and  fubmif- 

fion,  were  .infpired  with  the   mofl   implacable  re^ 

fentment  againft  his  perfon  and  adminiftration. 

Prepare-          A  great  number  in  both  kingdoms  waited  im- 

tiont  for  a    patientiy  for  an  opportunity  to  declare  in  behalf  of 

de'centupon  «...?,    j  *  n_       11     •     r 

England.  '  their  exiled  monarch,  who  was  punctually  informed 
of  all  theie  tranfactions,  and  endeavoured  to  make 
his  advantage  of  the  growing  difcontent.  King 
William  having  fettled  the  domeftic  affairs  of  the 
nation,  and  exerted  uncommon  care  and  afliduity 
in  equipping  a  formidable  fleet,  embarked  for  Hol- 
land on  the  fifth  day  of  March,  and  was  received 
by  the  ftates-  general  with  expreflions  of  the  molt 
cordial  regard.  While  he  was  employed  in  pro- 
moting the  meafures  of  the  grand  confederacy,  the 
French  king  refolved  to  invade  England  in  his 
abfence,  and  feemed  heartily  engaged  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  James,  whofe  emiflaries  in  Britain  began 
to  beftir  themfelves  with  uncommon  afliduity,  in 
preparing  the  nation  for  his  return.  One  Lant, 
who  was  impriloned  on  fulpicion  of  diftributing  his 
commifiions,  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  releafed^ 
and  the  papifts  of  Lancafhire  difpatched  him  to 
the  court  of  St.  Germains,  with  an  afiurance  that 
they  were  in  a  condition  to  receive  their  old  fove- 
reign.  He  returned  with  advice  that  king  James 
would  cenainly  land  in  the  fpring  •,  and  that  colonel 
Parker  and  other  officers  mould  be  fent  over  with 
full  inftrucYions,  touching  their  conduft  at  and  be- 
fore the  king's  arrival.  Parker  accordingly  repair- 
ed to  England,  and  made  the  Jacobites  acquainted 
with  the  whole  fcheme  of  a  defcent,  which  Lewis 
had  actually  concerted  with  the  late  king.  He 
afFured  them,  that  their  lawful  fovereign  would 
once  more  vilit  his  Britifh  dominions,  at  the  head 
of  thirty  thoufand  effeflive  men,  to  be  embarked 
at  La  Hogue ;  that  the  tranfports  were  already 
prepared,  and  a  ftrong  fquadron  equipped  for  their 

convoy  j 
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convoy  •,  he  therefore  exhorted  them  to  be  fpeedy  A  c.  169*. 
and  fccret  in  their  preparations,  that  they  might 
be  in  readinefs  to  take  arms  and  co-operate  in  ef- 
fecting his  reftoration.  This  officer,  and  one 
Johnfon,  a  prieft,  are  faid  to  have  undertaken  the 
aflaflinatkm  of  king  William ;  but,  before  they 
could  execute  their  defign,  he  fet  fail  for  Holland 

Mean  while,  James  addrcfied  a  letter  to  feveral  Declaration 
lords,  who    had  been    formerly  members   of  his 
council,  as  well  as  to  divers  ladies  of  quality  and 
diftinction,  intimating  the  pregnancy  of  his  queen, 
and  requiring  them  to  attend  as  witnefles  at  the 
labour.     He  took  notice  of  the  injury  his  family 
and  honour  had  fuftained,  from   the  cruel  afper- 
fions  of  his  enemies  concerning   the  birth  of  his 
fon  -,  and   as  providence   had  now  favoured  him 
with   an   opportunity  of  refuting  the  calumny  of 
thole  who  affirmed  that  the  queen  was  incapable 
of  child-bearing,  he  aflured  them,  in  the  name  of 
his  brother  the  French  king,  as  well  as  upon  his 
own  royal  word,  that  they  mould  have  free  leave 
to  vifit  his  court,  and  return  after  the  labour  -f. 
This  invitation,  however,  no  perfon  would  venture 
to  accept.     He  afterwards  employed  his  emiflaries 
in  circulating  a  printed  declaration,  importing  that 
the    king   of  France  had  enabled    him  to  make 
another  effort  to  retrieve  his  crown  ;  and  that   al- 
though he  was  furnimed  with  a  number  of  troops 
fnfficient  to  untie  the  hands  of  his  iubjech,  he  did 
not  intend  to  deprive  them  of  their   mare  in  the 
glory  of  reftoring   their   lawful  king   and   their 

•f-  The  letter  was  directed  not  or,ly  fi-eakrr  of  the  houfc  of  comrrri'.  Sir 

to   privy -cour.fellors,   hut   alfb  to  the  Edward  v.cymour,S  rChril'opht-r  Mur- 

dutchefTes  of  Somrrfet  and  Beaufort,  g-avc,  the  w.vcs  ot  Sir     horn  s  Stam- 

the  marchmnefs  of  H^lli MX,  ihe  c  un  ford  ionirimoror  L  ndcn,Sir  WilHans 

tillcs  of  De  hv,   Mulf.ave,  (tutl-nd,  .Afhurft  and  S  r  Richard  Levett   the 

Brooks,    Nott:ng.rnm,    Lu-.rley,    and  fr.e   ffs  :  and  !aiH> ,  t.-  Pr  Chirr/rerUn, 

Danhy,   the    la  :es  Fit7h:»rriing   and  the  famous  praduioner  in  mid-*-  lerj . 
Fietchville,  thofc  of  Sir  Joha  Tievcr 

ancient 
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\c.  .e^a .ancient  government.  He  exhorted  the  people  to 
join  his  ftandard.  He  afiured  them  that  the 
foreign  auxiliaries  mould  behave  with  the  molt 
regular  difcipline,  and  be  fent  back  immediately 
after  his  re-ellablifhment.  He  obferved,  that  when 
fuch  a  number  of  his  fubjecls  were  fo  infatuated,  as 
to  concur  with  the  unnatural  defign  of  the  prince 
of  Orange,  he  had  chofe  to  rely  upon  the  fidelity 
of  his  Englifh  army,  and  refufed  confiderable  fuc- 
cours  that  were  offered  to  him  by  his  moft  chriftian 
majefty  -t  that  when  he  was  ready  to  oppofe  force 
with  force,  he  neverthelefs  offered  to  give  all  rea- 
fonable  fatisfaclion  to  his  fubjects  who  had  been 
milled,  and  endeavoured  to  open  their  eyes  with 
refpect  to  the  vain  pretences  of  his  adverfary, 
\vhofe  aj  n  was  not  the  reformation  but  the  fubver- 
fion  of  the  government :  that  when  he  faw  himfelf 
deferted  by  his  army,  betrayed  by  his  minifters, 
abandoned  by  his  favourites,  and  even  his  own 
children,  and  at  laft  rudely  driven  from  his  own 
palace  by  a  guard  of  iniblent  foreigners  •,  he  had, 
for  his  peribnal  fafety,  taken  refuge  in  France : 
that  his  retreat  from  the  malice  and  cruel  defigns 
of  the  ufurper  had  been  conftrued  into  an  abdica- 
tion, and  the  whole  conftitution  of  the  monarchy 
deftroyed  by  a  fet  of  men  illegally  afiembled,  who, 
in  fact,  had  no  power  to  alter  the  property  of  the 
meaneft  fubject.  He  exprefied  his  hope  that  by 
this  time  the  nation  had  fairly  examined  the  ac- 
count, and  from  the  lories  and  enormous  expence 
of  the  three  laft  years,  were  convinced  that  the 
remedy  was  worfe  than  the  difeafe ;  that  the  begin- 
ning, like  the  firft  years  of  Nero's  reign,  would, 
in  all  probability,  be  found  the  mildeft  part  of  the 
ufurpation,  and  the  inftruments  of  the  new  efta- 
blifhment  live  to  fufFer  feverely  by  the  tyranny  they 
had  railed-,  that  even,  though  the  ufurpation 
fhould  continue  during  his  life,  an  indifpu table 

title 
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title  would  furviv.e  in  his  ifTus,  and  expofe  the  A«c-  'V* 
kingdom  to  all  the  miieries  of  a  civil  war.  He 
not  only  follicited  but  commanded  his  good  fub- 
jecls  to  join  him,  according  to  their  duty  and  the 
oaths  they  had  taken.  He  forbade  them  to  pay 
taxes  or  any  part  of  the  revenue  to  the  nfurper. 
He  promifed  pardon  and  even  rewards  to  all  thofe 
who  mould  return  to  their  duty,  and  to  procure 
in  his  firR  parliament  an  act  of  indemnity,  wiih  an 
exception  of  certain  perfons  f  whom  he  now  enu- 
merated. He  declared,  that  ail  fokliers  who 
fhould  quit  the  lervice  of  the  ufurper,  and  enlift 
under  his  banners,  might  depend  upon  receiving 
tiieir  pardon  and  arrears  ;  and  that  the  foreign 
troops  upon  laying  down  their  arms,  fhould  be 
payed  and  tranlportcd  to  their  refpecYive  countries. 
He  folemnly  protefted  that  he  would  prottd:  and 
maintain  the  church  of  England  as  by  law  eftablilh- 
ed,  in  all  her  rights,  privileges,  and  pofTefiions  : 
he  fignified  his  relblution  to  ufe  his  influence  with 
the  parliament  for  allowing  liberty  of  confcience  to 
all  his  lubjects,  as  an  indulgence  agreeable  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  chriitian  religion,  and  conducive  to 
the  \vvr.lth  and  profperity  of  the  ration.  He  laid 
his  principal  care  mould  be  to  heal  the  wounds  of 
the  late  diffractions  ;  to  reftore  trade,  by  obferving 
the  a6l  of  navigation,  which  had  lately  been  lo 
much  violated  in  favour  of  ftrangers  j  to  put  the 

•f-  Thofe  fxcepfed  were  the  duke  of  fel,  Richard  Levifon,  John  Tienchard, 

OrmonH,    the  marquis  of  Winrheficr,  Cha  les  Duncomb,  ciiizen  of"  Lend  -n ; 

thf  earls  ot  S>inder]and,  Bath,  Dauby,  Edwards,  Stap!eton,  and  Hunt,  fifticr- 

anJ   Notti,  ghsm,  the  lords  Newport,  men,  and  all  o;herswhohad  offered 

DelaTrerf,Wi!tnure,C-ckhener,Corn-  perfonal  indignities  to  him   atfever- 

bury,  Dunblair:,   and  Churchill;    the  ^»rn  j   or  had   b«n  concerned  in  the 

bifhops  ot  I.on<ion  ai'ri   St.  Aiaph,  Sir  barbarous    murder    of  John    Afluon, 

Robert  Howard,  Sir  John  Worden,  Sir  Croft,  or  any  others  who  hid  flittered 

Sunuel   Ciimiionr,    S  rStfjhen  Fox,  death  fbi  the  r  loyalty  ;  andall  fpies  or 

Sir  George  TrrDy,    S;r  Bafil  Dixwt]!,  f::ch  as  had  bttravcd  his  councils  du- 

Sir  James  Oxenoen,   Dr.  John  Tillot-  rieg  his  laie  ubftnce  from  England. 
ion,  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet,  Fiancis  Ruf- 

navy 
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A.G.  1692.  navy  jn  a  flourifhing  condition;  and  to  take  every 
ftep  that  might  contribute  to  the  greatnefs  of  the 
monarchy  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people.  He 
concluded  with  profeffions  of  refignation  to  the 
divine  will,  declaring,  that  all  who  mould  reject 
his  offers  of  mercy,  and  appear  in  arms  againft 
him,  would  be  anfwerable  to  Almighty  God  for 
all  the  blood  trut  mould  be  fpilt,  and  all  the  mife- 
ries  in  which  theie  kingdoms  might  be  involved, 
by  their  defperate  and  unrealbnable  oppofition. 
Efforts  of  While  this  declaration  operated  varioufly  on  the 
i^EngLtd.  m'nds  of  the  people,  colonel  Parker,  with  fome 
other  officers,  enlifled  men  privately  for  the  fervice 
of  James,  in  the  counties  of  York,  Lancafter,  and 
the  biiliopric  of  Durham ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
Fountaine  and  Holman  were  employed  in  raifmg 
two  regiments  of  horfe  at  London,  that  they  might 
join  their  mafter  immediately  after  his  landing. 
His  partifans  fent  Captain  Loyd  with  an  expreis 
to  the  lord  Melfort,  containing  a  detail  of  theie 
particulars,  with  an  aflurance  that  they  had 
brought  over  rear-admiral  Carter  to  the  interell  of 
his  majefty.  They  likewife  tranfmitted  a  lift  of  the 
fnips  that  compofed  the  Englifh  fleet ;  and  exhort- 
ed James  to  ufe  his  influence  with  the  French  king, 
that  the  count  de  Tourville  might  be  ordered  to 
attack  them  before  they  fhould  be  joined  by  the 
Dutch  fquadron.  It  was  in  coniequence  of  this 
advice,  that  Lewis  commanded  Tourville  to  fall 
upon  the  .Englifh  fleet,  even  without  waiting  for 
the  Toulon  fquadron,  commanded  by  the  marquis 
D'Etrees.  By  this  time  James  had  repaired  to 
La  Hogue,  and  was  ready  to  embark  with  his 
army,  con  filling  of  a  body  of  French  troops, 
together  with  fome  Englifh  and  Scottifh  refugees, 
and  the  regiments  which  hud  been  tranfported 
from  Ireland  by  virtue  of  the  capitulation  of 
Limerick. 

8  The 
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The  miniftry  of  England  was  informed  of  aUA-c-l69*. 
thefe  particnlars,  partly  by  fome  agents  of  James,  Prccauticns 
who  betrayed  his  caufe,  and  partly  by  admiral  ^  bf^he 
Carter,  who  gave  the  queen  to  underftand  he  had  the  dc'«5« 
been  tampered  with  -,  and  was  inftructed  to  amufe  J^J*  "' 
the  Jacobites  with  a  negotiation.  King  William 
no  fooner  arrived  in  Holland,  than  he  hatlened  the 
naval  preparations  of  the  Dutch,  fo  as  that  their 
fleet  was  ready  for  fea  fooner  than  it  was  expedted  -, 
and  when  he  received  the  firft  intimation  of  the 
projected  defcent,  he  detached  general  Tollemache 
with  three  of  the  Englifh  regiments  from  Holland. 
Thefc,  reinforced  with  other  troops  remaining  in 
England,  were  ordered  to  encamp  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Portfmouth.  The  queen  ifiued  a 
proclamation,  commanding  all  papifts  to  depart 
from  London  and  Weftminfter  :  the  members  of 
both  hoiiies  of  parliament  were  required  to  meet 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  that  fhe  might 
avail  herielf  of  their  advice  in  fuch  a  perilous  con- 
juncture. Warrants  were  expedited  for  apprehen- 
ding divers  difaftected  perfons;  and  they  with- 
drawing themfelves  from  their  refpective  places  of 
abode,  a  proclamation  was  publimed  for  difcover- 
ing  and  bringing  them  to  jullice.  The  earls  of 
Scarldale,  Litchfirld,  and  Newburgh,  the  lords 
Griffin,  Forbes,  Sir  John  Fenwick,  Sir  Theophilus 
Oglethorpe,  and  others,  found  means  to  elude  the 
fearch.  The  earls  of  Huntingdon  and  Marlbo- 
rough  were  lent  to  the  Tower ;  Edward  Ridley, 
Knevitt,  Haftings,  and  Robert  Fergufon  we*'e  im- 
priibned  in  Newgate.  The  bifhop  of  Rochefter 
was  confined  to  his  own  houfe :  the  lords  Brudenell 
and  Fanfliaw  were  fecured  :  the  earis  of  Dunmore, 
Middleton,  and  Sir  Andrew  Forreiter,  were  dil- 
covered  in  a  quaker's  houfe,  and  committed  to 
prifon,  with  feveral  other  perfons  of  dillinction. 
The  trained  bands  of  London  and  Weftminfter 

w.re 
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A.C.  r692.  were  armed  by  the  queen's  direction,  and  me  re- 
viewed them  in  perfon  •,  admiral  Ruffel  was  order- 
ed to  put  to  fea  with  all  poffible  expedition  ;  and 
Carter,  with  a  fquadron  of  eighteen  fail,  continued 
to  cruize  along  the  French  coafl,  to  obferve  the 
motions  of  the  enemy. 

Admiral  On  the  eleventh  day  of  May,  RuiTel  failed  from 
Kufleiputs  pye  to  St.  Helen's,  where  he  was  joined  by  the 
fquadrons  under  Delaval  and  Carter.  There  he 
received  a  letter  from  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  inti- 
mating, that  a  report  having  fpread  of  the  queen's 
fufpecling  the  fidelity  of  the  fea  officers,  her  majefty 
ordered  him  to  declare  in  her  name,  that  fhe  re- 
pofed  the  moil  entire  confidence  in  their  attach- 
ment; and  believed  the  report  was  railed  by  the 
enemies  of  the  government.  The  flag-officers  and 
captains  forthwith  drew  up  a  very  loyal  and  dutiful 
addrefs,  which  was  gracioudy  received  by  the 
queen,  and  publimed  for  the  fatisfaction  of  the  na- 
tion. Ruffel  being  reinforced  by  the  Dutch  fqua 
drons,  commanded  by  Allemonde,  Callembergh, 
and  Vandergoes,  fet  fail  for  the  coall  of  France 
on  the  eighteen  day  of  May,  with  a  fleet  of  ninety- 
nine  mips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates  and  fire- 
fhips.  Next  day  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, he  difcovered  the  enemy,  under  the  count 
de  Tourville,  and  threw  out  the  fignal  for  the  line 
of  battle,  which  by  eight  o'clock  was  formed  in 
good  order,  the  Dutch  in  the  van,  the  blue  divifion 
,  in  the  rear,  and  the  red  in  the  center.  The  French 
fleet  did  not  exceed  fixty-three  mips  of  the  line, 
and  as  they  were  to  windward,  Tourville  might 
have  avoided  an  engagement-,  but,  he  had  recei- 
ved a  pdfitive  order  to  fight,  on  the  fuppofition 
that  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  fquadrons  had  not  join- 
ed. Lewis  indeed  was  apprifed  of  their  junction 
before  they  were  deicried  by  his  admiral,  to 
whom  he  difpatched  a  countermanding  order  by 

two 
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two  fevcral  vefifels  •,  bur,  one  of  them  was  taken  by  A-  c-  l6s*« 
the  Englifh,  and  the  other  did  not  arrive   till  the 
day  after  the  engagement. 

Tourville  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  firft  H«  obtain* 
mandate,  bore  down  along  fide  of  RuiTcl's  own  viJwov^ 
fhip,  which  he  engaged  at  a  very  fmall  diftance. tte  Frcnc*» 
He  fought  with  great  fury  till  one  o'clock,  when 
his  rigging  and  lails  being  confiderably  damaged, 
his  fhip,  the  Rifing-Sun,  that  carried  one  hundred 
and  four  cannon,  was  towed  out  of  the  line  in  great 
diforder.  Nevertheless,  the  engagement  continued 
till  three,  when  the  fleets  were  parted  by  a  thick 
fog.  When  this  abated,  the  enemy  were  defcried 
flying  to  the  northward  ;  and  Rufiel  made  the 
fignal  for  chafing.  Part  of  the  blue  fquadron 
came  up  with  the  enemy  about  eight  in  the  even- 
ing, and  engaged  them  half  an  hour,  during 
which  admiral  Carter  was  mortally  wounded.  Find- 
ing himlelf  in  extremity,  he  exhorted  his  captain 
to  fight  as  long  as  the  fnip  could  fwim  •,  and  ex- 
pired with  great  compofure.  At  length,  the 
French  bore  away  for  Conquet-Road,  having  loft 
four  mips  in  this  day's  aflion.  Next  day  about 
eight  in  the  morning,  they  were  difcovered  crowd- 
ing away  to  the  weftward,  and  the  combined  fleets 
chafed  with  all  the  fails  they  could  carry,  until 
RufTel's  foretop  mail  came  by  the  board.  Though 
he  was  retarded  by  this  accident,  they  ttill  continued 
the  purfuit,  and  he  anchored  near  Cape  La  Hogue. 
On  the  twenty-fecond  of  the  mon^h,  about  feven 
in  the  morning,  part  of  the  French  fleet  was  per- 
ceived near  the  Race  of  Alderney,  fome  at  anchor, 
and  fome  driving  to  the  eaftward  with  the  tide 
of  flood.  He,  and  the  (hips  neareft  him,  imme- 
diately flipt  their  cables  and  chafed.  The  Rifing- 
Sun  having  loft  her  mafts,  ran  afhore  near  Cher- 
bourg, where  fhe  was  burned  by  Sir  Ralph  Delaval, 
together  with  the  Admirable,  another  firft- rare. 

and 
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A,C.  i69;.  and  the  Conquerant  of  eighty  guns.  Eighteen 
other  mips  of  their  fleet  ran  into  La  Hogiie,  where 
they  were  attacked  by  Sir  George  Rooke,  who 
deftroyed  them,  and  a  great  number  of  tranfports 
loaded  with  ammunition,  in  the  midft  of  a  terrible 
fire  from  the  enemy,  and  in  fight  cf  the  Irifh 
camp.  Sir  John  Amfby,  with  his  own  fquadron 
and  ibme  Dutch  mips,  purfued  the  reft  of  the 
French  fleet,  which  efcaped  through  the  Race  of 
Alderney,  by  fuch  a  dangerous  paflage  as  the 
Englifh  could  not  attempt,  without  expofing 
their  fhips  to  the  moft  imminent  hazard.  This  was 
a  very  mortifying  defeat  to  the  French  king,  who 
had  been  fo  long  flattered  with  an  uninterrupted 
feries  of  victories ;  and  reduced  James  to  the  lowed 
ebb  of  defpondence,  as  it  fruilrated  the  whole 
fcheme  of  his  embarkation,  and  overwhelmed  his 
friends  in  England  with  grief  and  defpair.  Some 
hiftorians  alledge,  that  Rulfel  did  not  improve  his 
victory  with  all  advantages  that  might  have  been 
obtained  before  the  enemy  recovered  of  their  con- 
fternation.  They  fay,  his  affection  to  the  fervice 
was  in  a  good  meafure  cooled  by  the  difgrace  of 
his  friend  the  earl  of  Marlborough  :  that  he  hated 
the  earl  of  Nottingham,  by  whole  canal  he  re- 
ceived his  orders :  and,  that  he  adhered  to  the  letter 
rather  than  the  fpirit  of  his  inftructions.  But  this 
is  a  malicious  imputation  ;  and  a  very  ungrateful 
return  for  his  manifold  fervices  to  the  nation.  He 
acted  in  this  wrjole  expedition  with  the  genuine 
fpirit  of  a  Britifri  admiral.  He  plyed  from  the 
Nore  to  the  Downs  with  a  very  fcanty  wind  through 
the  dangerous  fands,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  all 
his  pilots;  and  by  this  bold  paffage  effected  a 
junction  of  the  different  fquadrons,  which  other- 
wife  the  French  would  have  attacked  fingly,  and 
perhaps  defeated.  He  behaved  with  great  gallan- 
try during  the  engagement  j  he  deftroyed  about 

fifteen 
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fifteen  of  the  enemy's  capital  fhips  i  in  a  word,  he*-  c-  '*$*• 
obtained  fuch  a  decifive  victory,  that  during  the  re- 
maining pare  cf  the  war,  the  French  would  not  ha- 
zard another  battle  by  f-a  with  the  Englifh. 

RufTel  having  ordered  Sir  John  Afhby,  and  the  Troop,  wrf- 
Dutch  admiral  Callembergh,  to  deer  towards  s?S£»( 
Havre  de  Grace,  and  endeavour  to  deftrcy  the  re-  for  a  defeat 
mainder  of  the  French  fleet,  failed  back  to  St.  He-  g 
Jen's,  that  the  damaged  fhips  might  b^  refitted,  and 
the  fleet  furnifhed  with  frclh  fupplies  of  provifion 
and  ammunition  :  but,  his  principal  motive  was  to 
take  on  board  a  number  of  troops  provided  for  a 
defcent  upon  France,  which  had  b-~n  projected 
by  England  and  Holland,  with  a  view  to  alarm 
and  diftract  the  enemy  in  their  own  dominions. 
The  queen  was  fo  pleafed  with  the  victory,  that  fhft 
ordered  thirty  thoufand  pounds  to  be  diftributed 
among  the  failors  -,  medals  to  be  ftruck  in  honour 
of  the  action  ;  and  the  bodies  of  admiral  Carter  and 
captain  Haftings,  who  had  been  killed  in  the 
battle,  to  be  interred  with  great  funeral  p^mp.  In 
the  latter  end  of  July,  feven  thoufand  men,  com- 
manded by  the  duke  of  Leinfter,  embarked  on 
board  of  tranfports,  to  be  landed  at  St.  Maloe's, 
Breft,  crRochfort;  and  the  nation  conceived  the 
mod  fanguine  hopes  of  this  expedition.  A  coun- 
cil of  war,  confiding  of  land  and  fea-olficers,  being 
held  en  board  the  Breda,  to  deliberate  upon  the 
fcheme  of  the  miniftry,  the  members  unanimoufly 
agreed,  that  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  to  put 
it  in  execu'bn.  Neverthelefs,  the  admiral  having 
detached  Sir  John  Afhby  \v;th  n  Iquadron,  to  in- 
tercept the  remains  of  the  French  fleet  in  their  paf- 
fage  from  St.  Maloe's  to  Breft,  Jet  fa'-l  for 'La 
Hogue  with  the  ivft  of  the  fleet  and  tranfports  ; 
but,  in  a  few  days  r!  e  wind  fliifting,  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  return  to  St.  Helen*s. 

N°.  80.  G  g  The 
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xhe  queen  immediately  difpatched  the  marquis 
of  Carmaerthen,  the  earls  of  Devonfnire,  Durfet, 
Nottingham,  and  Rcchefter,  tc,gerher  with  the 
lords  Sidney  and  CornwalHs,  to  tonfuk  with  the 
sdmiira!,  who  demonftratcd  the  impracticability  of 
making  an  effectual  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of 
France  at  that  feafon  of  the  year.  The  defign  was 
therefore  laid  afide  ;  and  the  forces  were  tr.infport- 
ed  to  Flanders.  The  higher  the  hopes  of  th-  na- 
tion had  been  raifed  by  this  armamem,  the  deeper 
they- felt  their  disappointment.  A  loud  clamour 
was  raifed  againft  the  miniftry,  as  the  autnors  of 
this  mifcarriage.  The  people  complained,  that  they 
were  plundered  and  abufed-,  that  immenie  fums 
were  extorted  from  them  by  the  moft  grievous  im- 
pofitions  :  that  by  the  infamous  expedient  of  bor- 
rowing upon  eflabliflied  funds,  their  taxes  were 
perpetuated :  that  their  burdens  would  daily  in- 
creafe:  that  their  treafure  was  either  fquandered 
away  in  chimerical  projects,  or  expended  in  foreign 
connections,  of  which  England  was  naturally  in- 
dependent. They  were  the  more  excufable  for  ex- 
claiming in  this  manner,  as  their  trade  had  griev- 
oufly  fufiFered  by  the  French  privateers,  which 
fwarmed  in  the  channel.  In  vain  the  merchants 
had  recourfe  to  the  admiralty,  which  could  not 
fpare  particular  convoys,  while  large  fleets  were  re- 
quired for  the  defence  of  the  nation.  The  French 
king  having  nothing  further  to  apprehend  from  the 
Engiifa  armament,  withdrew  his  troops  from  the 
coaft  of  Normandy  ;  and  James  returned  in  defpair 
to  St.  Germain's,  where  his  queen  had  been  in  his 
abfence  delivered  of  a  daughter,  who  was  born  in 
prefence  of  the  archbifhop  of  Paris,  the  keeper  of 
tl'.e  feals,  and  other  perfons  of  diftindion. 

Lewis  had  taken  the  field  in  the  latter  end  of 
May.     On  the  twentieth  day  of  that  month  he  ar- 
rived at  his  camp  in  Flanders,  with  all  the  effemi- 
nate 
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nate  pomp  of  an  Afiatic  emperor,  attended  by  hisA-c-l69»« 
women  and  parafites,  his  band  of*  mufic,  his  dan-  The  Frmch 
cers,   his  opera,  and  .in  a  word,  by  all  the  minifters  jJSfriT 
of  luxury  and  fenfual  pleafure.     Having  reviewed  fight  of uing 
his  army,  which  amounted  to  above  one  hundred  w 
and  twenty  thou  fend -men,  he  undertook  the  fiege 
of  Namur,  which  he  inverted  on  both  fides  of  the 
Sambre,  with  about  one  half  of  his  army,  while  the 
other   covered  the   fiege,  under  the   command  of 
Luxembourg.     Namur  is  fituated  on  the  conflux 
of  the  Meufc  and  the  Sambre.     The  citadel  was 
deemed  one   of  the   ftrongeit  forts  in   Flander?, 
ftrengthened  with  a  new  work  contrived  by  the  fa- 
mous engineer  Coehorn,  who  now  defended  it  in 
perfon.     The  prince  de  Barbafon  commanded  the 
garrifon,  confuting  of  nine  thoufand  men.     The 
place  was  well  fupplied ;   and   the   governor  knew 
that  king  William  would  make  ftrong  efforts  for  its 
relief:  fo  that    the   befieged   were  animated  with 
many  concurring  confiderations.     Notwithftanding 
thefe  advantages,   the  affailants  carried  on  their  at- 
tacks with  fuch  vigour,  that   in  feven  days   after 
the  trenches  v/ere  opened,  the  town  capitulated,  and 
the  garrifon  reti-red  into  the  citadel.   King  William 
being  joined  by  the  troops  of  Brandenburgh  and 
Liege,  advanced  to  the  Mehaigne,  at  the  head  of 
one  hundred  thoufand  effective  men,  and  encamped 
within  cannon-fhot  of  Luxembourg's  army,  which 
lay  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river.     That  general, 
however,    had  taken  fuch  precautions,    that   the 
king  of  England  could  not  interrupt  the  fiege,  nor 
attack  the  French  lines  without  great  difadvantage. 
The  befiegers,  encouraged  by  the  prefence  of  their 
monarch,  and  affiiled  by  the  fuperior  abilities  of 
Vauban  their  engineer,  repeated  their  attacks  with 
fuch  impetuofuy,  that  the  fort  of  Coehorn  was  fur- 
rendered,  after  a  very  obflinate  defence,   in  which 
he  himlclf  had  been  dangeroufly  wounded.     The 
.  O  g  2  ciul.i 
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A.  c.  1693.  citadel  being  thus  left  expofed  to  the  approaches 
of  the  enemy,  could  not  long  withftand  the  vio- 
lence of  their  operations.  The  two  covered-ways 
were  taken  by  aiTauh ;  and  on  the  twentieth  of 
May  the  governor  capitulated,  to  the  unfpeakable 
mortification  of  king  William,  who  faw  himfelf 
obliged  to  lie  inactive  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
army,  and  be  an  eye  witnefs  of  the  lofs  of  the  moft 
important  fortrefs  in  the  Netherlands.  Lewis  hav- 
ing taken  pofiefiion  of  the  place,  returned  in  tri- 
umph to  Verfailles,  where  he  was  flattered  with  all 
the  arcs  of  adulation  ;  while  William's  reputation 
buffered  a  little  from  his  mifcarriage,  and  the  prince 
of  Barbafon  incurred  the  fufpicion  of  treachery  or 
rnifconducL 

The  antes  Luxembourg  having  placed  a  ftrong  garrifoa  in 
"sttS*  Namur,  detached  Boufflers  with  a  body  of  troops 
kirk-  to  La  Buftiere,  and  v/ith  the  rett  of  his  army  en- 
camped at  Soignies.  The  king  of  England  fent  of! 
detachments  towards  Liege  and  Ghent ;  and  on  the 
fixth  day  of  July  pofted  himfelf  at  Genap,  refolvsd 
co  feize  the  fir  ft  opportunity  of  retrieving  his  ho- 
nour, by  attacking  the  enemy.  Having  received 
intelligence  that  the  French  general  was  in  motion, 
and  intended  to  take  poft  between  Steenkirk  and 
Hnghien,  he  paffed  the  river  Senne,  in  order  to 
anticipate  his  purpofe  ;  but,  in  fpite  of  all  hisdili- 
jvrnce,  Luxembourg  gained  his  point;  and  Wil- 
liam encamped  at  Lambeque,  wirhin  fix  miles  of 
the  French  army.  Here  he  refolved,  in  a  council 
of  war,  to  attack  the  enemy  \  and  the  difpofition 
was  made  for  that  purpofe.  The  heavy  baggage  he 
ordered  to  be  conveyed  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
Sep.ne  ;  and  one  Millevoix,  a  detected  fpy,  was  com- 
pelled by  menaces  to  miQead  Luxembourg  with 
falfe  intelligence,  importing,  that  he  needed  not 
be  alarmed  a:  the  motions  of  the  allies,  who  intend- 
ed next  day  to  make  a  general  forage.  On  the 

twenty- 
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twenty-fourth  day  of  July,  the  army  began  to  move  A- c- l5^- 
from  the  Jeff,  in  two  columns,  as  the  ground  would 
not  admit  of  their  inarching  in  an  extended  front. 
The  prince  of  Wirtemberg  began  the  atcack  on  the 
right  of  the  enemy,  at  the  head  of  ten  battalions  of 
Englifh,  Danifh,  and  Dutch  infantry  ;  and  he  was 
fupported  by  a  confiderable  body  of  Britilh  horfe 
and  foot,  commanded  by  lieutenant-general  Mac- 
kay.  Tho'  the  ground  was  interfered  by  hedges, 
ditches,  and  narrow  defiles,  the  prince  marched  with 
luch  diligence,  that  he  was  in  a  condition  to  begin 
the  battle  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  he 
charged  the  French  with  iuch  impetuofity,  that 
they  were  driven  from  their  pofts,  and  their  whole 
camp  became  a  fcene  of  tumult  and  confufion. 
Luxembourg  truftingto  the  intelligence  he  had  re- 
ceived, allowed  himfelf  to  be  furprifed  i  and  it  re- 
quired the  full  exertion  of  his  fuperior  talents,  to 
remedy  the  confequences  of  his  neglect.  Pie  forth- 
with forgot  a  fevere  indifpofition  under  which  he 
happened  to  labour ;  he  rallied  his  broken  batta- 
lions ;  he  drew  up  his  forces  in  order  of  battle,  and 
led  them  to  the  charge  in  perfon.  The  duke  de 
Chartres,  who  was  then  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his 
age,  the  dukes  of  Bourbon  and  Vendome,  the 
prince  of  Conti,  and  a  great  number  of  volunteers 
of  the  firfl  quality,  put  themfelves  at  the  head  of 
the  houmoid  troops,  and  fell  with  great  fury  upon 
the  Englilh,  who  were  very  ill  fupported  by  count 
Solmes,  who  commanded  the  center  of  the  allies. 
The  prince  of  Wirtemberg  had  taken  one  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  arid  actually  penetrated  into  their 
lines  ;  buc  finding  himfelf  in  danger  of  being  over- 
powered by  numbers,  he  fent  an  aid-de-camp  twice 
to  demand  fuccours  from  Solmes,  who  derided  his 
diflrefs,  laying,  *' Let  us  fee  what  Iport  thele  Eng- 
"  lifh  bull-dogs  will  make."  At  length,  when 
the  king  lent  <in  exprefs  order,  commanding  hir.i 
Gg  3  iQ 
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4.c.  1692.  to  fuftain  the  Itft  wing,  he  made  a  motion  with  his 
horfe,  which  could  not  act  while  his  infantry  kept 
their  ground  ;  and  the  Britim"  troops,  with  a  few 
Dutch  and  Danes,  bore  the  whole  brunt  of  the  en* 
gagement.  They  fought  with  iurprifing  courage 
and  perfeverancs  againft  dreadful  odds  •,  and  the 
event  of  the  battle  continued  doubtful,  until  Bouf- 
fiers  rejoined  the  French  army  with  a  great  body  of 
dragoons.  The  allies  could  not  .fuftain  the  addi- 
tional weight  of  this  reinforcement,  before  which 
they  gaveMvay,  though  the  retreat  was  made  in  to- 
lerable order  •,  and  the  enemy  did  not  think  proper 
to  profecute  the  advantage  they  had  gained.  In  this 
action  the  confederates  loft  the  earl  of  Angus,  ge- 
neral Mackay,  Sir  John  Lanier,  Sir  Robert  Doug- 
las, and  many  ether  gallant  officers,  together  with 
about  three  thoufand  men  left  dead  on  the  fpot,  a 
like  number  wounded  or  taken,  a  great  many  co- 
lours and  ftandards,  and  feveral  pieces  of  cannon. 
Extravagant  The  French  reaped  no  folid  advantage  from  their 
in  Prince  vi&0|7»  which  coft  them  about  three  thoufand  men, 
on  account  including  the  prince  of  Turenne,  the  marquis  de 
jffci'Tie-  BeiiefondSj  Tilladet,  and  Fermacon,  with  many 
officers  of  di function  :  as  for  Millevoix  the  fpy,  he 
was  hanged  on  a  tree,  on  the  right  wing  of  the 
allied  army.  King  William  retired  unmolefted  to 
his  own  camp  j  and  notwithftanding  all  his  over- 
throws, continued  a  refpedtable  enemy,  by  dint  of 
invincible  fortitude,  and  a  genius  fruitful  in  re- 
iburces.  That  he  was  formidable  to  the  French 
nation,  even  in  the  midft  of  his  ill  fuccefs,  appears 
from  divers  undeniable  teftimonies,  and  from  none 
more  than  from  the  extravagance  of  joy  expreflcd 
by  the  people  of  France,  on  occafion  of  this  unim- 
portant victory.  When  the  princes  who  ferved  in 
the  battle  returned  to  Paris,  the  roads  through 
which  they  palled  were  almoft  blocked  up  with 
multitudes  3,  and  the  whole  air  rtfounded  with  ac- 
clamation. 
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clamation.  Al!  the  ornaments  of  the  fafliion  pecu-  A-c- l69*. 
liar  to  both  fexes,  adopted  the  name  of  Steenkirk ; 
every  individual  who  had  been  perlbnally  engaged 
in  the  aclion,  was  revered  as  being  of  a  fup^rior 
fpecies  ;  and  the  t:  anfports  cf  the  women  role  al- 
moft  to  a  degree  m  frpr.zy. 

Trie  Fiencti  miniftry  did  not  entirely  depend  up-  confpiracr 
on  the  fortufle  of  the  war  for  the  execution  of  their  a.gainft  tf»e 
rcv..-ngs  againft  king  William.  They  likewife  em-  wn'iiam"8 
ployed  afiTa.Tins  to  tieprive  him  of  iifc,  in  the  moft  ^c-hed  by 

iT7i  T  i-      i     i  -      r        thr  rrrnch 

treacherous  manner.  When  Louvois  died,  h;s  fon  m»iftrj-. 
the  marquis  de  Barbef.eux,  who  fucceeded  him  in 
his  office  of  fecretary,  found  among  his  papers  the 
draught  of  a  fcheme  for  this  purpofe ;  and^mme- 
diately  revived  the  defign  by  means  ot  the  chevalier 
deGrandval,  a  captain  of  dragoons  in  the  fervice.  He 
and  cofonel  Parker  engaged  one  Dumonr,  who 
undertook  to  afiafimate  king  William.  Madame 
de  Maintenon  and  Paparel,  paymafter  to  the  French 
army,  were  privy  to  the  'fcheme,  which  they  en- 
couraged j  and  the  confpifators  are  faid  to  have  ob- 
tained an  audience  of  king  Jam?s,  who  approved 
of  their  undertaking,  and  affured  them  of  his  pro- 
teclun  i  but,  that  unformnare  monarch  was  unjufty 
charged  with  the  guilt  of  countenancing  the  intend- 
ed murder,  as  they  communicate  1  nothing  to  him 
but  an  attempt  to  feiz  •  the  perfon  of  th*  prince  of 
Orange.  Dumont  actually  inhft-d  in  the  confe- 
derate armv,  that  he  nvghc  have  the  better  oppor- 
tunity to  moot  the  king  of  England  when  he  mould 
ride  out  to  vifu:  the  lin,js,  while  Grandval  and  Par- 
ker repaired  to  the  French  camp,  with  orders  to 
Luxembourgh  to  furnilh  them  with  a  party  of 
horfe  for  the  rifoueof  Dumont,  afcer  the  blow  mould 
be  ilruc!;.  Whether  this  man's  heart  failed  him, 
or  tic  could  not  find  the  opportunity  hedtfired,  after 
having  resided  fome  weeks  in  the  camp  or  ihe  allies, 
he  retired  to  Hanover  i  but  ftill  correfpondrd  with 
G  g  4  Grandval 
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A.  c.  1691.  Grandval  and  Rarbefieux.  This  laft  admitted  one 
Leefdale,  a  Dutch  baron,  into  the  fee  ret,  and  like- 
ivife  imparted  it  to  monfieur  Chanlais,  quarter- 
rnafter-general  of  the  French  army,  who  animated 
Grandval  and  Leefdale  with  the  promife  of  a  confi- 
derable  reward  ;  and  promifed  to  co-operate  with 
Parker  for  bringing  off  Dumont,  for  he  Hill  per- 
jifted  in  his  undertaking.  Leefdale  had  been  fent 
from  Holland  on  purpole  to  dive  to  the  bottom  of 
this  confpiracy,  in  confequence  of  advice  given  by 
the  Britifli  envoy  at  Hanover,  where  Jjumont 
had  dropped  feme  hints  that  a!a:med  his  fufpicion. 
The  Dutchman  not  only  infmuatcd  himfelf  into  the 
confidence  of  the  confpirators,  but  likewife  inveigled 
Grandval  to  Eyndhoven,  where  he  was  apprehend- 
ed. Underflanding  that  Dumont  had  already  dif- 
covered  the  defign  to  the  duke  of  Zell,  and  that 
he  himfelf  had  been  betrayed  by  Leefdale,  he  freely 
confefled  all  the  particulars,  without  enduring  the 
torture  -,  and  being  found  guilty  by  4  court-martial, 
was  executed  as  a  traitor. 

Mifcarrage  About  this  period  the  duke  of  Leinfter  arrived  at 
Jfonoln-  Pften<^  wicn  the  troops  which  had  been  embarked 
kiric.  Ul  at  St.  Helen's.  He  was  furnifhed  with  cannon  fent 
down  the  Meufe  from  Maeftricht ;  he  was  rein- 
forced by  a  large  detachment  from  the  king's  camp 
at  Gramont,  under  the  command  of  general  Tolle- 
mache.  He  took  ppiTeffion  of  Fumes,  was  joined 
by  the  earl  of  Portland  and  Mr.  D'Auverquerqu?, 
and  a  difpofition  was  made  for  inverting  Dunkirk  ; 
but,  on  further  deliberation,  the  enterprize  was 
thought  very  dangerous,  and  therefore  layed  afide. 
Furnes  and  Dixmuyde  lately  reduced  by  brigadier 
Ramfay,  were  flrengthened  with  new  works,  and 
fecured  with  flrong  garrifons.  The  cannon  were 
Tent  back,  and  th's  troops  returning  to  Oftend, 
reimbarked  for  England.  This  fruitlefs  expedi- 
tion, added  to  the  inglorious  iflfueof  the  campaign, 

inc'reafed 
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increafed  the  ill  humour  of  the  Britiih  nation. A  c-  »&9*. 
They  taxed  William  with  having  lain  inactive  at 
Grarnont  with  an  army  of  one  hundred  thoiifand 
men,  while  Luxembourg  was  pofted  at  Couriray 
with  half  that  number.  They  faid,  if  he  had  found 
the  French  lines  too  ftrong  to  be  forced,  he  might 
have  palTed  the  Scheld  higher  up,  and  not  only 
layed  the  enemy's  conquefts  under  contribution, 
but  even  marched  into  the  bowels  of  France  ;  and 
they  complained  that  Fumes  and  Dixmuyde  were 
not  worth  the  fums  expended  in  maintaining  their 
garriibns.  On  the  twenty -fixth  day  of  September, 
king  William  left  the  army  under  the  command  Q£ 
the  elector  of  Bavaria,  and  repaired  to  his  houfe  at 
Loo:  in  two  days  after  his.  departure  the  camp  at 
Gramont  was  broke  upi  the  infantry  marched  to 
Marienkerke,  and  the  horfe  to  Gaure.  On  the 
fixteeenth  day  of  October  the  king  receiving  in- 
telligence, that  Boufflers  had  inverted  Charleroy, 
and  Luxembourgh  taken  poll  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Conde,  ordered  the  troops  to  be  inftantly 
reafifembled  between  the  village  of  Ixells  and  Halle, 
with  defign  to  raife  the  fiege ;  and  repaired  to 
BruiTds,  where  he  held  a  council  of  war,  in  which 
the  proper  meafures  were  concerted.  Then  he  re- 
turned to  Holland,  leaving  the  command  with  the 
elector  of  Bavaria,  who  forthwith  bega'n  his  march 
for  Charlcroy.  At  his  approach  Boufflers  aban- 
doned the  fiege,  and  moved  towards  Philipville. 
The  elector  having  reinforced  the  place,  and  thrown 
fupplies  into  Aeth,  diftributed  his  forces  into  win- 
ter-quarters. Then  Luxembourg,  who  had  can- 
toned his  army  between  Conde,  Leuze,  and  Tour- 
nay,  returned  to  Paris,  leaving  Boufflers  to  com- 
mand in  his  abfence. 

The  allies  had  been  unfuccefsful  in  Flanders, 
and  they  were  not  fortunate  in  Germany.  The 
landgrave  of  KLfc-Calfd  undertook  the  fiege 

of 
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A.  c.  1692.  of  Eberemburg,  which  however  lie  was  obliged  to 
Thecim-  abandon.  The  duke  de  Lorges,  who  commanded 
i>a:gn  is  in-  the  French  forces  on.ths  Rhine,  furprifed,  defeated, 
3f=T<hL  and  to°k  the  duke -of  Wirtemberg,  who  had  polled 
and  in  Hun-  hSmfelf  with  four  thoufand  horfe  near  Eidelfheim 
Eary'  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy.  Count  Tal- 
lard,  having  invefted  Rhinefeid,  the  landgrave 
marched  to  its  relief  with  fuch  expedition,  that  the 
French  were  obliged  to  defift,  and  retreat  with 
coniiderable  damage.  The  elector  of  Saxony  had 
engaged  to  bring  an  army  into  the  field  ;  bur,  he 
complained  that  the  emperor  left  the  burden  of  the 
war  with  France  upon  the  princes,  and  converted 
his  chief  power  and  attention  to  the  campaign  in 
Hungary.  A  jeaioufy  and  mifunderftanciing  en- 
fued  ;  Schoening,  the  Saxon  general,  in  his  way  to 
the  hot-baths  at  Dablitz  in  Bohemia,  was  feized  by 
the  emperor's  order,  on  fufpicion  cf  having  main- 
tained a  private  correfpondence  with  the  enemy  ; 
and  very  warm  expoflulations  on  this  fubject  pafifcd 
between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Dfefden.  Schoen- 
ing was  detained  two  years  in  cuftody;  and  at 
length  relealed,  on  condition  that  he  fhould  never 
be  employed  again  in  the  empire.  The  war  in 
Hungary  produced  no  event  of  importance.  The 
miniftry  of  ihe  Ortoman  Porte  was  diftracled  by 
factions,  and  the  feraglio  threatened  with  tumults. 
The  people  were  tired  of  maintaining  an  unfuccefs- 
ful  war :  the  vizir  was  depofed  ;  and  in  themidftof 
this  confufion,  the  garrifon  of  Great  Waradin, 
which  had  been  blocked  up  by  the  Imperialifts  dur- 
ing the  whole  winter,  furrendered  by  capitulation. 
Lord  Paget,  the  Englifh  ambafifador  at  Vienna, 
v/as  fent  to  Conftantinople  with  powers  to  mediate  a 
peace  •,  but  the  terms  offered  by  the  emperor  were 
rejected  at  the  porte  :  the  Turkifh  army  lay  upon 
the  defbnfive,  and  the  feafon  was  fpent  in  a  fruitlefs 
negotiation. 

The 
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The  profpect  of  affairs  in  Piedmont  was  favour-  A  c-  ^r~> 
able  for  the  allies  ;  but  -the  court  of  France  had  rh.  <,„;.. 
brought  the  pope  to  an  accommodation,  and  began  of  s»v 
to  tamper  with  the  duke  of  Savoy.  Mr.  Chanlais  ph-r"L 
was  fenf  to  Turin  with  advantageous  prop6fa!s,  ' 
whicn,  however,  the  duke  would  not  accept,  be- 
caufe  he  thought  himfelf  intitled  to  better  term?, 
confidering  that ;  lie  allied  army  in  Piedmont  amount- 
ed to  fifty  tfioufand  effective  men,  while  Catinat's 
forces  were  not  Sufficient  to  defend  hk  conquefts  in 
that  country.  In  the  month  of  Ja'ly  the  ciuks 
marched  into  Dauphinc,  where  he  plundered  a 
number  of  village;  and  reduced  the  foitrefs  cf  Gui!- 
leftre  ;  then  parting  the  river  Darance,  he  inverted 
Ambrun,  which,  afcer  a  fiege  of  nine  days,  fur- 
rendered  on  capitulation,  and  laid  all  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  under  contribution.  Here  duke 
Schomberg,  who  commanded  the  auxiliaries  in  the 
Engliih  pay,  published  a  declaration,  in  the  name 
of  king  William,  inviting  the  people  to  join  his 
ftandard  ;  afiuring  them  that  his  mafter  had  no 
other  defign  in  ordering  his  troops  to  invade  France, 
but  that  of  reftoring  the  noblefle  to  thfir  ancient 
Splendor,  their  parliaments  to  their  former  authority, 
and  the  people  to  their  juft  privileges.  He  even 
offered  his  protection  to  the  clergy,  and  to  ufe  his 
endeavours  for  reviving  the  edict  of  Nantes,  which 
had  been  guarantied  by  the  kings  of  England. 
Thefe  offers,  however,  produced  little  effect  •,  and 
the  Germans  ravaged  the  whole  country,  in  revenge 
for  the  cruelties  which  the  French  had  committed 
in  the  Palatinate.  The  allied  army  advanced  from 
Ambrun  to  Gap,  on  the  f  ontiers  of  Provens  -,  and 
this  place  Submitted  without  oppoficion.  The  in- 
habitants of  Grenoble,  the  cap;tal  of  Dauphine, 
and  even  of  Lions,  were  overwhelmed  with  con- 
ilernation  ;  and  a  fairer  opportunity  of  humbling 
I7 ranee  could  never  occur,  as  that  part  of  the  king-* 
dom  had  been  left  almoftc|uite  defencelefs :  but  this 

was 
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A.C.  i69zf  was  fatally  neglected,  either  from  the  fpirit  of  dif- 
fention,  which  began  to  prevail  in  the  allied  army, 
or  from  the  indifpofition  of  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
who  was  feized  with  the  fmall  pox  in  the  micift  of 
this  expedition  j  or,  laftly,  to  his  want  of  fincerity, 
which  was  fhrewdly  fufpected.  He  is  fcid  to  have 
maintained  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  in  complaifance  to  which  he  retarded 
the  operations  of  the  confederates.  Certain  it  is,  he 
evacuated  all  his  conquefts,  and  about  the  middle 
of  September  quitted  the  French  territories,  after 
having  pillaged  and  laid  wafte  the  country  through 
which  he  had  penetrated  *.  In  Catalonia  the 
French  attempted  nothing  of  importance  during 
this  campaign,  and  the  Spaniards  were  wholly  in- 
active in  that  province. 

The  duke  The  proteftant  intereft  in  Germany  acquired  an 
°fH*eTI"  accefii°n  °f  ftrength,  by  the  creation- of  a  ninth 
Sor  of  electorate  in  favour  of  Erneft  Auguftus  duke  of 
die  empire,  fianover.  He  had,  by  this  time,  renounced  all 
his  connections  with  France,  and  engaged  to  enter 
heartily  into  the  intereft  of  the  allies,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  his  obtaining  the  electoral  dignity.  King 
William  exerted  himfelf  fo  vigoroufly  in  his  behalf 
at  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  the  emperor  agreed  to 
the  propofal,  in  cafe  the  confent  of  the  other 
electors  could  be  procured.  This  aflent,  however, 
was  extorted  by  the  importunities  of  the  king  of 
England,  whom  he  durft  not  difohlige.  He  was 
blindly  bigotted  to  the  religion  of  Rome,  and  con- 
fequently  averfe  to  a  new  creation  that  would 
weaken  the  catholic  intereft  in  the  electoral  college. 
He  therefore  employed  his  emiiTaries  to  thwart  the 
duke's  meafures.  Sorne  proteftant  princes  oppoled 

•  At  this  period,  queen  Mary,  urt-  from  her  own  privy  purfe,  to  mainta'n 

•lerftandingthat  the  proteftant  Vaudois  ten  preacher?,    and    as   many  fchocl- 

wtre  d«ftitute  of  minifters  to  preach  mafters,  in  the  rallies  of  Piedmont, 
tr  teach  the  gofpel,  eftabliflied  a  fund 

him 


WILLIAM     III.  461 

him  from  motives  of  jealoufy  •,  and  the  French  A- €  I<9-- 
king  ufed  'all  his  artifices  and  influence  to  prevent 
the  elevation  cf  the  houfe  of  Hanover.  When  the 
duke  had  furmounted  all  this  oppofition,  fo  far  as 
to  gain  over  a  majority  of  the  electors,  new  objec- 
tions were  ftarted.  The  emperor  fuggefted  that 
another  popifli  electorate  fhould  be  created,  to 
balance  the  advantage  which  the  Lutherans  would 
reap  from  that  of  Hanover  ;  and  he  propofed  that 
Auilria  Ihould  be  raifed  to  the  fame  dignity:  but 
violent  oppofition  was  made  to  this  expedient, 
which  would  havevefted  the  emperor  with  a  double 
vote  in  the  electoral  college.  At  length,  after  a 
tedious  negotiation,  the  duke  of  Hanover,  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  December,  was  honoured  with 
the  inveftiture  as  elector  of  Brunfwick ;  created 
great  marflial  of  the  empire,  and  did  homage  to 
the  emperor  :  never  thelefs,  he  was  not  yet  admitted 
mto  the  college,  becaufe  he  had  not  been  able 
to  procure  'the  unanimous  confent  of  all  the  elec- 
tors t- 

While  king  William  feemed  wholly  engrofied  by  Faie  infoe* 
the  affairs  of  the  continent,  England  was  diftracted  SSi  UM 
by  domeftic  difienfion,   and  overfpread  with  vice,  e-ri  of 
corruption,  and  profanity.     Over  and    above  the  JJj^J^e 
Jacobites,  there  was  a  let  of  malcontents,  whole  bifh°p  °f 
number  daily  increafed.     They  not  only  murmur- 
ed  at  the  grievances  of  the  nation,  but  compofed 
and  publifhed  elaborate  diflertations  upon  the  fame 
fubject.     Thefe  made   fuch   imprefiions   upon  the 
people,  already  irritated  by  heavy  burdens,  diftref- 
fed  in  their  trade,  and  difappointed  in  their  fanguine 

•J-  In  the  beginning  of  September,  about  two  rncnths  before  In  Sicily  and 

the  (hock  of  an  eartlxjuake  was  felt  in  Malt!  ;  and  the  town  of  Port- royal 

London  and  many  other  parts  of  Eng-  ju  Jamaica  ww  altno/r  totally  minrd 

lanJ,  as  v>fl<  as  in  France,  Germany,  by  an  earthquake  :  ths   place  was  ft» 

and  the  NTethtrlan<*$.     Violent  agita-  fuddenly  overflowed,  that  about  fifteen 

tlor.s  cf  the  firm  kind  had  hippeacd  hundred  perfcns  petlfied, 

5  expefh- 
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A.C.  2692.  expectations,  that  the  queen  thought  it  neceflary  to 
check  the  prpgrefs  of  ih.ofe  writers^  by  .iffuing  out 
a  proclamation  offering  a  reward  to  fuch  as  would 
difopver  feditious  libellers.  The  earl  pfMarlbo- 
rough  had  been  committed  to  ths  Tower,  on  the 
mforrnadpn  of  one  Ropert  Young,  a  prifoner  in 
Newgate,  who  had  forged  that  nobleman's  hand- 
v/riting,  and  contrived  the  fcheme  of  an  aiibcia- 
tion  in  favour  of  king  James,  .to  .which  he  affixed 
thftinames  of  the  earls  of  Maryborough  and  S.alif- 
bury,  Sprat,  pifhop  of  Rochester,  the  lord  Corn- 
bury,  and  Sir  Bafil  Firebrace.  One  of  his  em.if- 
iaries  had  found  means  to  conceal  this  paper  in  a 
certain  part  of  the  bifhop's  houfe  at  Bromley  in 
Kent,  where  it  was  found  by  the  king's  meifen- 
gers,  who  fccured  the  prelate  in  confluence  of 
young's  information.  ;  But  he  vindicated  him felf 
to  the  fatisfaction  of  the  whole  councjil,  and  the 
forgery  of  the  informer  was  detected  by  the  con- 
fejTion  of  his  .accomplice.  The  bilhpp  obtained 
his  releafe  immediately,  and  the  earl  of  Marlbo- 
rough  was  admitted  to  bail  in  the.  court  of  king's 
bench. 

Sources  of  ^Q  many  perfpns  of  charafler  and  diflinction  had 
national  been  imprifoned  during  this  reign,  upon  the  flighted 
^cement.  fufp-jCjon?  (-[-^t  _j:he  difcontertfed  part  of  the  nation 
had  fome  reafon  to  infinuate,  they  had  only  ex- 
changed one  .tyrant  for  another.  They  affirmed, 
that  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6l  was  either  infufficient 
to.  protect  the  fubject  from  falfe  irnprifonment,  or 
had  been  fhametully  mifufed.  They  expatiated 
\jpon  the  lofs  of  iliips,  which  had  lately  fallen  a 
prey  to  the  enemy;  the  confumption  of  fcamen  ; 
th-s  neglect  of  the  fifheries  ;  the  interruption  of 
commerce,  in  which  the  nation  was  fupplanted  by 
her  allies,  as  well  as  invaded  by  her  enemies;  the 
low  ebb  of  the  kingdom's  freafure  exhaufled  in 
hiring  foreign  bottoms,  and  paying  foreign  troops 

to 
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to  fight  foreign  quarrels  i  the  flaughter  of  the  befc  A-c' lfc^- 
and  braved  of  their  countrymen,  whofe  blood  had 
been  lavifhly  fpilt  in  lupport  of  connections  with 
which  they  ought  to  have  no  concern.  They  de- 
monftrated  the  mifchiefs  that  nectfTarily  arofe  from 
the  unfettled  date  of  the  nation.  They  obferved 
that  the  government  could  not  be  duly  eftablifhed, 
until  a  folemn  declaration  Ihou!d  confirm  this  legahy 
of  that  tenure  by  which  their  majefties  pofTeffed 
the  thrcne  j  that  the  ftructure  of  parliaments  was 
deficient  in  point  of  folidity,  as  they  exifted  intire- 
ly  at  the  pleafure  of  the  crown,  which  would  ufe 
them  no  longer  than  they  mould  be  found  necef- 
fary  in  railing  fupplies  for  the  ufc  of  the  govern- 
ment. They  exclaimed  againft  the  practice  of 
quartering  foldiers  in  private  houfes,  contrary  to 
the  ancient  laws  of  the  land,  the  petition  of  rights, 
and  the  fubfequent  aft  pafled  in  the  reign  or.  the 
fecond  Charles.  They  enumerated  among  their 
grievances  the  violation  of  property,  by  prefiing 
tranfport  (hips  into  the  fervice,  without  fettling 
any  fund  of  payment  for  the  owners  -,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  militia,  which  was  equally  burthen- 
fome  and  ufelcfs ;  the  flagrant  partiality  in  favour 
of  allies,  who  carried  on  an  open  commerce  with 
France,  and  fupplied  the  enemy  with  neceflaries, 
while  the  Englifli  laboured  under  the  fevereft  pro- 
hibitions, and  were  in  effeft  the  dupes  of  thofe  very 
powers  whom  they  protected.  They  dwelt  upon 
the  miniflry's  want  of  conduct,  forefight,  and  in- 
telligence, and  inveighed  againft  their  ignorance, 
infolence,  and  neglect,  which  were  as  pernicious  to 
the  nation  as  if  they  had  formed  a  defign  of  re- 
ducing it  to  the  lowed  ebb  of  difgrace  and  deflruc- 
tion.  By  this  time  indeed,  public  virtue  was  be- 
come the  object  of  ridicule,  and  the  whole  king- 
dom was  overbroad  with  immorality  and  corrup- 
tion j  towards  the  increafe  of  which  many  concur- 
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A.  c.  1692.  ring  .drcumftances  happened  to  contribute.  The 
people  were  divided  into  three  parties,  namely,  the 
Williamites,  the  Jacobites,  and  the  difcontented 
revolutioners  •,  and  thefe  factions  took  all  oppor- 
tunities to  thwarr,  to  expofe,  and  to  ridicule  the 
meafures  and  principles  of  each  other :  fo  that 
patriotifm  was  laughed  cut  of  doors,  as  an  hypo- 
crital  pretence.  This  contention  eftablimed  a  be- 
lief, that  every  man  ccnfulted  his  own  private  in- 
tereil  an  the  expence  of  the  public  :  a  belief  that 
fcon  grew  into  a  maxim  almoft  univerfally  adopted. 
The  practice  of  bribing  a  majority  in  parliament 
had  a  pernicious  influence  upon  the  morals  of  all 
ranks  of  people,  from  the  candidate  to  the  lowed 
borough-defter.  The  expedient  of  eftabliming 
funds  of  credit  for  railing  fupplies  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  government,  threw  large  premiums  and 
iums  of  money  in  the  hands  of  low,  fordid  ufurers, 
brokers,  and  jobbers,  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
by  the  name  of  the  Monied-intereft.  Intoxicated 
by  this  flow  of  wealth,  they  affected  to  rival  the 
luxury  and  magnificence  of  their  fuperiors ;  but, 
being  defiitute  of  fentiment  and  tafte,  to  conduct 
them  in  their  new  career,  they  ran  into  the  molt 
abfurd  and  illiberal  extravagancies.  They  laid 
aQde  all  decorum  j  became  lewd,  infolent,  intem- 
perate and  riotous.  Their  example  was  caught  by 
the  vulgar.  AH  principle,  and  even  decency  v/as 
gradually  banifl-.ed  ;  talent  lay  uncultivated,  and 
the  land  was  deluged  with  a  tide  of  ignorance  and 
profligacy. 

riiTenfion        King  William  having  afcertained  the  winter-quar- 

^,t'ande  ters  °f  the  army,  and  concerted  the  operations  of 

theprincefs  the  enfuing  campiign  with  the  States-general,  and 

EeTiLrk.    the  minifters  of  the  allies,  fet  fail  for  England  on 

the  fifteenth   day  of  October,  on    the    eighteenth 

landed   at  Yarmouth,  was   met   by  the  queen    at 

Newhall,  and  paffed  through  the  city  of  London 

to 
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to  Kenfington,  .  amidll    the   acclamations   of  the  A  c- 
populace.     He  received  a  congratulatory  addrcis 
from  the  lord-mayor  and  aldermen,  with  whom  he 
dined  in  public  by  invitation.     A  day  of  thankf- 
giving  was  appointed  for  the  victory  obtained  at 
lea.     The  luteftring  company  was  eftablimed  by 
patent,  and  the  parliament  met  on  the  fourth  day 
of  November.     The  houle  of  lords  was  deeply  in- 
fected with  difcontent,  which  in  Tome  meafure  pro- 
ceeded from  the  difiention  between  the  queen  and 
her  fifler  the  princeis  of  Denmark,  who  under- 
went every  mortification  that  the  court  could  in- 
flict.    Her  guards  were  taken  away  ;  all  honours 
which  had  been  payed  to  her  rank  by  the  magi- 
ftrates  of  Bath,  where  fhe  fometimes  refided,  and 
even  by  the  minifters  of  the  church  where  fhe  at- 
tended at  divine  iervice,  were  diicontinued,  by  the 
exprefs  order   of  her  majefty.       Her  caufe  was 
naturally    efpouled   by  thofe   noblemen  who  had 
adhered  to  her  in  her  former  conteft  with  the  king,- 
about  an  independent  fettlement ;  and  thefe  were 
now  reinforced  by  all  the  fri«nds  of  the  earl  of 
Marlborough,  united  by  a  double  tie  •,  for,  they  re- 
fented  the  difgrace  and  confinement  of  that  lord  -, 
and  thought  it  their  duty  to  fupport  the  princeis 
Anne  under  a  perfecution   incurred  by  an  attach- 
ment to  his   countefs.     The  earl  of  Shrewfbury 
lived  in  friendmip  with  Marlborough,  and  thought 
he  had  been  ungratefully  treated  by  the  king ;  the 
marquis  of  Hallifax  befriended  him,  from  oppo- 
fition  to  the  miniftry  ;  the  earl  of  Mulgrave,  for 
an  opportunity  to  difplay  his  talents,  and  acquire 
that  confideration  which  he   thought  due  to  his 
merit.     Devonfhire,  Montague,  and  Bradford  join- 
ed in  the   fame  caufe,    from  principle ;  and  the 
fame  pretence  was  ufed  by  the  earls  of  Stamford, 
Monmouth,Warrington,  and  other  Whigs ;  though 
in  effect  they  were  actuated  by  jealoufy  and  refent- 
N°  80,  H  h '  '  mcnt 
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A  c.  1692.  ment  againft  thofe  by  whom  they  had  been  fup- 
planted.  As  for  the  Jacobites,  they  gladly  con- 
tributed their  afiiftance  to  promote  any  tcheme 
that  had  a  tendency  to  embroil  the.  adminiltra- 
tion. 

Tnordtltn  ^  ^e  king»  m  nis  fpeech  to  parliament,  thanked 
dkate  the*  them  for  their  laft  fupplies,  congratulated  them 
priv  leges  in  UpOn  tne  victory  obtained  at  Tea,  condoled'  them 

behalf  or  iiirrri  •  i         »         i 

their  impri-  on  the  bad  luccels  or  the  campaign  by  land,  mag- 
fonet!  mem-  njge(j  fa  power  of  France,  repreiented  the  necei- 
fity  of  maintaining  a  great  force  to  oppofe  it  -,  and 
demanded  fubfidies  equal  to  the  occafion.  He  ex- 
preffed  his  reluctance  to  load  them  with  additional 
burthens,  which,  he  faid,  could  not  be  avoided 
without  expoiing  his  kingdom  to  inevitable  de- 
itruction.  He  defired  their  advice  towards lefienr 
ing  the  inconvenience  of  exporting  money  for  the 
payment  of  the  forces.  He  intimated  a  defign  of 
making  a  defcent  upon  France  -,  declared  he  had 
no  aim  .but  to  make  them  a  happy  people;  and 
that  he  would  again  chearfully  expofe  his.  life  for 
the  welfare  of  the  nation.  The  lords,  after  an 
adjournment  of  three  days,  began  with  great 
warmth  to  aflert  their  privileges,  which  they  con- 
ceived had  been  violated  in  the  cafes  of  the  earl  of 
Maryborough,  and  the  other  noblemen,  who  had 
been  apprehended,  commuted  to  prifon,  and  after- 
wards admitted  to  bail  by  the  court  of  king's- 
bench.  Thefe  circumftances  being  fully  difcuffed 
in  a  violent  dt  bate,  the  houfe  ordered  lord  Lucas 
conftable  of  the  Tower,  to  produce  the  warrants  of 
commitment,  and  the  clerk  of  the  king's-bench  to 
deliver  the  affidavit  of  Aaron  Smith,  the  court- 
folicitor,  upon  which  the  lords  had  been  remanded 
to  priibn.  At  the  fame  time,  the  whole  affair  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  impov/ered  to  fend  for 
perfons,  papers,  and  records.  The  judges  were 
ordered  to  attend :  Aaron  Smith  was  examined 

touching 
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touching  the  evidence  againft  the  committed  lords. A-  c- 169*« 
The  committee  reported  their  general  refolurion, 
which  produced  a  vehement  difpute.  The  opinion 
of  the  judges  was  ufifatrsfaftory  to  both  parties : 
the  debate  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  in  which  it  was  refolvcd,  nnd  decla- 
red, as  the  fenfe  of  that  aifembly,  that  in  purfuance 
of  the  Habeas-corpus  act,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
judges  and  goal-delivery,  to  difcharge  the  prifoner 
on  bail,  if  committed  for  high-treafon,  unlefs  it 
be  made  appear,  upon  oath,  that  there  are  two 
witneffes  againft  the  faid  prifoner,  who  cannot  be 
produced  in  that  term,  fefiions,  or  general  goal  - 
delivery.  They  likewife  refalved,  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  faid  ftatute,  that  in  cafe  there  flibuldj 
oe  more  than  one  prifoner  to  be  bailed  or  remand- 
ed, there  mud  be  oath  made,  that  there  are  two 
witnefies  againft  each  prifoner,  othenvife  he  cannof 
be  remanded  to  prifon.  Thefe  refolmions  were 
entered  in  the  books,  as  {landing  directions  to  all 
future  judges,  yet  not  without  great  oppofitibn 
from  the  court-members.  The  next  debate  turned 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the  imprifoned  lords' 
mould  be  fet  at  liberty.  The  conteit  became  ib 
warm,  that  the  courtiers  began  to  be  afraid,  and 
propofed  an  expedient,  which  was  put  in  practice. 
The  houfe  adjourned  to  the  feventeenth  day  of  the 
month,  and  its  next  meeting  was  given  to  under - 
Hand,  that  the  king  had  difcharged  the  imprifoned 
noblemen.  After  another  warm  debat0,  a  formal 
entry  was  made  in  the  journals,  importing,  That 
the  houfe  being  informed  of  his  majefty's  having 
given  directions  for  dilcharging  the  lords  undet 
bail  in  the  king's  bench,  the  debate  about  that 
matter  ceafed.  The  refentment  of  the  peers  be- 
ing thus  allayed,  they  proceeded  to  take  his  ma- 
jeity's  fpeech  into  confide  ration. 

H  h  2  The 
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A.  c.  ijjg*.      The  commons  having  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks^ 
The  com-    and  another,  praying  that  his  majefty's  foreign  al- 
™ns  Prc-    liances  mould  be  layed  before  them,   voted  a  bill 
d-efr«to     f°r  regulating  trials  in  cafes  of  high  treafon.    They 
the  king      palled  a  vote  of  thanks  to  admiral  Ruffel,   his  offi- 
nd  queen.    cers  ^^  feamen,  for  the  victory  they  had  obtained  ; 
then  proceeded  to  an  inquiry,  Why  that  victory 
had  not  been  purfued  ?  Why  the  defcent  had  not 
been  made  ?  And  why  the  trade  had  not  been  bet- 
ter protected  from  the  enemy's  cruifers  ?  The  ad- 
miral having  juftified  his  own  conduct,  they  com- 
manded the  lords  of  the  admiralty  to  produce  copies 
of  all  the  letters  and  orders  which  had  been  fent 
to  the  admiral :  they  ordered  Ruffel  to  lay  before 
them  his  anfwers  i  and  the  commiffioners  of  the 
tranfports,  victuallers,  and  office  of  ordnance,  to 
deliver  in  an  account  of  their  proceedings.     Then 
they  preiented  addreffes  to  the  king  and  queen, 
acknowledging  the  favour  of  God  in  reftoring  him 
to  his  people  ;  congratulating  him  upon  his  delive- 
rance from  the  fnares  of  his  open   and  fecret  ene- 
mies ;  and  afiuring  him  they  would,   according  to 
his  majefty's  defire  in  his  moil  gracious  fpeech,  be 
always  ready  to  advife  and  affift  him  in  the  fupport 
of  his  government.     The  queen  was  thanked  for 
her  gracious  and  prudent  administration  during  his 
majefty's  abfence  :  they  congratulated  her  on  their 
iignal  deliverance  Yrom   a  bold  and  cruel  defign 
formed  for  their  deftruction,  as  well  as  on  the  glo- 
rious victory  which  her  fleet  had  gained  ±  and  they 
allured  her  that  the  grateful  fenfe  they  had  of  their 
happinefs  under  her  government,  mould  always  be 
manifefled   in  conftant   returns  of  duty  and  obe- 
dience. 

They  acquit  After  this  formal  compliment,  the  houfe,  iri- 
iSi,lar.d  ftead  of  proceeding  to  the  fupplies,  infilled  upon 
refoive'io  perufmg  the  treaties,  public  accounts,  and  efti- 
m«v-efthU  mat:es>  tnat  r'iey  might  be  in  a  condition  to  advile, 

as 
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as  well  as  to  aflift  his  majefty.  Being  indulged A. c-  l6s?' 
with  thofe  papers,  they  pafied  a  previous  vote, 
that  a  fupply  Ihould  be  given  ;  then  thty  began  to 
concert  their  articles  of  advice.  Some  of  the  mem- 
bers loudly  complained  of  partiality  to  foreign  ge- 
nerals •,  and  particularly  reflected  upon  the  inlb- 
lence  of  count  Solmes,  and  his  miicondncl  at  Steen- 
kirk.  After  fome  warm  altercation,  the  houfe  re- 
folved  one  article  of  their  advice  mould  be,  That 
his  majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  fill  up  fuch  vacan- 
cies as  mould  happen  among  the  general  officers, 
with  fuch  only  as  were  natives  of  his  dominions  ; 
and  that  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Englifh 
mould  be  an  Englifliman.  Their  next  relolu- 
tion  implied,  That  many  of  the  great  affairs  of 
the  government  having  been  for  fome  time 
paft  unfuccefsfully  managed,  the  houfe  mould 
advife  his  majefty  to  prevent  fuch  mifchiefs  for 
the  future,  by  employing  men  of  knowledge, 
ability,  and  integrity.  Individual  members  in- 
veighed bitterly  againft  cabinet-councils,  as  a  no- 
velty in  the  Britifh  fyftem  of  government,  by  which 
the  privy-council  was  juftled  out  of  its  province. 
They  complained  that  all  the  grievances  of  the 
nation  proceeded  from  the  vinous  principles  of  the 
ininiitry  :  they  obferved,  that  he  who  oppofed  the 
eftablifhment,  could  not  be  expected  to  fupport  it 
with  aeal.  The  earl  of  Nottingham  w/is  mention- 
ed by  name  ;  and  the  houfe  roiblved  that  his  ma- 
jefty mould  be  advifed,  to  employ  in  his  councils 
fuch  perfons  only  whpfe  principles  obliged  them  to 
fupport  his  rights  againft  the  late  king,  and  all 
other  pretenders.  Marlborough's  imereft  ftill  pre- 
dominated among  the  commons.  His  friend  Ruficl 
.acquitted  himfelf  to  the  fatisfacYion  of  the  houle, 
and  fhifted  the  blame  of  the  milcarriage  upon  his 
-enemy  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  by  declaring  that 
H  j  twenty 
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A.C.  i69l.  twenty  days  chpfed  between  his  firft  letter  to  that 
nobkman  and  his  lordihip's  anfwer.  The  earl's 
friends,  of  whom  there  was  a  great  number  in  the 
houfe,  elpoufed  his  caufe  with  great  vigour,  and 
even  recriminated  upon  Kuflel ;  ib  that  a  very 
violent  debate  enfued.  Both  parties  agreed  that 
there  had  been  mifmanagement  in  the  feheme  of  a 
defcent.  It  was  moved,  that  one  caufe  of  the  mif- 
carriage  was  the  want  of  giving  timely  and  necef- 
fary  orders,  by  thofe  to  whom  the  management 
of  .the  affair  was  committed.  The  houfe  divided, 
and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  one 
voice  only.  At  the  next  fitting  of  the  committee, 
Sir  Richard  Temple  propofed  they  mould  confider 
how  to  pay  the  forces  abroad,  by  means  of  Englifh 
manufactures,  without  exporting  money.  They 
refjlved  that  the  houfe  mould  be  moved  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  take  this  expedient  into  confidera- 
tion.  Sir  Francis  Winnington  was  immediately 
called  upon  to  leave  the  chair ;  and  the  .fpeaker 
refumed  his  place.  All  that  had  been  done  was 
now  void,  as  no  report  had  been  made ;  and  the 
committee  was  diflblvcd.  The  houfe,  however, 
revived  it,  and  appointed  a  day  for  its  fitting  ;  but, 
before  it  could  refume  its  deliberations,  admiral 
Ruffel  moved  for  its  being  adjourned,  and  all  its 
purpofes  were  defeated. 

They  com-       The  court  -agents  had  by  this  time  interpofed, 
£  demand!  anc^  faffed  a  majority  by  the  infamous  arts  of  cor- 
of  the  mi-    ruption      The  commons  no  longer  infifted  upon 
niflry.        tfaif  points  Of  advice.     Their  whole  attention  was 
now  centered  in  the  article  of  affiftance.     They. 
granted  about  two  millions  for  the  maintenance  of 
three  and  thirty  thoufand  feamen,  the  building  of 
forne  additional  mips  of  war,  and  the  ftniming  of 
Ply  mouth- dock  -,  and  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand pounds  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  the  quar- 
terly 
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terly  poll.  The  eftimates  of  the  land-fervice  were  A-c- 16*»- 
not  difcufied  without  tedious  debates,  and  warm 
difputes.  The  miniftry  demanded  fifty  four  thou- 
land  men,  twenty  thoufand  of  whom  mould  be 
kept  at  home  for  the  defence  of  the  nation,  while 
the  reft  mould  ferve  abroad  in  the  allied  army. 
Many.members  declared  their  averfion  to  a  foreign 
war,  in  which  the  nation  had  no  immediate  con- 
cern, and  Ib  little  prolpect  of  fuccefs.  Others 
agreed,  that  the  allies  mould  be  affifted  on  the  con- 
tinent with  a  proportion  of  Brttifli  forces  ;  but 
that  the  nation  mould  act  as  auxiliary,  not  as  a 
principal,  and  pay  no  more  than  what  the  people 
would  chearfully  contribute  to  the  general  expence. 
Thefe  reflections,  however,  produced  no  other  ef- 
fect than  that  of  prolonging  the  debate.-  Minif- 
terial  influence  had  furmounted  all  oppofition. 
The  houle  voted  the  number  of  men  demanded. 
Such  was  their  fervile  complaifance,  that  when 
they  examined  the  treaties  by  which  the  Englifti 
and  Dutch  contracted  equally  with  the  German 
princes,  and  found  that,  notwithftanding  thefe 
treaties,  Britain  bore  two-thirds  of  the  expence, 
they  overlooked  this  flagrant  inftance  of  partiality, 
and  enabled  the  king  to  pay  the  proportion.  Nay, 
their  maxims  were  fo  much  altered,  that,  inftead 
of  prolecuting  their  refentment  againfl  foreign  ge- 
nerals, they  aflfented  to  a  motion  that  the  prince  of 
Wirtemberg,  the  major-generals  Tetteau  and  La 
Foreft,  who  commanded  the  Danifh  troops  in  the 
pay  of  the  States-general,  mould  be  indulged  with 
iuch  an  addition  to  their  appointments  as  would 
make  up  the  difference  between  the  pay  of  Eng- 
land and  that  of  Holland.  Finally,  they  voted 
above  two  millions  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
land-forces,  and  for  defraying  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  attending  the  war  upon  the  continent,  in- 
H  h  4  eluding 
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A.C.  1692  eluding  fubfidies  to  the  electors  of  Saxony  and  Ha> 

nover. 

The  lord*  The  houfc  of  lords,  mean  while,  was  not  free 
^dSsc?  from  animofity  and  contention.  The  Marlborough 
advice  to  faction  exerped  themfelves  with  great  vivacity.  They 
the  king.  3fljrmeci  it  was  the  province  of  their  houfe  to  ad- 
vife  the  fovcreign :  like  the  commons,  they  infilled 
upon  the  king's  having  afked  their  advice,  becaufe 
he  had  mentioned  that  word  in  his  ipeech,  though 
he  never  dreamed  they  would  catch  at  it  with  fuch 
eagernefs.  They  moved,  that  the  talk  of  digefting 
the  articles  of  advice,  mould  be  undertaken  by  a 
joint  committee  of  both  houfes :  bin  all  the  depen- 
dents of  the  court,  including  the  whole  bench  of 
bifiiops,  except  Watlbn  of  St.  David's,  .were  mar- 
dialled  to  oppofe  this  motion,  which  was  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  twelve  -,  and  this  victory  was  fol- 
lowed with  a  proteft  of  the  vanquifhed.  Notwith- 
ilanding  this  defeat,  they  profecuted  their  fcheme  of 
giving  advice ;  and,  after  much  wrangling  and  de- 
clamation, the  houfe  agreed  in  an  addreis  or  remon- 
ftrance,  adyifing  and  befeeching  his  majefty,  That 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Britiih  forces  mould 
be  an  Englishman  :  That  Englifb  officers  might 
take  rank  of  thofe  in  the  confederate  armies  who 
did  not  belong  to  crowned  heads :  That  the  twenty 
thoufand  men  to  be  Jeft  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom  Ihould  be  all  Englim,  anc]  commanded 
by  an  Englifn  general :  That  the  pra.ftice  of  pref- 
fing  men  for  the  fleet  mould  be  remedied ;  and 
fuch  officers  as  were  guilty  of  that  practice  Ihould 
be  cafhiered  and  punifhed :  And  lailly,  That  no 
foreigners  mould  fit  at  the  board  of  ordnance. 
This  addrefs  was  prefented  to  the  king,  who  re- 
ceived it  coldly,  and  laid  h.e  would  take  it  into  con- 
fide rat  ion. 

Then  the  lords  rdblved  to  inquire  into  the  mif- 
pajriage  of  the  purppfed  defcent,   and  called  for  all 

the 
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the  papers  relating  to  that  affair:  but  the  aimof  A>c-l6**« 
the  majority  was  not  fo  much  to  rectify  the  errors  Difpute  be- 
of  the  government,  as  to  fkreen  Nottingham,  and  ["aTa'nd 
cenfure  RufTel.  That  nobleman  produced  his  own  commons 
book  of  entries,  together  with  the  whole  corref-  adS'"8 
pondence  between  him  and  the  admiral,  whom  heRuffcl« 
verbally  charged  with  having  contributed  to  the 
milcarriage  of  the  expedition.  This  affair  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee.  Sir  John  Afhby  was  exa- 
mined. The  houfe  directed  the  earl  to  draw  up 
the  fubftance  of  his  charge  •>  and  thefe  papers  were 
afterwards  delivered  to  a  committee  of  the  com- 
mons, at  a  conference,  by  the  lord  prefident  and 
the  reft  of  the  committee  above.  They  were  of- 
fered for  the  infpection  of  the  commons,  as  they 
concerned  fome  members  of  that  houfe,  by  whom 
they  might  be  informed  more  fully  of  the  particulars 
they  contained.  At  another  conference,  which  the 
commons  demanded,  their  committee  declared, 
in  the  name  of  the  houfe,  That  they  had  read 
and  well  confidered  the  papers  which  their  lord- 
fliips  had  fent  them,  and  which  they  now  returned  : 
That,  finding  Mr.  RufTel,  one  of  their  members, 
often  mentioned  in  the  faid  papers,  they  had  una- 
nimoufly  refolved,  That  admiral  RufTel,  in  his 
command  of  the  fleets,  during  the  laft  fummer's 
expedition,  had  behaved  with  fidelity,  courage, 
and  conduct.  The  lords,  irritated  at  this  de- 
claration, and  difappointed  in  their  refentment 
againft  Ruflel,  defired  a  free  conference  be- 
tween the  committees  of  both  houfes,  in  which  the 
earl  of  Rochefter  told  the  commons,  he  was  com- 
manded by  the  houie  of  lords  to  inform  them,  that 
their  lordihips  looked  upon  the  late  vote  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  lower  houfe,  in  returning  their  pa- 
pers, to  be  irregular  and  unparliamentary,  as  they 
had  not  communicated  to  their  lordfliips  the  lights 
they  had  received,  and  rhe  realbns  upon  which 

their 


474  H  I  S  T  O  K  Y    OF    E  N  G  L  A  N  D, 

A.  c.  1^91  •  their  vote  was  founded.  A  paper  to  the  fame, 
purport  was  delivered  to  colonel  Granville,  who 
promiled  to  pnefent  it  to  the  commons,  and  make 
a  faithful  report  of  what  his  lordihip  had  faid. 
Thus  the  conference  ended,  and  the  inquiry  was 
difcontirmed. 

The  com-  The  lower  hdufe  feemed  to  be  as  much  exafpe- 
Seethe"  rated  againft  the  earl  of  Nottingham  as  the  lords 
king  They  were  iiicenfed  at  RulTel.  A  motion  was  made,  that 
;?„*£!!« the  His  majea-y  mould  be  advifed  to  appoint  iuch  com- 
and  other  miffioners  of  the  board  of  admiralty  as  were  of 
impofitions.  jcnown  experience  in  maritime  affairs.  Although 
this  was  over-ruled,  they  voted  an  addrds  to  the 
king,  praying,  that  for  the  future  all  orders  for 
the  management  of  the  fleet,  might  pals  through 
the  hands  of  the  faid  commiffioners  ;  a  protefl  by- 
implication  againft  the  conduct  of  the  fecretary. 
The  confederation  of  ways  and  means  was  the  next 
object  that  engrofled  the  attention  of  the  lower 
houfe.  They  reiblved  that  a  rate  of  four  millings 
in  the  pound,  for  one  year,  mould  be  charged  up- 
on all  lands,  according  to  their  yearly  value  •,  as 
alfo  upon  all  perfonal  eflates,  and  upon  all  offices 
and  employments  of  profit,  other  than  military  officers 
in  the  army  or  navy.  The  act  founded  on  this  re- 
iblution  impowered  the  king  to  borrow  money  on 
the  credit  of  it,  at  feven  per  cent.  They  further 
enabled  him  to  raife  one  million  on  the  general 
credit  of  the  exchequer,  by  granting  annuities. 
They  laid  feveral  new  duties  on  a  variety  of  im- 
ports. They  renewed  the  laft  quarterly  poll,  pro- 
viding, that  in  cafe  it  did  not  produce  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  the  deficiencies  might  be 
made  up  by  borrowing  on  the  general  credit  of  the 
exchequer.  They  continued  the  impofitions  on 
wine,  vinegar,  tobacco,  and  fugar,  for  five  years ; 
and  thofe  on  Eaft-India  goods  for  four  years.  They 
laid  a  new  impofition  of  eight  per  cent,  on  the  ca- 
pital itock  of  the  E  ail- India  company,  efti  mated  at 

fevea 
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feven  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  pounds  ;  of  A-c'«*9*- 
one  per  cent,  on  the  African  ;  of  five  pounds  on 
every  (hare  of  the  flock  belonging  to  the  Hud- 
fon's  bay  company  -,  and  they  impowered  his  ma- 
jefty  to  borrow  five  hundred  thouland  pounds  on 
theie  funds,  which  were  exprefsly  eftablifhed  for 
maintaining  the  war  with  vigour  *. 

The  money-bills  were  retarded  in  the  upper  flumef, 
houfe,  by  the  arts  of  Hallifax,  Mulgrave,  and  f^ 
other  malcontents.-  They  grafted  a  rlaufe  on  the  bytheh 
land-tax  bill,  importing,  that  the  lords  fhould  tax  fr'jn' 
th&mfelves.  It  was  adopted  by  the  majority,  and 
the  bill  fent  with  this  amendment  to  the  commons, 
by  whom  it  was  unanimoufly  rejected,  as  a  flagrant 
attempt  upon  their  privileges.  They  demanded  a 
conference,  in  which  they  declared,  that  the  claufe 
in  queftion  was  a  notorious  encroachment  upon  the 
right  the  commons  potferTed,  of  regulating  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  iupplies  granted  by  parliament. 
When  this  report  was  debated  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
the  earl  of  Mulgrave  difplayed  uncommon  powers 
of  eloquence  and  argument,  in  perfuading  the 
houfe,  that  by  yielding  to  this  claim  of  the  com- 
mons, they  would  dived  themfclves  of  their  true 
greatnefs,  and  nothing  »vould  remain  but  the  name 
and  madow  of  a  peer,  which  was  but  a  pageant. 
Notwithstanding  all  his  oratory,  the  lords  rclin- 
quifhed  their  claufe,  declaring  at  the  fame  time, 
that  they  had  agreed  to  pafs  the  bill  without  altera- 
tion, merely  in  regard  to  the  prefent  urgent  Hate 
of  affairs,  '  as  being  otherwife  of  opinion,  that  the'/ 
had  a  right  to  infill  upon  their  ciaufe.  A  formal 
complaint  being  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
againil  the  pamphlet  intitled,  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary  Conquerors,  as  containing  a 


•  The  Frenchking  hearing  how  li-  coufin  the  prince  of  Orange  is  fixed  in 
beral  y  William  was  fupplied,  exclaim-  the  faddle---but,  no  matter,  the  ItA 
«d  With  fo:iie  emotion,  "  My  little  Louis  d'ot  muft  cirry  it. 
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A,  c.  i(9z.  of  dangerous  confequence  to  their  majeflies,  to  the 
liberty'of  the  fubjeft,  and  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom, the  licenfer  and  printer  were  taken  into  cuf- 
tody.  The  book  being  examined,  they  refolved 
that  it  mould  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman ;  and,  that  the  king  mould  be 
moved  to  difmifs  the  licenfer  from  his  employment. 
The  fame  fentence  they  pronounced  upon  apaftoral 
letter. of  bifhop  Burnet,  in  which  this  notion  of 
conqueft  had  been  at  firft  afferted.  The  lords,  in 
order  to  manifeft  their  fentiments  on  the  fame  fub- 
j€ct,  refolved,  That  fuch  an  aiTertion  was  highly 
injurious  to  their  majefties,  inconfiitent  with  the 
principles  on  which  the  government  was  founded, 
and  tending  to  the  lubverfion  of  the  rights  of  the 
people.  Bohun  the  licenfer  was  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  houfe,  and  difcharged  upon  his  own  pe- 
tition, after  having  been  reprimanded  on  his  knees 
by  the  fpeaker. 

Proceedings  Several  members  having  complained  that  their  fer- 
htufce*ower  vants  ha^  been  kidnapped,  and  lent  to  ferve  as  fol- 
pamft  the  diers  in  Flanders,  the  houfe  appointed  a  committee 
prance  of  t  enquire  into  the  abufes  committed  bv  prefs- 

ktdnapping  T  .  r 

men  for  the  matters ;  and  a  iuitable  remonitrance  was  prelent- 
ed  to  the  king,  who  exprefied  his  indignation  at 
this  pradlice,  and  allured  the  houfe  that  the  delin- 
quents mould  be  brought  to  exemplary  punifh- 
ment.  Understanding,  however,  in  the  fequel,  that 
the  methods  taken  by  his  majefty  for  preventing 
this  abufe  had  not  proved  effe&ual,  they  refumed 
their  enquiry,  and  proceeded  with  uncommon  vigour 
on  the  information  they  received.  A  great  num- 
ber ofperfons  who  had  been  preffed,  were  difcharg- 
ed by  order  of  the  houfe ;  and  captain  Winter, 
the  chief  undertaker  for  this  method  of  recruiting 
the  army,  was  carried  by  the  ferjeant  before  the 
lord  chief-juftice,  that  he  might  be  profecuted  ac- 
cording to  law. 

Before 
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Before  the  heats  occafioned  by  this   unpopular  A- c- l6*2- 
expedient  were  allayed,   the  dilcontent  of  the  na-Thrtwo 
tion  \vasfurtherinflamed  by  complaints  from  Ire-  hcufes ad- 
land,  where  lord  Sidney  was  laid  to  rule  with  del-  £*£„,. 
potic  authority.     Thefe  complaints  were  exhibited  grievances 
by  Sir  Francis  Brewfter,   Sir  William   Gore,    Sir  °n'ejand- 
John  Macgiil,  lieutenant  Stafford,  Mr.  Stone,  and 
Mr.  Kerne.    They  were  examined  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe,  and  delivered  an  account  of  their  grievances 
in  writing.     Both  houfcs  concurred  in  this  inquiry, 
which  being  finilhed,   they  feverally  prelented  ad- 
dre/Fes  to  the  king.     The  lords  obierved,  That 
there  had  been   great  abufes  in  difpofmg  of  the 
forfeited  eftates  :  That  protections  had  been  grant- 
ed to  the  Irifh  not  included  in  the  articles  of  Lime- 
rick i  fo  that  proteftants  were  deprived  of  the  be- 
nefit of  the  law  againft  them  :  That  the  quarters  of 
the  army  had  not  been  payed  according  to  the  pro- 
vifion   made  by  parliament  :   That  a   mayor  had 
been  impofed  upon  the  city  of  Dublin  for  two  years 
fucceffively,  contrary  to  the  ancient  privileges  and 
charter:  That  feveral  ptribns  accufed  of  murder, 
had  been  executed  without  proof;  and  one  Sw-eet- 
nian,  the  mo(b  guilty,  difcharged  withcu:  profecu- 
tion.     The   commons  fpoke  mc.-e  freely  in   t! 
addrefs ;  they  roundly  explained  the  abufes  and  mil"- 
management  of  that  government,  by  exposing  the 
proteftant  fubjecls  to  the  free  quarter  and  violence 
of  a  licentious  army  ;  by  recruiting  the  trooi-s  with 
Irifh  papitb,  who  had  been  in  open  rebellion  againft 
his  majeily ;  by  granting  proteclions  to  Iiim  Ro- 
man catholics,  whereby  the  courfe  of  the  h\v  \va: 
flopped;  by  reverfing 'outlawries  for  high-m-afon, 
not  comprehended  in  the  articles  of  Limerick  ;  by 
letting  the  forfeited  estates  at  under- value,  to  the 
prejudice  of  his  inajelly's  revenue  ;  by  emixvzlii 
the  ilorcs  left  in  the  towns  and  garrifons  by  the  j 
king  James,  as  well  as  the  eficdti  b. 
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A.C.  ,692'  fcited  eftates,  which  might  have  been  employed  for 
the  better  prefervation  of  the  kingdom ;  and, 
finally,  by  making  additions  to  the  articles  of  Li- 
merick, after  the  capitulation  was  figned,  and  the 
place  furrendered.  They  moft  humbly  befought 
his  majefty  to  redrefs  thefe  abufes,  which  had  greatly 
encouraged  the  papifts,  and  weakened  the  protef- 
tant  intereft  in  Ireland.  The  king  gracioufly  re- 
ceived both  addrefles,  and  promifed  to  pay  a  par- 
ticular regard  to  all  remonftrances  that  mould  come 
from  either  houfaof  parliament:  but  no  material 
ftep  was  taken  againft  the  lords  Sidney,  Athlone, 
and  Coningfby,  who  appeared  to  have  engrofTed 
great  part  of  the  forfeitures  by  grants  from  the 
crown  ;  and  even  commifiioner  Culliford,  who  had 
been  guilty  of  the  moft  grievous  ads  of  oppreffion, 
-efcaped  with  impunity. 


The  END  of  the  Eighth  VOLUME, 
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